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HHS seniors 
land service 
academy 
nominations
Congressional nods bolster 

football teammates’ 
appointment chances

Dawson Fox and Thomas Symms want to 
be better people as they progress through their 
lives.

One of the biggest steps in that mission for 
the Homedale High School seniors may be on 
the horizon.

The 18-year-old Caldwell-area residents 
have been nominated for service academies 
as part of the 2021 batch recognized by Sens. 
Mike Crapo, Jim Risch and U.S. Rep. Russ 
Fulcher.

“I am always so proud of any of our young 
men or women that chose to serve. What an 
amazing gift for them to chose do something 
for the benefi t of not only themselves but for 
all of us,” HHS principal Matt Holtry said.

Holtry also coached them on the Trojans’ 
football team.

“With these two, I can say they are two very 
determined and passionate young men who 
truly want to make a difference in the world 
we live in,” the son of a military man added. 
“They represent the values and character that 
we desire to see in so many young people that 
we work with. 

Homedale High School seniors Dawson 
Fox (left) and Thomas Symms have received 
multiple service academy nominations from 
Idaho congressional delegates.

City employees 
invited to HMS clinic 

for school staff

Terry Reilly Health Services 
clinical workers converged on 
Homedale Middle School with a 
batch of COVID-19 vaccinations 
for folks in he second tier of Gov. 
Brad Little’s plan.

Hospital/health care workers and 
those working in long-term care fa-
cilities were among the fi rst group 
to receive vaccinations. This sec-
ond group on hand for Thursday’s 
mobile clinic at the middle school 
included teachers, emergency re-
sponders, and those who work in 
corrections.

Mayor Gheen Christoffersen and 
Councilman Jerry Anderson as well 
as city employees were able to come 

in for their shots, too.
The Terry Reilly staff brought 

about 100 vaccinations. After the 
initial group received their shots, 
citizens 65 and older were offered 
their chance.

At that point, business was hop-
ping.

The vaccinations are received 
from the state and distributed by the 

Homedale mayor, councilman among 
COVID-19 vaccination recipients

More than a dozen volunteers helped unload 20,000 pounds of shelf-stable food at the Marsing School 
District’s The HUB pantry. The food was donated by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

Food distribution centers in 
Homedale and Marsing recently 
benefi tted from donations from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints.

The church donated 40,000 
pounds of non-perishable food 
to the El-Ada Community Ac-
tion Partnership Owyhee County 
food pantry in Homedale and the 

Marsing HUB food pantry.
The large shipment of food, 

which originated in the church’s 
Salt Lake City storehouse, includ-
ed 24 pallets of canned foods and 
two pallets of fl our.

Volunteers helped unload 
20,000 pounds at each location 
on Jan. 26.

“It’s so amazing,” El-Ada man-

ager Olga Valero said.
Kelli Jenkins, Caldwell LDS 

stake representative, coordi-
nated the donation as part of the 
church’s humanitarian services.

Jenkins, along with The HUB 
coordinator Becky Barkell, was 
also instrumental in the church’s 

LDS church makes large donations 
to Marsing, Homedale food pantries
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Keep that smile 
bright & white

Owyhee Family Dental Center
Dr. Jeppe

208-337-4383
115 S. Main 
 Homedale

Habla en Español

www.owyheefamilydental.com

Cleaning, 
Exam & 
X-Rays*

(for uninsured patients, in absence of periodontal disease)

$82
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Connealy Black Granite

Angus Hill Steadfast 854B Werner Flat Top
O’Neill’s Jock 365

KCF Bennett Constitution

Oft Angus Ranch & Vallad Cattle
24th Annual Sale

Thursday, March 18, 2021
Producer’s Livestock

 Vale, Oregon 1 pm MST

Selling sons of these 
elite bulls and more

All bulls sell with semen& trich test 

Jason & Deanne Vallad
541.881.7989 Cell or 541-889-4562 Home

valladcattle@gmail.com

Your Premier Source of Age Advantage Bulls!

Terry Oft
208-741-0824 Cell 541-889-6801

Developed on high 
roughage  ration

LJS Mark Domino 1321

White to become 
state’s Senior 

Enlisted Leader

A 1994 Homedale High 
School graduate will take a 
leap forward in his chosen ca-
reer when he assumes a new 
position in the spring.

Idaho Army National Guard 
Command Sgt. Maj. Scott 
White will be taking over as 
Senior Enlisted Leader, work-
ing for Adjutant General Maj. 
Gen. Michael Gershak. In 
his new position, White will 
serve as senior leader for both 
Air and Army enlisted and all 
the state and federal employ-
ees that work for the Idaho 
Military Division.

The Idaho Military Division 
is the fourth-largest employer 
in the State of Idaho.

White will replace retiring 
Chief Master Sgt. Hal Bon-

giovi and will begin in his 
new position on April 1.

“(Bongiovi) is one of the best 
airmen I have had the pleasure 
of working with,” White said. 
“He was great at mentoring me 
as I moved up in the ranks.

“He and his wife Kelly are 
both in the Idaho Air National 
Guard and have devoted their 
lives to the safety and security 
of this country. We, as Ameri-

cans, are blessed to have peo-
ple like them serve our state.”

White and his wife Tonia 
were high school sweethearts 
and married upon his return 
from basic training. The cou-
ple left Idaho for Fort Stewart, 
Ga., where Scott was assigned 
to the 3rd Squadron, 7th Caval-
ry as combat medic.

White deployed to south-
west Asia during Operation 
Southern Watch as a fl ight 
paramedic with the 571st Air 
Ambulance in 1999. Upon his 
return to the U.S., he left ac-
tive duty Army and joined the 
Idaho Army National Guard.

White has been in the Guard 
since 2002 and has served his 
country for 27 years in total.

Tonia is a graduate of Mars-
ing High School and Boise 
State University and currently 
works at Saint Alphonsus in 
Nampa as a CT technologist.

Until his move to Senior 
Enlisted Leader, White con-

tinues to work for Idaho Army 
National Guard Commander 
Brig. Gen. Farin Schwartz as 
Senior Enlisted Advisor and 
part of the command team.

“He is a phenomenal leader, 
mentor and friend,” White said.

As Senior Enlisted Advisor, 
he deals with all matters from 
the enlisted force, which com-
prises about 70 percent of the 
Army National Guard.

The Whites live on Chicken 
Dinner Road, east of Marsing.

The couple has three chil-
dren — daughter Hannah, 
a junior at Marsing High 
School, and the reigning 
Owyhee County Fair and Ro-
deo Queen; and sons Caleb, 
an eighth-grader at Marsing 
Middle School, and JR, a 
Marsing kindergartner.

White said Hannah has a 
passion for horses and has 
worked for Flint Horse Train-
ing and is exploring college 
and career opportunities.

Caleb plays football and 
enjoys working on cars and 
helping his grandfather Ron 
Kiester on the family farm.

“JR loves anything that his 
older brother and sister do,” 
White said. “We all enjoy liv-
ing next to the family farm 
and the animals we have.”

White has a message to the 
younger generation consider-
ing a military career.

“The National Guard has 
been an incredible experi-
ence and a phenomenal career 
that I would recommend to 
any young adult as their fi rst 
choice,” he said. “Throughout 
my career, I have seen many 
different countries and almost 
every state in our country.

“I have worked for and with 
some of the greatest people on 
planet Earth; these soldiers, air-
men, and civilians answer the 
nation’s call every time, wheth-
er it’s at home or abroad.”

— TK 

Homedale grad receives big National Guard promotion

Sgt. Maj. Scott White

February South Board irrigation meetings scheduled
The men who govern the 

southern portion of the Owyhee 
Project will gather for their 
second series of meetings of 
the year Tuesday.

The daytime meetings will 
take place inside the new South 
Board of Control building at 
201 W. Wyoming Ave.

The  meet ings  wi l l  be 
available via videoconference 
on Zoom.

The Ridgeview Irrigation 

District board of directors will 
meet at 1 p.m.

At January’s meeting, Bret 
Nielson was elected chairman, 
and John Lax will serve as 
vice-chair.

The Gem Irrigation board 
meets at 1:15.

Marsing resident and Div. 
1 representative Rick Smith 
is the 2021 Gem chair, and 
Homedale-area resident Steve 
Clapier (Div. 2) is vice-chair.

The South Board of Control 
convenes at 1:30 p.m.

Smith chairs SBOC this 
year with Clapier as vice-
chair. Nielson is the Ridgeview 
representative.

The rest  of  the SBOC 
directors are the Gem board 
members — Dennis Turner 
(Div. 3), Ryan Criffi eld (Div. 
4) and Chris Landa (Div. 5), 
all of the Homedale area.

Clapier, Criffield, Landa, 

Lax, Nielson and Ridgeview 
director Mark Aman all are in 
the fi nal year of their current 
three-year terms. Elections 
could be held in November. 

Nielson and Landa will attend 
Joint Board meetings with 
Owyhee Irrigation delegates, 
and Smith is the South Board’s 
alternate.

Anyone interested in sitting 
in on the meetings can contact 
the SBOC offi ce at (208) 337-

3760 to get a link to access the 
meeting.

Anyone who wishes to attend 
the meetings and does not 
have access to a computer or 
internet-capable phone, contact 
the office for an alternative 
method of attendance.

For those who want to keep 
up-to-date with emergency 
notices and other news, visit 
www.southboardofcontrol.
com. 



Page 3AWednesday, February 3, 2021

Limited time offer. While supplies last. Discount applies to a set of four select tires and depends on tire 
size and type. Cannot combine with other offers. Details at LesSchwab.com.

Stop by or book an appointment at  
LesSchwab.com

HOMEDALE
(208) 337-3474

Apply now!  www.agri-service.com/careers  |  208-420-4706

Join the Agri-Service team and be rooted in a career you love! 

©2021 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson, Challenger, Fendt, RoGator and TerraGator are worldwide brands of AGCO Corporation. Hesston is a brand of AGCO. Challenger, Cat and Caterpillar 
are trademarks of Caterpillar Inc. and are used under license by AGCO. AGCO, Massey Ferguson, Fendt, RoGator, TerraGator and Hesston are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. 

GROW
WITH US!

 Fun Environment

 Continuous Education

 Great Customer Relationships

 Competitive Pay

 Fantastic Team

 Excellent Benefi ts

BE PART OF THE HERITAGE. BE PART OF THE FUTURE. BE PART OF THE 
E XCITEMENT. B E  PA R T  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y. BE PART OF AGRI-SERV ICE.

The Owyhee Cattlemen’s 
Association is trying to get 
back to business as usual 
for Saturday’s membership 
meeting.

Of course, OCA board 
president Scott Bunderson 
concedes, there’s a lot of 
unusual to deal with as the 
ranchers prepare for the 
winter meeting at the Oreana 
Community Hall.

“As with most organizations, 
the fi rst part of the year was 
spent trying to figure out 
how to work around social 
roadblocks while still trying to 
conduct business,” Bunderson 
said of his first months as 
president. “Some of that has 
been handled with virtual 
solutions and some creating 
thinking.”

The festivities begin at 1 
p.m., on Oreana Loop Road, 
with registration. Bunderson 
will drop the gavel at 1:30 
p.m., to start the meeting. 

Directors are asking anyone 
who is in a high-risk group, 
or is feeling sick or is just 
uncomfortable with being with 
a large gathering to stay home. 
The meeting will be available 
online via Zoom, Bunderson 
said.

Folks attending have the 
option to wear masks if they 
choose. There will be plenty 
of room created for social 

distancing.
“What really amazes me is 

that in the course of only a 
year, COVID-19 has redefi ned 
our social interactions at all 
levels,” Bunderson said. 
“Fortunately, we have a good 
Board of Directors and lots of 
experience from past leadership 
to draw from.  

“This organization has 
always been very hands-on, 
so taking a step back has been 
diffi cult.”

While COVID-19 continues 
to present challenges, the start 
of the Biden presidential 
administration has brought on 
more apprehension. 

“Politically, things are 
moving very fast, which makes 
me wonder if the changes 
being made have much insight 
behind them or are being done 
merely to appease the voter 
base,” Bunderson said.

“For at least the next few 
months, I doubt the economy 
will change much. However, I 
believe that the wide-reaching 
policy changes are going to 
have an economic impact.”

Bunderson’s biggest concern 
from that standpoint is how 
the general public’s emotional 
response to change may affect 
the economy.

Bunderson says Bureau of 
Land Management officials 
may attend the meeting or be 

available via Zoom, but he’s 
unsure how much information 
they’ll be able to provide 
regarding changes sparked by 
Biden administration executive 
and secretarial orders.

“The  sheer  number  o f 
executive orders is indicative 
of the (next) few months of 
this new administration,” he 
said. “The trickle-down effect 
of these orders, I believe, is yet 
to be seen but I don’t believe 
that many of these reversals are 
going to end being in favor of the 
agricultural or beef industry.

“The Trump administration 
made many good policy 
decisions that helped our 
industry, and only time will 
tell how these recent reversals 
will affect us.”

The orders have frozen 
decision-making on the local 
level and also have caused 
confusion as to whether ranch 
hands on federal range will 
actually be expected to wear 
face coverings.

“I’ve already reached out to 
the BLM,” Bunderson said. 

“My guess is that they’re 
trying to fi gure out how to deal 
with this as well.”

Bunderson expects the 
secretarial order pushing 
decision-making to the national 
offi ces will stall many ongoing 
BLM projects.

“I don’t see how it wouldn’t, 
but that remains to be seen,” he 
said. “I’m hoping to address 
this at the meeting.”

Nevertheless, BLM Boise 
District fuels program lead 
Lance Okeson has been 
penciled into Saturday’s 
agenda to deliver an update on 
the Juniper Mountain project.

Other updates scheduled 
include TK Kuwahara of the 
Idaho Beef Council, and Idaho 
Cattle Association president 
Jay Smith and executive 
director Cameron Mulrony.

Even with the virus and 
rumblings of policy changes, 
ranchers must still take care 

of business.
Saturday’s fi rst two speakers 

will cover some aspects of the 
ranching business.

Andrew Bingham from 
the University of Idaho Ada 
County Extension will address 
Social Security benefi ts in his 
“Missed Opportunities in Ag” 
talk.

Bingham will address how 
paying into Social Security 
through self-employment 
taxes can benefi t folks when 
retirement age rolls around, 
Bunderson said.

“Traditionally, the goal of 
many people in the ag and beef 
industry is to avoid paying too 
much in taxes,” Bunderson 
said.

Brandon Willis of Ranchers 
I n s u r a n c e  w i l l  p r e s e n t 
“Reducing Drought and Price 
Risk.”

“There’s been some talk and 
speculation when it comes to this 
topic, and several members have 
expressed interest in knowing 
more about drought and price 
risk,” Bunderson said.

Bottom line for Saturday is 
the ranchers probably are just 
happy to get out of the house.

“I’m hoping we’ll have more 
people than I think we are,” 
Bunderson said.

“People are just tired of 
being cooped up and want 
something to do.”       — JPB

New administration compounds cattlemen’s apprehension
Ranchers look for answers during 

Saturday’s winter meeting
“The Trump administration 

made many good policy 
decisions that helped our 
industry, and only time will 
tell how these recent 
reversals will affect us.”

— Scott Bunderson
OCA board president
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Cafe & Lounge

DINE-IN & TAKE OUT!

-

With a lessening of cases 
among school personnel and 
students, Homedale School 
District’s COVID-19 health 
alert level has been upgraded 
from red to yellow.

The news of Southwest 
District Health’s upgrade was 
announced on the elementary 
school’s Facebook page.

The dis t r ic t  i s  l i f t ing 
the requirement that face 
coverings be worn at all times 
inside buildings; however, 
students and staff are strongly 
encouraged to continue the 
practice.

Meanwhile,  the health 
district’s latest update, released 
last Wednesday, lists Owyhee 
County in the red health alert 
level overall.

Owyhee County was in 
the red zone for a second 
consecu t ive  week  even 
though its daily incident rate 
dropped from 3.56 daily cases 
per 10,000 people to 1.99. 
According to the SWDH scale, 
a daily incidence rate below 
5.0 is one of the factors to 
consider in moving a county 
to orange, and a daily rate 
below 2.5 is part of the criteria 
to put a county in the yellow 

category.
No new cases were reported 

in school districts between Jan. 
17 and Jan. 23, and seven staff 
and students were in quarantine 
as of Jan. 25. No isolation 
cases (students or staffers with 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases) 
were reported as of Jan. 25.

SWDH did say that one 

cluster outbreak in schools is 
being monitored, but didn’t 
specify which school district.

T h e  h e a l t h  d i s t r i c t ’s 
weekly report acknowledges 
the incidence rate and the 
positivity rate (12.61 percent) 
are falling, but — in the case 
of the positivity rate — “still 
shows that COVID-19 is much 
more prevalent than our data 
show.”

The percentage of people 
who can identify exposure 
(40.91 percent) also decreased 
dramatically.

District health officials 
won’t consider upgrading 
a county to another health 
level until after that county 
has spent two full weeks in a 
health alert level.

Face coverings no longer 
required in Homedale schools

Malheur COVID-19 cases:

3,261
New cases, Jan. 26 to Feb. 1: 60

Deaths: 56 (New: 1)
Negative tests: 16,261 (New: 627)

Source:
 govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19

Overall Owyhee County 
COVID-19 cases:

850
Jan. 26 to Feb. 1 statistics: 

New confi rmed cases, 5
Probable cases, 123 (New: 3)

Deaths: 24 (New: 1)
People who recovered: 870 (New: 25)

Health alert level: Red
Source: coronavirus.idaho.gov
and Southwest District Health

During September’s meet-
ing, the Marsing city council 
members amended city code 
to allow roosters within city 
limits with the issuance of a 
conditional use permit.

Next Wednesday, a second 
permit application will be the 
subject of a public hearing 
during the monthly council 
meeting.

The hearing is set to begin 
at 7 p.m., and will be followed 
by the regular monthly meet-
ing in the council chamber. 

Jacquine Shippy is the sec-
ond petitioner to fi le a request 
since the council’s September 
decision. Kimber Burril and 
Dustin Elison were granted a 
permit after the Oct. 14 hear-
ing.

Shippy wants to keep roost-
ers at 116 2nd Ave. W.

The CUP application fee is 
$250 and does not guarantee 
approval.

“I’m grateful that the city 
allows a workaround for the 
no-rooster law, but my dogs 
don’t require permission and 
have more nuisance potential, 
and cost a lot less,” Shippy 
wrote in a Marsing Communi-
ty Awareness Facebook post.

Marsing City Hall, 18 Sand-
bar Ave., currently has a 10-
person limit to gatherings in 
the council chamber. If citizens 
want to have their voices heard 
during the public hearing, they 
will likely have to wait outside 
and come in individually to 
address the council.

The city will take written 
comments, too. The mail-
ing address is Marsing City 
Hall, P.O. Box 125, Marsing, 
ID 83639. They can also be 
hand-delivered and read into 
the record at the hearing.

For more information, call 
(208) 896-4122.

— TK

Another Marsing 
resident applies 
for rooster permit
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√ Pantries: El-Ada’s shelves stocked

√ Vaccination: Friday clinic in Marsing

School menus
Homedale Elementary 

Choice of milk and juice
Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily

Feb. 3: Breakfast: Cinnamon pull apart. Lunch: Chicken fi let, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, hot roll.

Feb. 4: Breakfast: Mini donuts, string cheese. Lunch: Pepperoni 
calzone, green beans.

Feb. 8: Breakfast: Apple fi lled donut. Lunch: Nachos, corn.
Feb. 9: Breakfast: Waffl e breakfast sandwich. Lunch: Hamburger, 

French fries.
Feb. 10: Breakfast: Chocolate chip muffi n. Lunch: Spaghetti, garlic 

toast, green beans.

