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BLM-IDL swap 
could impact 

Owyhee ranchers

Public comments are being 
accepted on the state and fed-

eral government land exchange 
that at least one Owyhee Coun-
ty rancher and the Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation fear will 
affect grazing rights.

The Owyhee Land Exchange 
proposed between the Bureau 
of Land Management and the 

Idaho Department of Lands 
is part of the Owyhee Initia-
tive agreement and would 
affect public land in Owyhee 
County.

The BLM manages 11 par-
cels totaling 31,000 acres 
of non-wilderness land that 

would be exchanged for 40 
parcels (24,000 acres) of IDL-
managed state endowment 
trust land. After the designa-
tion of 517,000 acres as wil-
derness through the Omnibus 
Public Lands Management 
Act of 2009, IDL’s parcels no 

longer met the Idaho consti-
tutional mandate to maximize 
revenues. 

The Idaho State Board of 
Land Commissioners virtual 
meeting on the land swap is 

Citizens can speak up about proposed land exchange

–– See Exchange, page 4

Sheriff: Policy 
supplements staff, 

saves costs

The Owyhee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce has seen the 
return of another employee 
working within Public 
Employee Retirement System 
of Idaho guidelines.

John Cossel resumed his 
part-time job as an Owyhee 
County Courthouse bailiff and 
off-highway vehicle deputy 
Friday.

Cossel has been rehired 
at $18.08 per hour and will 
work fewer than 20 hours per 
week.

The sheriff’s offi ce 
frequently employs personnel 
who have retired but work on 
a part-time/temporary basis to 
adhere to PERSI rules. 

According to Sheriff Perry 
Grant, there are three types of 
PERSI retirees working with 
his offi ce.

• Employees who work 
no more than 19.5 hours per 

week and are not required 
to take breaks in their post-
retirement work.

• Those who work for four 
months on a full-time basis 
but must take 30 days off after 
that time.

• Seasonal employees 
who can work longer than a 
four-months-on, one-month-
off schedule, but must take 
the rest of their 12-month 
cycle off when their term of 
employment ends.

According to the PERSI 
guidelines, a seasonal em-
ployee cannot work for longer 
than eight months consecu-
tively.

There are many reasons 
these types of employees are 
valuable, Grant said.

“Many come well-trained 
and prepared, along with 
being highly experienced in 
their particular fi eld,” he said.

He said he fi rst began the 
PERSI hiring policy as a stop-
gap while hiring and training 
new employees.

PERSI retirees 
make up 20 percent 
of OCSO workforce

Public meeting, possible 
bond vote on horizon

Homedale offi cials have started the 
quest to fund about $10.3 million in 
wastewater system improvements.

City councilmen selected the alterna-
tives for the sewer collection and treat-
ment systems during last Wednesday’s 
fi rst regular meeting of the new year.

The 3-0 decisions (Councilman Steve 
Atkins’ absence was excused) came 
after Great West Engineering represen-

tative Andrew Kimmel recapped the 
information from last month’s sewer 
lagoons tour.

“This really is a long-term look,” 
Kimmel said of the wastewater facility 
plan. “We’re looking at what is it going 
to look like?

“Twenty years from now, (any up-
grade) still works barring new regula-
tions from the government.”

Kimmel was scheduled to draft 
a letter of intent telling the Idaho 

Sewer fi xes picked, Homedale looks for money

Cold duck hunting
Top: Jim Ferlisi of Boise 

braved near-freezing 
temperatures and 20 mph 
winds Friday to hunt ducks, 
one of his favorite activities. 
Right: Ferlisi paddles out 
into the choppy waters of 
the Snake River. His parents 
live nearby in Marsing.
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10:30 AM SUNDAYS
406 US Hwy 95 - Homedale, Idaho

CHURCH 
IN THE

DIRTCowboy Church

 Pastors Blaine and Molly Lilly

AT THE TANGO GAZEBO

Come experience the GOODNESS of GOD!
Habla en Español

  Owyhee Family Dental Center Dr. Jeppe
208-337-4383

www.owyheefamilydental.com

Schedule your 
appointment with 
Dr. Jeppe Today!

Start the New Year with 

a Healthy Smile!

Cleaning, 
Exam & 
X-Rays

$82*

Marsing School District 
leadership continued in its ef-
forts to improve its methods 
of education to the district’s 
students.

Trustees adopted the recent 
change to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control guidelines for 
COVID-19 testing and quar-
antine. The guidelines reduced 
the number of quarantine days 
from 14 to 10, or seven days 
with proof of a negative test 
after fi ve days from the last 
exposure event.

Students and staff returning 
to school must be symptom-
free with proof from an offi -
cial medical provider.

The district chose to adopt 
the new policy to lessen the 
negative academic impact by 
reducing the number of days 
both students and staff are out 
because of potential exposure.

“It continues to be our goal 
to stay face-to-face in our 
learning process,” district su-
perintendent Norm Stewart 
said in a video released for 
parents. “First semester saw 
many online students struggle 
with the online format.

“We think remaining face-
to-face is the best way to 
continue to educate our stu-
dents.”

The district saw many ex-
amples of students and staff 
needing to be quarantined be-

cause of potential exposure, 
including a September inci-
dent that kept 200 people out 
of school, including the entire 
third-, fourth-, and fi fth-grade 
classes and staff.

“Remember, we want to 
maintain face-to-face learn-
ing,” Stewart said in the video. 
“If your student is ill, please 
keep them home, or if some-
one in your household has 
tested positive or they are pre-
sumed positive, please don’t 
send you student to school 
until it is safe to do so.”

Stewart said that he has not 
heard any direct public feed-
back about the video and the 
resulting protocol changes. 
He plans on continuing to use 
periodic video updates in the 
future.

Additionally, Marsing trust-
ees met on Jan. 4 to accept the 
new allowable exemptions 
to Gov. Brad Little’s State 2 
order regarding spectators at 
athletic events.

According to the district’s 
athletic director Brian Mar-
shall, a limited number of 
spectators are now allowed at 
games and meets. Masks are 
now mandatory but may be 
removed while seated if there 
is enough space for social dis-
tancing.

 “My gut tells me we’re go-
ing to have problems creat-

ing 12 feet of space for each 
parent group,” Marshall said. 
“Part of the plan requires us 
to clear the gym (between 
games) and we will also be 
having parents go through the 
gate again so that only the ap-
proved parents can enter.”

New board members to 
be appointed this week

The Marsing School Board 
held a special meeting on 
Tuesday after The Owyhee 
Avalanche’s deadline to inter-
view new candidates and ap-
point two new members. The 
new trustees will be sworn 
in during the board’s annual 
meeting, which takes place at 
7 p.m. today.

Stewart said that the board 
has received applications by 
three candidates for Zone 3 
and two for Zone 5.

The original plan was to 
hold an Idaho School Boards 
Association-led work session 
prior to Tuesday’s meeting 
for all prospective applicants. 
That work session has been 
postponed to a future date.

The training was postponed 
in order to put the focus on in-
terviewing and choosing the 
new members.

The board positions became 
vacant when chair Brad McIn-
tyre (Zone 5) moved out of 
the district and trustee Betty 
Ackerman (Zone 3) chose to 
step down after serving for 20 
years.

— TK

Marsing school trustees alter 
COVID return-to-school policy

Board takes action after 
fi rst-semester academic struggles

Overall Owyhee County 
COVID-19 cases:

820
Jan. 5 to Jan. 11 statistics: 
New confi rmed cases, 24

Probable cases, 110 (New: 10)
Deaths: 21 (New: 1)

People who recovered: 771 (New: 54)
Health alert level: Red

Source: coronavirus.idaho.gov
and Southwest District Health

Although the daily incidence 
rate has dipped below the 
threshold, Owyhee County 
remains at the red health alert 
level for COVID-19.

Southwest District Health 
released its latest update 
Thursday.

The health district reported 
Owyhee County’s  da i ly 
incidence rate is down to 3.5 
daily cases per 10,000 people. 
That factor would place the 
county back in the yellow zone 
for the fi rst time in months, 
but there are other factors 
that SWDH considers when 
moving a county in the health 
alert scale.

SWDH reported that the 

county’s positivity rate of 20.25 
percent indicates an upward 
trend and is the primary reason 
the red alert level remains in 
place.

The health district further 
r epor ted  tha t  sus ta ined 
community transmission is 
evident because only 48.98 
percent of people who have 
contracted the virus can pinpoint 
how they were exposed.

As of last Wednesday, three 
staff members and students of 
school districts in the county 
were isolated at home after 
positive COVID-19 tests. Five 
staff members or students were 
in quarantine because of close 
contact.

Owyhee incidence rate 
down, but COVID-19 
red alert still in effect
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WE ARE YOUR 
INTERSTATE BATTERY HEADQUARTERS

WILDER 
204 5TH ST 

(208) 482-7565 
 www.PointSTire.com/Wilder

PAYETTE 
517 S 9TH ST 

(208) 642-3586 
www.PointSTire.com/Payette

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Always the 
right tire. 

Always at the 
right price!

SAFE WINTER DRIVING -
WE OFFER MANY BRANDS OF 
ALL SEASON & SNOW TIRES

Ramp means 
easier food 

deliveries, patron 
mobility

The Marsing School District 
received a little lift in its plan 
to construct a concrete ramp 
outside The HUB, the town’s 
former middle school.

The HUB coordinator Becky 
Barkell received a $2,520 Hu-
manitarian Project grant from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints at a small 
ceremony on Thursday. The 
money will fund construc-
tion of a 12-foot-wide, 30-
foot-long, 4-inch-thick cold-
weather concrete ramp.

The ramp will run from the 
food pantry entrance in the 
rear of The HUB to the gravel 
parking area behind the build-
ing located at 205 8th Ave. W.

Marsing’s Showalter Con-
struction will complete the 
project, having submitted a 
quote of $3,600. Showalter 
agreed to donate excavation, 
gravel, and prep work in kind, 
valued at $1,080.

Caldwell LDS stake repre-
sentative Kelli Jenkins said 
the grant was a perfect mar-

riage between the church and 
the Marsing community.

“It’s something we like to 
do, something that’s local and 
high-impact and small-scale, 
with partnerships,” Jenkins 
said. “It sounded perfect.”

Moving pallets and boxes 
into The HUB pantry from 
the parking lot is challenging 
because of changes in eleva-
tion and a sidewalk drop-off. 
With the new ramp, deliveries 
from the Idaho Foodbank and 
The Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program (TEFAP) will 

be smoother, Barkell said.
It will also provide handi-

cap access.
“Crossing gravel, grass and a 

high step up onto the sidewalk 
poses diffi culty and possible in-
jury for elderly patrons access-
ing The HUB pantry,” Barkell 
wrote in her grant application. 
“There is a handicap access on 
the other side of the building, 
but it is not convenient for pan-
try patrons to use.”

Barkell said that the way 
the pantry is currently confi g-
ured, many people will take 

their items around to the front 
of the building and work their 
way back around rather than 
traverse the rough terrain to 
the parking lot.

Beau Showalter said the 
project will begin soon and 
will take a couple weeks to 
complete.

The HUB pantry has seen a 
dramatic increase in the num-
ber of citizens it has helped 
over the past year.

When Barkell fi rst began 
compiling statistics in Decem-
ber 2019, the pantry served 

a total of 66 people from 16 
households for the month, in-
cluding children (infants to 18 
years of age), adults 19-59, 
and seniors 60 and older.

Twelve months later, data 
based on donations from 
the Idaho Foodbank showed 
1,509 people were served in a 
month and 9,196 in 2020. 

The pantry distributes food 
every Wednesday, and clothes 
are available by appointment. 
Call Barkell at (208) 649-
5411 for questions or clothing 
appointments.               — TK

Church, contractor help with Marsing’s The HUB ramp

The HUB coordinator Becky Barkell received a grant check from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints on Thursday 
morning. From left: Marsing LDS First Ward Bishop Sean Rowley, Showalter Construction’s Beau Showalter, Barkell, and 
Caldwell LDS stake representative Kelli Jenkins.
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 5-Star Care Facility
MMMAAAASSSSTTTEEERRRSSSS IIINNN TTTHHHEEE AARRTT OOF CARING

Recipient of the 
L. Jean Schoonover 

Excellence in 
Caring Award 

19 years in a row

• Short-Term Rehabilitation
• Long-Term Care
•  Physical, Occupational, 

and Speech Therapy

2 E Main St, Marsing, ID 83639
(208) 896-4182

Cafe & Lounge

DINE-IN & TAKE OUT!

-

Correction
Owyhee County has not used its full Payment In Lieu of Taxes 

(PILT) funding from the federal government in the budget since 
2015. Each year since then, county commissioners have been 
able to add to the PILT Trust, which is the county’s building 
fund. County Clerk Angie Barkell said nearly the full cost of the 
Owyhee County Community Center in Homedale was handled 
out of the building fund.

scheduled for 9 a.m., on Tues-
day.

Using information provided 
by IDL, the Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation recently reported 
that 17 grazing leases on state 
land and 18 grazing allot-
ments on BLM land would 
be impacted by the proposed 
land swap. 

While the IDL says it has 
worked with BLM and permit-
tees to create transition with the 
change in ownership, rancher 
Tim Lowry has said that BLM 
permittees’ grazing preference 
rights will end when the land 
reverts to state ownership. 
While BLM permits are au-
tomatically renewed every 10 
years (given compliance with 
regulations), IDL leases are up 
for grabs to anyone who wants 
to bid when the time comes.

Ranchers could lose grazing 
rights and — because they no 
longer would have a benefi cial 
use claim — the in-stream 

stock watering rights associ-
ated with federal permits.

Lowry doesn’t dispute the 
logic of the land swap, but 
takes exception with the unin-
tended consequences it could 
bring.