Homedale Middle
Choice of milk and juice, yogurt or string cheese

Cereal option and PB&J and string cheese offered daily
Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily

Feb. 3: Breakfast: Apple cinnamon Texas toast. Lunch: Beef taco, 
corn.

Feb. 4: Breakfast: Donut. Lunch: Pepperoni pizza ripper. 
Feb. 8: Breakfast: Breakfast pizza. Lunch: Corn dog, baked 

beans.
Feb. 9: Breakfast: Filled cereal bar. Lunch: Chicken patty, spicy 

chicken patty.
Feb. 10: Breakfast: Cinnamon burst bread. Lunch: Orange chicken, 

steamed rice, broccoli, fortune cookie.

Homedale High
Choice of milk and juice, yogurt, string cheese or hard-boiled egg 

Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily
Cereal option, grab ‘n’ go items each day

Feb. 3: Breakfast: Biscuits and gravy or pancakes. Lunch: Cheese 
quesadilla, steamed carrots or cheesy chicken sub, steamed carrots.

Feb. 4: Breakfast: Breakfast pizza or French toast. Lunch: Crispito, 
refried beans or mini corn dogs. 

Feb. 8: Breakfast: Breakfast pizza or Cinnamon pull apart. Lunch: 
Pepperoni pizza ripper or corn dog.

Feb. 9: Breakfast: Croissant breakfast sandwich or bagel with cream 
cheese. Lunch: Pork chop, mashed potatoes with gravy, dinner roll or 
chicken fi let, mashed potatoes with gravy, dinner roll.

Feb. 10: Breakfast: Homedale breakfast burrito or fi lled cereal bar. 
Lunch: Spicy chicken patty sandwich, potato wedges or hamburger/
cheeseburger, potato wedges.

Marsing
Each meal includes choice of milk, fruit juice, fresh fruit & 

vegetables
Elementary School each day: Breakfast: Cereal option 
Middle/High School each day: PB&J sandwich option

Cold Grab-n-go line: Wrap, sub sandwich, salad
Hot Grab-n-go line (varies): Cheeseburger, chicken dish (reg./

spicy sandwich; nuggets; bites), Pizza (varies), chicken rice bowl, 
potatoes (varies), bread (varies) 

Feb. 3: Breakfast: Bacon scramble pizza. Lunch: Dutch waffl e, 
sausage patty Cold Grab-n-go: Turkey bacon ciabatta.

Feb. 4: Breakfast: Waffle, maple sausage sandwich. Lunch: 
Pepperoni pizza, jello. Hot Grab-n-go: Buffalo chicken nuggets.

Feb. 8: Breakfast: Apple breakfast bites. Lunch: Chicken nuggets, 
steamed carrots, hot roll. Hot Grab-n-go: Buffalo chicken nuggets.

Feb. 9: Breakfast: Mini waffl es. Lunch: Beef taco, refried beans, 
Spanish rice. Hot Grab-n-go: Mozzarella cheese bites, marinara sauce 
cup.

Feb. 10: Breakfast: Pop tart, cheese stick. Lunch: Mac-n-cheese, 
snickerdoodle cookie. Hot Grab-n-go: Walkin taco.

Bruneau/Grand View
All meals: Milk and fruit offered daily 
Jr.-Sr. high school: Pizza offered daily

Feb. 3: Breakfast: Waffl e and hashbrowns. Lunch: Nachos with 
whole wheat chips, refried beans/salsa.

Feb. 4: Breakfast: Bagels and cream cheese. Lunch: BBQ pulled 
pork on a bun, fries, fresh broccoli.

Feb. 8: Breakfast: Cereal bar. Lunch: Ham & cheese on a bun, 
tossed romaine salad, peas.

Feb. 9: Breakfast: Biscuits and gravy. Lunch: Chili, coleslaw, 
applesauce, cinnamon roll.

Feb. 10: Breakfast: Muffi ns. Lunch: Chicken nuggets with whole 
wheat roll, mashed potatoes and gravy, steamed broccoli.

recent $2,520 donation to 
fund a 12-foot-wide, 30-
foot-long ramp stretching 
from the rear parking to 
the door of the food pantry. 
Marsing’s Showalter Con-
struction donated gravel 
and in-kind services for the 

project.
El-Ada received help 

from the Homedale High 
School football team and 
other community members 
to unload and stock the pan-
try’s shelves last week.

The HUB was helped by a 

dozen or so volunteers from 
the LDS church and Scott 
Jensen and Suriñe Green-
way from the University of 
Idaho Owyhee County Ex-
tension Offi ce in Marsing.

— TK

appropriate health districts.
Terry Reilly chief op-

erating offi cer Tami Fife 
said clinics currently offer 
vaccinations four days per 
week in Nampa and once a 
week in Caldwell. In addi-
tion, Terry Reilly staff visits 
smaller communities like 
Homedale once or twice a 
week.

The Marsing School Dis-
trict announced that TRHS 
will hold a vaccination clin-
ic Friday at the HUB. Any-
one 65 and older who wants 
to get the vaccine can call 
(208) 649-5411, ext. 197 to 
get on the list.

Vaccinations will be giv-
en in Melba this week, too, 
Fife said. 

She added that more vac-
cines will likely be delivered 
to Homedale next week.

“A lot of people have 
been very grateful and are 
excited to get their lives 
back on track and have the 
opportunity to see people 
they haven’t seen much 
in the past year,” she said. 
“People are tired of this, and 
we want our lives back.

“We’re happy to say that 
the vaccine is something we 
can tangibly do to get back 
there.”

Fife said that TRHS is 
following the governor’s 
recommendation: The next 
wave of vaccinations will be 
for people 65 and older, fol-
lowed by folks with medical 
conditions who are not 65 
and older. Those vaccina-
tions are expected to be avail-
able by the end of March or 
beginning of April. 

After that, shots will be al-
located to the general public.

There are variables in the 

vaccine distribution.
“Factors are how quickly 

we receive the vaccines and 
how fast we can get them 
out to people,” Fife said. 
“We have had a phenomenal 
relationship with the health 
department; they have been 
very responsive and clear 
with their communication. 
They’ve been great about 
aligning what they want 
with what we’re doing.

“It’s been a fl urry of ac-
tivity by everybody, there’s 
no denying that, but it’s the 
right thing to do.”

— TK

A group of HHS football players formed a bucket brigade to help unload 13 pallets of 
LDS church food donations at the El-Ada offi ce at 15 W. Colorado Ave.

State’s new vaccine online tool
The State of Idaho launched a new website to help 

folks fi nd information on when and where to get 
COVID-19 vaccinations, and what to expect when 
they get to their appointment.

The new webpage is https://healthandwelfare.
idaho.gov/covid-19-vaccination. 

“The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine in Idaho is my 
No. 1 priority,” Gov. Brad Little said in a press release.

The website also helps people fi nd where to receive 
the vaccine and where to access providers in the 
area, while laying out which priority groups will next 
receive the vaccine.

Homedale School District 
migrant liaison Aida Barroso 
received her COVID-19 
vaccination at the Terry Reilly 
Health Services mobile clinic 
on Friday in the Homedale 
Middle School cafeteria.
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Calendar

You can fi nd a comprehensive listing of local events online at www.theowyheeavalanche.
com. Click on the “Calendar of Events” link on the left-hand side of the page.

Submit information on upcoming fundraisers, meetings, reunions or community events 
to The Owyhee Avalanche by noon Fridays for inclusion in the calendar. Drop off press 
releases at the Avalanche offi ce at 19 E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail them to P.O. Box 97, 
Homedale, ID 83628, fax them to (208) 337-4867 or e-mail them to jon@owyheeavalanche.
com (an e-mail link also is available on our Web site). For more information on submissions, 
call (208) 337-4681. 

Suriñe Greenway

The past 10 months have 
been unique, to say the least. 
During this time, have you 
found yourself with extra time 
to consider 
new inter-
ests and hob-
bies? Exten-
sion offices 
across the 
country are 
s e e i n g  a 
surged inter-
est in home 
ga rden ing 
and home food preservation 
practices. This creates a won-
derful opportunity for Exten-
sion as recommendations are 
research-based and available 
for the consumer, if they know 
where to look. 

The other side to having an 
interest in a new hobby that 
may come with considerations 
is that not everything you see 
on the internet is true. I know 
this may sound shocking, but 
individuals may often seek in-
formation on the internet, only 
to be introducing potential risk 
into their home-canned prod-
uct or in the garden plan they 
are designing. To combat the 
many different avenues of fi nd-
ing inacurrate (and many times 
unsafe) information, Extension 
Educators are looking at new 
ways to offer traditionally 
face-to-face programs, so that 
consumers may still access up-
to-date recommendations that 
can provide better awareness, 
knowledge and application of 
skills in the home. 

In January, Family & Con-
sumer Sciences and Horticul-
ture Educators teamed up to 
offer an introductory level of 
home gardening and home food 
preservation. If you are inter-
ested in checking out some of 
this content virtually and free 
of charge, sign up for one of the 
upcoming classes by going to 
the links listed below.

D e h y d r a t i o n  B a s i c s 
— Learn how fun and easy 
it can be to dehydrate your 

garden goodies so you can eat 
them or use them in cooking 
all year long! Recommended 
practices for quality and safety 
will be shared through this 
lecture/demonstration class 
that will also safely cover the 
different ways to dehydrate. 
There will be opportunity to 
ask questions live so you will 
be ready to dehydrate your 
fruits, vegetables, and herbs!

The presentation takes place 
at 5:30 p.m., on Tuesday, Feb. 
16 via Zoom.

Register in advance at https://
uidaho.zoom.us/meeting/reg
ister/tZYtdOisqDovH9E7Zg
KPOy0T1koLW6qgDzCF 

Boiling Water Canning Ba-
sics — Learn how to preserve 
your garden harvest using a 
boiling water canner safely, 
and discover the essential 
steps that are recommended 
to complete the process safely. 
This will be a lecture/demon-
stration-style class that will 
also discuss research-based 
recommendations that you 
can access for safe, up-to-date 
recipes. There will also be op-
portunity to ask questions, so 
you will be ready to preserve 
your garden’s bounty!

This meeting will take place 
at 5:30 p.m., on Tuesday, 
March 16 via Zoom.

Register in advance at 
https://uidaho.zoom.us/meet
ing/register/tZUtceytqjkrH
d U Y L 6 I 5 e K P d c v p 7 - E p
nIvQ7 

After registering, you will 
receive a confi rmation email 
containing information about 
joining the Zoom meeting 
room.

For additional questions 
regarding upcoming Owyhee 
County Extension program-
ming, contact our office at 
(208) 896-4104.

— Suriñe Greenway is the 
University of Idaho Owyhee 
County Extension Family and 
Consumer Sciences educa-
tor. 

Extension Zoom 
classes combat online 
misinformation

Today 
Food distribution 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., The HUB food pantry, 205 
8th Ave. W., Marsing. (208) 649-5411

Christian Life Club 
4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., non-denominational, 
kindergarteners through sixth-graders, First 
Presbyterian Church of Homedale, 320 N. 
6th St. W, Homedale. (208) 880-7070 or (208) 
337-3464 

Grand View Fire commissioners meeting 
5 p.m., Grand View Fire Station, 721 
Roosevelt Ave., Grand View. (208) 834-
2511 (call ahead to ensure the meeting will 
be held)

Public gospel meeting
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Wilder Rural Fire 
Protection Station, 601 Patriot Way, Wilder. 
(612) 367-7984 

Thursday 
Teens & Tweens 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library, 121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 
(208) 337-4228 

Owyhee County Fair Board meeting 
7 p.m., Owyhee County Community Center, 
423 W. Nevada Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-
3888 

Saturday
Homedale Community Garden Committee 

meeting
10 a.m., meeting available on Zoom only. 
(208) 840-0440 for more information

Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association winter 
meeting 

1 p.m., registration, 1:30 p.m., meeting, 
Oreana Community Hall, 18092 Oreana Loop 
Rd., Oreana

Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association dinner 
6 p.m., catered, Oreana Community Hall, 
18092 Oreana Loop Rd., Oreana.

Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association dance 
9 p.m., live music, Oreana Community Hall, 
18092 Oreana Loop Rd., Oreana.

Monday 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Story Time 
10:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale.

Story Time 
11:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 

Homedale library board meeting 
1:30 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 121 
W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-4228 

Homedale FFA chapter meeting 
6:30 p.m., Homedale High School Ag shop, 
East Owyhee Avenue and North 2nd Street 
East, Homedale. 

Tuesday 
Writing group 
9 a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th 
St. W., Homedale.

Ridgeview Irrigation meeting 
1 p.m., South Board of Control boardroom, 
201 W. Wyoming, Homedale. Meeting 
available via Zoom, call (208) 337-3760 for 
link. 

Gem Irrigation meeting 
1:15 p.m., South Board of Control boardroom, 
201 W. Wyoming Ave., Homedale. Meeting 
available via Zoom, call (208) 337-3760 for 
link.

South Board of Control meeting 
1:30 p.m., South Board of Control boardroom, 
201 W. Wyoming Ave., Homedale. Meeting 
available via Zoom, call (208) 337-3760 for 
link. 

Melba School Board meeting 
5 p.m., district offi ce, 511 Broadway, Melba. 
(208) 495-1141

American Legion Post 128 meeting 
7 p.m., Phipps-Watson American Legion 
Community Center, 126 W. 2nd St. N., Marsing

 Wednesday 
Food distribution 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., The HUB food pantry, 205 
8th Ave. W., Marsing. (208) 649-5411 

Christian Life Club 
4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., non-denominational, 
kindergarteners through sixth-graders, First 
Presbyterian Church of Homedale, 320 N. 
6th St. W, Homedale. (208) 880-7070 or (208) 
337-3464

Grand View City Council meeting 
6 p.m., City Hall, 425 Boise Ave., Grand 
View. (208) 834-2700, noon to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday 

Homedale City Council meeting 
6 p.m., City Hall, 31 W. Wyoming Ave., 
Homedale. (208) 337-4641

Jordan Valley Ambulance meeting 
6 p.m., ambulance hall, 706 Main St.

Marsing Fire Commissioners meeting 
7 p.m., Marsing Fire Hall, 303 Main St., 
Marsing. 

Marsing City Council meeting 
7 p.m., Marsing City Hall, 18 Sandbar Ave., 
Marsing. (208) 896-4122 

Three Creek School board meeting 
7 p.m., Three Creek School, 49909 Three 
Creek Road, Rogerson. 

Homedale Highway District meeting 
7 p.m., Homedale Highway District offi ce, 
102 E. Colorado Ave., Homedale 

Marsing School Board meeting 
7 p.m., school district offi ce boardroom, 301 
8th Ave W, Marsing. (208) 649-5411

Public gospel meeting
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Wilder Rural Fire 
Protection Station, 601 Patriot Way, Wilder. 
(612) 367-7984

Thursday, Feb. 11 
Teens & Tweens 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library, 121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 
(208) 337-4228

Marsing Chamber of Commerce meeting 
5:30 p.m., The Spot, 12 Sandbar Ave., 
Marsing. Check Facebook for updates. (208) 
859-2087 or marsingchamber@gmail.com
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Senior menus

Death notices

Service notice

17
78

02
2

Monuments - Benches

Caskets
(Coppertone)

$79500
Standard size

Graveliners
(Required by cemeteries)

$39500
Standard size

Compare our prices when making arrangements.
You don’t need to spend thousands.
Proudly Made in America
Silver Diamond, LLC

208-454-2232
We can also provide the set-up for our caskets at

cemeteries where our graveliners have been approved.
$135.00 for local cemeteries within 20 miles from us.

$89500
(All Colors)

$39500
(Required by cemeteries)

Monuments - Benches - Urns

Our caskets are allowed in all funeral homes and cemeteries
Know your rights - Federal Trade Commission Funeral Rule

www.silverdiamondmonuments.com

+ Tax + Tax

Homedale Senior Center
Salad bar: *Not Available due to the Coronavirus

Curbside pickup only between noon and 1 p.m.
Phone ahead 208-337-3020 to order
Dessert is included in curbside lunch

Milk and roll available each day
Suggested donation: $5

Feb. 3: Ham and cheese on roll, potato salad, California blend 
vegetables

Feb. 4: Lasagna, green beans
Feb. 9: Salisbury steak with mushrooms and onions, mashed 

potatoes/gravy, spinach 
Feb. 10: Tuna salad, lettuce with tomato and cucumber, carrot 

salad 
Feb. 11: Baked chicken, mashed potatoes/gravy, country trio 

vegetables

Sandbar Community Room, Marsing
Noon to 12:30 p.m., inside Marsing City Hall

Milk available each day
Suggested donation: $4 (60 and older), $6 (59 and younger)
Feb. 3: Crunchy tuna casserole, winter blend vegetables, 

stewed tomatoes, roll
Feb. 5: Beef stew, brussel sprouts, spiced apples, cornbread
Feb. 8: BBQ chicken, baked beans, Normandy blend 

vegetables, wheat bun
Feb. 10: Chili burger, roasted potatoes, peas, juice, wheat bun
Feb. 12: Salisbury steak with gravy, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, peaches, wheat roll

Rimrock Senior Center
All meals are served with milk & fruit juice

Curbside pickup from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or delivery only.
Call (208) 834-2922 as early as possible beginning at 7 a.m. 

to place order
Feb. 4: Tuna casserole, beef ravioli, steamed vegetables, 

peaches, cottage cheese, roll 
Feb. 9: Salisbury steak, au gratin potatoes, mushroom gravy, 

spinach, fruit salad, pudding, roll 
Feb. 11: BBQ chicken, carrot & raisin salad, rice pilaf, banana 

& orange, garlic bread, yogurt

LELAND ANDERSON, 69, of Homedale, died on Jan. 
27, 2021 at his home. Arrangements: Flahiff Funeral Chapels, 
Homedale.

ELIZABETH “BETTY” ANN BERNADAS, 96, a 1942 
Bruneau High School graduate who grew up in the Bruneau 
area, died Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021. A private graveside service 
was held at Mountain View Cemetery in Mountain Home. A 
celebration of Betty’s life will be held at noon on Saturday, July 
24, 2021 at the Bruneau Community Park. Arrangements: Rost 
Funeral Home, McMurtrey Chapel, 500 N. 18th E., Mountain 
Home. (208) 587-9860

DIANE “CORKY” C. BROWN, 79, of Homedale, died 
Friday, Jan. 29, 2021. Cremation: All Valley Cremation. All 
Valley Cremation, 1538 11th Ave. N. Ext., Nampa. (208) 899-
9361

JOYCE MAST, 83, of Caldwell, formerly of Homedale, 
died Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021 at a local care facility of natural 
causes. Arrangements: Flahiff Funeral Chapel. Homedale. (208) 
337-3252

BILLY KEITH O’CONNOR (BILL), 78, of Nampa, pastor 
at the Marsing Church of the Nazarene, died on Wednesday, Dec. 
17, 2020 after a sudden illness. Funeral services will be held at 1 
p.m., on Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021 inside the Family Life Center at 
Karcher Church of the Nazarene, 2515 W. Karcher Rd., Nampa 
(corner of Karcher Road and Middleton Road). Face coverings 
and social distancing are recommended. Annie’s Project, geared to 

help farm and ranch women 
become better business owners 
and partners, will be presented 
in an online series.

University of Idaho Extension 
wi l l  offer  the  s ix-week 
educational course beginning 
Tuesday. Registration closes 
Monday, and the cost is $60.

The business skills course 
will consist of six, three-hour 
Zoom sessions to help farm and 
ranch women by connecting 

through networks and by 
managing and organizing 
critical information. 

The series will include at 
least one in-person networking 
event or farm walk. 

The online sessions will run 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. MST 
each Tuesday until March 16.

The al l-woman course 
focuses on problem-solving 
and decision-making skills 
to address production, legal, 
market, human and fi nancial 

risks in agriculture.
Topics include record-

keeping, business planning, 
marketing, farm succession 
planning, retirement planning, 
insurance programs, and best 
places to fi nd resources.

Registration is available 
o n l i n e  a t  h t t p : / / b i t .
ly/2021SIdahoAnnies. 

More information is available 
from Ashlee Westerhold, 
ashleew@uidaho.edu, or Karie 
Boone, kboone@uidaho.edu.

UI offers ag business course 
for ranch and farm women

New barber brings modern style to Homedale
Jesus Renteria recently opened Up the Block, a new barbershop, located at 112 W. Idaho Ave. 

Renteria, who completed his training in July, specializes in modern men’s haircuts, including 
fades, and hot towel shaves. Up the Block is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday through 
Friday, and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., on Saturday. Renteria can be reached at (208) 230-8110.

The Marsing School Dis-
trict will welcome its new-
est crop of young ones when 
the elementary school hosts 
kindergarten registration for 
the 2021-22 school year from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 30.

The registration is for in-

coming kindergarten students 
only that live within the dis-
tricts boundaries. Students 
must be 5 years old on or be-
fore Sept. 1.

Parents or guardians must 
be able to provide a certifi ed 
copy of their child’s birth cer-
tifi cate, immunization records, 

and a utility bill in the parent 
or guardian’s name (proof of 
residency within the school 
district). 

The child must also be pres-
ent for registration.

For an appointment, call the 
Marsing School District offi ce 
at (208) 649-5411, ext. 4.

MSD kindergarten registration coming
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Three Homedale students 
received salutes from the local 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
outfi t for their civic-minded 
creations.

Cmdr. Daniel Carlson and 
Quartermaster Harry 
Schumacher from 
Samuel C. Phillips 
III Post 11065 made 
separate trips last 
Wednesday to hand 
o u t  V F W  s w a g , 
certifi cates and prize 
checks.

In the afternoon, the 
two military veterans 
presented a check and prizes 
to Gwen Parker at Homedale 
Middle School for winning the 
Post 11065 Patriot’s Pen essay 
contest. 

The Patriot’s Pen essay 
theme was “What is Patriotism 
to Me?”

Gwen’s parents — Gavin 
and Annie Parker — and HMS 
principal Moss Strong joined 
Carlson and Schumacher in 
Starla Bender’s classroom for 
the presentation.

The eighth-grader earned 
$100 for her championship 
essay, and Bender also received 
a check as the teacher of the 
winning writer.

“We like to give the teacher 
a check to say thanks for 
promoting the program,” 
Carlson said.

The VFW typically makes 
the presentation at a year-
end banquet in December, 
but COVID-19 and other 
issues forced the cancellation 
of the event and pushed the 
presentation into January.

“We appreciate you bringing 
this to our school and making 
this opportunity for the kids,” 
Strong said.

On their morning stop at 
Homedale High School, the 
men congratulated Voice of 
Democracy runner-up Katie 
Christoffersen and third-place 
contestant Jacy Parker. Yes, 
Jacy is Gwen’s older sister.

Th i s  yea r ’s  Vo ice  o f 
Democracy  f ive-minute 

recorded talks answered the 
question: “Is this the country 
the Founders envisioned?”

The  sophomores  a l so 
received some pointers on how 
to improve their presentations 

in case they want to 
take another run at the 
annual contest over 
the next two years.

I t  may behoove 
them to do so because 
there are cash prizes 
all along the route, 
which includes Post, 
District, State, and 
National levels.

The national winner earns 
a $30,000 scholarship, which 
caught both girls’ attention.

Katie is the 15-year-old 
daughter of Jeff Christoffersen 
and Jodie Seward.

Jacy, 16, is the daughter of 
Gavin and Annie Parker.

Among the prizes each girl 
received were a check and a 
VFW-themed water bottle and 
lanyard.

The speech competition has 
been a regular part of U.S. 
History and English teacher Ed 
Lee’s curriculum every year 
since he moved from Caldwell 
High to HHS in 2014.

“(Carlson and Schumacher) 
put out a great effort each 
year,” Lee said. “It also helps 
with students’ writing skills.”

Lee also received a check 
because the 2019-20 Post 
11065 winner came from his 
classroom. Carlson said the 
VFW never had a chance to 
present the check last year. 
Lee’s students swept the Post 
11065 contest a year ago 
with Elizabeth Whitehead 
advancing to the district round 
while Téa Uranga and Allison 
Whitehead fi nished second and 
third, respectively, in the local 
competition.

Five years ago, another of 
Lee’s students — Dylan Burks 
— won the local competition 
and the District 4 contest 
before fi nishing fourth in the 
state. Burks graduated from 
the U.S. Military Academy at 

West Point last spring.
Other recipients in the 

2020-21 Post 11065 awards 
included:

• Homedale resident Alex 
Hamilton, who was runner-
up in the Patriot’s Pen essay 
contest. Alex attends school 
at the Canyon-Owyhee School 
Service Agency Academy in 
Wilder.

• Wanda Taylor of the 
COSSA Academy was third 
in the Patriot’s Pen judging.

• Marcus Robins, a Parma 
resident who attends school 
in Ontario, won the Voice of 

Democracy contest.
— JPB

Homedale eighth-grader wins VFW essay contest
High-schoolers receive checks 

in speech competition

Homedale eighth-grader Gwen Parker (right) receives her check and certifi cate as winner of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Samuel C. Phillips III Post 11065 annual Patriot’s Pen essay contest. 
Post Quartermaster Harry Schumacher (left) and Cmdr. Daniel Carlson make the presentation

Above: Sophomores Jacy Parker (second from left) and Katie Christoffersen (second from 
right) receive recognition for their placing in the Veterans of Foreign Wars Samuel C. Phillips III 
Post 11065 annual Voice of Democracy speech contest. Post Quartermaster Harry Schumacher 
(left) and Cmdr. Daniel Carlson visited Homedale High School last Wednesday to make the 
presentation. Below: The men present a certifi cation to Patriot’s Pen runner-up Alex Hamilton 
at COSSA. Alex has Homedale ties.

Marcus Robins

Folks wanting to visit C.J. 
Strike Reservoir may need to 
fi nd a new route for the next 
few weeks.

Mountain Home Highway 
District workers began a canal 
bridge replacement project 
Monday, and will be on site 
through Feb. 19.

Strike Dam Cutoff Road is 
closed until Feb. 20, eliminating 
access via that road to C.J. 

Strike Dam. The road is open 
from Idaho highway 67 to the 
Air Force Base marina on the 
reservoir, according to a notice 
posted to the Bruneau-Grand 
View School District website.

The road is closed from the 
bridge into Owyhee County. 
For more information, call 
the highway district at (208) 
587-3211.

Dam access will be available 

through Grand View or by 
taking the River Road route. 
Motorists can go through 
Bruneau, too, if necessary, 
according to an Idaho Power 
news release.

Idaho Power facilities will 
be open.

The North Park boat ramp 
is still  accessible. Other 
campgrounds and recreational 
access points are also open. 

Bridge work closes part of Strike Dam Cutoff
Homedale High School’s 

annual senior class cake auction 
will be held next Wednesday.

The Class of 2021 live 
auction will be held at halftime 

of the 3A Snake River Valley 
conference boys’ basketball 
varsity game between the 
Trojans and Weiser. Tipoff is 
7:30 p.m.

In addition to the live auction, 
a silent auction will be held.

Proceeds from the fundraiser 
typically help the senior 
class pay for its all-night 
graduation party inside the 
HHS gymnasium. 

HHS seniors plan cake auction

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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1611 W. Salesyard Rd., Emmett
check our Facebook page for details

FEBRUARY FEEDER SPECIAL
THOUSANDS OF BARGAINS…

YOU CAN BUY, SELL & TRADE!

Saturday, 
Sunday,    

“They have grown into fi ne 
young men that I am encour-
aged to know will be leaders 
of our future.”

Symms’ nominations include 
to the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, N.Y. (Risch), the 
U.S. Naval Academy in Annap-
olis, Md. (Crapo), and the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. (Risch).

Fox has been nominated to 
the Air Force Academy and the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Acad-
emy at Kings Point, N.Y. Ida-
ho’s U.S. senators nominated 
the son of Randy and Lindsey 
Fox to both academies. He has 
a 3.856 grade-point average in 
four years at Homedale.

Both got serious about ap-
plying when their junior years 
rolled around.

“It’s just being a part of 
something bigger than yourself 
and just wanting to serve and 
try to change and become a 
better person,” Symms said.

Fox’s primary focus was 
on an Air Force Academy 
nomination until a senator’s 
aide said he could increase his 
chances for nomination with a 
Merchant Marines Academy 
application.

“That one’s nice because you 
get to pick whatever branch 
you want to go into after your 
four years,” Fox said of the 
Merchant Marines Academy. 
“Or (offi cials) assign you ac-
cording to your education.”

Symms, the son of Dar and 
Jodi Symms, also received 
nominations to West Point and 
Annapolis from Fulcher. He 
has a 4.084 GPA at HHS.

“I wanted to go to an academy 
because I think it’s a great devel-
opment of character,” Symms 
said. “You get lifelong friends. 
You learn so much, and you just 
come out a better person.”

Symms’ grandfathers — Ken 
Fast (Vietnam era) and Dick 
Symms (Korea) — were in the 
service, and Dick was part of 
the Reserve Offi cers’ Training 

Corps (ROTC).
If Symms had his druthers, 

he would like to attend the 
Naval Academy.

Fox’s uncle was in the Air 
Force. He studied nursing, and 
his military service paid for all 
his schooling.

“I just got interested because 
of the learning environment, 
you get all kinds of hands-on 
experience, and they teach you 
stuff about a certain career 
that you want to go into,” Fox 
said.

Fox was drawn to the chance 
for personal improvement, 
but he also understands how 
emerging from an academy as 
an offi cer can help land a good-
paying job after completing 
the fi ve-year, post-graduation 
active duty commitment.

Dawson said he’d like to 
study to be a mechanical en-
gineer and possibly a pilot, so 
Choice No. 1 for him is the Air 
Force Academy.

Symms wants to major in 
engineering or economics.

Symms said he and his foot-
ball teammate should hear about 
possible academy appointment 
in mid-April. Dawson said con-
gressional nominations bump 
their odds of appointment to 
about 60 percent. 

Homedale assistant football 
coach Terry Moore, a 1978 
graduate with honors of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Acad-
emy, has helped the young men 
understand what’s ahead.

“I distinctly recall meeting 
as a class in Bowdich Hall 
during the fi rst week of Indoc-
trination, and the Regimental 
Commander telling each of 

us, ‘Look to your right, look 
to your left. You may mot see 
these people on graduation 
day. They won’t make it.’ ”

Moore said the current ac-
ceptance rate for the Merchant 
Marine Academy is 22 percent, 
which is double that of the Air 
Force Academy (11 percent) 
and better than the Naval 
Academy (eight percent).

The coach imparted his 
unique experience as an alum 
of a service academy, giving 
Symms and Fox an idea of 
daily academy life as well as 
post-graduation obligations 
and career opportunities.

“Getting appointed to a ser-
vice academy is a great accom-
plishment but also just a fi rst 
step,” Moore said. “Finishing 
through to graduation takes a 
lot of discipline, desire, perse-
verance and character.”

The 2019 Naval Academy 
graduation rate was 88 percent 
(79 percent for the Air Force 
Academy), Moore said.

Moore said Symms and Fox 
are good candidates.

“They both have the char-
acter, attributes and academic 
qualifi cations that the service 
academies are looking for in 
a well-rounded individual,” 
he said.

Symms’ older brother, Rich-
ard, is a good friend of Dylan 
Burks, who graduated from 
West Point last spring and 
is the last HHS graduate to 
receive an appointment to a 
service academy.

“I talked to Dylan, and he 
told me it was the best decision 
he has ever made,” Thomas 
Symms said.

To qualify for a nomination, 
the young men submitted an 
application and references 
and had to meet certain scho-
lastic requirements under a 
deadline.

A nomination doesn’t guar-
antee appointment to a service 
academy.

Fox and Symms have com-
pleted the six-part Candidates 
Fitness Assessment (CFA) and 
now must undergo medical as-
sessments.

The CFA physical and motor 
fi tness events are designed to 
measure muscular strength and 
endurance, cardio-respiratory 
endurance, power, balance, and 
agility, according to the Naval 
Academy admissions website.

Events include a basket-
ball throw, pull-ups, shuttle 
run, crunches, push-ups and 
a 1-mile run. There are mini-
mum benchmarks to be met 
with each one.

Both young men credit 
Moore with helping them pre-
pare for leadership aspects.

“Once I learned that they 
were interested in attending 
a service academy, I took the 
time to talk with them about 
their interest and the process 
of getting a nomination and 
applying,” Moore said.

The coach did what coaches 
do: He advised Symms and 
Fox about what the academies 
look for and spoke of the ad-
vantages of attending a service 
academy and the lifetime ben-
efi ts the endeavor offers.

Moore would ask Symms 
and Fox to direct younger 
teammates in after-practice 
duty assignments.

“He’d have me get some of 
the boys to clean out the locker 
room or give us different tasks 
to replicate a scenario an offi -
cer might face,” Fox said.

Moore said the project at 
Mike Matteson Fieldhouse 
also was part of showing ap-
preciation for the community’s 
generosity.

“The Mike Matteson Field-
house is a beautiful facility 
that the family, community and 
boosters have provided for our 
athletes,” Moore said. “To those 
that have been given much, 
much is expected. Keeping the 
fi eldhouse in like-new condition 
is important on many levels.”

Moore earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree and a U.S. 
Coast Guard Marine Engineer-
ing License and was commis-
sioned as an ensign in the U.S. 
Navy.

Symms and Fox were part 
of a group of 60 nominations 
Risch made.

“Every year, I am proud to 
see the commitment to country 
and leadership displayed by 
the young men and women 
who apply to attend our na-
tion’s service academies,” 
Risch said. 

“These nominees represent 
some of Idaho’s fi nest young 
people. I congratulate them on 
being selected and wish them 
the very best throughout the 
admissions process.”

Crapo made 52 nomina-
tions.

“The U.S. military acad-
emies are fi lled with top-tier 
students from across the nation 
who have expressed a deep 
commitment to country and 
service,” Crapo said. “Idaho 
has many promising young 
leaders, and these 52 nominees 
have indicated a willingness to 
pursue higher education at one 
of the esteemed academies. 

“These students have much 
to be proud of, and I look for-
ward to seeing their continued 
successes resulting from their 
hard work.”

Idaho’s congressional dele-
gates announced their nomina-
tions last week. Also included 
in the group was standout bas-
ketball player Grace Jackson 
from Parma, who was nomi-
nated to the Merchant Marines 
Academy (Crapo and Risch).

— JPB

From page 1A
√ Nominations: Coach, Merchant Marines grad helps students prepare

“They both have the character, attri-
butes and academic qualifi cations that 
the service academies are looking for in 
a well-rounded individual.”

— Terry White
Homedale assistant football coach
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PRIME PLUMBING
FOR ALL OF YOUR PLUMBING 

SERVICE NEEDS!

$4000 Coupon!
Please Show Your Plumber 
Upon Service Date and Your 

Discount Will Be Applied.
(This Offer Is Not To Be Added With 

Any Additional Coupons/ Sales.)

SEPTIC

SERVICE
-

WATER FILTRATION & 
SOFTENING SPECIALISTS

RANGE RAISED BEFORE

RANGE RAISED WAS COOL

Doug & Janice Burgess
(208) 337-4094

2725 Mule Springs Road
Homedale, ID  83628

www.burgessangusranch.com

Annual Bull Sale

February 5, 2021

Limited live 
audience allowed

The Homedale High School 
drama club hits the stage with 
its rendition of the musical 
“The Addams Family Young@
Part” at 7 p.m. on Feb. 12 and 
13 in the school’s auxiliary 
gymnasium.

When a play or musical is 
produced and performed, the 
cast earns praise for a job well 
done. Often missed, though, 
are the time and work and cre-
ative skills of the stage crew.

This year’s crew — LaRae 
Stewart, Makenzie Rountree, 
Delyla Kester, Sara Termini, 
and Abi Nelson — will help 
with the frequently thankless 
job of building sets, moving 
them between scenes as quick-
ly as possible, running the cur-
tain, and myriad other tasks 
and responsibilities.

Many of these jobs are 
done behind stage props while 
avoiding lights.

Rountree, a sophomore, is 
stage manager this weekend, 
fi lling the shoes of longtime 
drama assistant (and HHS math 
teacher) Stacy Holton. Despite 
her retirement from teaching, 
Holton is still helping the club 
out with sewing costumes, 
among other duties.

“We are so happy to have her 

help,” director DeAnn Thatch-
er said. “We just can’t let her 
go. Her talents are amazing, 
and she is such a willing vol-
unteer.”

The stage crew’s duties for 
this production have included 
creating a papier-mâché Add-
ams Family tree and painting 
the back wall black.

The crew also cleared the 
stage so Homedale transporta-
tion and maintenance supervi-
sor Dan Aberasturi could hang 
cables for new leg curtains. The 
curtains were fi nanced through 
a 2020 Southwest Idaho Lega-
cy Organization (SILO) grant.

Thatcher has directed about 
30 plays in 13 years as HHS 
drama club advisor.

During the fi rst semester 
production, HHS music teach-
er John Zieske was stage man-
ager, but for the year’s second 
production he is in charge of 
sound and music direction.

With the new in-person at-
tendance limitations, about 100 
people (40 percent of the old 
gym’s capacity) will be able to 
watch the production live. 

Online ticket sales are avail-
able until 5 p.m. on Feb. 12. 
The online tickets are limited 
to the fi rst 125 sold for each 
performance.

Tickets are available through 
BookTix (www.homedale.
booktix.com). It costs $12.50 

for online viewing, while those 
wanting to watch in person will 
pay $5.50 (students) and $7.50 
(adults).

Thatcher said the drama club 
has been able to practice on the 
auxiliary gym stage only once 
because of other demands on 
the gym space from the high 
school and community.

“We have been holding prac-
tices in the band room,” she 
said. “Our students keep ask-
ing for stage practice so we can 
work on our sound, lighting, 
pacing and spacing, backdrops, 
sets, and object placement.”

Thatcher has been research-
ing grants to raise funds to 
build an auditorium with a 
green room, costume room, 
dressing areas as well as an at-
tached ballroom, kitchen and 
bathrooms.

“This dream facility could 
then be used for our practices 
and performances, school and 
community concerts, wed-
dings, dances, quinceañeras, 
reunions, and other fi ne events 
in our community,” she said.

Thatcher knows from previ-
ous research that a lofty project 
like this would cost around $3 
million, but the price might be 
different now.