BLM needs to get the ap-
proval of the state land board 
to move forward with the 
land exchange. That process 
would include an environmen-
tal assessment and comment 
period.

At least one board member 
will be present for Tuesday’s 
meeting inside the Garnet Con-
ference Rooms at the Idaho 
Department of Lands, 300 N. 
6th St., in Boise.

The meeting will be streamed 
live at https://www.idahoptv.
org/shows/idahoinsession/ or 
via Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/IdahoDepart-
mentofLands.

Those who want to provide 
public comment during the 

Zoom meeting have until 3 
p.m., Thursday to complete 
advanced sign-in:

Those wishing to speak dur-
ing the meeting must notify 
Renée Jacobsen at rjacobsen@
idl.idaho.gov then complete 
Zoom registration at https://
idl.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_6Yg DygSiQ7yN0cZ2
TN7JLA

A measured amount of time 
will be allocated for public 
comment. Each individual 
or group representative will 
have three minutes to pro-
vide comment. The comment 
period may be concluded at 
the discretion of the board 
members.

Public comment may be 
submitted in writing prior to 
the meeting, too:

• Email: comments@idl.
idaho.gov

• Mail: Idaho Department of 
Lands, Attn: Land Board Sec-
retary, P.O. Box 83720, Boise 
ID 83720-0050

PERSI retirees also do not 
receive employee benefi ts, 
which saves on OCSO’s 
personnel costs.

Grant did not provide 
specifi cs about how much 
money the PERSI employee 
policy saves.

Besides Cossel, recent 
employees rehired under 
PERSI restrictions include 
patrol Sgt. Greg Bishop, 
off-highway vehicle and 
waterways Deputy Pat 
McCormack, and dispatcher 

Lucile Allen.
In total, OCSO employs 

40 full-time and part-time 
employees between patrol 
deputies, emergency dispatch, 
the jail, offi ce staff and Idaho 
Power security. Eight of those 
employees — or 20 percent 
of the workforce — are part-
time PERSI retirees.

Other OCSO PERSI 
employees include James 
Long, Robert McJunkin, 
James Fox, and William Fox.

— TK

√ PERSI: Supervisor among 
the eight retirees working 
part-time in various positions
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NEW OWNERSHIP SINCE NOVEMBER 2018
REBUILDING IS RECYCLING

337-5057 

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

CARPET CARE & JANI-

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

METAL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

SAND & GRAVEL

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

PAINTING

Residential - Commercial  
Interiors - Exteriors - Restorations 

Remodels - Cabinets - Doors  
"You Name It, We Can Paint It"

Licensed and Insured 
Free Estimates 

LANDSCAPING

Kelly Landscaping

Cell - (208) 919-3364
Idaho License # RCE-32060

GREG KELLY - OWNER
FREE ESTIMATES

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Sprinkler Systems
Installation, Maintenance, Blowouts. Professional Design: 

Specializing in 1 to 10 acre yard & pasture systems. No Brown Spots Guaranteed
Lawn Mowing

Mowing, Edging, Trimming, Fertilization, Weed Control
Misc Services:

Backhoe Services, Sod, Seeding, Fall & Spring Cleanups. No Job Too Small
Proudly using American Made Products & Equipment

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
Neck & Back Pain  ♦  Athletic Injuries 

Auto Accidents  ♦  Work Injuries 
for more details go to: 

 www.homedalechiropractic.com 

Call 208-337-4900     J. Edward Perkins, Jr, DC, NMD 
No Cost Consultations              111 S. Main, Homedale, ID 

AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION

Modern solutions for your irrigation needs

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Idaho Lic# 10158
Oregon Lic# 208948

PAINTING

RCE #26126

jacdav7673@yahoo.com
19083 Batt Corner Rd. 

Wilder, Id 83676

CALL 482-0103
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

www.bauerheatingandcooling.com

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

Live and
Internet 
Auctions

AUCTION SERVICES

CUSTOM MEATS

RISING STAR 
CUSTOM MEATS, llc.

formerly JOHNSTON BROTHER MEATS
Custom Butchering, 

Cutting and Wrapping
Beef—Hogs—Sheep—Wild Game

Unique line of specialty items
including the lost art of 14 day aging

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES DENTAL SERVICES

MEDICAL   
MARSING 
201 Main St. 
896-4159 
 

MEDICAL   
HOMEDALE 
108 E. Idaho Ave. 
337-3189 

DENTAL   
HOMEDALE 
Eight 2nd St. W. 
337-6101 

www.trhs.org            We accept Medicaid, Medicare & Insurance. Reduced fees available for qualified patients. 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GENE'S SMALL 
ENGINE REPAIR, LLC
LAWN EQUIPMENT

ENGINE REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
FREE ESTIMATES

208-850-9146
PLUMBING

“Your true local 
hometown plumber”

Service - Residential & Commercial

Repair & Replacement

ELECTRICIAN

Isert 
Electric

Insured and Licensed
Owyhee County

“Over 35 years experience”

Brian Isert
Master Electrician

WELDING & REPAIR

Serving the Wilder, 
Homedale and Marsing areas

Portable Welding, 

Custom Fabrication, 

Equipment, Irrigation

 Aluminum & Steel 

Trailer Repairs

Eric: (208) 901-5675

LLC.

STARTERS / ALTERNATORS

ESSENTIAL oils for a 
HEALTHY You!

Natural effective, safe & 
affordable health solutions. 

ESSENTIAL OILS DOG GROOMING

20488 Pinto Lane, 
Caldwell, ID 83607

Call us for all your irrigation needs!
Cole Kaiserman (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535

Matt Hansen (208) 989-7013
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216

Cole Kaisermann (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216
Garth Frederick (208) 899-0197

FULL SERVICE
DOG GROOMING

FLOORING SALES & INSTALL

TOOLS & SUPPLIES - Call for appointment

bfcinc@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

REBUILT & NEW OPEN: MON-FRI
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

upperedgepro@gmail.com

STARTER & ALTERNATOR REPAIR

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK
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Ariel Agenbroad

Looking out at my dormant 
garden in January, it’s hard 
to imagine that in less than 
two months there will be life 
g r o w i n g 
a g a i n ! 
And while 
winter is an 
i m p o r t a n t 
time of rest, 
b o t h  f o r 
plants and 
h o p e f u l l y 
for us, now 
i s  a l s o  a 
good time to take stock of 
what changes you might want 
to make, improvements you’re 
considering, or tasks that need 
to be prioritized. You might 
call them garden resolutions, 
or just garden goals, but in any 
case, here are mine for 2021: 

• For a few years now I 
have been tending vegetables 
in temporary fabric garden 
beds while I decided where 
to place my vegetable garden 
permanently. This year, I think 
it’s time to remove a nuisance 
seedling elm tree that grew 
where it was not intentionally 
planted, and establish my 
garden in the sunny spot that 
would become available. I’d 
like to build wooden raised 
beds, and am looking at 
designs. No matter what I 
choose, my beds will be no 
wider than three feet, so that 
I can easily reach across them 
from either side. My new 
raised beds will also need 
an infusion of high-quality, 
weed-free compost mixed 
with topsoil. This will improve 
the fertility and drainage and 
create a home for benefi cial 
microorganisms. 

• While I wait to get outside 
again, I want to become 
more efficient at growing 
microgreens indoors. I’ll need 
low flats with good potting 
soil and compost, a fl uorescent 
or LED supplemental light 
source, and a few packets of 

seeds. I want to try sunfl ower, 
radish, kale and lettuce, maybe 
in a mix. Microgreens are high 
in nutrients and will satisfy the 
craving I have in late winter for 
fresh greens. 

• I’ll be looking over my 
harvest notes from last year 
and planning my garden so 
that we’re sure to have enough 
of what we like best: cherry 
tomatoes, fresh basil and sweet 
peppers. I’d also like to try 
something new this year ... 
artichokes! 

• While I get most excited 
about growing our own food, 
I am becoming more and more 
interested in growing food 
for the pollinators and other 
benefi cial insects that keep my 
garden ecosystem in check. So I 
plan to plant even more fl owers 
that attract bees, butterflies, 
predator bugs and good beetles 
to the landscape, focusing on a 
diversity of plants that bloom 
from spring until fall. 

• This is also a good time of 
year to pull down some of my 
favorite gardening books or 
treat myself to a new magazine 
for inspiration and to see what’s 
new, and to enjoy one of the 
great joys of gardening: winter 
dreaming! 

What are your garden goals 
for 2021? What inspires you? 
What do you want to try this 
year? Let us know, and we’ll 
keep it in mind as we craft 
our columns for the coming 
spring.

— Ariel Agenbroad serves 
southwest Idaho as an Area 
E x t e n s i o n  E d u c a t o r  i n 
Community Food Systems, and 
Small Farms for University of 
Idaho Extension. Her areas 
of specialization include 
home and market vegetable 
production, direct marketing of 
small farm products, organics 
and gardening with youth. 
She can be reached at ariel@
uidaho.edu. 

New year, new garden: 
Time to cultivate your 
green thumb dreams

Calendar

Submit information to The Owyhee Avalanche by noon Fridays for inclusion in the 
calendar. Drop off press releases at the Avalanche offi ce at 19 E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail 
them to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, ID 83628, fax them to (208) 337-4867 or e-mail them to 
jon@owyheeavalanche.com. For more information on submissions, call (208) 337-4681. 

Today 
Christian Life Club 
4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., non-denominational, 
kindergarteners through sixth-graders, First 
Presbyterian Church of Homedale, 320 N. 
6th St. W, Homedale. (208) 880-7070 or (208) 
337-3464 

Grand View City Council meeting 
6 p.m., City Hall, 425 Boise Ave., Grand 
View. (208) 834-2700, noon to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday

Jordan Valley Ambulance meeting 
6 p.m., ambulance hall, 706 Main St. 

Three Creek School board meeting 
7 p.m., Three Creek School, 49909 Three 
Creek Road, Rogerson. 

Marsing Fire Commissioners meeting 
7 p.m., Marsing Fire Hall, 303 Main St., 
Marsing.

Marsing City Council meeting 
7 p.m., Marsing City Hall, 18 Sandbar Ave., 
Marsing. (208) 896-4122

Homedale Highway District meeting 
7 p.m., Homedale Highway District offi ce, 
102 E. Colorado Ave., Homedale 

Marsing School Board meeting 
7 p.m., school district offi ce boardroom, 301 
8th Ave W, Marsing. (208) 649-5411 

Thursday 
Owyhee Conservation District board 
11 a.m., U of I Owyhee Extension offi ce, 238 
8th Ave. W., Marsing. Meeting accessible by 
teleconference only, (888) 844-9904, access 
code 2792764. 

Teens & Tweens 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library, 121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 
(208) 337-4228

Marsing Chamber of Commerce meeting 
5:30 p.m., Marsing City Hall, 18 Sandbar 
Ave., Marsing. Check Facebook for updates. 
(208) 859-2087 or marsingchamber@gmail.
com

VFW meeting 
7 p.m., Samuel Phillips III Post 11065, 208 
3rd St., Wilder. (208) 250-7780 

Friday 
The Landing teen support group 
6 p.m., Rising Light Farm Ministry, 5189 
N. Old Bruneau Hwy., Marsing. (208) 807-
0680 

Owyhee County Historical Society meeting 
7 p.m., Owyhee County Museum, 17085 
Basey St, Murphy. Open to public. (208) 
495-2319 

Monday 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Story Time 
10:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale.

Story Time 
11:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 

Tuesday 
Writing group 
9 a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th 
St. W., Homedale.

Wednesday 
Christian Life Club 
4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., non-denominational, 
kindergarteners through sixth-graders, First 
Presbyterian Church of Homedale, 320 N. 
6th St. W, Homedale. (208) 880-7070 or (208) 
337-3464 

Thursday, Jan. 21 
Teens & Tweens 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library, 121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 
(208) 337-4228 

Friday, Jan. 22 
Idaho Foodbank drop-off 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., First Presbyterian Church 
of Homedale, 320 N. 6th St. W, Homedale. 
(208) 473-9331 

The Landing teen support group 
6 p.m., Rising Light Farm Ministry, 5189 
N. Old Bruneau Hwy., Marsing. (208) 807-
0680 

Monday, Jan. 25 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Story Time 
10:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale.

Story Time 
11:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 

Tuesday, Jan. 26 
Writing group 
9 a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th 
St. W., Homedale. 

Homedale Chamber luncheon 
Noon, The Bowling Alley, 18 N. 1st St. W., 
Homedale.

No spectators will be allowed today, 
but Homedale Middle School is playing 
host to an Academic Bowl meet.

This is the third meet of the 3A Snake 
River Valley conference season. The 
action starts at 4:15 p.m., inside the 

HMS cafeteria.
Weiser, Parma, Payette and Fruitland 

will challenge the Trojans.
Only seven team members will be 

allowed, and each is required to wear 
a mask, according to HMS Academic 

Bowl advisor Michelle Parr.
Parr said that outside of the restrictions 

and lack of spectators, the COVID-19 
protocol hasn’t posed any problems 
with the season.

Homedale won the season’s first 

Academic Bowl meet in October in 
Weiser.

The Trojans were runners-up in the 
Nov. 11 meet in Parma.

There was no Academic Bowl in 
December.

Academic Bowl returns from hiatus, lands at HMS
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Obituaries

Richard B. “Dick” Eismann, 
96, was admitted to the hospi-
tal on 11/30/20 for treatment 
of kidney problems and sepsis. 
He tested positive for COVID-
19 at a skilled nursing facility 
on 12/22/20 and passed away 
at St. Alphonsus Hospital in 
Boise on 1/3/2021.

Dick was born in September 
of 1924, the youngest of four 
children born to Christian H. 
and Emilie V. (Callahan) Eis-
mann. Growing up in Grants 
Pass, Oregon, Dick worked 
on his father’s ranch located 
along the Rogue River. His 
father had an orchard export-
ing fruit to Germany and later 
raised hops. Emilie had been a 
school teacher.

At a very young age, Dick 
aspired to be a lawyer. He 
had a love for debate and won 
the State of Oregon debate 
championship in 1940. After 
graduating from high school 
in 1941, he attended the Uni-
versity of Oregon. During 
WW II, he joined the Naval 
Reserve, attaining the rank of 
Lt. J.G. He was transferred to 
various locations in the US. 
He trained to be an air traffi c 
control offi cer on an aircraft 
carrier. Just before he was to 
ship out to the Pacifi c Theater, 
the war ended. He married his 
high school sweetheart, Joan 
(Signor) Eismann, in Norfolk, 
Virginia, in 1945. 

With the war ending, he 
returned to the University of 
Oregon. He graduated from the 
University of Oregon School 
of Law in 1949 and passed 
Bars in both Oregon and Idaho. 
He had two children while at-
tending college, Joan Eismann 
and Daniel T. Eismann.

Dick traveled to Wilder, 
Idaho, to help install a hop 
dryer. In his words, “A cloud 
formed and it didn’t rain,” so 
he decided to move his fam-
ily to Homedale, Idaho. His 

parents and brothers followed 
later. He opened a law practice 
in Homedale in December of 
1949. Two more children fol-
lowed, Katherine Eismann and 
Susan Eismann. His wife Joan 
passed away in 1953.

In 1960, Dick met the love of 
his life and life’s partner, Ger-
aldine (Hale) Martinat. They 
married shortly after meeting. 
Geri brought her son Randy 
Martinat into the family and 
soon Dick and Geri had Karen 
(Eismann) Urbano and Debra 
(Eismann) Murphy. With the 
growing family, Dick and Geri 
built a larger home outside of 
Caldwell in 1963. 

Dick loved the practice of 
law and created a successful 
solo practice. He embraced 
technology early on with the 
IBM Magnetic Card Selec-
tric Typewriter. He created 
numerous programmed legal 
documents that could be eas-
ily modifi ed. He could choose 
paragraphs and insert text keep-
ing his staff of six secretaries 
busy. He always took time to 
mentor young attorneys. An 
attorney noted at one time that 
Dick “had the practice of law 
down to a science.” IBM also 
took notice and sent a repre-
sentative from New York to see 
what he’d done. They asked 
him to work for them creating a 
similar system to be marketed 

to law offi ces. Dick declined. 
He loved practicing law and 
“did not want to advertise for 
IBM.” Dick was very involved 
in the Homedale community, 
but after a fi re above his offi ce 
in Homedale in 1985, Dick 
and Geri built a new offi ce on 
Caldwell Boulevard where it 
remains today. His daughter 
Debra Eismann and grandson 
Ryan Martinat now own the 
practice.

Dick and Geri created a won-
derful home with lots of enter-
tainment for their children and 
grandchildren. Each August, 
Dick and Geri vacationed tow-
ing their boat, “Idaho Eagle,” 
to Vancouver, BC, to navigate 
the Canadian waters fishing 
and crabbing. Dick enjoyed 
getting the whole family to-
gether to vacation whether it 
be on their trips to Canada or 
to Lincoln City, OR to share 
his love of the ocean and deep 
sea fi shing. Dick enjoyed bird 
hunting, fi shing, dirt bike rid-
ing and camping throughout 
Idaho.

Dick and Geri celebrated 60 
years of marriage on Novem-
ber 8, 2020. Dick continued 
to practice law with Geri by 
his side until November 27, 
2020, when he withdrew from 
his last cases after 71 years as 
a practicing attorney.

He is survived by his wife, 
Geri, children, Joan Eismann, 
Daniel T. Eismann (Sheila), 
Katherine Eismann (Brent 
Williams), Randy Martinat 
(Wanda), Karen Urbano (Gil-
bert), Debra Murphy (David), 
and delighted in hearing of 
the accomplishments of his 
many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

There will be a private memo-
rial service due to COVID.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children or the 
charity of your choice. 

Richard B. “Dick” Eismann
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Monuments - Benches

Caskets
(Coppertone)

$79500
Standard size

Graveliners
(Required by cemeteries)

$39500
Standard size

Compare our prices when making arrangements.
You don’t need to spend thousands.
Proudly Made in America
Silver Diamond, LLC

208-454-2232
We can also provide the set-up for our caskets at

cemeteries where our graveliners have been approved.
$135.00 for local cemeteries within 20 miles from us.

$89500
(All Colors)

$39500
(Required by cemeteries)

Monuments - Benches - Urns

Our caskets are allowed in all funeral homes and cemeteries
Know your rights - Federal Trade Commission Funeral Rule

www.silverdiamondmonuments.com

+ Tax + Tax

Death notices
JERRY JOE NESTOR, 81, of Homedale, died Saturday, 

Jan. 2, 2021. No services are planned. Arrangements: All Valley 
Cremation, 1538 11th Ave. N. Ext., Nampa. (208) 899-9361

WANDA “GAYLE” SPENCER, 80, of Nampa, a longtime 
Homedale resident, died Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021 at a local hospital. 
Arrangements: Flahiff Funeral Chapels, Caldwell. (208) 459-0833

MARIE ANNETTE WOODS, 69, of Wilder, formerly of 
Caldwell, died Monday, Jan. 11, 2021 at home of natural causes. 
Arrangements: Flahiff Funeral Chapel, Caldwell. (208) 459-0833

Senior menus
Homedale Senior Center

Congregate meals suspended
Curbside pickup after noon. Phone ahead (208) 337-3020 to order
Dessert included in curbside lunch. Milk available each day

Roll available each day except Jan. 20 and Jan. 27
Thrift store open from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Tuesday-Thursday

Jan. 13: Pepperoni and cheese pizza, side salad with cucumber 
and tomato, beet salad

Jan. 14: Spaghetti with meat sauce, green beans
Jan. 19: Chicken patty, mac and cheese, broccoli
Jan. 20: Ham and beans, Brussels sprouts, cornbread

Sandbar Community Room, Marsing
Noon to 12:30 p.m., inside Marsing City Hall

Milk available each day
Suggested donation: $4 (60 and older), $6 (59 and younger)
Jan. 13: Pork and green chili casserole, refried beans, corn, 

cookie bar, wheat tortilla
Jan. 15: Meatball subs, peas, carrots, fresh fruit, hoagie roll
Jan. 18: Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 20: Salmon, wild rice, snap peas, coleslaw, wheat bread

Rimrock Senior Center
All meals are served with milk & fruit juice

Curbside pickup from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or delivery only. 
 Call (208) 834-2922 7 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. to place order

Jan. 14: Variety of pizza (Hawaiian, combination, meat lovers), 
green salad, fruit, yogurt

Jan. 19: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, carrots, 
applesauce, whole-grain roll, pudding

Billy Keith O’Connor (Bill), 
78, of Nampa, entered the 
presence of his beloved Lord 
Jesus on December 17, 2020 
after succumbing to a sudden 
illness.

Bill spent his life serving 
the Lord as a minister of the 
gospel, his latest pastorate be-
ing the Marsing Church of the 
Nazarene where he served for 
19 years.

Born in 1942 and raised 
in Pomona, California, Bill 
thrived as a young man serving 
as a youth pastor and develop-
ing his photographic skills. 
He graduated from Life Bible 
College and received his mas-
ters in Religious Education at 
Azusa University. Bill will be 
remembered for his spiritual 
infl uence, community service, 
his work as a student facilitator 
at NW Nazarene University, 
his amateur photography, love 

of gospel music and being an 
avid movie buff.

Bill is survived by his wife 
Cherith and daughter Kira, son 
Kevin, daughter-in-law Angela, 
grandchildren Ezra, Adoniah, 
Malaki and Zurijah. Bill, you 
are loved and greatly missed!

Funeral services will be held 
at 1 p.m., on Saturday, Feb. 
6, 2021 at the Church of the 
Nazarene in Marsing

Bill O’Connor
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School menus
Homedale Elementary 

Choice of milk and juice
Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily

Jan. 13: Breakfast:  Chocolate chip muffi n   Lunch:  Spaghetti, 
garlic toast, green beans

Jan. 14: Breakfast:  Bug bite grahams with yogurt   Lunch:  
Chicken nuggets, steamed carrots

Jan. 18: Breakfast:  No school     
Jan. 19: Breakfast:  Toast and sausage patty Lunch:  Hot dog, 

macaroni and cheese, baby carrots
Jan. 20: Breakfast:  Mini pancakes    Lunch:  Pork chop, mashed 

potatoes with gravy, hot roll

Homedale Middle
Choice of milk and juice, yogurt or string cheese

Cereal option and PB&J and string cheese offered daily
Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily

Jan. 13: Breakfast:  Cinnamon burst bread Lunch:  Orange 
chicken, steamed rice, broccoli, fortune cookie

Jan. 14: Breakfast:  Apple breakfast bites Lunch:  Crispito, 
corn

Jan. 18: Breakfast:  No school  
Jan. 19: Breakfast:  Apple fi lled donut Lunch:  Pork chop, mashed 

potatoes w/gravy, hot roll
Jan. 20: Breakfast:  Tornado   Lunch:  Pizza hot pocket, steamed 

carrots

Homedale High
Choice of milk and juice, yogurt, string cheese or hard-boiled egg

Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily
Cereal option, grab ‘n’ go items each day

Jan. 13: Breakfast:  Homedale breakfast burrito or fi lled cereal bar 
Lunch:  Spicy chicken patty sandwich, potato wedges or hamburger 
or cheeseburger, potato wedges

Jan. 14: Breakfast:  Donut or yogurt parfait Lunch:  Beef taco, 
corn, cookie or burrito, corn, cookie

Jan. 18: No school  
Jan. 19: Breakfast:  English muffi n breakfast sandwich or cinnamon 

roll Lunch:  Crispitos, refried beans or deli sandwich, chips
Jan. 20: Breakfast: Waffl e sandwich or mini waffl es Lunch:  

Popcorn chicken, cheesy breadstick or pepperoni pizza ripper

Marsing
Meals include choice of milk, fruit juice, fresh fruit & vegetables

Elementary School each day: Breakfast: Cereal option
Middle/High School each day: PB&J sandwich option

Cold Grab-n-go line: Wrap, sub sandwich, salad
Hot Grab-n-go line (varies): Cheeseburger, chicken dish (reg./

spicy sandwich; nuggets; bites), Pizza (varies), chicken rice bowl, 
potatoes (varies), bread (varies)

Pizza (varies), chicken rice bowl, potatoes (varies), bread (varies)
Jan. 13: Breakfast:  Bacon scramble pizza.  Lunch:  Dutch 

waffl e, sausage patty, hashbrown patty.  Cold Grab-n-go:  Turkey 
bacon ciabatta.

Jan. 14: Breakfast:  Waffl e, maple sausage sandwich, cheese 
stick.  Lunch:  Hot Grab-n-go: Buffalo chicken nuggets, ranch 
dipping sauce.

Jan. 18: Breakfast:  Apple breakfast bites. Lunch:   Chicken 
nuggets, steamed carrots, hot roll

Jan. 19: Breakfast:  Mini waffl es.  Lunch:   Hot Grab-n-go:  
Mozzarella cheese bites, marinara sauce cup.  Cold Grab-n-go:  
Turkey bacon ciabatta. 

Jan. 20: Breakfast:  Pop Tart.  Lunch:  Mac-n-cheese, green 
beans, snickerdoodle cookie

Bruneau/Grand View
All meals: Milk and fruit offered daily
Jr.-Sr. high school: Pizza offered daily

Jan. 13: Breakfast: Muffi ns Lunch: Chicken nuggets, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, steamed broccoli

Jan. 14: Breakfast: Mini Cinnabon Lunch: Hamburger on a bun, 
tater tots, baby carrots

Jan. 18: Breakfast: French toast Lunch: Little smokies, scalloped 
potatoes, green beans, whole wheat roll

Jan. 19: Breakfast: Biscuits and gravy Lunch: Taco salad, whole 
wheat tortilla chips, refried beans/salsa

Jan. 20: Breakfast: PB&J sandwich    Lunch:  Chicken taco, 
tossed romaine salad, broccoli

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Idaho Public Utilities Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications 
Carrier within its service area for universal 
service purposes. CenturyLink’s basic local 
service rates for residential voice lines are 
$21.75-$24.10 per month and business services 
are $39.77 per month. Specific rates will be 
provided upon request. 

CenturyLink participates in a government 
benefit program (Lifeline) to make residential 
telephone or qualifying broadband service more 
affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers are those that 
meet eligibility standards as defined by the FCC 
and state commissions. Residents who live on 
federally recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for 
additional Tribal benefits if they participate in 
certain federal eligibility programs. The Lifeline 
discount is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, and 
can be on either wireline or wireless service. 
Broadband speeds must be 25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the 
Lifeline program as any individual or group 
of individuals who live together at the same 
address and share income and expenses. Lifeline 
service is not transferable, and only eligible 
consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers 
who willfully make false statements in order to 
obtain a Lifeline discount can be punished by 
fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the 
program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please 
call 1-855-954-6546 or visit centurylink.com/
lifeline with questions or to request an application 
for the Lifeline program.

No Spam Emails

No Fake Assistants

No A.I. Text Bots

Meghan Moore
Broker ID/OR

R e a l  E s t a t e  F o r  T h e  R e s t  o f  U s

Call/Text
 (208) 919-7164 

www.Moore-West.com

Full Service for a Fraction
of the Cost

Buy/Sell Combo Rebates
Private Sales & Broker

Price Opinions

P L E A S E  D I S R E G A R D  I F  Y O U  A R E  C U R R E N T L Y  R E P R E S E N T E D  B Y  A  L I C E N S E D  R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L .  I T  I S  N O T  O U R  I N T E N T I O N  T O  S O L I C I T  T H E  O F F E R I N G S  O F  O T H E R  B R O K E R S .