“Sometimes, when we take 
action and come together, 
dreams can become reality,” 
she said.                        — TK

Stage crew HHS drama’s unsung heroes Courthouse report
A list of felony and misdemeanor dispositions recently 

completed at courtrooms in Murphy and Homedale. Infractions 
are not included:

Jan. 25
Justin Steven Lepore, Homedale — Misdemeanor marijuana 

possession, drug paraphernalia possession (plea deal): 4 days in 
jail (served), $300 in fi nes, $197.50 in court costs. Dismissed 
by prosecuting attorney: Felony controlled substance 
possession

Rosendo Cruz Perez-Flores, Pasco, Wash. — Misdemeanor 
commercial freight regulations, false logbook, serious violation: 
$263.50 in fi nes, $162.50 in court costs

Jan. 22
Dean Edward Back, Kuna — Misdemeanor commercial 

freight regulations, logbook, 14-hour rule violation: $43.50 in 
fi nes, $157.50 in court costs

Michael B. Baker, Marsing — Felony driving under the 
infl uence, excessive, 2nd or subsequent offense (plea deal): 1½ 
to 4 years in prison (suspended), 8 days in jail, 4 years felony 
probation, 2 years driver’s license suspension, $175 in fi nes, 
$465.50 in court costs 

Jesus G. Marquez, Nampa — Felony DUI, found guilty of 
2 or more violations with 15 years (plea deal): 1 to 9½  years 
in prison, 5 years driver’s license suspension, $290.50 in court 
costs. Dismissed by prosecuting attorney: Misdemeanor 
resisting or obstructing offi cers, misdemeanor consume or 
possession alcoholic beverage by driver

Kimberly Lynea Oneel, Caldwell — Felony controlled 
substance possession probation violation: 1 to 4 years in prison 
(510 days served), $485.50 in court costs. Note: Amended 
sentence from 2018 conviction; to be served consecutively with 
2014 Canyon County case

Rebecca Wallace, Winnemucca, Nev. — Felony controlled 
substance possession, misdemeanor drug paraphernalia 
possession (plea deal): 2 to 5 years in prison (suspended), 5 
days in jail (served), 5 years driver’s license suspension, 4 years 
felony probation, $175 in fi nes, $858 in court costs

Tong Yang — Misdemeanor commercial freight regulations, 
inoperative brakes: $43.50 in fi nes, $160.50 in court costs

Jan. 20
Jesus Antonio Segura Perez, Caldwell — Misdemeanor 

DUI: 180 days in jail (3 days served, 177 days suspended), 180 
days driver’s license suspension, 1 year unsupervised probation, 
$500 in fi nes, $202.50 in court costs
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314 S. 6th Avenue, Caldwell
(208) 899-1988

OPEN 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Tuesday-Saturday
Appointments Available

NOWOPEN!

IDAHO INSURANCE, LLC
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE COMPANY, INC.

We strive to offer Idaho’s most affordable, quality insurance. 
Call, click or come by for a free insurance review & price quote

(208) 459-0070 • 1117 Cleveland Blvd. • Caldwell, Idaho • 83605
www.idahoaffordable.com • email: jon@idahoaffordable.com

JON GLANZMAN, AGENT

Tax Planning

— Information compiled from the 
National Weather Service, Bureau of 

Reclamation, Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service and Helena Chemical in 

Homedale

 Snow  Snow     Year-to-date Previous day’s temperature
             Equiv. Depth Precip. Max Min Avg
                     (measured in inches)   (measured in Fahrenheit)
Mud Flat
  01/26 2.5 8 3.2 27 12 21
  01/27 2.5 8 3.2 36 23 30
  01/28 2.5 8 3.2 42 27 33
  01/29 2.5 8 3.2 35 25 32
  01/30 2.6 9 3.3 37 18 28
  01/31 2.6 10 3.3 41 16 29
  02/01 2.6 10 3.3 n/a n/a n/a

Reynolds Creek
  01/26 1.9 4 7.2 n/a n/a n/a
  01/27 2.0 4 7.2 n/a n/a n/a
  01/28 2.3 6 7.4 n/a n/a n/a
  01/29 2.4 6 7.4 n/a n/a n/a
  01/30 2.5 8 7.6 n/a n/a n/a
  01/31 2.6 8 7.6 n/a n/a n/a
  02/01 .6 7 7.6 n/a n/a n/a

South Mountain
  01/26 6.5 22 10.2 25 13 19
  01/27 6.5 22 10.2 31 22 27
  01/28 6.6 22 10.3 34 27 30
  01/29 6.7 23 10.5 34 24 29
  01/30 7.0 27 10.9 36 24 27
  01/31 7.0 26 10.9 42 26 34
  02/01 7.1 27 11.0 n/a n/a n/a

SNOTEL report, Owyhee County sensors
The Bureau of Reclamation 

website showed that the Owyhee 
Reservoir was 49 percent full 
and that water was fl owing in the 
Owyhee River above the reser-
voir at Rome, Ore., at a rate of 
195 cubic feet per second. Water 
is fl owing out at Nyssa, Ore., at a 
rate of 29 cubic feet per second. 
The reservoir held 347,760 acre-
feet of water on Monday.

Water report
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The Homedale Chamber 
of Commerce met last week 
for just the second time since 
public gatherings were limited 
last spring.

There was some reason for 
optimism after the Jan. 26 
gathering of business leaders 
at The Bowling Alley, includ-
ing an infl ux of new Chamber 
members and those express-
ing interest in joining.

The core members pres-
ent at all meetings, including 
Homedale Chamber president 
Gavin Parker, vice-president 
Sheila Matteson, a repre-
sentative from the City of 
Homedale, and a few other 
local businesses were there. 
And there were new faces.

Richard Babineaux, a 
Wilder-based Edward Jones 
fi nancial advisor, Vance and 
Nikki Borowski from Owyhee 
Candle Co., Big Valley Gun 
and Pawn’s Sam Clark, Jesus 
Renteria from the Up the Block 
barber shop, and Curtis Batho 
from Treasure Valley Fence & 
Feed made initial appearances 
at the, under normal circum-
stances, monthly meeting.

“Sorry for those of you who 
have tried to come (to meet-
ings) at times for the last 
year,” Parker said. “It’s been 
interesting to say the least.”

Parker also reported that the 
number of Chamber members 
dropped from 42 in 2019 to 18 
in 2020 because the member re-
cruitment drive was suspended 
in the fi rst week of February. 
The drive typically involves 
making calls and sending out 
invoices to existing members 
to get commitment to the cur-
rent year’s roster.

Because it was just the second 
meeting in nearly a year (the 
October meeting drew just four 
participants), Parker provided 
an overview of the Chamber’s 
activities and benefi ts.

The regular activities the 
Chamber organizes are the 
annual Easter egg hunt at 
Sundance Park, Safe ‘n’ Sane 
Halloween, and the Homedale 
for the Holidays parade and 
tree lighting.

Chamber members get the 
benefi t of a business listing 
on the website shared with 
City of Homedale (www.
cityofhomedale.org), includ-
ing scrolling banner ads with 
business logos, and a link to 
the business website.

Parker said that members 
also become part of a net-
work in which participants 
can support each other and 
provide assistance when 
needed. Chamber meetings 
frequently involve business 
leaders brainstorming ways of 
attracting business to the city 
and increasing involvement in 
community activities.

Annual dues is $35 for busi-
nesses with one to fi ve employ-
ees, $45 for six to 10 employ-
ees, and $60 for 11 or more.

Businesses that paid 2020 
dues are considered paid for 
2021 as well because of the 
exceptional circumstances that 
reduced the number of meet-
ings last year, Parker said.

“Call it our COVID-19 re-
lief fund,” he said.

Homedale Mayor Gheen 
Christoffersen updated the 
group of activity that will cre-
ate changes in the city.

He said the Idaho Transpor-
tation Department plans road 
reconstruction along Idaho 
Avenue from 4th Street East 
to 4th Street West. The work is 
set to begin this summer.

“It’s not clear if it’s going 
to be delayed by COVID,” 
Christoffersen said. “It’s go-
ing to be an inconvenience 
for a lot of people and a lot of 
businesses.

“We tell them it’s the best 
road we have in town, and we 
want people to know that it’s 
not us doing it but the state.”

He said there are multiple 
sewer projects set to begin soon 
and that they may take three to 
four years to complete.

“We’re under contract to get 
it done by 2023, but it’s hard 
saying if we’ll get it all done 
by then,” he said.

The Chamber will meet next 
at noon on Tuesday, Feb. 23 at 
The Bowling Alley.      — TK

Homedale Chamber 
back in swing of things
Lack of meetings, recruitment stunted 

2020 membership

The Homedale Senior Center 
remains closed because of 
COVID-19 concerns.

As has been the case for most 
of the last year, however, the 
center is still offering curbside 
pickup of lunches three days 
each week.

The thrift store is also open 
at 224 W. Idaho Ave. The store 
is open from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. A limited number 

of shoppers will be let in at 
one time, and everyone must 
wear masks.

Curbside meals are available 
for pick-up between noon 
and 1 p.m., and folks must 
order ahead by calling (208) 
337-3020. A $5 donation is 
suggested.

The center also continues its 

Meals on Wheels delivery in 
Marsing and Homedale.

The February board of 
directors meeting will be 
scheduled when possible.

All other activities — Fit and 
Fall exercise, ladies’ coffee 
group, and foot clinics — 
are suspended until further 
notice.

Homedale Sr. Center still closed to public

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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Jon P. Brown, managing editor

Eyes on Owyhee

— See Postal, Page 13A

Commentary

On the 
edge of 
common sense

Baxter Black, DVM

Idaho Assoc. of Counties

Marginal Quotes
• “As long as you’ve got good elimination, you’ve 

got it made.” Uncle Leonard
• “If a man can’t drive in a bar ditch, he’s got no 

business on the highway.” – Tink
• “When asked how she got to be president, Anita 

replied, ‘I missed the meeting’.”
• “You can’t used too much tape.” –Dr. Allen
• Tom Hall says, “I enjoy all company. Some when 

they arrive, some when they leave.”
• “A true friend will tell you if yer hat’s on 

backwards.” – Calvin
• “I’d rather be at the head of the ditch with a 

shovel than at the bottom with a decree.” – Tom on 
irrigation rights

• “If they won’t come, you can’t stop ’em.” – Jim 
B.

• “He’s stooping to new heights.” – Sandy
• “His eyes are so squinty they could blindfold him 

with dental fl oss.” – Buck
• “They teach chickens to lay eggs by walkin’ back 

‘n’ forth in front of them with a hatchet humming, 
‘Um, um, good, um, um, good ...’ ” – Doug

• “The right to be heard does not include the right 
to be taken seriously.” – Hubert H.

• “If you wanna put out a fi re, start yer own!” – 
Hoot

• “Cowboys walk in parts.” – Peter
• “You have to know Mr. Dewey well in order to 

dislike him.” – Margaret T.
• “Bank examiners come in after the battle and 

shoot the wounded.” – Boyd
• “Horse shoein’s not so hard. It’s just the dread of 

doing it.” – Carl
• “His sleeping bag smelled like they drove geese 

into it and beat them to death.” – Oly K.
• “You are what you eat” ... but I say, “You are 

where you walk.”
• “It’s been a month of Mondays!” Sheryl
• “I don’t deserve this award, but I’ve got sinus and 

I don’t deserve it either.” –Ace R.
• “Sometimes you have no choice, so take it!”
• On fundraising, “Don’t put all your hands in one 

pocket.”
• “If yer smart you’ll always believe in Santa 

Claus.” – Judy
• “Sure you can sell out when things are good. But 

then what will you do?” – John
• “Of course your waffl e is tough, you ate the 

potholder.”
                      
— Visit Baxter’s Web site at www.baxterblack.com 

for more features and to purchase Baxter Black books, 
CDs and DVDs. His latest release is a collection of 
three audio books taking his usual humorous look at 
rodeo. Be sure to mention The Owyhee Avalanche 
when ordering.

Idaho Legislature could fi nd ways 
to provide property tax relief

— See Relief, Page 13A

It took a month and another batch of unhappy sub-
scribers, but we fi nally have an answer to the delivery 
problems The Owyhee Avalanche has experienced.

The explanation per the U.S. Postal Service — there 
is no guarantee that subscribers outside Homedale will 
receive their newspapers by Wednesday each week 
because overnight delivery isn’t a given.

Apparently, it has never been the USPS policy to get 
newspapers delivered by Wednesday each week.

Apparently, Avalanche subscribers outside Homedale 
(and in some cases just outside the Homedale city lim-
its) just get lucky when they receive a newspaper dated 
for a Wednesday publication date on a Wednesday. Or 
the correct Wednesday.

Needless to say, this came as a shock to a guy who 
has made his living reporting “news” and not “olds” 
(sorry, old journalism joke).

As has been reiterated time and again, it is our job 
here at the Avalanche to deliver timely information to 
our readers so they can make a contribution in their 
communities or just support events in their backyard.

However, the revelation that the Postal Service 
doesn’t hold the same pride in service as we do may 
require some changes on our end.

If can’t beat ’em, join ’em, eh?

(Let’s stop here for a second 
and let it be known that the 
postmasters in Homedale and Marsing have bent over 
backwards in trying to help us get the Avalanche in the 
hands of readers on time).

For years, it has been an (incorrect) assumption that 
items reported in the Avalanche each week could in-
clude things that were happening on the evening of the 
day the newspaper would show up in mailboxes.

Of course, most of the information we put in the 
newspaper is couched with consideration to the pos-
sibility that a Wednesday newspaper may show up in 
Bruneau or Grand View or Jordan Valley on Thursday. 
That’s the way things go sometimes with the postal 
system.

But now instead of it being a case of Situation 
Normal All Fouled Up, the SNAFU is actually SOP 
(Standing Operation Procedure).

That means it’s a good bet that even newspapers 
bound for Marsing could show up on Thursday be-
cause — as explained last month in this space — all 
newspapers not destined for most Homedale addresses 
leave the Homedale Post Offi ce bound for the USPS 

Answers to the postal problem

In 2018, the Idaho Legislature passed more than $200 
million in income tax relief. In fi scally conservative 
Idaho, this tax relief was welcomed. Over the past few 
years, we have witnessed a new clamor for tax relief. 
This time, it isn’t income tax relief that many Idahoans 
are asking for. It is property tax relief.

As county commissioners, we get it. Nobody 
likes property taxes. In growing areas of the state 
especially, property taxes are becoming an even 
heavier burden for homeowners and renters who 
end up paying property taxes indirectly through rent 
payments. We have heard time and time again that 
Idahoans are struggling with the rapid rise in property 
taxes thanks in large part to the rocketing rise in home 
values and unprecedented growth. 

Many of the services that counties provide are 
required by the state and/or constitution. This means 
that counties cannot rely on budget cuts as a sound 
policy for providing tax relief. This does not mean 
that there are no other ways property tax relief 
could be provided. Here are some proposals that 
we are confi dent would provide property tax relief, 
sometimes signifi cantly, if the Legislature would 
agree to implement these ideas.

Currently sheriffs are only allowed to charge a $5 
administrative fee for driver’s licenses, but in reality, 
it costs the sheriff’s offi ce closer to $8 per license 
to cover the cost. This results in property taxpayers 
getting stuck with providing a subsidy to the licensee. 
The Legislature could remedy this by raising the fee 
on driver’s licenses. While county commissioners 
have the authority to raise some administrative fees 
related to the DMV, fees related to driver’s licenses 
and many other DMV services are often subsidized 
by property taxpayers because of an inability to raise 

those fees without a change in state law. Property 
taxes should not be used as a subsidy when a service 
can be paid directly by the users. 

More state funding for public defense and district 
courts could be used to off-set property taxes. 
While the state does provide some funding for these 
services, property taxpayers have to supplement to 
maintain these state-mandated services.  

Giving counties the ability to implement a local 
option tax could also provide signifi cant property tax 
relief especially in growing areas and areas that draw 
signifi cant amounts of tourism. Currently, only resort 
communities with a population of less than 10,000 
are allowed to collect this type of tax. Local option 
taxing authority would allow counties to diversify 
how they raise revenues, allowing us to be less reliant 
on property taxes as a key revenue source.

Re-indexing the homeowner’s exemption would 
provide signifi cant property tax relief to homeowners, 
especially those who own homes worth between 
$100,000 and 200,000. Legislators indexed the 
homeowner’s exemption in 2006 with Gov. Risch 
signing the bill into law. In 2016, the Legislature 
removed this index even though home values 
were rising rapidly. Since that time, the property 
tax burden shifted significantly onto the backs 
of homeowners. Re-indexing the homeowner’s 
exemption would provide immediate relief for many 
of those homeowners hit the hardest with rising 
property tax bills. 

Increasing access to the circuit breaker property 
tax relief program for those who may be struggling 
the most fi nancially, could address more immediate 
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√ Postal: Changes necessary when USPS can’t guarantee prompt delivery
From Page 12A

Commentary
Financial management

Dear Dave,
Your plan has been a lifesaver 

for us. Why do you think some 
people are unwilling to listen 
to good advice, and make 
changes in their fi nances? 

— Tammi

Dear Tammi,
Thank you so much for all 

the kind words. I’m really 
proud of you two for putting 
in the effort and hard work 
that goes along changing your 
fi nancial behaviors and gaining 
control of your money.

I think there are several 
reasons why some folks resist 
making changes in their lives, 
even when those changes would 
make things a whole lot better 
and easier for them. One of 

those things is often denial. 
My dad used to tell me 90 

percent of solving a problem 
is realizing and admitting a 
problem exists. I’m convinced 
that one of the major factors 
keeping people from winning 
with money is they don’t realize 
they even have a problem. 
If you are apathetic because 
you think things like debt and 
living paycheck-to-paycheck 
are OK or just the way things 
are, you’ll be unwilling — 
or even afraid — to make 
the big changes necessary to 
achieve big results. Debt is so 
ingrained into our culture that 
most Americans can’t envision 
a car without a payment, or 
college without student loans. 
We’ve been sold on the idea 

of debt so aggressively that 
most folks don’t believe life 
without a pile of payments is 
possible.  

Also, change is painful. 

Most people won’t change 
until the pain of where they 
are exceeds the pain of change. 
No matter who you are, where 
you’re at right now fi nancially 
is, in large part, a sum total of 
the decisions you’ve made to 
this point. If you don’t like 
where you are, you have to 
acknowledge the fact that 
things need to change — you 
need to change.

Finally, there’s an element 
of ignorance involved. Don’t 
get me wrong, I don’t mean 
being dumb or stupid. What 
I’m talking about is a simple 
lack of good information. 
Anyone can learn things, if 
they’ll just admit they don’t 
have all the answers and set 
their minds to studying and 

educating themselves on a 
topic. If you’re not careful, 
what you don’t know about 
money will make you broke 
and keep you broke!

— Dave Ramsey is a seven-
time No. 1 national best-selling 
author, personal fi nance expert, 
and host of The Dave Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 16 
million listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS This 
Morning, Today Show, Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business, 
and many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people regain 
control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. 
He also serves as CEO for 
Ramsey Solutions.

Culture, resistance to change, ignorance keep people broke

DAVE Says

√ Relief: Local option tax is one way counties could lessen burden
From Page 12A

Contacting elected offi cials

taxpayer needs. This could especially aid older 
individuals on a limited income with home values 
skyrocketing across the state. 

Finally, Gov. Brad Little recently proposed a 
historic tax cut of more than $400 million thanks to 
the record state budget surplus. We argue that while 
income tax relief would be nice, that is not what 
most Idahoans are clamoring for. We support using 

online sales tax collections currently accruing at a 
record-breaking rate in the tax relief fund to provide 
signifi cant property tax relief. 

We urge the House, Senate and Gov. Little to work 
with us as your local partners who are the boots on 
the ground. We hear from our constituents daily. 
We can relate because we, too, are homeowners. 
We are struggling to balance the fi nancial needs 
of the counties with the property tax relief that is 

also urgently needed. Please help us by providing 
signifi cant property tax relief while also ensuring 
proper funding for the many services that counties 
are mandated to provide. 

— Owyhee County Dist. 1 Commissioner Jerry 
Hoagland was among commissioners from 22 of 
Idaho’s 43 counties who signed this op-ed distributed 
by the Idaho Association of Counties.

distribution hub in South Boise before (eventually, 
we hope) making their way back to the addressed 
destination.

That also means that information about any event 
happening on a Wednesday in any town in our coverage 
area but Homedale must be publicized at least a week 
ahead of time in the Avalanche.

Given the occasional slowness of the mail, we have 
tried to do this anyway for the benefi t of those readers 
who are on the outer rings of our coverage area.

Now, it will have to be a matter of procedure that 
mid-week events get a run in the Avalanche at least a 
week ahead of time.

Of course, looking at our deadlines, that also means 
that submitting such information — for articles or the 
community calendar — has a new protocol.

In the past, information for events scheduled for 

Feb. 3 or Feb. 4, for example, would have been due to 
the newsroom by noon on Jan. 29 to get a chance for 
“same-day” publication.

Now information for an event scheduled for next 
Wednesday or Feb. 11 should have been received by 
Jan. 29 to ensure publication in an edition that folks 
would have seen in time to take advantage of the 
event.

So, the submission deadline will be altered for folks 
to submit information on fundraisers or events that 
occur outside of Homedale.

Now, the information must be received at least 
TWO WEEKS before the event to guarantee a timely 
announcement about the event.

For example, if you want to publish an announce-
ment or calendar item for an event scheduled for Feb. 
17 or Feb. 18, please send all the pertinent details, 
including a contact phone number, to the Avalanche by 

noon Friday. You can send it by email to jon@owyhee-
avalanche.com, mail it to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, ID 
83628, or fax it to (208) 337-4867.

So, the new rule of thumb to make sure the com-
munity has plenty of notice about an upcoming event 
is to send it in time to publish a week (at least) before 
it happens.

That’ll require some planning, of course, but we 
appreciate you keeping the Avalanche in mind when 
it comes to publicizing your events.

We’re here to help and continue our mission of giv-
ing Owyhee country community members information 
about their world.

The mission now includes, apparently, being adap-
tive to postal policies that contradict our primary goal 
of serving the community.

I thank our readers for their patience through this 
latest inconvenience.

County commissioners
Jerry Hoagland, District 1 (R-Wilson)

Chairman
Phone — (208) 318-8308

Kelly Aberasturi, District 2 (R-Homedale)
Phone — (208) 249-4405
E-mail — kraberasturi@yahoo.com

Joe Merrick, District 3 (R-Grand View)
Phone — (208) 834-2641
E-mail —jvmerrick@hotmail.com

Municipalities
Homedale City Hall

31 W. Wyoming Ave., (208) 337-4641
Mayor — Gheen Christoffersen
City council — Mike Aebischer, Jerry 
Anderson, Steve Atkins, and Aaron Tines
Meetings — 6 p.m., on second Wednesday

Marsing City Hall
18 Sandbar Ave., (208) 896-4122

Mayor — Chad Sevy

City council — Chris Even, Marie Herman, 
Rachael Percifi eld and Brandy Bennett
Meetings — 7 p.m., on second Wednesday

Grand View City Hall
425 Boise Ave., (208) 834-2700 
Open noon to 4:30 p.m., Mon.-Thurs.
Mayor — Danny Martinez
City council — John Morrison, Tom Payne, 
Jon Pennington and Opal Ward
Meetings — 6 p.m., on second Wednesday



Page 14A Wednesday, February 3, 2021

Looking back...
from the fi les of The Owyhee Avalanche and Owyhee Chronicle

50 years ago25 years ago 155 years ago

February 3, 1866

DIAMONDS AND HOG-EM.. – A subscriber 
writing from Hog’em asks us the following questions, 
and desires an answer by express, but to prevent 
further impertinent queries being advanced by similar 
inquiring minds, we’ll endeavor to dispose of it all at 
once. He asks, fi rst – “Do you know whether there 
are diamonds in Owyhee, and if so, how many; or 
are you lying generally?” The style of that question 
is objectionable, but for fear of receiving more of the 
same sort, we shall respectfully reply that we believe 
Owyhee to be exceedingly rich in diamonds; about 
how many, though, is a silly question, and is the 
offspring of a mischievous mind; generally, we follow 
the parting instructions of our good old parents, who 
admonished us to always speak the truth and very 
little of that. Again: “Admitting there are diamonds 
in Owyhee, by what process do you propose to make 
them profi table to work?” As we are supposed to own 
(!) and run this section of country, particularly the 
diamond territory, it behooves us to explain. The only 
practical plan we have heard suggested for working 
Owyhee diamonds, is by “the Pilgrim Process.” A 
friend of ours, who has spent some weeks in Diamond 
District, says he has incorporated a number of pismire 
nests that are running his mine very successfully. 
This process was suggested to him at the time of the 
“fi rst rush,” when most of the precious gems were 
obtained in the top of the ant-hills. By incorporating 
a large number of these nests, he expects to supply 
a large demand for diamonds, now that the mines 
of Golconda and Brazil are about exhausted. These 
insects are very industrious; show no disposition to 
strike for the eight-hour system or higher wages – in 
short, so far they have worked for nothing and found 
themselves. They work shifts, and put in all the time. 
They are not divided on “the County Seat question” – 
that is organized in mutual damnation societies – are 
not troubled by petitions for this or that, and are better 
adapted naturally for searching the earth in diamond 
mining than man – it being necessary to prospect on all 
fours. Our Hog’em subscriber further inquires, if we 
don’t “think the stones with which Stephen was pelted 
wouldn’t sell for more to Barnum than all our Owyhee 
gems; also, the ‘brick’ that Noah got in his hat after 
his safe journey ’round the Horn?’ ” These, and other 
similar queries, would not receive any further notice 
if we had space and time – they don’t come within the 
province of arts or science; such interrogatories arise 
in the minds of devilishly disposed persons. 

RUMOR. – We have it from a respectable source 
that a spirit of conciliation between the two Owyhee 
emporiums is being manifested. It has been wisely 
suggested that owing to the great distance between 
the two cities each should have a resident Ambassador 
from the other. It is proposed to petition his Excellency, 
the Governor of I. T., to make the appointment. As 
the Governor is certainly unprejudiced, he would 
doubtless make wise selections. We have heard the 
name of John C. Holgate, Esq., of Ruby, mentioned as 
a suitable man for the Silver mission. The Silverites 
would receive him warmly. Miles and Brown (not J. 
L.) are seeking the position. As the peace and dignity 
of the two emporiums are at stake, we hope the 
Governor will not decide hastily. The Silverites are 
urging Hughey McGraw for the diplomatic honors. 
We’ve heard the Rubyites speak well of him. We are 
glad that matters are becoming more conciliatory, and 
that the goose is assuming a greater attitude.

February 4, 1971

THIS SNAKE RIVER catfish is one of the 
species now being subjected to additional sampling 
in prescribed areas by the Idaho Fish and Game 
Department to determine whether the occurrence 
of residual mercury is within the tolerance limit 
established by the Food and Drug Administration. Fish 
samples will be analyzed by gas chromatograph at the 
Idaho Department of Health laboratory in Boise. Trout 
in Jordan Creek were found to have mercury above 
tolerance limits prescribed by the health department.

Cattlemen plan winter confab at Murphy Feb. 6
The 5th annual winter meeting of the Owyhee 

Cattlemen’s Association will be held at the Murphy 
courthouse at 5 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 6. The directors 
have worked out the following program according to 
Jess Wilson, secretary:

5-5:30 – “Sonoray and New Meat Programs from 
the University of Idaho”, Dr. John Miller, extension 
meat specialist.

5:30-6 – “Redwater, Vibriosis and Brucellosis in 
Cattle”, Dr. Richard Hall, extension veterinarian.

6-6:30 – “What’s Ahead in Public Lands”, William 
Matthews, state director of the BLM.

6:30-7 – “Public Land Law Review Report”, Walter 
Little, chairman, Idaho State Land Law Review 
Commission.

7-7:30 – Business.
7:30 – 9 – Personality Adjustment Period and 

Potluck immediately following.

Trojan band will play at Caldwell clinic
Homedale high school band will participate in 

a three school band clinic being held Friday and 
Saturday at the Caldwell high school. The two-day 
event for bands from Homedale, Caldwell and Nampa 
will conclude with a concert at 8 p.m. Saturday 
evening in the Caldwell high school gym, according 
to Roger Fordyce, Caldwell band director.

Guest clinicians will be Mel Shelton, director of the 
Boise State College band, and Dick Miller, The College 
of Idaho band director. Both will direct numbers with 
both the ensemble and the band. Preparing their 
students for the event are directors Bill Schink, Nampa; 
Duane Root, Homedale, and Fordyce.

Trojans move tied with Pilgrims, Vikings in SWI
The Trojans were all wearing hot pants Friday 

night when they walked to the free-throw line and 
took advantage of Middleton charity to capture a 
79-61 victory.

With two minutes remaining in the third quarter, 
the Trojans found themselves in the lead and went to 
the stall. The Vikings went to the foul route, hoping 
to get the ball back for the two-pointers.

But their strategy boomeranged as the dead-eyed 
Trojans hit 21 of 32 from the line in the fi nal stanza 
to tuck away the victory.

The win puts Homedale in a three-way SWIL tie 
for with New Plymouth and Middleton all at 3-1. 
Middleton is 9-4 overall and Homedale 8-5.

February 7, 1996

Reward for service
OCA president Mike Hanley presented a western print 

to Donna Watterson of the Owyhee County Extension 
Offi ce for her good work over the past years.

Freedom, cattle discussed by OCA
Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association president Mike 

Hanley designed a different program for the OCA 
winter meeting this past Saturday in Murphy – 
different than perhaps any in the past, he said. 
“Our message this time isn’t about animal diseases 
or whatever, what we’re talking about here is 
patriotism,” he said. “Whether we’re cattlemen or 
agency folks or whatever, we’re all Americans and 
we all need to think about our freedom.”

Hanley invited Case Visser of Parma to speak about 
the German occupation of his native Holland during 
the 1940s. Visser recounted his impressions of the 
war, American pilots, and the changes in America he 
has seen since he emigrated twenty years ago.

Retired Air Force Colonel Bernie Fisher of Kuna 
was also present to speak of his tour in Vietnam in 
1966, which ended when he won the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for saving his wingman’s life.

Both men spoke on what American and their 
freedom means to them.

Snake River Adjudication at OCA
Reynolds Creek rancher Jerry Hoagland gave a 

report on the Snake River Basin Adjudication, which 
is going to have a big effect on Reynolds Creek water 
users, he said. Hoagland said that the adjudication 
judge has decided to use representative cases to settle 
general issues, which puts a great deal of pressure on 
whoever gets picked.

Reynolds Creek water had been adjudicated about 
ten years ago, Hoagland said, and water-users in 
the area were hopeful of avoiding the SRBA. An 
environmental group appealed, however, and now 
Hoagland said that Reynolds Creek has been included 
in Issue #5, which will decide who has a right to early 
and late season use of run-off water.

Hoagland is concerned because the Reynolds Creek 
ranchers don’t have very much time to begin a case to 
defend their rights, and he is also concerned because all 
Idaho water rights are being decided by a few cases.

Marsing auction raises $31,000
The 35th Annual Community Disaster Auction and 

Sale in Marsing Saturday raised $31,000 for local per-
sons who experience natural disasters and are in need 
of relief aid. The funds also help purchase the local am-
bulance and supplies needed for ambulance operations. 
The auction was held at Marsing Elementary School.
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NEW OWNERSHIP SINCE NOVEMBER 2018
REBUILDING IS RECYCLING

337-5057 

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

CARPET CARE & JANI-

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

METAL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

SAND & GRAVEL

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

PAINTING

Residential - Commercial  
Interiors - Exteriors - Restorations 

Remodels - Cabinets - Doors  
"You Name It, We Can Paint It"

Licensed and Insured 
Free Estimates 

LANDSCAPING

Kelly Landscaping

Cell - (208) 919-3364
Idaho License # RCE-32060

GREG KELLY - OWNER
FREE ESTIMATES

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Sprinkler Systems
Installation, Maintenance, Blowouts. Professional Design: 

Specializing in 1 to 10 acre yard & pasture systems. No Brown Spots Guaranteed
Lawn Mowing

Mowing, Edging, Trimming, Fertilization, Weed Control
Misc Services:

Backhoe Services, Sod, Seeding, Fall & Spring Cleanups. No Job Too Small
Proudly using American Made Products & Equipment

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
Neck & Back Pain  ♦  Athletic Injuries 

Auto Accidents  ♦  Work Injuries 
for more details go to: 

 www.homedalechiropractic.com 

Call 208-337-4900     J. Edward Perkins, Jr, DC, NMD 
No Cost Consultations              111 S. Main, Homedale, ID 

AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION

Modern solutions for your irrigation needs

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Idaho Lic# 10158
Oregon Lic# 208948

PAINTING

RCE #26126

jacdav7673@yahoo.com
19083 Batt Corner Rd. 

Wilder, Id 83676

CALL 482-0103
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

www.bauerheatingandcooling.com

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

Live and
Internet 
Auctions

AUCTION SERVICES

CUSTOM MEATS

RISING STAR 
CUSTOM MEATS, llc.

formerly JOHNSTON BROTHER MEATS
Custom Butchering, 

Cutting and Wrapping
Beef—Hogs—Sheep—Wild Game

Unique line of specialty items
including the lost art of 14 day aging

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES DENTAL SERVICES

MEDICAL   
MARSING 
201 Main St. 
896-4159 
 

MEDICAL   
HOMEDALE 
108 E. Idaho Ave. 
337-3189 

DENTAL   
HOMEDALE 
Eight 2nd St. W. 
337-6101 

www.trhs.org            We accept Medicaid, Medicare & Insurance. Reduced fees available for qualified patients. 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GENE'S SMALL 
ENGINE REPAIR, LLC
LAWN EQUIPMENT

ENGINE REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
FREE ESTIMATES

208-850-9146
PLUMBING

“Your true local 
hometown plumber”

Service - Residential & Commercial

Repair & Replacement

ELECTRICIAN

Isert 
Electric

Insured and Licensed
Owyhee County

“Over 35 years experience”

Brian Isert
Master Electrician

WELDING & REPAIR

Serving the Wilder, 
Homedale and Marsing areas

Portable Welding, 

Custom Fabrication, 

Equipment, Irrigation

 Aluminum & Steel 

Trailer Repairs

Eric: (208) 901-5675

LLC.

STARTERS / ALTERNATORS

ESSENTIAL oils for a 
HEALTHY You!

Natural effective, safe & 
affordable health solutions. 

ESSENTIAL OILS DOG GROOMING

20488 Pinto Lane, 
Caldwell, ID 83607

Call us for all your irrigation needs!
Cole Kaiserman (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535

Matt Hansen (208) 989-7013
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216

Cole Kaisermann (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216
Garth Frederick (208) 899-0197

FULL SERVICE
DOG GROOMING

FLOORING SALES & INSTALL

TOOLS & SUPPLIES - Call for appointment

bfcinc@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

REBUILT & NEW OPEN: MON-FRI
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

upperedgepro@gmail.com

STARTER & ALTERNATOR REPAIR

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK
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Owyhee Auto Supply
Homedale - (208) 337-4668 
Marsing - (208) 896-4815LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1977

FREE BATTERY, 
ALTERNATOR & 
STARTER TESTS

FREE
BATTERY

CHARGING

IN STOCK: HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS

WELDING GASSES & SUPPLIES

All NapaGold 

from

NAPA Oil & Filter Sale
February 3-15, 2021

Assisted living care for a loved one…
peace of mind for their family.

 
401 N 8th Street

Parma Idaho  83660
208-722-5496

 
Melissa Truesdell

Residential Care Administrator
Georgia Nelson, RN

Resident Care Manager

Schkade, district 
fund balance 

amounts differ

by Mandi Boren
For The Owyhee Avalanche
The Bruneau-Grand View 

School District is moving for-
ward with plans to ask voters for 
a supplemental levy of $300,000 
per year for two years.

During a Jan. 18 special 
meeting, trustees narrowly ap-
proved, 3-2, a measure for the 
March 9 ballot.

Zone 3 Trustee Raelynn 
Schkade and Zone 1 Trustee 
Gary Jones cast the dissenting 
votes.

In the meeting, Jones said he 
was in favor of a levy but at a 
reduced amount of $200,000 
per year. No board member pro-
vided a second for Schkade’s 
motion to amend the amount 
to $100,000 per year.  

In an email to The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Schkade explained 
the rationale behind her dissent-
ing vote. 

“Providing the highest qual-
ity education and being fi scally 
responsible can be achieved 
without running a levy. It is a 
misuse of the public’s trust to 

keep our community’s property 
taxes infl ated,” she said.

“We must ask ourselves, ‘If 
we don’t need it, why do we 
continue to ask for it?’ ”

She said a levy was “not 
necessary,” but added that if the 
district did decide to ask for a 
levy, she would only support “a 
very modest amount.”

“We have over $3.6 million 
in our fund balances, and in 
the previous two years we have 
not spent a penny of our levy 
funds,” Schkade said.

Schkade also said that the 
district’s current revenue from 
the state is enough money 
“to adequately educate the 
students and offer preferred 
extra-curricular activities while 
still completing our prioritized 
facilities projects. We currently 
spend far more per student than 
the state average and have a 
much higher teacher-to-student 
ratio than most schools.”

She also said that an increase 
over the “past couple years” of 
state and federal revenue has 
allowed the district to “explore 
adding new and advanced op-
portunities/activities.”

A Jan. 24 press release from 
district superintendent Ryan 
Cantrell and a review of the 
budget confi rmed that the dis-

trict’s current general fund bal-
ance is roughly $2.1 million. 

Schkade explained her higher 
fi gure by including all district 
fund balances, including child 
nutrition, bond, plant facilities 
and governmental funds.

Cantrell explained that the dis-
trict also has roughly $900,000 
saved for capital expenditures. 
The board recently approved 
a request for qualifi cations to 
construct a maintenance facil-
ity, which he estimated will 
cost around $275,000 from that 
budget line.

He went on to explain that 
“all other carry-over dollars 
are earmarked for federal pro-
grams, bond payments, etc., 
and must be spent on programs 
specifi ed by the account restric-
tions.”

Cantrell said operating three 
facilities costs the district an 
extra $250,000 to $350,000 per 
year depending on the year. 

“Levy dollars go into the gen-
eral fund, to be spent as trustees 
see fi t,” Cantrell explained.

According to an email pro-
vided by the district, some 
of the general fund expenses 
incurred in the past three years 
have included:

• Maintenance equipment 
— $39,500

• Tractor — $31,000
• Emergency alarm  — 

$16,000
•  P a i n t  f o r  g y m s  — 

$50,000
• Playground equipment — 

$75,000
• Water pump and fi ltration 

system — $30,000
• Football fi eld bleachers/

lighting — $54,000
• ADA-compliant bus — 

$41,000
• Staff retention and recruit-

ment (including advanced 
education) — $60,000

• Activities bus — $22,000
“We do not differentiate 

between levy dollars and gen-
eral fund dollars when we’re 
paying our bills and funding 
programs,” Cantrell said. 

In a letter to the school board, 
the district’s Ad Hoc Levy 
Committee explained the fund 
balance:

“At the current time, the 
district enjoys a healthy fund 
balance. This can be attributed 
to judicious spending of his-
torical levy funds as well as 
several sources of unplanned 
and unexpected income.” 

The letter went on to state that 
the committee felt a levy was 
“critical to support historical 
and planned spending … and to 

maintain a partial contribution 
to current programs.”

Parent and levy committee 
member Melissa Raymond 
said the committee spent many 
hours reviewing and discussing 
the district budget and current 
and future needs.

“While the district has re-
ceived some unexpected funds 
the last few years, these monies 
are not guaranteed in future 
years,” Raymond said.

“If we want to continue op-
erating our schools without 
making teacher and program 
cuts, we need to pass a levy. 
As a mother of children in this 
school district, I want us to 
strive for excellence not me-
diocrity.” 

The requested amount of 
$300,000 per year for two 
years is a reduction from the 
$400,000-per-year levy that 
is set to expire at the end of 
this school year. Both amounts 
are also a decrease from the 
2017-2019 levy of $500,000 
per year.