Selling Your Place? Don't Over Pay!

Saved : $12,000 Saved : $3,973 Saved : $8,500

SOLD

Teens & 
Tweens 
try to 
outwit 
librarian

The Gypsy Jackson 
Memorial Library is in the 
midst of Winter Reading 
Bingo.

The contest, which is 
open for all ages, began 
last week and runs through 
Feb. 26.

Pick up bingo cards at 
the library, 121 W. Owyhee 
Ave., in Homedale.

Every time someone 
achieves bingo, they can 
bring the card into the 
library to collect a prize.

Each successful bingo 
card also gets entered into 
a drawing for a grand prize 
on March 1.

The more you read, the 
more bingos you get and 
the more chances to win.

• The Teens & Tweens 
program at 5 p.m., on 
Thursday at the library 
is a trivia contest titled 
“Are You Smarter Than a 
Librarian?”

The boys and girls, ages 
10-17, will split into teams 
and compete against one 
another to score the most 
points.

Organizers said that the 
activity has been tried 
in the past at the library 
and always has had fun 
results.

• Story Time sessions at 
10:15 a.m., and 11:15 a.m., 
on Monday will feature 
“Bruce’s Big Move” by 
Ryan T. Higgins and “The 
House in the Night” by 
Susan Marie Swanson.

The children will make 
a Bruce pinecone craft and 
learn how to make scratch 
art paper.

The library is open from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Wednesday, 1 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., on Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., on Friday, 
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
on Saturday. It is closed 
Sundays.

Call (208) 337-4228 for 
more information on the 
library’s programs.

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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ENHANCE YOUR PROFITABILITY. 
Improve your yields, water use and overall productivity with the Trimble® FieldLevel™ II system from Vantage-Northwest. 

This system streamlines land forming projects and ensures optimal water management using 3D topography data to 

analyze the shape of your land to determine prime layouts, no matter the requirements. Once you’re in the tractor, you’ll 

have all the data you need to automatically run the scraper.

GET THE FIELDLEVEL II SYSTEM.

FIELDLEVEL II SYSTEM

WWW.VANTAGE-NORTHWEST.COM  •  877-530-8333

300 Agri-Service Way  •  Kimberly, ID

2020© Trimble Navigation Limited. All rights reserved. Trimble, the Globe and Triangle logo are registered trademarks of Trimble Navigation Limited or its subsidiaries, registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office. FieldLevel and MagGrow are trademarks 
of Trimble Navigation Limited or its subsidiaries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

73762_Trimble_VantageNorthWest_FieldLevel_PR_9-83x10_a1.indd   1 2020-10-14   4:24 PM

Your One Stop 
Western Shop!

www.idahoscowboysupply.com

208-459-1571 415 N. 21st Ave. 
Caldwell, Idaho

Huge Selection of 
New & Used Tack

Stop by today!

COWBOY HATS CLEANED & SHAPED $10

We Carry Coats, Overshoes,
Coveralls, Great selection of Western 

Sport Jackets, Vests for Men & Women.
Horse Blankets & Cold Weather Gear  

for your horse too!

Cold Weather supplies

Idaho’s Cowboy Supply

Winter Boots

314 S. 6th Avenue, Caldwell
(208) 899-1988

OPEN 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Tuesday-Saturday
Appointments Available

NOWOPEN!

— Information compiled from the 
National Weather Service, Bureau of 

Reclamation, Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service and Helena Chemical in 

Homedale

 Snow  Snow     Year-to-date Previous day’s temperature
             Equiv. Depth Precip. Max Min Avg
                     (measured in inches)   (measured in Fahrenheit)
Mud Flat
  01/05 2.0 9 3.0 35 20 28
  01/06 2.1 9 3.0 38 20 29
  01/07 2.1 9 3.0 39 22 31
  01/08 2.1 9 3.0 33 20 27
  01/09 2.2 10 3.1 33 17 25
  01/10 2.2 10 3.1 35 15 22
  01/11 2.2 10 3.1 n/a n/a n/a

Reynolds Creek
  01/05 1.8 6 5.8 35 25 28
  01/06 2.2 5 5.9 40 23 32
  01/07 2.2 5 5.9 34 25 30
  01/08 2.5 7 6.1 31 24 26
  01/09 2.7 9 6.3 27 20 24
  01/10 2.7 8 6.3 30 19 24
  01/11 2.7 8 6.3 n/a n/a n/a

South Mountain
  01/05 5.9 25 9.1 37 22 29
  01/06 5.9 24 9.1 45 30 37
  01/07 6.0 23 9.2 39 27 30
  01/08 6.0 24 9.2 36 25 29
  01/09 6.1 25 9.3 29 20 24
  01/10 6.1 25 9.3 36 24 29
  01/11 6.2 24 9.4 n/a n/a n/a

SNOTEL report, Owyhee County sensors
The Bureau of Reclamation 

website showed that the Owyhee 
Reservoir was 47 percent full 
and that water was fl owing in the 
Owyhee River above the reser-
voir at Rome, Ore., at a rate of 
188 cubic feet per second. Water 
is fl owing out at Nyssa, Ore., at a 
rate of 28 cubic feet per second. 
The reservoir held 335,131 acre-
feet of water on Monday.

Water report
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ToMarsing council may 
consider change to 
Meadow Brook plat

Group wants 
to make town a 
2nd Amendment 

sanctuary

Developers of an ambi-
tious, long-awaited residen-
tial project in Marsing will 
seek changes through a public 
hearing at tonight’s city coun-
cil meeting.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m., 
at City Hall, 18 Sandbar Ave.

In March 2018, the city 
council approved the pro-
posed Meadow Brook sub-
division preliminary plat of 
123 single-family residential 
lots, eight multi-family four-
plexes, and 10 common lots 
for pathways, stormwater 
management or homeowner’s 
association uses.

Now, property owners Les 
and Lavada Loucks want to 
change that preliminary plat 
to convert nine single-family 
lots to four-plexes (creating 36 
residences) on Morning Dove 
Way. Another change involves 
moving seven proposed lots 
from the initial phase of the 
project into phase 2 and the 
addition of two sets of fi ve 
row homes on Morning Dove.

The entire subdivision cov-
ers 104.75 acres in north 
Marsing.

Mayor Chad Sevy and the 
council will look for pub-
lic input to start the meeting 
tonight; discussion over the 
proposed changes will follow. 
There could also be a vote.

During Sevy’s report, he 
will hear from a group of 
citizens, led by Marsing resi-
dent Rose Gress, that wants 

Marsing designated a Second 
Amendment sanctuary city. 
Gress cited models like the 
cities of Eagle, Star, Kuna, 
and others. She provided no 
further context to The Owyhee 
Avalanche.

Sevy said that he is not 
entirely sure what to expect 
from the meeting with Mars-
ing’s citizens but said mul-
tiple people have approached 
him requesting an audience.

“That is why it is on the 
agenda,” Sevy wrote in an 
email. “Many seem to think if 
the city creates a document, it 
would stand against anything 
the federal government, as 
well as the state government, 
pass (regarding the right to 
bear arms).”

City engineer Kirby Cook, 
city attorney Stephanie J. Bon-
ney, code enforcement offi cer 
Cory Callison, Owyhee County 
Sheriff’s Cpl. Atanacio Montes, 
and public works superinten-
dent Philip Gibson will present 
their monthly reports.

The council will also revisit 
the city’s law enforcement 
contract with the sheriff’s of-
fi ce.

Gibson is scheduled to talk 
about his crew’s work in on-
going building cleaning and 
organizing, and equipment 
servicing. Projects planned 
include replacing irrigation 
box lids and installing a new 
double-wall fuel tank for the 
backup generator at the waste-
water treatment plant, weather 
permitting.

The council will deliber-
ate three business licenses 
— Garcia Trailers, Cowgirls 
Catering, and KD’s Photog-
raphy.

— TK

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681
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Courthouse report
A list of felony and misdemeanor dispositions recently 

completed at courtrooms in Murphy and Homedale. Infractions 
are not included:

Dec. 28
Daniel R. Courville, Eagle — Misdemeanor controlled 

substance possession: $300 in fi nes, $200.50 in court costs
Chance B. Pledger, San Jose, Calif. — Misdemeanor 

controlled substance possession, failure to appear citation: $300 
in fi nes, $355 in court costs

Dec. 24
Dilshod Mardoni, Brooklyn, N.Y. — Misdemeanor 

commercial freight regulations violation, false log book: $43.50 
in fi nes, $160.50 in court costs.

A Canyon County man origi-
nally charged with a string of 
felonies is on a rider program 
after a Third District Court 
judge sentenced him for felony 
driving under the infl uence.

Justin A. Donahue, 43, of 
Nampa faces up to 10 years 
in state prison if he doesn’t 
successfully complete the 
program, which will focus on 
substance abuse treatment. 

Third District Judge Thomas 
W. Whitney retained jurisdic-
tion during a Dec. 11 sentenc-
ing in Murphy.

Donahue also had his driv-
er’s license suspended for 
eight years for the DUI and for 
trying to fl ee from an Owyhee 
County Sheriff’s deputy in 
a vehicle. According to the 
charging documents, this was 
Donahue’s second felony DUI 
in the past 15 years. He ap-
parently has spent time in a 
California prison for DUI.

He must pay $500 in fi nes 
and $640.50 in court costs.

County prosecuting attor-
ney Jeffrey Phillips dropped 
a felony charge of destruction 
of evidence and misdemeanor 
charges of injury to child, driv-
ing without privileges and car-
rying an open alcoholic bever-
age container in his vehicle.

Donahue was arrested shortly 
before 11:30 p.m., on June 10 on 
Edison Road north of Thompson 
Road outside Marsing. Ac-
cording to the deputy’s report, 
Donahue fl ed in the vehicle after 
being pulled over on suspicion 
of speeding. The deputy later 
discovered that Donahue also 
had a 16-year-old female pas-
senger during the pursuit.

According to the deputy’s re-
port, it was the 16-year-old girl 
who forced an end to the pursuit 
by grabbing the keys out of the 
vehicle ignition and shoving the 
transmission into “park.”

Donahue was booked into 
county jail where he registered 
a blood-alcohol concentration 
of .187 percent.

Drunk man who fl ed 
deputy with teen in 
vehicle sentenced

√ Sewer: Environmentalists’ lawsuit part 
of reason for infrastructure rehab projects

From page 1

Department of Environmental 
Quality the city’s plan to take 
the next step in its compliance 
agreement.

Funding could come in the 
form of loans and/or grants 
from either DEQ or U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Rural 
Development.

And a public meeting, out-
lining the plan and the need 
for the city to obtain a bond to 
pay for the construction, could 
be held once DEQ returns its 
analysis of the letter and facil-
ity plan. That could be as early 
as next month.

Kimmel said council mem-
bers would have to hurry if 
they wanted to ask the voters to 
pass a bond. The next election 
is in May with a fi ling deadline 
in April. If the bond failed, the 
vote couldn’t occur again until 
November and would coincide 
with the municipal elections.

The city could bypass the 
bond vote and make its case 
for necessary repairs directly 
to a judge in a process known 
as judicial confi rmation.

Homedale resident Jim Salis-
bury expressed concern to the 
council that a city bond could 
coincide with a school district 
bond election, although there 
has been no talk of the school 
district seeking additional 
revenue. Councilman Jerry 
Anderson pointed out that the 
district has a larger tax base 

than the city, so if a school 
bond were passed the impact 
would be smaller.

Mayor Gheen Christoffersen 
said he would favor whichever 
bond process was cheaper to 
complete. Both would cost 
the city money, either in court 
and attorney fees or election 
costs.

Also during last Wednes-
day’s meeting, the council 
learned an emergency repair 
on the wastewater collection 
system has been completed. 
Public works supervisor Bret 
Smith said work on the force 
main that runs under Succor 
Creek and takes sewage to the 
treatment plant northwest of 
town has fi nished.

Earlier, a contractor had 
completed repair of a sewer 
main on West Idaho Avenue 
west of downtown.

Those repairs were part 
of the continuing band-aid 
approach to the city’s infra-
structure that led Councilman 
Aaron Tines to suggest that 
the city should adopt sewer 
collection alternative No. 3 
as laid out in the city’s sewer 
facility plan.

“If you look at the age of our 
system throughout the whole 
town, it would be to me kind 
of asinine to not do the most 
that we can because, in the 
long run, it’s going to benefi t 
the citizens,” Tines said.

“We’re not going to sit there 
and constantly dread having 
permitting issues and testing 
issues.”

That alternative, estimated to 
cost $2,417,000 in 2022 con-
struction costs, would replace 
1950s-era concrete piping 
among other sections of pipe 
installed before 1968. The 
project would replace 18,600 
linear feet of pipe.

Kimmel pointed out that 
the two recent repairs are part 
of four major rehabilitation 
projects on which the city has 
spent between $300,000 and 
$400,000.

“That’s four percent of this 
project in just emergency 
fi xes,” Kimmel said. “That’s a 
lot, and you haven’t done any-
thing to correct the problem 
except fi x the problem.”

The rest of the expense for 
Alternative 3 is wrapped up in 
mobilization and engineering 
costs and a contingency fund.

For the fi rst time in a public 
meeting, it was discussed that 
the new wastewater facility 
plan and the proposed lagoon 
repairs were triggered by more 
than tightening regulations on 
ammonia, phosphorous and 
chlorine discharges brought 
when the state DEQ took 
over monitoring from the fed-
eral Environmental Protection 
Agency.