— Mandi Boren, an Oreana 
resident, covers the Grand 
View-Bruneau-Oreana area for 
The Owyhee Avalanche. Send 
news tips to her at mandi@
owyheeavalanche.com

Bruneau-Grand View trustee: Levy isn’t necessary

A local fellowship is hold-
ing a series of public gospel 
meetings every Wednesday 
through the end of the month 
at the Wilder Rural Fire Protec-

tion Station, 601 Patriot Way, 
Wilder.

The fellowship, which fo-
cuses on folks in the Homedale 
and Wilder area, worship in the 

spirit of the New Testament, 
which told of missionaries who 
traveled to meet in homes on 
Sunday mornings for family 
fellowship for all ages.

The local fellowship is part of 
a ministry that teaches the Bi-
ble across the world. The men 
and women who are part of this 
ministry have left their homes 
and jobs to preach the gospel, 
free of charge, working in pairs 
as instructed in the New Testa-
ment. Local residents usually 
host these missionaries.

The public is invited to attend 
the gospel meetings, where the 
words of Jesus continue to in-
spire faith in God and in His 
power to do a work in people’s 
lives today. Se habla español.

For more information, call 
missionaries Glenn Sparks or 
Brandon Forsyth at (612) 367-
7984.

Missionaries bring weekly Bible fellowship meetings to Wilder
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Marsing boys take 
a pair on the road

Egusquiza gets 
98th career victory

The Idaho High School Activities 
Association has made changes to the 
schedule for its small-school basketball 
state tournaments.

The wrestling state tournament 
format has been altered, too.

The governing body made the changes 
to address COVID-19 concerns.

The 1A, Div. I Real Dairy Shootout 
girls’ basketball state tournament will 
be held between Wednesday, Feb. 17 
and Friday, Feb. 19 at Columbia High 

School in Nampa.
Coach Kyla Jewett’s Rimrock squad 

owns the No. 1 seed in the District III 
tournament at will play host to a fi rst-
round game at 7 p.m., on Thursday 
against the No. 8 seed. That berth was 

decided Tuesday after deadline.
The Raiders (14-2 overall, 8-0 in 

conference) take an 11-game winning 
streak into the postseason.

Rimrock closed out the 1A Western 
Idaho Conference season with a 59-19 

1A, Div. I basketball, wrestling state tourneys shuffl ed
Top seed Rimrock girls open district at home Thursday

HHS cheer 
second in 
Jerome

Homedale High School’s 
cheer squad made its weekend 
trip to Jerome pay off.

According to a report from 
athletic director Casey Grove, 
the Trojans’ cheerleaders 
finished second in the Pom 
division of Saturday’s Tiger 
Rumble Spirit Jam 2021.

“They have been working 
really hard all season,” Grove 
wrote in an email. “Congrats 
to Coach (Jessie) Kerbs and 
her squad.”

Big wins 
mean big 
chance 
for Melba

Boys could tie 
for 2A WIC lead

Melba High School rolled 
through the week in preparation 
for a 2A Western Idaho 
Conference boys’ basketball 
showdown.

The host Mustangs stretched 
their winning streak to six 
games with a 70-28 blowout 
of  Compass  Char ter  on 
Saturday.

Tonight, Melba (14-2 overall, 
8-1 in conference) plays host 
to The Ambrose School in 
a battle for first place. The 
Archers (14-1, 9-1) beat the 
Mustangs, 71-49, on Jan. 8 
in Meridian. Ambrose’s only 
conference loss came against 
Nampa Christian on Jan. 14.

A win tonight could give 
the Mustangs the inside track 
on the No. 1 seed into the 2A 
District III Tournament.

Melba 
girls 
clobber 
Marsing

Mustangs get 
No. 3 seed for 
district tourney

“Melba came out like a buzz 
saw.”

Those were the words 
of Marsing High School 
girls’ basketball coach Mike 
Swanson after the Mustangs 
trounced the Huskies, 67-20, 
in a 2A Western Idaho Con-
ference matchup on Jan. 26 in 
Marsing.

Melba leaped out to an 8-0 
lead in the game’s opening 1 
minute, 39 seconds, held a 30-
point halftime lead on Mars-
ing’s senior night.

Melba ended the week as 

Huskies 
drop 2A 
WIC fi nale

Marsing High School suf-
fered a 43-37 loss in Friday’s 
girls’ basketball regular-sea-
son fi nale on the road against 
Nampa Christian.

The Huskies’ coaching staff 
provided no information on 
the 2A Western Idaho Confer-
ence game.

In Tuesday’s 2A District 
III Tournament play-in game, 
Marsing (4-13 overall, 2-6 
in conference) played host 
No. 7 seed Compass Charter. 
Results were not available at 
press time. 

If the Huskies won Tuesday, 
they’ll travel to face No. 3 seed 
Melba at 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Two champions and four 
medalists in three divisions 
pushed Homedale High 
School to third place in 
its own girls’ wrestling 
tournament.

Senior sisters Savannah and 
Kaydince Turner won their 
weight classes Saturday on 
their home mat in the second 
annual Ardis Elizabeth Nash 
Memorial.

Lizzy Hergesheimer (123-
pound class) and Trinity 
Neeser (130) fi nished third in 
their round-robin divisions.

The tournament comes 
on the heels of the Jaybird 
Tournament at Columbia 
High School in Nampa. 
Female wrestlers will get 
their own sanctioned state 
tournament at the end of the 
2021-22 season.

“This all-girls wrestling 
tourney is a big deal in 
the state of Idaho,” HHS 
athletic director Casey Grove 

wrote in an email hailing the 
work coach Jake Levinski 
and his staff did with the 
tournament.

Homedale’s four wrestlers 
competed against athletes 
from 11 teams from around 
Idaho, including Treasure 
Valley schools Eagle and 
Mountain View and Rocky 
Mountain from Meridian; 
Blackfoot, Burley, Preston, 

Malad, West Side from 
Dayton, and Idaho Falls 
schools Thunder Ridge, 
Bonneville and Hillcrest.

Homedale was among three 
teams with four wrestlers, 
the second-largest roster 
behind Eagle, which brought 
six athletes.

A total of 34 wrestlers 

Hometown Trojans 
win four Nash medals

Turners claim championships 
in landmark tournament

Counter-clockwise from above:
Homedale High School senior Savannah Turner 

(left) watches from the edge of the mat as her sister 
Kaydince battles Sam Ferguson of Thunder Ridge.

The tournament banner hangs in the HHS gym.
Trojans coach Jake Levinski (right) shouts 

encouragement to Savannah Turner.
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Athlete Spotlight

Girls’ basketball
Varsity

3A District III Tournament
Thursday, Feb. 4 at Weiser, 7 p.m.

(on Facebook: Living In the News page)

7 p.m.

Payette, 7 p.m.
Junior varsity

3A Snake River Valley conference Tournament
If nec.: Wednesday, Feb. 3, championship game (home vs. 

Parma or at Fruitland), 6 p.m.
Frosh soph

Season complete

 

Saturday, Feb. 6 at Weiser Invitational

Boys’ basketball
Varsity

Junior varsity

Frosh soph

 

 

Spectators not allowed for wrestling tournaments
Games are available on www.nfhsnetwork.com. There is a fee.

Boys’ basketball
Jaxon Dines, so., G

Averaged 16.5 points, 4 
rebounds; 8 3-pointers

 

Girls’ basketball
Olivia Asumendi, jr., G, W, P
Averaged 13.5 points and 10 

rebounds 

Wrestling
Savannah Turner, sr., 130

Ardis Nash Memorial 
champion

Wrestling
Kaydince Turner, sr., 136

Ardis Nash Memorial 
champion

HOMEDALE
208-337-3474

HHS boys can’t 
keep up the pace 

vs. Vandals

Homedale High School ran 
into a hot-handed host Friday in 
a 3A Snake River Valley confer-
ence boys’ basketball game.

McCall-Donnelly converted 
two-thirds of its fi rst-half shots 
then withstood the Trojans’ 
second-half charge in a 53-43 
victory.

The long road trip came 
one night after Homedale had 
knocked off Payette, 49-25, at 
home. The Vandals visit the 
HHS gymnasium on Saturday 
to make up a game postponed 
from December because of the 
Valley County school district’s 
COVID-19 restrictions.

Even with McCall draining 
shots at an alarming rate in the 
fi rst half, Homedale was up to 
the task through the fi rst eight 
minutes. The Trojans owned a 
19-18 lead after the fi rst quarter, 
but the Vandals went on a 16-5 
run to take control by halftime.

Homedale (5-10 overall, 2-3 
in conference at week’s end) 
tightened the score and trailed, 
38-35, heading into the final 
period after an 11-4 spurt to start 
the second half.

Homedale’s shooting woes 
returned. The team was 7-for-28 
(25 percent) from beyond the 
three-point line and shot 30.4 

percent (14-for-49).
Three players — Alex John-

son, Isaac Speirs and DJ Green 
— scored 12 points apiece for 
McCall, which converted 19 
of 36 shots in the game (52.8 
percent).

The Vandals ruled on the 
backboards, collecting 30 re-
bounds to Homedale’s 15. Green 
snagged all but one of his nine 
rebounds on the Trojans’ glass 
as McCall owned a 23-6 edge on 
Homedale’s end of the fl oor.

Jaxon Dines fired in four 
three-point goals, and led all 
scorers with 15 points.

Fellow sophomore Mason 
Strong scored 10 points, but 
missed on all seven of his three-
point tries. He led the team with 
four steals.

Trenton Fisher scored seven 
points.

The game was fi lled with 36 
fouls, and the teams took 28 
free throws.

Thursday: Homedale 49, 
Payette 25 — Already comfort-
ably ahead, the Trojans slammed 
the door on the visiting Pirates 
with a whitewash in the fourth 
quarter of a 3A SRV game.

Homedale sealed the victory 

with a 12-0 run through the 
fi nal period in a game that was 
marked by the Trojans’ patience 
on offense and coach Cam 
Long’s willingness to shuttle 
full lineups in and out.

Homedale played without 
junior Hayden Kincheloe, who 
decided to undergo surgery 
to fix a shoulder injury that 
has nagged him since football 
season. Long said Kincheloe’s 
basketball season in over, but he 
should be ready in time for the 
2021 football campaign.

With Kincheloe out, Fisher 
stepped up again. He scored 

seven points on 3-for-4 shooting 
and notched three rebounds and 
two steals.

Dines led all scorers with 18 
points. He found his range on 
4-for-5 three-point shooting. 
He and Strong shared the team 
rebounding lead with six apiece. 
Strong scored 14 points.

All six of Strong’s boards 
were on the defensive end.

Jaydin Morin-Bishop shared 
Payette’s scoring lead with Max 
Walters (seven points each). 
Payette committed 20 turnovers 
and managed just 10-for-42 
shooting (23.8 percent).

Shots begin to fall, but Trojans split conference games

Homedale senior forward Ventura Martinez dribbles out of 
the key and around Payette’s Cace Lewis.

Homedale sophomore Mason Strong zips into the lane as 
Payette’s Jaydin Morin-Bishop pursues.
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896-4815

Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company
337-4041

Athlete Spotlight

Schedules are subject to change 

Girls’ basketball
Varsity

2A District III Tournament
If won Tuesday: Thursday, Feb. 4 at Melba, 7 p.m.

If lost Tuesday: Season complete
If won Tuesday and Thursday: Saturday, Feb. 6 at New Plym-

outh, 7 p.m.
If won Tuesday, lost Thursday: Tuesday, Feb. 9 at TBA, 7 p.m.

Junior varsity
Season complete

 
Wrestling

Wednesday, Feb. 3 at New Plymouth Duals, 6 p.m.

Boys’ basketball
Varsity

Friday, Feb. 5, home vs. Melba, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 8 at Nampa Christian, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 10, home vs. New Plymouth (Senior Night), 
7:30 p.m.

Junior varsity A
Friday, Feb. 5, home vs. Melba, 6 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 8 at Nampa Christian, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10, home vs. New Plymouth, 6 p.m.

Junior varsity B
Friday, Feb. 5, home vs. Melba, 4:30 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 8 at Nampa Christian, 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10, home vs. New Plymouth, 4:30 p.m.

 
Note: Two spectators per player allowed in gym for each game (as of press time, 

school had not decided on updated protocol).
Spectators not allowed for wrestling tournaments

Games livestream at www.nfhsnetwork.com. There is a fee.

Boys’ basketball
Jacob Ankeny, sr., P

Averaged 19.3 points, 14.7 rebounds in 
three games

Girls’ basketball
Mazzi Roper, sr., G

6 points, 6 rebounds vs. Melba

 Wrestling
Jonathan Ineck, jr., 145

Pinfall win at Nampa Christian

The Marsing High School 
wrestling team locked horns 
with Nampa Christian, Tri-
Valley, and New Plymouth last 
Wednesday on the Trojans’ 
mats.

The Huskies are without 
several key performers. Senior 
star Isai Arriaga (182 pounds) 
injured his shoulder at the 
Padilla Invitational in Parma 
on Jan. 22 and will likely miss 
signifi cant mat time.

“We’re going to be sitting 
him awhile,” fi rst-year coach 
Juan Garcia said.

Marsing is also missing 
Troy Miller (138), who is 

nursing wisdom teeth issues, 
and Jacob Goins (195), who 
is dealing with an unspecifi ed 
injury.

Senior Evan Miller has yet 
to suit up this season, but he 
has been helping the team out 
in other ways.

Nampa Christian 12, 
Marsing 6 — Jonathan Ineck 
(145) made quick work of 
Christian Langdon, pinning 
him in 1 minute, 16 seconds.

Kail Wyman (220) lost to 
Gabriel Bowlin by pinfall 26 
seconds into their match.

The Trojans are coached by 
former Homedale assistant 

Mark Boothby, who initiated 
the program.

New Plymouth 75, 
Marsing 0 — The Pilgrims 
collected 10 forfeits against 
the shorthanded Huskies.

Erin Vian pinned Ineck in 
1:24, while Jonathan Leon 
(195) dropped his match 
to Malaki Lopez (fall, 33 
seconds).

Zack Vian beat the Huskies’ 
Solon Lafl eur, 6-3.

Tri-Valley 6, Marsing 0 
— Lafl eur lost at 132 when 
Dallon Scott ended the only 
match with a pin in 3:26.

— TK

Marsing High School junior 145-pounder Jonathan Ineck needed 76 seconds to pin the host 
team’s Christian Langdon. Submitted photo.

Hobbled Huskies quiet on NC mats

The six-game winning streak 
that includes back-to-back 
lopsided wins from last week 
may be the momentum coach 
Spencer Trappett’s team needs 
to get past the high-flying 
Archers.

The Mustangs maintained 
their second-place stalemate 
with Nampa Christian behind 
Cache Beus’ second double-
double of the week Saturday 
against Compass Charter.

Beus soared with 21 points 
and 12 rebounds. He sparked 
the opportunistic defense with 
fi ve steals.

Josh Leavitt added 18 points 
and corralled fi ve rebounds, 
while Braden Volkers put in 
13 points and notched five 
assists.

Logan Clark paced Compass 
Charter with 10 points, while 
teammate Max Myers kicked 
in six points.

Last Wednesday: Melba 
75, New Plymouth 48 — Five 
players scored in double fi gures 
as the host Mustangs continued 
their pursuit of fi rst place in the 
2A WIC.

Volkers put in 20 points as 
Melba pounded the Pilgrims to 
maintain a tie for second place 
with Nampa Christian.

Beus turned in a double-
double with 15 points and 13 
rebounds, while Joe Reiber came 
forward with 14 points. The 
senior also dished four assists.

Leavitt and Henry Clark 
scored 11 points apiece.

New Plymouth’s Matt Hall 
had a team-high 16 points.

From Page 1B

√ Melba: Six straight wins

blowout of Victory Charter on 
Friday in Nampa. No statistics 
were provided.

The 1A, Div. I boys’ state 
tournament will take place 
Wednesday, March 3 through 
Friday, March 5 at Vallivue 
High School in Caldwell.

The boys’ District III tourney 
starts Tuesday, Feb. 16.

Rimrock is in the middle 
of the pack in the 1A WIC. 
The Raiders (7-8, 4-4) beat 
Centennial Baptist of Caldwell, 
54-22, at home on Jan. 26 and 

lost to Victory Charter, 53-26, 
on Friday in Nampa.

No statistics were provided.
The 3A and 2A gir ls’ 

basketball state tournaments 
run Thursday, Feb. 18 through 
Saturday, Feb. 20.

The boys’ tourneys run 
Thursday, March 4 through 
Saturday, March 6.

The IHSAA also altered the 
schedule for the wrestling state 
tournaments. The 3A and 2A 
tournaments will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 27 at the Ford 
Idaho Center in Nampa.

From Page 1B

√ Tourneys: Plans change
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Team gets healthy 
for 2A WIC 
home stretch

The Marsing High School 
boys’ basketball team went 
2-for-3 on the road last week, 
concluding with a tough 50-
39 loss to 2A Western Idaho 
Conference powerhouse The 
Ambrose School on Saturday.

The Huskies (6-11 overall, 
5-8 in 2A WIC) leaned heav-
ily on the senior leadership of 
Jacob Ankeny and Roger Va-
ladez as the team battled back 
to tie the game, 32-32, at the 
end of three quarters in Me-
ridian. 

But it was too little, too late 
as the Archers took control in 
the fourth.

Ambrose went on a quick 
8-0 run in the decisive fourth 
quarter to squash any momen-
tum the Huskies had mus-
tered.

“(Ambrose is) a top-four 

team in the state and most 
likely soon to be league cham-
pions,” Marsing coach Tim 
Little said. “We continued to 
build on some positives and 
are still improving.

“Turnovers and poor shoot-
ing — I sound like a broken 
record — hurt us.”

Little noted that the Archers 
have one of the better back-
court trios that he has seen on 
the 2A level — quick, athletic, 
and skilled.

Ankeny fi nished with 15 
points and a season-high 18 
rebounds. He also swatted 
away six Ambrose shots.

Valadez scored 12 and 
pulled down nine boards. He 
also led the team with three 
steals.

Sophomore Alejandro Bar-
rera accounted for four ponts, 
while juniors Enrique Que-
brado and Dominic Enrico 
scored three each. Quebrado 
had four boards.

“I think this is only our sec-
ond game this season in which 

we have had our ‘full squad,’ ” 
Little said. “Hopefully we can 
stay healthy as the tournament 
rolls around.”

Marsing’s game with Vi-
sion Charter, scheduled for 
tonight, has been canceled as 
the Golden Eagles deal with 
COVID-19 issues.

Thursday: Marsing 60, 
Compass Charter 35 — An-
keny had his best game of the 
season, hitting 14 of 16 shots 
in a 30-point explosion. He 
also pulled down 13 boards.

“They had no answer for 
Jake,” Little said.

The Huskies led the Avia-
tors, 35-27, at the half, and 
Compass was able to eke out 
just eight points over the fi nal 
16 minutes.

“(This marks) three games 
in a row in which we have 
brought more energy and 
took a few little steps towards 
playing to our strengths and 
improving,” Little said.

The coach did note that 
turnovers are still a concern, 

as most 2A WIC teams em-
ploy a full-court press against 
the Huskies. He said the team 
will focus on that aspect head-
ing into the stretch run to the 
2A District III Tournament.

The Huskies got nine points 
each from Valadez and Que-
brado, who nailed three treys 
in the game. Valadez led the 
team with six assists, while 
Quebrado dished out fi ve.

Barrera scored eight points 
and added six assists.

Ankeny had three each of 
assists, steals and blocks.

Jan. 25: Marsing 69, Vi-
sion Charter 23 — The Hus-
kies broke out of their four-
game funk in a big way and 
showed signs that their of-
fense is on the road back.