“We went into (a compliance 
agreement with DEQ) to stop 
a lawsuit,” Christoffersen said. 
“Our hands are tied.

“They basically picked us 
out of a number and went 
after it.”

Both Kimmel and Christof-
fersen referenced a lawsuit 
brought against the city by the 
Idaho Conservation League 
because of discharge levels 
into the Snake River.

Kimmel hopes people will 
show up for the public meet-
ing to learn more about the 
impetus of the projects.

“Hopefully (news coverage) 
gets people thinking, ‘Well, 
this is coming,’ and asking 
questions of why, and you can 
tell them why,” he said.

“Hopefully we’ll get some 
people from the public coming 
in and asking questions and 
get a feel for what people are 
thinking.”

— JPB
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HHS wrestlers 
take down Parma

Melba hardwood 
win streaks end

REASONS WHY
YOU SHOULD

SHOP AT
GROVER’S

1. Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
2. One-On-One Customer Service
3. Everyday Low Pricing
4. Quality Products
5. Huge Selections
6. Easy In-And-Out Parking

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE!

ESTD 1954

824 Caldwell Blvd, Nampa, ID

(208) 466-7807  |  GroverElectric.com
ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING  LIGHTING  IRRIGATION

Three players reached double figures 
Saturday afternoon as Rimrock High School 
rolled past a third consecutive girls’ basketball 
opponent.

The clock ran freely in the fourth quarter 
as the Raiders routed host Greenleaf Friends 
Academy, 63-21, in a 1A Western Idaho 
Conference game.

Sintia Varela scored 17 points in the 
fi rst three quarters to lead the Raiders (8-2 
overall, 4-0 in conference).

Sami Jewett, the sister of Raiders coach 

Kyla Jewett, nailed two three-point goals 
and scored six of her 16 points in the second 
quarter when Rimrock built a 36-13 lead.

Fabiola Gomez drained a trey en route to 
nine points.

Sami Jewett also dished seven assists and 
had fi ve steals.

Ashten Moore led the team with nine 
rebounds and four blocked shots. Six of her 
boards came on the defensive end.

Rimrock High School’s Sami Jewett (25) drives the fl oor against Hope Miller on Saturday 
at Greenleaf Friends Academy.

Raiders rout conference foes

Three Homedale High School 
wrestlers picked up championship 
bracket victories at the annual Rollie 
Lane Invitational.

Senior Joseph Egusquiza wrestled 
into the quarterfi nals at 152 pounds at 
the vast tournament held Friday and 
Saturday inside the Ford Idaho Center 
in Nampa.

An opening-round victory was one 
of three in the tournament for 170-

pounder Rhyalee Nix.
Willie White won twice in his 

tournament stay.
Egusquiza beat Blackfoot’s Jimmie 

Johnson, 7-2, to reach the quarterfi nals 
where he lost by pinfall (61 seconds) to 
Highland’s Kael Cordingley.

In his first tournament match, 
Egusquiza pinned Columbia’s Kyler 
Apodaca two seconds before the end 
of the second period.

Nix posted a 13-0 major decision 
against Thunder Ridge’s Jared Carlquist 
in his fi rst match. After falling into the 
consolation bracket, Nix decisioned 
Brigham Arnold of Meridian (5-1) and 
Middleton’s Justus Arehart (4-0).

Also at 170 pounds, Willie White 
blanked Arnold, 7-0, in the opening round, 
and he pinned Skyline’s Jonny Baczuk 
(2:13) in the consolation bracket.

At 195, Willy Haun pinned Rigby’s 

Brigham Nelson in 4:25 of the opening 
match and picked up a 5-3 decision 
against Minico’s Kaimbridge Gee in 
the consolation bracket.

Other wrestlers making the trip to 
Nampa for coach Jake Levinski were 
Andrew Marston (132), Jeffery Layne 
(145), Chase Cooper (170), and Owen 
Houser (285).

— Results from the girls’ tournament 
will appear in the Jan. 20 edition.

3 Trojans triumph in Rollie Lane championship bracket
–– See Huskies, page 13–– See Athletes, page 18

–– See Raiders, page 18

Huskies 
girls get 
fi rst win

The Marsing High School 
girls’ basketball team won its 
fi rst game of the season last 
week, but dropped two other 
2A Western Idaho Conference 
games.

Saturday: New Plymouth 
58, Marsing 19 — The Hus-
kies (1-10 overall, 0-3 in 2A 
WIC) struggled to convert on 
both ends of the fl oor in New 
Plymouth (8-4, 3-2 at week’s 
end).

Marsing allowed 19 points 
to the Pilgrims’ Alyssa Chris-
tensen, whom Huskies coach 
Mike Swanson believes is the 
2A WIC player of the year.

Senior wing Mazzi Rop-
er scored seven points and 
grabbed six rebounds for 
Marsing.

Thursday: Nampa Chris-
tian 53, Marsing 37 — The 
Huskies made it a game during 
certain stretches against the 
visiting Trojans (2-8, 1-4).

Marsing senior post Alana 
Larrusea contributed seven 
points and 10 boards.

“The girls had fun and com-
peted hard,” Swanson said.

Swanson said Anna Gluch’s 
play off the bench was a real 
bright spot. The sophomore 
wing led Marsing with 10 
points.

Get HHS 
tickets 
from 
athletes
COVID-19 policy 
discards guest list

The Homedale High School 
COVID-19 sports spectators 
protocol has been updated 
again.

For basketball, each student-
athlete will receive two tickets 
for every game, and then they 
shall give those tickets to 
whomever they want at the 
game, HHS athletic director 
Casey Grove said.

There no longer is a guest list 
at the admission table.

“You need a ticket to get into 
the game. If you don’t have a 
ticket, you need to talk with 
your student-athlete,” Grove 
wrote in an email to boosters.

If tickets are lost, the student-
athlete must contact Grove for 
replacements.

Grove pointed out that the 
tickets, each of which will 
include the student-athlete’s 
name and game date, are 
merely vouchers. Admission 
fees will be collected at the 
gate at each game.

As before, fans must leave 
the game afterward, and will 
only be able to watch multiple 
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Athlete Spotlight

Girls’ basketball
Varsity

Wednesday, Jan. 13 at Parma, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 14, home vs. Payette, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 15, home vs. McCall-Donnelly, 3 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 19 at Fruitland, 7:30 p.m.

Junior varsity
Wednesday, Jan. 13 at Parma, 6 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 14, home vs. Payette, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 15, home vs. McCall-Donnelly, 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 19 at Fruitland, 6 p.m.
Frosh soph

Wednesday, Jan. 13 at Parma, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 14, home vs. Payette, 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 15, home vs. McCall-Donnelly, noon
Tuesday, Jan. 19 at Fruitland, 4:30 p.m.

 

Boys’ basketball
Varsity

Friday, Jan. 15, home vs. Fruitland, 7:30 p.m.
Junior varsity

Friday, Jan. 15, home vs. Fruitland, 6 p.m.
Frosh soph

Friday, Jan. 15, home vs. Fruitland, 4:30 p.m.
 

Wrestling
Coed

Friday, Jan. 15-16 at Clearwater Classic, Lewiston
Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 3A SRV dual vs. Fruitland, 5:30 p.m.

Boys’ basketball
Ventura Martinez, sr., G

5 points, 2 assists, 2 steals, 2 
rebounds vs. Garden Valley

 

Girls’ basketball
Belisia Larzelier, jr., G

First-year varsity player
 

Wrestling
Rhyalee Nix, jr., 170 pounds

3 wins at Rollie Lane Invitational

Note: Two spectators per player allowed in gym for each game.
Spectators not allowed for wrestling tournaments

Games are available on www.nfhsnetwork.com. There is a fee.

HOMEDALE
208-337-3474

HMS boys 
prepare 
for hoops 
season

The Homedale Middle 
School  boys’ basketbal l 
players open the 2021 season 
Monday.

After two weeks of practice, 
the Trojans will begin the 3A 
Snake River Valley conference 
season against Parma.

The eighth-graders play a 
doubleheader in Parma with 
the B game tipping off at 4:15 
p.m.

The seventh-grade teams 
play in Homedale with a 4:15 
p.m., tipoff for the B game

Regular-season games will 
be played until Feb. 18. The 
postseason tournaments are 
scheduled for Feb. 22-24.

Rob Sauer coaches the A 
team, and Tracy Costello leads 
the B team. 

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681

A run in the upper weights 
sent Homedale High School 
to a season-opening dual meet 
victory last Wednesday.

Trojans posted fi ve consec-
utive victories — including 
a pair of forfeits — to swing 
momentum in a 51-30 tri-
umph against 3A Snake River 
Valley conference power 
Parma.

The dual meet was part of 
the Parma Duals on the Pan-
thers’ mat.

The decisive stretch in the 
dual meet against Parma began 
when Willie White picked up a 
forfeit at 170 pounds.

Rhyalee Nix and Willy Haun 
then got pinfall victories to 
keep the momentum going.

Nix pinned Adrian Munoz in 
1 minute, 43 seconds of their 
182-pound bout. 

Haun pinned Tate Oberg 
early in the third round of 
their 195-pound match to 
complete the comeback and 
give Homedale a 27-24 ad-
vantage.

Forfeits for Brodie White 
(220), Owen Houser (285), 
Gracie Rotter (106) and Shawn 
Lee (113) completed the job.

Joseph Egusquiza, wrestling 
at 152 pounds this season, 
continued his pursuit of 100 
victories in his high school 
career. 

The senior got a takedown 
in sudden-victory overtime to 
beat Garrett Weber, 3-1.

Esgusquiza led, 1-0, on the 
strength of a second-period 
escape before Weber tied the 
bout with a penalty point in the 
third round.

It was the only Homedale 
victory that went the distance 
against Parma.

Four Homedale wrestlers 
notched victories in exhibition 
bouts, too:

• Isaiah Stebly needed just 
36 seconds to pin Parma 126-
pounder Lucas Berros.

• Berros also fell victim to 
Elizabeth Hergesheimer, who 
picked up a pin in 1:13 of a 
132-pound match.

• Jeffery Layne dispatched 
Kooper Rowland in 54 seconds 
at 152.

• White pinned Davis Rud-
kin in 61 seconds at 170.

Homedale 18,  Nampa 
Christian 6 — Homedale 
took three of four matches 
in non-conference exhibition 
bouts against a fl edgling team 
led by former HHS assistant 
coach Mark Boothby.

During the four matches in 
Parma, Layne pinned Nampa 
Christian’s Christian Langdon 
in 2:40 at 152 pounds.

Brodie White got two vic-
tories at 220 pounds, pin-
ning Gabriel Bowlin in 3:43 
and dispatching Zack West 
in 2:44.

Uriel Neri lost a 220-pound 
match by pinfall (3:50) to 
Bowlin.

Trojans complete mat comeback vs. Parma

Homedale High School 
couldn’t cope with quick-
handed defenders in Friday’s 
girls’ basketball loss to 
Weiser.

Scoring off turnovers, the 
visiting Wolverines built an 
early lead and cruised to a 
56-24 3A Snake River Valley 
conference victory.

Weiser (5-8 overall) ended 
the week unbeaten after three 
conference games.

After the Wolverines’ 
Maddy Erickson hit a layup 
off the opening tip, sophomore 
Jacy Parker hit a pair of free 

throws as Homedale (2-10, 
0-2) tied the game.

But Erickson continued her 
onslaught.

A p p l y i n g  d e f e n s i v e 
pressure in the backcourt, 
Erickson converted a steal 
into a layup and then hit a 
driving layup off the baseline 
for a 6-2 lead.

After Homedale has missed 
its fi rst six shots, Parker hit 
a jump shot to pull the team 
with a bucket, 6-4, but Macy 
Maloney drilled a three-point 
goal to spark the Wolverines’ 
9-2 run.

Homedale missed 10 of its 
11 shots in the fi rst quarter, 
and Weiser went 4-for-12.

Parker and Téa Uranga had 
a co-team-high five points 
each for Homedale. Ainslee 
Evans was 4-for-4 from the 
foul line for her points, and 
Zayne Hall had four points 
on 2-for-10 shooting. Laney 
Swallow also scored four 
points.

Parker led the Trojans with 
10 rebounds, while Uranga 
grabbed eight.

Homedale committed 31 
turnovers. 

Weiser hobbles Homedale girls

Laney Swallow takes a fi rst-half 
shot against Weiser.
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Athlete Spotlight

Schedules are subject to change 

Girls’ basketball
Varsity

Friday, Jan. 15 at Compass Charter, 7:30 p.m.
Junior varsity

Friday, Jan. 15 at Compass Charter, 6 p.m.
 

Boys’ basketball
Varsity

Thursday, Jan. 14 at Melba, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, home vs. Nampa Christian, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 19 at New Plymouth, 7:30 p.m.
Junior varsity A

Thursday, Jan. 14 at Melba, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, home vs. Nampa Christian, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 19 at New Plymouth, 6 p.m.
Junior varsity B

Thursday, Jan. 14 at Melba, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, home vs. Nampa Christian, 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 19 at New Plymouth, 4:30 p.m.

Wrestling
Wednesday, Jan. 13, home for Marsing Duals, 

old gymnasium, 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 15 at Magic Valley Classic, Wendell, 3:10 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 15 at Magic Valley Classic, Wendell, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 20 at Melba Duals, 6 p.m.

 

Boys’ basketball
Mikey Acosta, so., P
2nd varsity season

 Girls’ basketball
Anna Gluch, so., W

10 points vs. Nampa Christian

 Wrestling
Kail Wyman, fr., 285

Pin vs. Melba at Garden Valley Duals

Note: Two spectators per player allowed in gym for each game.
Spectators not allowed for wrestling tournaments

Home games are streamed for free on Marsing Booster Club’s Facebook page
Road games livestream at www.nfhsnetwork.com

Same pair, different results.
Marsing High School wres-

tlers had mixed results at the 
Rollie Lane Invitational on 
Friday and Saturday at the 
Ford Idaho Center in Nampa.