“(We) took care of what 
we needed to on the road vs. 
the current No. 8 team in the 
league,” Little said. “Effort 
was high again, similar to (Jan. 
22 game against Cole Valley 
Christian), and we were able 
to play everyone.”

Little took Ankeny out of 
the game three minutes into 
the second half to keep him 
fresh for the stretch run. Vala-
dez and Barrera stepped up to 
fi ll the scoring gap, putting up 
18 points apiece.

Barrera led the team with 
three three-pointers.

Despite playing just a little 
over half the game, Ankeny 
notched 13 points on 6-of-10 
shooting and pulled down 13 
boards.

Quebrado scored three 
points, and Mikey Acosta add-
ed six points and four boards.

With the scoring margin, 
many of the Huskies bench 
players saw signifi cant time 
and opportunity on the fl oor.

Sophomore Nacho Marga-
rito scored four points and 
corralled three rebounds.

Seniors Nacho Montes 
(three points) and Bowen 
Campbell (two), and sopho-
more Jordan Blas (two) added 
to the onslaught.

— TK 

Marsing boys’ basketball team takes two on road

No. 6 Trojans open 
district at No. 3 Weiser

Homedale High School played its 
most competitive game of the season 
ahead of the 3A District III girls’ bas-
ketball tournament.

The Trojans’ scoring stabilized even 
as their losing streak reached 12 games 
after Friday’s 3A Snake River Valley 
conference setback to host Payette.

The Pirates held off Homedale’s 
second-half surge for a 45-38 victory 
that cemented the No. 5 seed into the 
district tournament.

The Trojans (2-17 overall, 0-9 in 
conference) will play as the No. 6 seed 
when the tournament begins at 7 p.m., 
on Thursday on the road against No. 3 
Weiser (8-11, 6-3).

A win against the Wolverines would 
put Homedale in the semifi nals against 
No. 2 McCall-Donnelly (5-3, 4-1) in 

Valley County at 7 p.m., on Saturday. 
A loss Thursday sends the Trojans into 
a loser-out game on the road at 7 p.m., 
on Tuesday.

Friday: Payette 45, Homedale 38 
— The Trojans cut into the Pirates’ lead 
in the second half, but couldn’t fully 
recover from a 20 percent shooting 
night (12-for-60).

The Pirates, who as the No. 5 seed 
visit No. 4 Fruitland on Thursday, built 
an 11-point lead in the fi rst half against 
Homedale.

Freshman forward Olivia Asumendi 
accounted for half of the Trojans’ fi eld 
goals and scored 13 points to lead the 
visiting squad. She also split her team-
high 14 rebounds evenly on both ends 
of the fl oor.

Jacy Parker was 4-for-4 from the 
foul line and scored eight points, while 
Homedale teammate Laney Swallow 
was 5-for-7 on free throws and scored 
seven points before fouling out.

Zayne Hall had the Trojans’ only three-
point goal and scored eight points.

Payette’s Arianna Hernandez led 
all players with 18 points, and she 
had eight of her nine rebounds on the 
Pirates’ glass.

Madisyn Collingwood was 5-for-8 
from the fi eld to added 10 points for 
the home squad.

Last Wednesday: Weiser 88, 
Homedale 35 — The host Wolverines 
handed the Trojans their most lopsided 
loss since last season’s opener.

Melba beat host Homedale, 78-7, in 
a non-conference game on Nov. 15, 
2019. Last week’s loss in Washington 
County saw the widest margin of vic-
tory for an HHS opponent on its home 
fl oor since Melba rolled, 73-19, on Nov. 
19, 2019.

Weiser wasted little time getting the 
upper hand, scoring 26 points in the 
fi rst quarter and posting 34 points in 
the fi nal eight minutes of the opening 

half. The Wolverines owned a 60-23 
advantage at the break.

Asumendi converted six of 10 shots 
(60 percent) and led Homedale with 14 
points. Parker drained half of her eight 
attempts for 10 points.

Asumendi also had a team-high six 
boards, while Parker, Swallow and Téa 
Uranga brought down four apiece.

Parker led the Trojans with three 
steals.

Maddy Erickson led four Weiser 
double-digit scorers with 27 points. 
She went 11-for-22 from the fi eld and 
knocked down fi ve of nine free throws. 
She was busy on the offensive glass, 
grabbing seven of her eight rebounds 
there.

The Wolverines took 83 fi eld-goal at-
tempts, converting 35 (42.2 percent).

Tobie Noyer (17 points) and Ivy 
Morris (12) each popped a pair of three-
pointers, and Jenifer Juarez had a trey 
as part of her 11 points.

Homedale girls hang tough in regular-season fi nale

Wednesday morning in Owyhee County

That’s when the Owyhee Avalanche hits the news stands
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Public notices
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
BEFORE THE OWYHEE 
COUNTY PLANNING & 
ZONING COMMISSION
On February 24, 2021, the 

Owyhee County Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hear 
testimony in the Annex Building 
of the Owyhee County Courthouse 
located at 17069 Basey St., Murphy, 
Idaho on the following matters at the 
times listed below. 

Beginning at 9:30 am, the 
Commission will hear application 
Z21-07 a request for a conditional 
use permit filed by Robert 
Meyers seeking approval to 
establish a 600kW solar project to 
supplement pressurized irrigation 
pumping costs located on two 
parcels totaling approximately 
8 7 5  a c r e s .  T h e  s u b j e c t 
parcels, RP06S05E012400 & 
RP06S06E061200, are located 
approximately 3 miles north of 
Bruneau off Young Road in an 
agricultural zone situated in a 
portion of Section 1, Township 6 
South, Range 5 East, and a portion 
of Section 6, Township 6 South, 
Range 6 East Boise Meridian, 
Owyhee County, Idaho.  

Beginning at 10:30 am, the 
Commission will hear application 
Z21-08 a request for a conditional 
use permit fi led by Tyler Becker 
seeking approval to establish a 
single-family residence on a 40-
acre parcel located off Mud Flat 
Road, approximately 10 miles 
south of Grand View. The subject 
parcel, RP07S03E059000, owned 
by Marshall & Jeanette Becker, is 
located in an agricultural zone in 
the SE¼ of the SE¼ of Section 
5, Township 7 South, Range 3 
East, Boise Meridian, Owyhee 
County, Idaho.

Copies of the proposed projects 
are available for review in the 
Community Development offi ce 
or at the website listed above. For 
additional information please call 
208-495-2095 ext. 2.

02/03/2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Please be advised that a public 
hearing will be held before the 
Homedale City Council on 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
at 6:00 pm at Homedale City 
Hall, 31 West Wyoming Ave. 
Homedale, Idaho.

The subject matter of this 
hearing is the Application for 
Special Use Permit fi led by Ideal 
Custom Homes requesting that 
they be allowed to build two 
townhomes at 11 N 1st St. East, 
South one-half of lots 1-4, Block 
70, Homedale, Idaho. 

The public is invited to attend 
and offer input.

Alice E. Pegram
City Clerk
City of Homedale
01/27,02/03/2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Please be advised that a public 
hearing will be held before the 
Homedale City Council on 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
at 6:00 pm at Homedale City 
Hall, 31 West Wyoming Ave. 
Homedale, Idaho.

The subject matter of this 
hearing is the Application for Zone 
Change filed by Gem Capital, 
LLC requesting that the City of 
Homedale change the zoning 
from Industrial to Residential 
at 117 W. Wyoming Ave, Lot 4, 
Block 48 and 125 W. Wyoming 
Ave, West 45’ of lot 6 & all of lot 
7, Block 48, Homedale, Idaho. 

The public is invited to attend 
and offer input.

Alice E. Pegram
City Clerk
City of Homedale
01/27,02/03/2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Marsing City Council 
will hold a public hearing to 
consider any and all comments 
on the following: Jaquine Shippy, 
petitioner, is requesting approval 
of a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow roosters in City limits.  

The address of the parcel is 116 
2nd Ave. W, Marsing, ID 83639.  

Comments will be taken at the 
public hearing or may be submitted 
in writing for consideration.  

Written comments can be sent 
to the Marsing City Hall, PO 
Box 125, Marsing, ID 83639 
or delivered to Marsing City 
Hall, located at 18 Sandbar Ave., 
Marsing. Written comments will 
be received until 5:00 pm on 
February 8th, 2021 and will be 
read into the record at the public 
hearing.  

The public hearing will be held 
at the City Council Meeting which 
begins at 7:00 pm, Wednesday, 
February 10, 2021 at Marsing City 
Hall, located at 18 Sandbar Ave., 
Marsing.  Dated this 20th day of 
January, 2021

01/27,02/03/2021

NOTICE
The annual meeting of the South 

Side Bruneau Canal Company 
will be held at the Emergency 
Center Building “EMT” Offi ce in 
Bruneau on Thursday, February 
11, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.

Chris Alzola
Secretary
208-587-2789
02/03/2021

NOTICE
The annual meeting of the 

Hot Springs Ditch Company 
will be held at the Emergency 
Center Building “EMT” Offi ce in 
Bruneau on Thursday, February 
11, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

Chris Alzola
Secretary
208-587-2789
02/03/2021

LIEN SALE
Unit F-33, William Matthews, 

2 8 2 1 5  R o c k y  R d ,  P a r m a 
Idaho 83660, Unit Containing, 
Microwave Clothing, and misc 
household items. Sealed bid 
auction will be held on 02-06-
2021 at 1:00 PM. People can look 
at the unit between now and the 
day of sale during regular business 
days and hours. All bids are fi nal. 
Cash only. The unit needs to be 
emptied and swept in a timely 
manner. Unit is located at the Hwy 
95 Self Storage, at 3685 Hwy 95 
Homedale Idaho 83628.

01/27,02/03/2021

NOTICE OF HEARING
IN THE MAGISTRATE 

COURT OF THE THIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF OWYHEE
IN RE: APRIL KRISTINE 

RAMIREZ
CASE NO. CV37-21-00004
A Petition to change the 

name of APRIL KRISTINE 
RAMIREZ, now residing in the 
city of Homedale, State of Idaho, 
has been fi led in the Magistrate 
Court in Owyhee County, Idaho. 
Petitioner wishes to change her 
name to April Kristine Scott. 
Petitioner wishes to change her 
current last name because Ramirez 
is from her previous marriage.

A hearing on the petition is 

scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on 
February 8, 2021 remotely via 
Zoom. 

Objections may be fi led by any 
person who can show the Court 
a good reason against the name 
change.

Date: Jan. 6, 2021
s/: Lena Johnson, Clerk of the 

Court
01/13,20,27;02/03/2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
CASE NO. CV37-21-00019

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF
THE STATE OF IDAHO, IN 

AND FOR THE COUNTY OF 
OWYHEE

Magistrate Division
In the Matter of the Estates of: 

MARSHALL DAVIS CURRIE 
and JOYCE ELAINE CURRIE, 
Decedents. NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Tamara Tucker 
has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-
named Estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased 
are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this notice or said claims will 
be forever barred. Claims must 
both be presented to the Personal 
Representative of the Estates of 
Marshall Davis Currie and Joyce 
Elaine Currie at the law offi ces 
of Dinius Law, 5680 E. Franklin 
Rd., Suite 130, Nampa, Idaho, 
83687, and fi led with the Clerk 
of the Court.

DATED this 27th day of 
January, 2021.

DINIUS LAW
/s/ Kevin E. Dinius
Kevin E. Dinius
Sarah Hallock-Jayne
A t t o r n e y s  f o r  P e r s o n a l 

Representative
02/03,10,17/2021

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 
OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR 

THE COUNTY OF OWYHEE
TOM LEGG and CONNIE 

GOINS-LEGG, husband and 
wife, and CODEY WELCH 

and NICOLE WELCH, 
husband and wife, Plaintiffs,
vs. ESTATE OF BELLE M. 

BOND, an Estate purportedly 
holding property in Owyhee 

County, Defendant
Case No. CV37-21-00007

SUMMONS FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION TO: THE 
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT: 
You have been sued by the above 
named Plaintiffs.  The nature 
of the claim against you is a 
Complaint for Quiet Title.  Any 
time after 21 days following the 
last publication of this summons, 
the court may enter a judgment 
against you without further notice, 
unless prior to that time you 
have fi led a written response in 
the proper form, including the 
Case No., and paid any required 
fi ling fee with the Clerk of the 
Court at Owyhee County District 
Court, 20381 State Hwy. 78, 
Murphy, Idaho 83650, Phone No. 
(208)495-2806, and served a copy 
of your response on the Plaintiffs’ 
Attorneys, Pickens Law, P.A., 
P.O. Box 915, Boise, ID  83701, 
Phone No. (208)954-5090.

A copy of the Summons and 
Complaint can be obtained either 
by contacting the Clerk of the Court 
or the attorney for the Plaintiffs.  
If you wish legal assistance, you 
should immediately retain an 
attorney to advise you in this 
matter.

Dated: January 19, 2021
Owyhee County District Court
By: /s/ Rachelle Fahey, Deputy 

Clerk
02/03,10,17,24/2021

SUMMONS
CASE NO. CV37-20-00355

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND 

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
OWYHEE

N ATA L I E  W I L H I T E , 
Plaintiff,

v.
ALL OF THE HEIRS AND 

D E V I S E E S  O F  N E L L I E 
LUCILLE KETNER, also known 
as Nellie Ketner Wilson, deceased; 

and the current occupants of 
LOT 12 OF BLOCK 1 OF THE 
MOLER ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF MARSING, OWYHEE 
COUNTY, IDAHO, Defendants.

TO: ALL OF THE HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF NELLIE 
LUCILLE KETNER, also known 
as Nellie Ketner Wilson, deceased; 
and the current occupants of 
LOT 12 OF BLOCK 1 OF THE 
MOLER ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF MARSING, OWYHEE 
COUNTY, IDAHO

You have  been  sued  by 
NATALIE WILHITE, the Plaintiff 
in the District Court in and for 
Owyhee County, Idaho.

The nature of the claim against 
you is quiet title.

Any t ime af ter  21  days 
following the last publication 
of this summons, the court may 
enter a judgment against you 
without further notice, unless 
prior to that time you have fi led 
a written response in the proper 
form, including the Case No., 
and paid any required fi ling fee 
to the Clerk of the Court at 20381 
State Highway 78, P. O. Box 128, 
Murphy, Idaho 83650, telephone 
number (208) 495-2421, and 
served a copy of your response on 
the Plaintiff’s attorney at David 
E. Kerrick, 213 S. 10th Avenue, 
P.O. Box 44, Caldwell, Idaho 
83606, telephone number (208) 
459-4574.

A copy of the Summons and 
Complaint can be obtained by 
contacting either the Clerk of the 
Court or the attorney for Plaintiff. 
If you wish legal assistance, you 
should immediately retain an 
attorney to advise you in this 
matter.

DATED: Jan. 25, 2021
ANGELA BARKELL, Clerk 

of the Court
/s/ Rachelle Fahey, Deputy 

Clerk
02/03,10,17,24/2021

01/27,02/03/2021
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NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

On the 29th day of April, 2021, 
at the hour of 10:00 a.m. of this 
day (recognized local time), in 
the offi ce of The Owyhee County 
Courthouse, 20381 State Hwy 78, 
Murphy, ID 83650, in the County 
of Owyhee, State of Idaho, Secured 
Land Transfers LLC, a Delaware 
limited liability company dba 
TitleOne, as Successor Trustee, 
will sell at public auction to 
the highest bidder, for cash or 
cashier’s check (cash equivalent), 
in lawful money of the United 
States, all payable at the time of 
sale in compliance with Section 
45-1506(9) Idaho Code, the 
following described real property, 
situated in Owyhee County, State 
of Idaho, and described as follows 
to wit:

A parcel of land being a portion 
of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter, and a portion 
of Government Lot 4, of Section 
26, and a portion of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 35, Township 
2 North, Range 4 West, Boise 
Meridian, Owyhee County, Idaho, 
more particularly described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at a found brass 
cap marking the North Quarter 
corner of said Section 35; thence

S o u t h  0 ° 3 1 ’ 1 7 ”  E a s t , 
coincident with the east line 
of the Northwest Quarter of 
said Section 35, a distance of 
645.08 feet to a 5/8” rebar/
cap PLS 14221; thence
North 73°23’06” West, 
316.38 feet; thence
North 69°46’59” West, 
141.71 feet; thence
North 26°17’26” West, 
120.04 feet; thence
North 15°02’39” West, 
252.43 feet to the centerline 
of an existing gravel road; 
thence
North 69°27’33” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  73.21 feet ; 
thence
North 74°47’33” West, 
coincident with said centerline 
251.89 feet; thence
North 68°01’20” West, 
coincident with said centerline 
215.18 feet; thence
North 71°03’41” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 119.01 feet; 
thence
North 79°56’59” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  98.70 feet ; 
thence
South 88°41’20” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 126.22 feet; 
thence
South 82°54’07” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 575.45 feet to a 
point on the south line of said 
Section 26; thence leaving 
said centerline,
North 7°27’39” West, 55.99 
feet; thence
North 50°27’48” East, 710.60 
feet; thence
North 12°23’15” East, 731.74 
feet to the southerly right of 
way line of State Highway 78 
and the beginning of a non-
tangent curve; thence
1044.90 feet along the arc of 
said curve to the left, with a 
central angle of 10°16’11”, 

a radius of 5820.58 feet, 
subtended by a chord bearing 
South 46°40’27” East , 
1043.50 feet; thence
North 65°59’00” East, 113.32 
feet to the centerline of said 
State Highway 78, and the 
beginning of a non-tangent 
curve; thence
131.64 feet along the arc of 
said curve to the left, with a 
central angle of 1°18’59”, 
a radius of 5729.58 feet, 
subtended by a chord bearing 
South 53°01’47” East , 
131.64 feet to the Idaho 
Transportation Department 
Station 280+84.00; thence
South 53°18’39” East , 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline of State Highway 
78, a distance of 373.27 feet 
to a point due north of the 
quarter corner common to 
Sections 26 and 35; thence
South 0°31’17” East, 250.46 
feet  to  the POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

TOGETHER WITH a 40 foot 
wide ingress/egress easement 
being 20 feet right and 20 feet 
left of the following described 
center l ine,  and located in 
Sections 26 and 35, Township 
2 North, Range 4 West, Boise 
Meridian, Owyhee County, Idaho, 
more particularly described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at a found brass 
cap marking the North quarter 
corner of said Section 35; thence

South 71°34’41” West, to 
the centerline of an existing 
gravel road, 108.74 feet; 
thence
South 58°42’37” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  97.34 feet ; 
thence
South 65°10’37” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  98.45 feet ; 
thence
South 63°31’56” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  92.48 feet ; 
thence
South 74°12’55” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  48.91 feet ; 
thence
South 81°44’38” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  49.83 feet ; 
thence
North 79°04’58” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  52.85 feet ; 
thence
North 60°39’48” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  48.40 feet ; 
thence
North 69°27’33” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  73.21 feet ; 
thence
North 74°47’33” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 251.89 feet; 
thence
North 68°01’20” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 215.18 feet; 
thence
North 71°03’41” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 119.01 feet; 
thence
North 79°56’59” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
center l ine ,  98.70 feet ; 

thence
South 88°41’20” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 126.22 feet; 
thence
South 82°54’07” West, 
c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  s a i d 
centerline, 575.45 feet to a 
point on the south line of 
Section 26, and the POINT 
OF TERMINUS.

Together with the water rights 
represented by Idaho State 
Department of Water Resources 
Water Right No. 2-2144 with a 
claimed priority of March 21, 
1958 to 3.7 cfs of irrigation water 
from the Snake River a tributary 
of the Columbia River and Water 
Right No. 2-10011 with a claimed 
priority of April 1, 1982 to 0.2 cfs 
of irrigation water from the Snake 
River a tributary of the Columbia 
River Water Right No. 57-10232 
with a claimed priority of March 
21, 1958 to 0.19 cfs of stock 
water and 0.04 cfs of domestic 
water with a total diversion of 
0.23 cfs of the waters of ground 
water together with any and 
all other water rights and ditch 
rights appurtenant to the above 
described premises.