Seniors Troy Miller (138 
pounds) and Isai Arriaga 
(182), both of whom have en-
joyed dominant seasons, were 
bounced early in the champi-
onship rounds.

River Wardle of Wasatch 
in Heber City, Utah, pinned 
Miller 44 seconds into an 
opening-round match.

After dropping into the con-
solation bracket, Miller went 
on a tear, recording three wins 
by pinfall and one by techni-
cal fall, before exiting against 
Kuna’s Kody Rich, who got a 

pin in 4 minutes, 7 seconds.
Miller’s wins came against: 

Blackfoot’s Carter Inskeep 
(fall, 2:10), Hillcrest’s Kendric 
Anderson (fall, 39 seconds), 
Post Falls’ Alex Austin (fall, 
2:43), and Mountain View’s 
Gavin Lacy (TF, 15-0 at 4:55).

After a fi rst-round bye, Ar-
riaga beat Minico’s Garrett 
Vail (14-6 major decision) 
and fell into the consolation 
bracket with a 5-3 loss to 
Lakeland’s John White.

In the consolation rounds, 
Arriaga topped Lewiston’s 
Brenden Thill (fall, 1:23) and 
American Falls’ Andrew Ad-
kins, 10-5. His tournament 
ended with a 4-2 loss to Good-
ing’s Logan Anderson.

Garden Valley Duals
The Huskies split six match-

es with Garden Valley at the 
dual last Wednesday.

At 152, Miller pinned Na-
than Gillette (3:20).

Senior Jacob Goins (220) 
and junior Harlee Liles (195) 
won by forfeit.

Wyman (285) lost to Na-
than Willoughby (fall, 25 sec-
onds).

Against Melba, Arriaga 
bested Ben Evans and Wyman 
beat Charles Arrington.

Miller (152) lost to Melba’s 
Zane Helm, 3-2, Liles (182) 
lost to Trevor Rhoades, and 
the Mustangs’ Josh Waite 
pinned Leon (220).

— TK

Huskies make run at Rollie Lane

“I was pretty happy with 
how hard we played, but we 
have to fi gure out how to play 
with more of a directed pur-
pose and (that) falls right back 
on me,” the coach said. “We 
will get back into the gym and 
refocus.”

Last Wednesday: Marsing 
32, Compass Charter 12 — 
The host Huskies allowed just 
four-fi rst-half points — two 
in each quarter of a game that 
didn’t count in the standings.

The Aviators, who aren’t 
playing a varsity schedule, 
scored their fi rst basket at the 
3-minute, 24-second mark in 

the fi rst and their second two 
minutes before halftime.

The Huskies scored 15 
points in the second quarter, 
highlighted by a long three-
pointer from sophomore Mila 
Astorquia with 2:16 left, fol-
lowed on the next trip down 
the fl oor by an offensive re-
bound and put-back by sopho-
more post Llee Loucks.

The fi nal scoring in the fi rst 
half was a pair of free throws 
by Larrusea, increasing the 
lead to 23-14.

No fi nal statistics were 
made available by the Hus-
kies coaching staff.

— TK 

From Page 11

√ Huskies: Second quarter 
explosion lifts girls to win

Huskies’ sopho-
more wing Em-
ily Vanosdall (11) 
knocks down a 
layup over the 
outstretched hand 
of forward Lindy 
Thurgood (11). 

Marsing 138-pounder Troy 
Miller (left) drives Mountain 
View’s Gavin Lacey into 
the mat at the Rollie Lane 
Invitational at the Ford Idaho 
Center in Nampa.
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Commentary

On the 
edge of 
common sense

Baxter Black, DVM

From Washington

From the Statehouse
Dist. 23A Rep. Matthew Bundy (R-Mtn. Home)

U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo
Republican (term expires 2022)

Local offi ce
251 E. Front St., Ste. 205
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1776
Fax — (208) 334-9044
Washington, D.C., offi ce
239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-6142 
Fax — (202) 228-1375
E-mail — http://crapo.senate.
gov/contact/email.cfm
Committee assignments — Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs (chair); Finance; and Budget
Chief deputy whip

A cowful
Grandpa Tommy’s dad used to say, “A cowful is a 

substantial quantity.” According to my research, the 
rumen on a mature cow can hold up to 300 pounds. 
And by anybody’s standards that is quite a bit.

Say you had a cowful of pocket change. You’d 
almost need a cow to keep it in. Say you had a cowful 
of wet laundry. It would take a forklift to get it in the 
dryer. Say you had a cowful of manure. Well, I guess 
a lot of us do.

If cowful became an accepted unit of measure, it 
could replace the antiquated English standards like 
the dram and the rod. And those bland, simple-minded 
metric names that somehow sound communistic: 
kiloliter, hectometer, decigram. Can you picture in 
your mind a decigram? Is it the weight of a decimated 
graham cracker? Or 10 grandmas standin’ on the 
scale?

Under the cowful system, 15 scoopfuls would equal 
a cowful. Two bootfuls would make a scoopful, two 
hatfuls would make a bootful. Half a hatful would 
equal a capful. Six canfuls, as in beer cans, makes a 
capful. One canful equals 40 thimblefuls, 20 teardrops 
in a thimbleful.

The dosage for penicillin would read: 4 teardrops 
per 5 scoopfuls of body weight IM.

For Blackleg four-way vaccination: 1 thimbleful 
SQ. Repeat in 60 days.

Bizarre, you say. If cowful was a measure of weight 
or volume, possibly the distance between postholes 
would become the standard unit of measure for 
length, i.e. 660 post holes per section line — 4 thumbs 
to a hand, 3 hands to a foot, 4 feet to a coyote length 
and 2 coyote lengths to a posthole.

Decibels of loudness would be described in more 
understandable terms. From chicken peck to pig 
squeal for everyday sounds. Loud noises would be 
categorized as small wreck, big wreck and heck’uva 
wreck.

“So, did you hear about Orbin getting’ bucked off? 
Musta sailed 5 coyote lengths, hit the side of the grain 
bin with a moose bugle and two cowfuls of pellets fell 
on him. Smashed him fl atter’n a rabbit ear.

“They got him to the Doc in half a coon’s age, 
transfused him with a six pack of type 0 negative and 
removed a posthole of intestine. He’s doin’ OK but 
he’s lost about six hatfuls.

“He’s been a sheep’s gestation recovering. Doc says 
it’s shock, but I fi gger it just scared a pea waddin’ 
and a half out of him. Well, I gotta go. I’ve got an 
appointment in 4½ shakes of a lambs tail.”

— Visit Baxter’s Web site at www.baxterblack.com 
for more features and to purchase Baxter Black books, 
CDs and DVDs. His latest release is a collection of 
three audio books taking his usual humorous look at 
rodeo. Be sure to mention The Owyhee Avalanche 
when ordering.

Saving for retirement is important but often 
diffi cult, especially when faced with the increased 
uncertainty of the pandemic. When paychecks have 
to cover mortgages, rent, car payments, food, utilities, 
gas, college and other important obligations, steady 
retirement savings is often challenging, if not nearly 
impossible. Unexpected medical expenses or car 
repairs can upset even the best retirement plans. 
Recognizing the challenges, Congress has taken 
steps to increase retirement savings opportunities for 
American workers and families.

In December 2019, Congress passed and the 
president signed into law the bipartisan Setting 
Every Community Up for Retirement Enhancement 
(SECURE) Act of 2019. The SECURE Act would 
better enable Americans to save for retirement: 

• The law would make it easier for workers 
at small companies to have retirement plans by 
improving access to and the appeal of multiple 
employer plans (MEPs). MEPs enable small 
employers to work together to obtain more 
favorable and less expensive pension investment 
options. 

• The law recognizes the value of automatic 
enrollment in retirement plans in increasing 
employee participation and higher savings. It 
provides for the creation of a tax credit of up to 
$500 per year to employers to help with startup 
costs for new retirement plans that include 
automatic enrollment. This credit compliments an 

existing plan start-up credit and can also be used 
by employers that convert an existing plan to a 
plan that includes automatic enrollment. 

• The law better enables long-term, part-time 
workers to participate in 401(k) plans. The 
House Ways & Means Committee explained in 
a summary of the legislation that under previous 
existing law enabling the exclusion of part-time 
employees from defined contribution plans, 

New federal law increases 
retirement saving opportunities

— See Retirement, Page 15

To the citizens of Owyhee, Twin Falls and Elmore 
counties:

As we begin the 2021 legislative session, I 
thought I would reach out and touch base with 
the residents of District 23. As your newly 
elected representative in the Idaho House of 
Representatives, I feel it is important to let you 
know how important it is for me to represent you 
and to do the work of the people. 

We have many important issues facing us in 
Idaho. One of our top priorities will be protecting 
and ensuring our liberties and individual freedoms. 
We will need to look at property tax relief and also 
ensure that we properly monitor the functions of 
government. 

I have been selected to serve on the Joint Finance 
and Appropriations Committee (JFAC), the 
Local Government Committee and the Business 
Committee. 

As a member of JFAC, I will have a role in 
allocating state resources and setting budgets. There 
are projects in District 23 that need state resources, 
and I will work hard to ensure the needs of our district 
are met. 

In the Local Government Committee, I understand 
that government is best handled when the appropriate 
level of government is given the decision-making 

responsibility. I have worked on projects as a city 
councilmember that have incorporated state-, county- 
and city-level resources. With proper planning, we 
can save precious fi nancial resources. 

In the Business Committee, I will work on 
streamlining professional certification processes 
for our veterans and military members. A continued 
emphasis on career and technical education and 
continuing to better educate our youth is a top priority 
for me in this upcoming session. 

I will take the experiences I have as a career 
military offi ce, high school teacher, city council 
member and Idahoan with me to the capital and work 
as hard as possible to represent you. I am already 
receiving many emails as citizens reach out to me 
with questions and ideas. Please continue to do so; 
I will answer your emails. Contact me at mbundy@
house.idaho.gov. If you are at the Statehouse, contact 
me and I will do my best to meet with you and show 
you around the Statehouse. 

Thanks for allowing me to serve you, and I wish 
you all a great day.

— Monday marked the fi rst day of the fi rst session 
of the 66th Idaho Legislature. A Republican from 
Mountain Home, Bundy is the freshman Dist. 23A 
member in Idaho House of Representatives.

Property tax relief, proper use 
of resources are priorities



Page 15Wednesday, January 13, 2021

Commentary
Financial management

Contacting elected offi cials

Dear Dave,
What is your advice when 

it comes to investing a one-
time, lump sum of $4,000 for a 
long period of time? I recently 
received an inheritance from 
an uncle who passed away, and 
I want to make the money work 
for me. I’m 33 and my home 
is paid for, plus I have no debt 
and an emergency fund of six 
months of expenses. I am also 
maxing out my 401(k) at work. 
Thank you for your advice.

— Pat

Dear Pat,
I’m sorry to hear about your 

uncle, but I’m sure he was 
proud of the responsible young 
man you’ve become. You’ve 
made some very mature 
decisions where your fi nances 
are concerned, and as a result 
you’re at a great spot in life.

When it comes to investing, 

I consider a “long period of 
time” to be 10 years or more. 
If this is the case with you, I’d 
suggest a good mutual fund 
with a solid track record of 
between 15 and 20 years.

I know some folks like to take 
chances and play single stocks 
on a one-time investment like 
this, but I don’t think that’s a 
good idea. Single stocks just 
don’t consistently generate the 
kinds of returns a good mutual 
fund will over time.

— Dave

Dear Dave,
I really don’t have any 

established credit, because 
I’ve never taken out a loan or 
had a credit card. What will 
happen when I’m ready to 
get a mortgage loan and buy 
a home?

— Jillian

Dear Jillian,
There are basically two ways 

to be in a position to get a home 
loan. One is to have credit at 
lots of places and a huge FICO 
score. This is kind of dumb 
when you really think about it, 
but it will get you a home loan 
almost instantly.

When you have no credit, a 
lender has to do what’s called 
a manual underwriting. It’s 
something lots of banks did 
back in the day, when they 
actually used common sense 
when it came to making loans. 

Fortunately, a few places 
will still work with you in 
this manner. They take a look 
at your work history to see if 
you have a stable job and a 
good income. They want proof 
you pay your bills on time, 
too. This can be as simple as 
showing them several utility 
bills, rent statements, and other 
receipts. They’re basically 
looking for a long history of 
proof that you honor your 
fi nancial commitments.

Remember, buying a house 
with cash is always the best 
way to own a home. But I don’t 
beat people up over having a 
mortgage, as long as it’s on 

a 15-year, fi xed-rate note. Do 
your very best to save up for 
a down payment of at least 
20 percent, too. That way, 
you’ll avoid the added expense 
of PMI (private mortgage 
insurance).

Great question, Jillian!
— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is a seven-
time No. 1 national best-selling 
author, personal fi nance expert, 
and host of The Dave Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 16 
million listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS This 
Morning, Today Show, Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business, 
and many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people regain 
control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. 
He also serves as CEO for 
Ramsey Solutions. 

Drop small inheritance into mutual fund for best return

DAVE Says

women, who have been more likely than men to 
work part-time, could especially have diffi culty 
preparing for retirement. 

• The law permits penalty-free withdrawals 
from retirement plans for qualifi ed births and 
adoptions.

• Tax law treatment of taxable income is 
addressed to enable home health care workers to 
save for retirement in a defi ned contribution plan 
or IRA. 

• The law better protects the benefi ts of older, 
longer-term employees as they near retirement.

• Further, the allowable use of 529 education 
savings is expanded to include costs associated 
with registered apprenticeships; homeschooling; 
up to $10,000 of qualifi ed student loan repayments 
(including those for siblings); and private 

elementary, secondary or religious schools. 
Additional changes made through the law can be 

reviewed in the summary and text available here: 
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/
press-releases/ways-means-committee-passes-
landmark-retirement-legislation. This law builds on 
the enactment of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act that is 
helping to improve the conditions for retirement by 
providing enhanced investment benefi ts allowing 
retirement portfolios to increase in value, as market 
conditions continue to improve. 

In a pamphlet providing 10 tips on saving for 
retirement, the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) 
reports:

• “Only 40 percent of Americans have calculated 
how much they need to save for retirement.

• “In 2018, almost 30 percent of private industry 
workers with access to a defi ned contribution plan 

(such as a 401(k) plan) did not participate.
• “The average American spends roughly 20 

years in retirement.”
It is important to remember that no matter how hard 

now it seems to save for retirement, as the DOL points 
out, “Remember, it’s never too early or too late to start
saving.” I am hopeful this federal statute helps make it 
easier for Idahoans to save for retirement. Bipartisan 
work remains ongoing and productive, as bipartisan 
leaders in both houses of Congress have developed 
additional promising ideas that should see action in 
the next Congress.

— Republican Mike Crapo is Idaho’s senior 
member of the U. S. Senate. He is in his fourth six-
year term and has served in the Senate since 1999. 
Prior to that, he was a three-term Idaho Second 
District congressman.

√ Retirement: Law expands penalty-free withdrawals, 529 savings use
From Page 14

State representatives
Gov. Brad Little

Offi ce of the Governor
P.O. Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720
Phone — (208) 334-2100
E-mail — governor@gov.idaho.gov
Website — https://gov.idaho.gov/
Term expires 2022

District 23
Terms expire 2022

Sen. Christy Zito (R-Hammett)
8821 Old Hwy. 30, Hammett, ID 83627
Phone — (208) 590-4633
E-mail — czito@senate.idaho.gov
Committees
Agricultural Affairs
Health & Welfare
Judiciary, Rules & Administration

Seat A Rep. Matthew “Matt” Bundy
(R-Mtn. Home)

1735 Castle Way, Mountain Home, ID 83647
Phone — (208) 332-1181 (session only) or 
(208) 587-0602 (message)
E-mail — mbundy@house.idaho.gov
Committees
Appropriations
Business
Local government

Seat B Rep. Megan Blanksma (R-Hammett)
House majority caucus chair

595 S. Thacker Road, Hammett, ID 83627
Phone — (208) 366-7976
E-mail — mblanksma@house.idaho.gov
Committees
Ways & Means
Health & Welfare
Resources & Conservation

Transportation

County commissioners
Jerry Hoagland, District 1 (R-Wilson)

Chairman
Phone — (208) 318-8308
Term expires 2024

Kelly Aberasturi, District 2 (R-Homedale)
Phone — (208) 249-4405
E-mail — kraberasturi@yahoo.com
Term expires 2022

Joe Merrick, District 3 (R-Grand View)
Phone — (208) 834-2641
E-mail —jvmerrick@hotmail.com
Term expires 2022

Mailing address
P.O. Box 128, Murphy, ID 83650
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January 17, 1996

Down Under
Ryan Hellwege, Zac Ross and Corby Garrett were 

selected by area coaches to be a part of the Idaho 
West football team that will compete in the 8th Annual 
Down Under Bowl in New Zealand this summer.

Homedale class full for EMTs
The call was made and the Homedale community 

answered.
The response was overwhelming, said Homedale 

EMT Vonnie Harkins, when the Homedale Emergency 
Medical team called desperately for volunteer EMTs 
just last month.

Harkins said the community had only six individuals to 
respond to a full load of emergency calls going into the 
new year, and the time responding to calls was taking a 
big toll on the few volunteers. Canyon County, Wilder, 
and Marsing paramedics were also forced to take up some 
of the responses Homedale simply couldn’t handle.

But when the shortage was made known the 
community answered in force, Harkins said, with 17 
volunteers showing up for an open house meeting 
two weeks ago. Since that time the EMT class 
has become full for Homedale, with a total of 18 
volunteers offering their services as emergency 
medical technicians.

14 Homedale residents will take the class, and four 
people from Marsing will also take the class, to fi ll 
the maximum number of 18, Harkins said.

Owyhee County also joined the effort by pledging 
to prepay the $100-per-person training fee.

Local accountant merges business
Michael Parker has completed a merger of his 

Homedale accounting business with Ron Bowen, 
CPA, of Nampa, and hopes the new combination 
will not only expand his accounting services offered, 
but provide a whole new range of services in the 
corporate, small business, tax, and retirement and 
pension planning fi elds.

Parker’s business offi ce will remain at the same 
location, on Owyhee Avenue in Homedale, but will 
now appear under the name Bowen and Parker CPA’s, 
Chartered.

Progress noted on Grand View park
The Centennial Park in Grand View is coming ever 

nearer to completion with the installation of a fence 
along the west side, and gravel walkway in the works.

City Mayor Rick Rector said Envirosafe Services 
of Idaho donated the funds for the chain-link fence, 
which was just recently installed. 

Installation of the fence was a good step forward, 
Rector said, but the Wayne Ridley family of Grand 
View also helped signifi cantly by hauling gravel to 
the park to be used as the base for a walkway along 
the west edge of the park next to the fence.

January 14, 1971

 ORIENTAL SPECIALTIES will be served at the 
Tenth Annual International Smorgasbord Saturday by, 
from left, Mrs. Jim Kubosumi, Mrs. Frank Tanikuni 
and Mrs. Kay Inouye. The shrimp foo yung is 
prepared and cooked right at the serving table. Photo 
by Bette Uda.

Grange men volunteer services at smorgasbord
Stateline Grange held an open meeting Tuesday 

night, with 16 members present. Elmer Prow 
presided, as Master Ben Huebert was absent.

Members Art Scott, Elmer Prow, and Jim Cossell 
volunteered to wash dishes at the Smorgasbord Jan. 
16 at the Homedale school.

Chamber hears talk for medical program here
Pat Daly, a Vista volunteer, discussed possibility 

of securing a medical program in Homedale at the 
regular semi-monthly meeting of the Homedale 
Chamber of Commerce Tuesday noon.

Daly, who has been assigned here by the Community 
Action Agency of Boise to work with needy families, 
noted the lack of medical services in Homedale and 
the need especially among low income families.

He said he planned to recommend that the 
Community Action Agency spend $6,500 in this 
area if need can be shown. He said there may still 
be hope to secure funding of a medical clinic here 
as recommended by Dr. Warren Ross, Nampa, who 
surveyed the area’s medical needs over a year ago.

The need of Homedale for a deputy sheriff stationed 
here was discussed.

Winners in the Christmas decorations contest 
announced were Max Orr, 1st; Wade Nichols, 2nd; 
Frank Matteson, 3rd; and George Murray, 4th.

Trojan matmen take easy win from Fruitland
It was forfeit time by the Fruitland Grizzlies 

Thursday night as that team dropped the fi rst seven 
bouts by not entering a man.

As a result, Homedale’s Trojans romped to an easy 
40-13 win in the opening match for both teams in the 
Southwest Idaho League.

Kim Tolsma scored a decision win for Coach Ken 
Kellum’s victors at 157, and Deon Ethington gained 
a draw at 187 for Homedale’s only non-forfeit points 
in the match devoid of much action due to all of 
Fruitland forfeits.

“Fruitland just didn’t have any boys to put at the 
various lower weights,” said Kellum. 

“We didn’t learn much about our team in this 
contest.”

January 13, 1866

THE LATEST MUNCHAUSENISM. – The alleged 
discovery of a silver ledge in War Eagle Mountain, near 
Ruby City, Idaho, from which “lumps of silver as big as 
candle boxes were taken,” etc., for which a correspondent 
of the Susanville Sage Brush was responsible, is still 
insisted upon by that paper, on the authority of returned 
Idahoites, none of whom, however, have visited the 
mine. It is a little singular that the Idaho paper make no 
mention of this extraordinary lode in speaking of the 
mines about Ruby, and especially in their accounts of 
War Eagle Mountain. – Virginia (Nev.) Union.

Ditto saith the Sacramento Union, despite its huge 
pretensions to “publish every item of news,” &c., 
and half a dozen other papers we have seen from that 
direction. Those journals play with great gusto on 
that d–d old “candle box” – what couldn’t they do 
with it if it had strings on and a bow to it? Gentlemen 
disbelievers! A word to the point: -there may never have 
been “lumps of silver as big as candle boxes” taken out 
of the Poorman in that shape, or size, in a pure state, 
but have been TONS of ruby silver, polybasite, and 
sulphurets that would cut like lead, mixed, taken from 
it; and, moreover, bark yet there is more wealth in sight 
in a strip of ground, in size say three by seventy-fi ve 
feet, (say nothing about the depth!) than the Gould & 
Carry mine produces in a year. This will be a hard pill 
to shove down a Washoe duck, but if you don’t like to 
take it that way, try it from another direction. We get 
out of all patience with these “Munchausenism” items, 
studded with exclamation points (!!!!) as thickly as 
ten-pin, and the peculiar fi x of the Poorman has made 
it impossible to “come back” on them as we’d like to 
do. We have not the exact time, but all the ore crushed 
from the Poorman mine was the result of about six 
days’ work after the discovery, and “just that little” 
rubbed half a million dollars pretty close. Then the 
mine was under a shot-gun injunction; since then the 
court has restrained further crushing of the ore, and 
now the respective disputants have agreed to lock it 
up till next June. But—rip ahead, ye unbelievers, “if 
you think there’s no hereafter.”

In accordance with a joint resolution of the 
Legislature, the Territorial Secretary made the 
following report:

APPROPRIATIONS MADE BY CONGRESS 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF IDAHO TERRITORY.

For Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1864.
“For contingent expenses of the Territory, one 

thousand dollars.”
“For compensation and mileage of the members 

of the Legislative Assembly, offi cers, clerks, and 
contingent expenses of the Assembly, twenty 
thousand dollars.”

Approved June 23, 1864.
(See Statutes at Large for 1863-1864, page 157.)

For Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1865. 
“For salaried Governor, Chief Justice and two 

Associate Judges, and Secretary, twelve thousand 
dollars.”

“For contingent expenses of the Territory, one 
thousand dollars.”

“For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, offi cers, clerks, and 
contingent expenses of the Assembly, twenty 
thousand dollars.”

Approved June 25, 1864.
(See Statutes at Large for 1863-1864, page 157.)
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Public notices
SYNOPSIS OF OWYHEE 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
MINUTES

December 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2020

December 7
A p p r o v e d  a n d  p a i d  a l l 

outstanding bills for the following 
from current funds: Current 
Expense, $126,282; Road and 
Bridge, $563,343; Airport, 
$654; District Court, $51,987; 
Fair, Grounds & Bldgs., $166; 
Probation, $873; Health District, 
$9,015; Historical Society, $591; 
Indigent and Charity, $56,926; 
Jr. College Tuition, $1,800; Pest, 
$3,500; Revaluation, $1,600; 
Solid Waste, $28,496; Veterans 
Memorial, $1,200; Weeds, $5,000; 
911, $14,757; County Vessel, 
$490; Waterways, $229; Off 
Highway Vehicles, $700; Taxing 
District Elections, $50,000

Approved the Idaho Department 
of Juvenile Corrections – Juvenile 
Justice Annual Financial Report.

Approved the  Assessors 
request for Private Road Name 
for parcel RP02N04W146215 as 
‘Moonshine Lane’. 

Approved the DataWorks Plus 
Software and Hardware Support 
Agreement for the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
in the amount of $5,614.50. 

Approved Resolution 2020-31: 
Destruction of Records for the 
Clerk, Election, Jury and Courts. 

Approve Resolution 2020-32: 
Transfer Title and Ownership 
of a Motor Vehicle.  (VIN 
1FDWW37R88EC83692, 2008 
F350 Truck to Murphy, Reynolds, 
Wilson Fire).

Approved the hire of Audra 
Yoshikane, as Elections Clerk, to 
begin on December 7, 2020, grade 
6 at $14.25 per hour. 

Approved the hire of Chelsea 
Gabica as the Assessors Roll 
Clerk, to begin January 4, 2021, 
grade 5 at $13.30 per hour.

Approved the Treasurers 
tax cancellation for parcel 
RPB0400010150, solid waste 
fee of $120.00. 

Approved the Treasurers 
tax cancellation for parcel 
RP03N06W256020, Homeowners 
Exemption fee of $770.70.

Approved the Treasurers 
tax cancellation for parcel 
RPB0000034611, solid waste 
fee of $122.00.

Approved a comment letter 
to Noelle Shaver with Mountain 
Home Air Force Base regarding 
Forging Sabre Project.  

Approved the Assessors Tax 
Exemption request to access taxes 
on parcel RPB0420002003A, as it 
is no longer exempt status.

Approved a certificate of 
residency to North Idaho College 
for student 2020-2.

Approved a certificate of 
residency to the College of 
Western Idaho for student 2020-
29 and 2020-30.

Placed a lien on Indigent and 
Charity case 20-28.

Denied Indigent and Charity 
case 20-26. 

Approved Indigent and Charity 
case 20-17. 

December 14
Approved the letter to be sent 

to Simplot re “Road maintenance 
issues in Owyhee County”. 

Approved the letter to be sent 
to Idaho Conservation League and 
The Wilderness Society re “Road 
maintenance issues in Owyhee 
County”. 

Approved the transferring of 
the liquor license from Logan’s 
Market to M&W Market.