 
The Trustee has no knowledge 

of a more particular description of 
the above referenced real property, 
but for purposes of compliance 
with Section 60-113, Idaho Code, 
the Trustee has been informed 
that according to the County 
Assessor’s offi ce, the address of 
8319 Clark Road, Marsing, ID 
83639, is sometimes associated 
with said real property.

Said sale will be made without 
covenant or warranty regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances 
to satisfy the obligation secured 
by and pursuant to the power 
of sale conferred in the Deed 
of Trust executed by Rodney 
D. St. Clair, an unmarried man, 
as Grantor(s), Secured Land 
Transfers LLC, a Delaware limited 
liability company dba TitleOne, as 
Successor Trustee, and D.L. Evans 
Bank, as Beneficiary, recorded 
May 2, 2017, as Instrument No. 
292654, in the records of Owyhee 
County, Idaho.

THE ABOVE GRANTORS 
ARE NAMED TO COMPLY 
WITH SECTION  (45-1506)
(4)(A), IDAHO CODE. NO 
REPRESENTATION IS MADE 
THAT THEY ARE, OR ARE NOT, 
PRESENTLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS OBLIGATION.

The default for which this sale 
is to be made is the failure to pay 
the outstanding principal plus 
all accrued unpaid interest, late 
charges and account fees, for loan 
XXXXXX1293, when due on 
September 30, 2019 in the sum 
of $712,226.57. 

And the Benefi ciary elects to 
sell or cause the trust property to 
be sold to satisfy the obligation.

Dated: December 30, 2020

Secured Land Transfers LLC 
dba TitleOne

Successor Trustee
/s/: Sheri Coleman
By:  Sheri Coleman
Trust Offi cer
02/03,10,17,24/2021

the No. 3 seed in the 2A Dis-
trict III Tournament. 

Marsing wound up with the 
No. 6 seed and played host to 
a play-in game against Com-
pass Charter on Tuesday after 
deadline. A win would put the 
Huskies in the fi rst round of 
the double-elimination brack-
et on the road against Melba 
(7 p.m., on Thursday).

Against the Mustangs, Mars-
ing got on the board 5:46 into 
the game on Alana Larrusea’s 
layup, but the Huskies would 
score just one more bucket in 
the fi rst quarter. The Mustangs 
led, 21-4, after the fi rst quarter 
and 39-9 at the break.

Melba (17-3 overall, 7-3 in 
conference) smothered Mars-
ing (1-13, 1-9) in the fi rst 
half, rarely allowing the Hus-
kies to get the ball inside. The 
Mustangs consistently swat-
ted away passes and shots 
throughout the game, forcing 
Marsing players to attempt 
off-balanced jumpers with 
hands in their faces.

Melba on the other hand was 
able to pass the ball smoothly 

and easily, inside and out, and 
the ball seemed to always fi nd 
the net.

“They are one of the best 
teams I’ve ever seen, and 
my hat’s off to Coach (Da-
vid) Lenz and his program,” 
Swanson said.

Things didn’t get any easier 
for the Huskies in the second 
half as Melba continued its 
dominating ways and out-
scored Marsing, 28-11, in the 
second half.

The Mustangs had three 
girls score in double fi gures.

Senior guard Kate Clark 
nailed back-to-back three-
pointers in the second quarter 
on the way to a game-high 17 
points that padded her school 
scoring record.

Sophomore guard Hallie 
Arnold added 12 points, and 
sophomore forward Keylee 
Wilson put up 10 points and 
seven rebounds.

Wing Mazzi Roper notched 
six points and six boards for 
Marsing, while fellow senior 
Jade Wainman added fi ve 
points and a pair of assists.

— TK

Sports

Kate Clark eyes a layup over the trailing Jade Wainman.

√ Girls: Scoring drought 
puts Marsing in early hole
From Page 1B
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Classifieds
Reach Thousands of Readers Every Week in the Owyhee Avalanche

Buy it, sell it, trade it, rent it...

in the 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: 208-455-1419

PICKETT AUCTION SERVICE LLC

VALENTINE TIME ONLINE
FIREARM AUCTION
UPDATED CLOSING DATE:

Begins to Close Wednesday, February 10 @ 6pm MST Online

FOR MORE PICTURES & DESCRIPTIONS 
& INFORMATION & BIDDING GO TO:

www.pickettauctions.com

th – 10th ~ 9am to 5pm

www.pickettauctions.com

th th – 9am to 5pm

3D Properties – Senior Apartments – Bruneau

Brand new 2-bedroom apartments available to Seniors, 55 and older!
Located in Bruneau.  

Call Judy for details and to schedule a tour.  208-845-2842

Licensed and Insured

CHIMNEY SWEEP

 208-695-7542
saferchimney.com

CLEANING 
& REPAIR

FOR SAFE 
AND EFFICIENT 

HEATING

Safer 
ChimneyPreseason

SPECIAL!
Only $99

United Family Homes
We Carry the Best Built Manufactured Homes & We Will Show You the Difference!

(208) 442-1605
1-866-279-0389
1413 3rd Ave. N.
Nampa, Idaho

Calvin Berg, Owner

Corwin Berg, Sales

SERVICES
Does your backyard need 
cleaned up? Spring clean-up, 
hedge trimming & pruning. Free 
estimates. Licensed & insured. 
Alspaugh Lawn Care 208-337-
1555.
Rye Shippy Tree Services 
Topping and trimming, removal 
and stump grinding. Also, snow 
plowing. Call for free estimate. 
Insured and experienced. Call or 
text Rye 208-989-5843.
JJ Excavation: Top soil, 

placement or delivery, road 
grading, pipework and backhoe 
work, free estimates. Call Jim 
(208) 573-5700
Steel Buildings & Pole 
Barns. Shops, Airplane 
Hangers, Ag Buildings, Hay 
Covers, Riding Arenas. Visit 
millwardbuilders.com 208-941-
9502
Affordable Music 
Lessons: Piano, Guitar, Violin, 
Fiddle & Ukulele lessons. 
Private and Fun. All Ages & 
Levels. 208-283-5750
Technical Computer 
LLC, Repairs, Tune-ups, 
Backups, Upgrades, Networking 
& more. Call Tom or Colette at 
208-896-4676 or 208-899-9419.

SALE EVENT
GUN SHOW Nampa, Idaho – 
February 6 & 7 - FORD IDAHO 
CENTER – 16200 Idaho Center 
Blvd., Nampa, ID (Exit 38) – 
Sat 9-6 & Sun 9-3. Info. 208-
746-5555 Sponsor: Lewis Clark 
Tradcr

FOR SALE
FOR SALE 33 ft. Chevy 
motorhome. Lots of extras. Good 
shape, runs good. $12,000 OBO. 
208-954-6365
GUN FOR SALE: CZ 17 
Hornet. Like new condition. 
Comes with case. $1,000 cash. 
208-337-1555.

 and 
ponderosa, $225 per cord. Can 
deliver. Call 208-697-0690.
Roll ends: Great for packing 

birdcages or for your kids 
to doodle on. The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Homedale

HELP WANTED
City of Marsing is seeking a 
full time Water and Wastewater 
Operator/Public Works employee. 
I invite you to apply for the 
Water and Wastewater Operator/
Public Works employee position. 
Responsibilities include but is 

City water system – maintaining 
and repairing pumps, water 
distribution system, chlorine 

the City sewer system – cleaning 
and maintaining wastewater bar 
screens, settling chambers, sewer 
collection systems, chlorine 

City parks – irrigating, trimming, 
mowing, dumping trash, cleaning 
bathrooms, spraying and 
pulling weeds, trimming trees, 
fertilizing lawns and trees, etc. 

system – repairing irrigation 
boxes, cleaning lines, repairing 

Animal control – catching or 
trapping dogs and other wild or 

grounds, and vehicle maintenance 
– repairing building plumbing, 
electrical, concrete, structural 

shops, etc., picking up trash, 
repairing fences, etc., changing 
oil, minor repairs on vehicles, etc. 
Work environment and physical 
demands include but is not 

50 pounds often and occasionally 

Occasionally works around loud 
and dangerous equipment and 

to climb ladders or work in high 

works around pesticides, 
herbicides, and chlorine. Job 
requirements include but is 

a valid State of Idaho driver’s 

directions, work with a team, or 
work by yourself with or without 

be able to obtain Idaho Water 
Treatment 1, Water Distribution 
1, Wastewater Collections 1 and 
Wastewater Treatment 2 license 

within a 30-minute response time 

able to take emergency calls in 

have good communication skills. 

the public and other employees 
in a kind and friendly manner. 

Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm with 
a lunch break from 12pm – 1pm. 

Possible vehicle to drive to and 
from work Please apply in person 

4122. OR Apply on Indeed.com

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted: Full time 
ranch hand needed with hay 
and cattle experience. Top pay 

Homedale, ID 208-867-7964 or 
208-571-0833
Kitchen Helper Wanted for 
the Homedale Senior Center. 
Class Purpose: Perform any 
combination of duties to maintain 

training and work experience 
that demonstrates the ability to 

position. Send or bring resume 
and job references to: Homedale 
Senior Center, 224 W. Idaho 
Ave, Box 848, Homedale, ID 
83628 / Phone: 208-337-3020
LOOKING FOR person to train 
for occupation in the printing 
industry. We have an opening 
for the right person to learn to 
operate our web press and sheet-
fed presses. Great opportunity 
to learn a career. Salary is 
dependent on the person’s work 
ethic, mechanical abilities, etc. 
Applications available at the 

Detention Deputy Detention 
Deputy Owyhee County 

Responsibilities include 
providing safe and secure 
custody of persons incarcerated 
by law enforcement and the 
Courts in the Owyhee County 
Jail. Applicants in this position 
must be capable of performing a 
wide range of duties, including: 
restraining violent subjects. 
Candidates must perform intake, 
detention, and release of inmates 
in accordance with Standard 
Operating Procedures of the 
department and of Rules of the 

and Training Council, Idaho Jail 
Standards. QUALIFICATIONS: 

possess and maintain a current 

be able to pass the Idaho 
POST physical agility test 
and background check. All 
candidates will be considered 
and must become POST 

also meet minimum standards 
for employment set by Idaho 
Administrative Code-Idaho 
State Police: IDAPA 11.11.01 
Sections 050-064. BENEFITS: 

medical and retirement 
through PERSI. APPLICANT 
PROCESS: All candidates must 
provide a resume and completed 
job application. Applications 
may be obtained from www.
owyheecounty.net. The Owyhee 

Equal Opportunity Employer.
Bookkeeper Wanted. Part time 
or Full time. Will train. Idaho 
Cowboy Supply 415 N. 21st 
Ave., Caldwell, ID 83605. (208) 
459-1571
Givens Hot Springs seeking 
part-time lifeguard/attendant. 
(208) 495-2000

FARM AND 
RANCH

Balewagons: I sell & buy 
New Holland, self-propelled & 
pull-type models/ parts/ tires/ 
manuals. Financing-trades-
delivery available. Call Jim 
Wilhite (Greenleaf) 208-880-
2889 www.balewagon.com

WANTED
Looking for irrigated pasture 
or hay ground to purchase or 
lease in Owyhee County near 
Homedale. Contact Holman 
Cattle 208-867-7964 or 208-
571-0833
Want to rent farmland in 

Call 208-447-8490.
Complete Vehicles or Parts 
for 
Pickups, Blazers, Suburbans, 
2 or 4 wheel drive Please Call 
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√ Nash: Every Trojans wrestler who stepped on the mat won a medal

Sports

were in the fi eld, and matches were held 
on two mats as high-energy rock music 
fi lled Homedale’s main gymnasium.

Savannah Turner pinned Eagle’s 
Halle White in 3 minutes, 26 seconds 
in what turned out to be the decisive 
match in the 130-pound pod.

White pinned Neeser in 63 seconds in 
the division’s fi rst match, and Savannah 

pinned her teammate in 1:09 in the last 
bout of the day for the class.

Kaydince Turner wrestled through a 
bracket to win at 136 pounds.

She pinned Mia Furman in 1:23 in 
the championship bout.

Kaydince dominated the bracket, 
opening with a pin of Alexandra Garvin 
from Rocky Mountain. The match 
ended at the 3:24 mark.

In the semifinals, she routed Sam 
Ferguson in a 10-0 major decision. 
Ferguson had received a fi rst-round bye.

Hergesheimer went 2-2, winning her 
fi nal two round robin matches at 123 to 
take third place.

Hergesheimer made quick work of 
Thunder Ridge’s Katelyn Ramos in the 
fourth round of action. The 35-second 
pinfall was the fi rst of the HHS junior’s 

important victories.
She pinned Mountain View’s Erica 

Lyon in 3:10 to seal third place.
Other champions included:
• 101 — Danielle Holt, Thunder 

Ridge
• 116 — Liv Wieber, Eagle
• 123 — Camilla Tew, West Side
• 155 — Kayli Acosta, Eagle
• 191 — Reece Woods, Eagle

Egusquiza now 
at 98 career 

victories

Joseph Egusquiza moved 
one victory closer to the centu-
ry mark, but his struggle was a 
microcosm of Homedale High 
School’s difficulty against 
Weiser.

The senior 152-pound wres-
tler was locked in a defensive 
stalemate with Clayton Bee-
sley when Egusquiza drove 
Beesley to the mat — and 
found himself in a defi cit be-
cause of a penalty point.

Eventually, Egusquiza held 
on through to the end.

He pulled off the 98th victory 

of his prep career with a 3-1 
decision in a fi erce bout that 
was one of the few Trojans 
highlights in a 63-15 loss to 
the visiting Wolverines in a 3A 
Snake River Valley conference 
dual meet last Wednesday.

The dual marked the first 
time hometown fans had a 
chance to see the Trojans in 
action.

Egusquiza didn’t disappoint.
The 2019 state champion 

battled Beesley to a stalemate 
in the fi rst two minutes. Get-
ting the upper hand in the 
second round, Egusquiza lifted 
Beesley off his feet and drove 
him into the mat for what HHS 
coach Jake Levinski viewed as 
an aggressive but legal move to 
get a takedown.

Instead, the referee penal-
ized the Homedale wrestler for 
roughness and he trailed, 1-0.

Egusquiza chose the down 
position to start the third peri-
od. After Beesley’s momentum 
was stunted by an illegal hold 

call, Egusquiza got an escape 
and a takedown then held on 
for the victory.

In the subsequent match, 
160-pounder Willie White 
held on to a 1-0 lead against 
Maximus Kingsbury until the 
third period.

With 90 seconds left in the 
match, White rolled Kingsbury 
into a cradle and picked up a 
pinfall. Weiser still had a com-
manding lead, 30-9.

Homedale’s other six points 
came when Gracie Rotter 
picked up a forfeit at 106.

Weiser built what proved to 
be an insurmountable lead on 
the strength of three forfeits 
(98, 120, and 182) and posted 
pinfalls in eight other bouts.

The only other match that 

went the distance featured 
Homedale 195-pounder Willy 
Haun against Rylee Willet. 
Willet quickly built an 8-1 
lead after two minutes, but 
Haun was able to stem the tide 
the rest of the way. He got a 
takedown in the second period, 
but couldn’t make up any more 
ground in the third round as 
Willet was warned against 
stalling at one point.

Homedale wrestlers collected 
two wins in exhibition matches 
after the conference dual.

Keegan McKay pinned Weis-
er 145-pounder Israel Almanza 
in 1 minute, 15 seconds.

At 170, Rhyalee Nix beat 
the Wolverines’ Kaleb Grove, 
9-2.

— JPB 

Weiser wipes out Trojans in home debut

Homedale senior Joseph 
Egusquiza lifts Weiser’s Clayton 
Beesley into the air during 
their bout last Wednesday.

The Homedale Middle School 
eighth-graders showed the mettle 
that could help them repeat as 
boys’ basketball champions.

Clutch free throws and the 
fortitude to overcome a poor 
fi eld-goal percentage allowed 
the Trojans’ A team to seal a 
57-53 comeback win against 
host Weiser on Jan. 26.

Coach Benji Sorenson’s 
team converted just 27 percent 
of its shots from the fl oor, but 
pulled out the 3A Snake River 
Valley conference victory with 
a 19-for-22 showing from the 
foul line.

“Weiser was a motivated 
squad, and Homedale had 
a hard time matching their 
intensity from the start,” 
Sorenson said.

Homedale (4-0 overall, 
3-0 in conference at week’s 
end) mounted two sustained 
comebacks. First, from a 10-8 
fi rst-quarter defi cit and then the 
fi nal charge back from a hole 
the persisted throughout much 
of the second half after Weiser’s 
shooting heated up against 
what Sorenson described as a 
lackluster HMS defense.

The Wolverines (2-1, 1-1 
with the loss) led by nine points, 

50-41, and had possession 
after an unforced Homedale 
turnover with 2 minutes, 48 
seconds left.

But guard Alex Sotelo 
stole an inbounds pass, and 
that turnover led to McCoy 
Swallow’s three-point goal 
from the corner to ignite a 16-3 
game-fi nishing run.

Luke Henry showed his 
athleticism with a diving save 
of a defensive rebound to spark 
a fast break. Sotelo was fouled, 
and the offending Wolverine 
was whistled for a technical.

Sotelo converted all four free 
throws.

With two minutes left, 
Keaton Sorenson put back 
his own missed shot to tie the 
game 50-50. Sorenson led the 
Trojans with 16 points.

O n  We i s e r ’s  e n s u i n g 
possession, Henry came up 
with a steal, tipping the ball 
toward Breken Frank. After 
driving the length of the fl oor, 
Frank kicked the ball out to 
Sorensen for a go-ahead trey 
from the corner.

Frank’s tough basket in the 
low post gave Homedale a 55-
50 advantage with less than a 
minute to play.

Weiser still had life as 
Homedale rushed its offense 
and committed ill-advised 
fouls. But Sorensen blocked 
a Wolverines’ three-point 
attempt and Frank made clutch 
free throws in the final 30 
seconds.

Thursday: Homedale 67, 
Fruitland 19 — The Trojans 

crushed their rivals with 
defense and rebounding during 
a conference home game.

HMS pulled off 20 steals and 
held a 47-18 rebounding edge.

Frank, who notched 10 
points and seven rebounds, 
set the defensive tone against 
the Grizzlies’ big post.

Henry’s 22-foot three-pointer 

at the fi rst-quarter buzzer gave 
the Trojans’ an insurmountable 
17-4 lead.

Henry scored a team-high 
15 points and grabbed four 
steals. Sorenson had the team’s 
second double-double of the 
season with 10 points and 
10 rebounds, and he led the 
defense with fi ve takeaways.

Forwards Brock Walker (four 
points and seven rebounds) 
and Rafael Cuenca (fi ve points 
and fi ve boards) came off the 
bench to provide depth against 
the bigger Fruitland squad.

Homedale’s eighth-graders  
play Parma at  home on 
Thursday. The doubleheader 
starts at 4:15 p.m.  

B team
Thursday: Fruitland 35, 

Homedale 32 — The host 
Trojans (1-2 in conference) 
fought back from an early 
11-1 deficit, but their 16-6 
run through the fourth quarter 
wasn’t enough to complete 
the task.

J a n .  2 6 :  We i s e r  3 1 , 
Homedale 29 — The week 
began with a close 3A SRV 
road loss in a see-saw battle 
against the Wolverines. 

HMS 8th-graders prevail with defense, dead-eye foul shots

Luke Henry fl oats in for a layup against Fruitland. Photo by 
David Hann