Approved the Treasurer ’s 
tax cancellation on Parcel No 
RP04N06W256631, Homeowners 
Exemption fee of $770.68.

Approved the fee reduction for 
rezoning applications to $1500.

Tabled the snow removal bid 
from Bush Excavation, LLC.

Approved the purchase of offi ce 
equipment for the Prosecutor’s 
o ff i ce  w i th  Bo i se  Off i ce 
Equipment at $99.74 a month for 
60 months.

Approved the purchase of 
two electronic election systems 
through Elections Systems and 
Software for $27,135.50.

December 17
Approved the letter to be sent 

to Attorney Carter re Bates Creek 
Road.

Authorize Chairman Hoagland 
to sign the letter re Bates Creek 
Road on the board’s behalf.

December 21
Approved to pay all outstanding 

bills for the following from 
current funds: Current Expense, 
$183,698; Road and Bridge, 
$74,971; District Court, $1,202; 
Fair, Grounds & Bldgs., $2,465; 
Probation, $452; Historical 
Society, $1,326; Indigent and 
Charity, $9,420; Jr. College 
Tuition, $800; Revaluation, $180; 
Solid Waste, $102; 911, $9,864; 
County Vessel, $277; Waterways, 
$64; Off Highway Vehicles, 
$123

Approve the FY2020 Indigent 
Defense Financial Assistance 
Expenditure Report.

Approved the minutes from the 
December 14, 2020 meeting.

Approved the minutes from the 
December 17, 2020 meeting.

Approved the Treasurer ’s 
tax cancellation on Parcel No. 
RP01N04W120611, Homeowners 
Exemption fee of $825.13.

Approved the Treasurer ’s 
tax cancellation on Parcel No. 
MH03S05W310001, Solid Waste 
fee $45.67 and Homeowners 
Exemption fee of $13.33; for a 
total of $59.

Approved the Treasurer ’s 
solid waste cancellations on 
Parcel No. RPE0050001018A, 
R P E 0 0 5 0 0 2 3 0 0 1 B , 
RPE0050024013A (bare lots) 
Solid Waste fees of $120 per 
parcel for a total of $360.

Approved the hire of Patrick 
McCormack for the roll of Court’s 
Sheriff at $19.53 per hour to start 
on December 28, 2020.

Approved the hire of Greg 
Bishop for the roll of Patrol Sgt 
at $25.00 per hour to start on 
December 28, 2020.

Approved the hire of Lucile 
Allen for the roll of dispatcher 
at $16.00 per hour to start on 
December 22, 2020.

Approved the reappointment 
of Scott Jensen to the Owyhee 
County Planning and Zoning 
Committee effective January 
1, 2021 to serve for a period of 
three years.

Approved the reappointment of 
Rich Curtis to the Owyhee County 
Planning and Zoning Committee 
effective January 1, 2021 to serve 
for a period of three years.

Approved the lease of a Sharp 
MX-3051 (copier and printer) for 
Owyhee County Probation from 
Valley Offi ce Systems for $121.71 
per month 63 months.

Tabled the snow removal bid 
from Bush Excavation, LLC.

Approved the lien on Indigent 
and Charity case 20-29.

At 10:00 a.m. Commissioner 
Merrick made a motion to go 
into executive session pursuant to 
Idaho Code 74-206 (a) regarding 
personnel matter. Commissioner 
Aberasturi seconded the motion.  
Merrick – aye, Aberasturi – aye, 
Hoagland - aye. Motion was 
unanimous. No action was taken. 

Open session was resumed at 
10:27 a.m.

Board of Commissioners met 
with BLM for their second bi-
monthly meeting.

December 28
Approved the minutes from 

December 221, 2020
Approved the memorandum of 

decision and order July 7, 2020 
hearing on roads closed to OHV 
travel pursuant to Owyhee County 
Ordinance 20-03.

Approved the Owyhee Annual 
road and Stree t  Financia l 
Report.

Approved the Treasurer ’s 
Tax cancellation on Parcel 
N o  M H A M 0 0 7 0 0 4 0 0 7 0 , 
Homeowners tax in the amount 
of $51.54 and Solid Waste tax of 
$61, for a total of $112.54.

Approved the hire of Madison 
Anderson for the roll of County 
Agent part-time Extension Offi ce 
help at the County Agent’s Offi ce 
in Marsing at $12 per hour to start 
on January 5, 2021.

Kenneth Jantz addressed the 
Board stating that both Jim Hawe 
and he are interested in serving 
another term on the Historic 
Preservation Committee. He also 
commented that the committee 
would like to see someone that 
lives in Owyhee County be 
appointed to the open position. It 
was stated that Mr. Dick Freund 
from Murphy had previously 
expressed an interest on serving 
on this committee. Mr. Hawe will 
reach out to him.

Approved the reappointment 
of Kenneth Jantz and Jim Hawe 
to the Owyhee County Historic 
Preservation Committee for an 
additional term of four years each, 
expiring January 1, 2025.

Approved the hire of Kasey 
Freelove for the roll of Marsing 
DMV Assessor at $13.82 per hour 
to start on December 28, 2020.

Approved the hire of Kevin 
Bowen for the roll of DMV 
Assessor at $15.38 per hour to 
start on January 4, 2021.

Approved the bid from Idaho 
Electrical Service, INC for 
Courtroom #1 to provide labor for 
removing existing light fi xtures, 
provide and install 21 new LED 
light fi xtures and to dispose of the 
old light fi xtures. The total cost 
is $5,595.

Sheriff Grant proposed pay 
increases for all law enforcement 
personnel stating that many 
employees  a re  looking  a t 
neighboring counties for higher 
paying jobs. Commissioner 
Aberasturi said that is the same 
situation for most all county 
departments and it would have to 
be a county wide effort if we are 
going to make any changes. How 
the increases would be funded is 
another concern. The matter will 
be discussed further at a later 
date. 

Affirmed the decision of 
October 5, 2020 to deny Indigent 
and Charity case 20-19 as 
supported by Idaho Code 31-3511 
– applicant failed to cooperate 
with the county.

The complete minutes can 
be viewed online at  www.
owyheecounty.net  or in the 
Clerk’s offi ce.

01/13/2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with IDAPA 

15.10.01.011.05 (“ISLD Rule” 
011.05), the Idaho State Liquor 
Division (ISLD) hereby gives 
public notice that it is considering 
the relocation of the existing 
contract liquor store located at 
801 Main St. in Marsing, Idaho. 

The store will continue to be 
operated as a Contract Store 
as defined in ISLD Rule 004. 
Desired location of said Contract 
Store is described as:

Within the retail trade area of 
Marsing, County of Owyhee, 
State of Idaho.

Please note that Idaho Statute 
23-303 asserts that no liquor store 
shall be located within 300 feet of 
a school.

If interested in being considered 
to operate a Contract Store in the 
Marsing area, you may inquire 
about or request an application by 
e-mailing the Idaho State Liquor 
Division:

Sally.Ray@liquor.idaho.gov
 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e 

considered by the ISLD Director 
in accordance with ISLD Rule 
011.06. Completed applications 
must be received no later than 
5:00 p.m. January 22, 2021 and 
returned to Gwynna Jensen at the 
above e-mail address.

01/06,13/2021

NOTICE OF LETTING
Idaho Project No. C200002, 

in Various Counties, Proposal 
No. C200002; for the work of 
Applying herbicides to control 
vegetation along roadsides.

Sealed Proposals will be 
received only at the offi ce of the 
IDAHO TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT, 3311 WEST 
STATE STREET, BOISE, 
I D A H O  8 3 7 0 3 ,  AT T N : 
ADVERTISEMENT & AWARD 
until two o’clock p.m. on 
February 2, 2021.

For additional information 
c o n t a c t  t h e  C o n t r a c t 
Administrator:

Name: Shawn Strong
Phone: 208-830-3610
Email: Shawn.Strong@itd.

idaho.gov

Digital copies of the Plans, 
Proposals, and Specifications 
must be downloaded for a 
fee of $15.00.  Bidders must 
appear on the plan holders 
list for their proposal to be 
accepted by the Department. 
Please contact QuestCDN.
com at  952-233-1632 or 
info@questcdninfo.com for 
assistance in downloading 
and working with this digital 
project information.

General Bidding information 
and Specifications may be 
obtained from the Idaho 
Transportation Department 
website at http://itd.idaho.gov/
business/ 

This contract requires full 
compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which protects persons from 
being denied the benefi ts of or 
excluded from participation 
in programs or activities; or 
subjected to discrimination 
based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, disability, 
Limited English Profi ciency or 
economic status.   The Bidder is 
encouraged to utilize the goods 
and services of disadvantaged 
fi rms in accomplishing the tasks 
or providing the services of this 
agreement, and to provide equal 
opportunity to all sub-bidders 
and suppliers.

 01/13,20/2021

LEGAL NOTICE FOR ANNUAL ROAD AND STREET 
FINANCIAL REPORT

HOMEDALE HIGHWAY DISTRICT
For the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2020
Beginning Balance as of 1 – Oct. Previous Year   643,259
RECEIPTS

Local Funding Sources
 Property Tax Levy     77,197
 Interest Income         6,017
 All Other Local Receipts       12,576
 State Funding Sources
 Highway User Revenue     674,369
 Sales Tax/Revenue Sharing    16,337
 All Other Receipts       3,514
 Federal Funding Sources           -0-
TOTAL RECEIPTS      790,010
DISBURSEMENTS

NEW CONSTRUCTION  Culverts   728
 Reconstruction/Replacement/Rehabilitation
 Bridges, Culverts, Storm Drains, Other   36,334

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE   
 Chip Sealing      458,412
 Patching         11,782
 Winter Maintenance     1,146
 Grading/Blading          2,276
 Other         11,360

EQUIPMENT
 Equipment Purchase      34,884
 Equipment Lease/Purchase     2,416
 Equipment Maintenance       16,212
 Other            3,317

ADMINISTRATION SALARIES & EXPENSES   113,392
OTHER EXPENDITURES audit and Engineering   4,850
OTHER EXPENDITURES 
Maintenance Grounds/Weed Control/Fuel/Training   27,561

TOTAL DISPERSEMENTS      724,671
RECEIPTS OVER DISPERSEMENTS     65,340
CLOSING BALANCE       708,599
FUNDS FOR FUTURE PROJECTS 
AND RESERVES         350,000
FUNDS RETAINED 
FOR GEN. FUNDS & OPERATIONS      358,599
ENDING BALANCE           -0-

Publish January 13, 2021 By Homedale Highway District Board of 
Commissioners: 

Larry Prow, John Demshar and Scott Salutregui
01/13/2021
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Public 
notices

NOTICE OF HEARING
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

FOR THE STATE OF 
IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF OWYHEE
IN RE: MICHELLE ANN 

RAMIREZ
CASE NO. CV 37-20-452

A Petition to change the name 
of MICHELLE ANN RAMIREZ, 
now residing in the City of 
Marsing, State of Idaho, has 
been fi led in the District Court 
in Owyhee County, Idaho. The 
name will change to Michelle 
Ann Ineck. The reason for the 
change in name is: returning to 
maiden name.

A hearing on the petition is 
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on Feb. 
1, 2021 at the Owyhee County 
Courthouse. Objections may be 
fi led by any person who can show 
the court a good reason against the 
name change.

Date: Dec. 21, 2020
s/: Lena Johnson, deputy clerk
For Angela Barkell, Clerk of the 

District Court
12/30/2020; 01/06,13,20/2021

NOTICE OF HEARING
IN THE MAGISTRATE 

COURT OF THE THIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF OWYHEE
IN RE: APRIL KRISTINE 

RAMIREZ
CASE NO. CV37-21-00004
A Petition to change the 

name of APRIL KRISTINE 
RAMIREZ, now residing in the 
city of Homedale, State of Idaho, 
has been fi led in the Magistrate 
Court in Owyhee County, Idaho. 
Petitioner wishes to change her 
name to April Kristine Scott. 
Petitioner wishes to change her 
current last name because Ramirez 
is from her previous marriage.

A hearing on the petition is 
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on 
February 8, 2021 remotely via 
Zoom. 

Objections may be fi led by any 
person who can show the Court 
a good reason against the name 
change.

Date: Jan. 6, 2021
s/: Lena Johnson, Clerk of the 

Court
01/13,20,27;02/03/2021

Sports

From Page 11

From Page 11

√ Raiders: Notus falls, too

√ Tickets: Pay at the door
games if they have multiple 
tickets. One admission price 
covers all tickets for a given 
night’s contest.

• The Cheer team is allowed 
six cheerleaders at each home 
game, and they each will receive 
two tickets to hand out.

• Like basketball players, 
all wrestlers will receive two 
tickets for home matches.

Grove said Homedale will 
not allow visiting fans inside 
the gymnasium.

“We do not have the capacity 
in our gym to accommodate 
all of our fans and visiting 
fans to maintain proper social 
distancing,” he wrote.

As for road contests, each 
host school has its own policy 
about allowing visiting fans, 
Grove said.

“I will let everyone know 
ahead of time what the situation 
is that week for away meets,” 
he wrote.

No attendance is allowed for 
wrestling tournaments.— JPB

Emma Eldridge added seven 
boards.

Homedale resident Ellie 
Brunko scored three points for 
the Grizzlies, while teammates 
Heather Wagner and Kylah 
Fillmore scored five points 
apiece.

Jan. 5: Rimrock 58, Notus 
25 — A quick start pushed the 
Raiders to a conference victory 
in Bruneau.

Rimrock led, 20-7, after eight 
minutes and had a 20-point 
lead, 36-16, at the break.

Varela was on top of the stat 
sheet again with 18 points. She 
was perfect in four trips to the 
foul line.

Jewett knocked down three 
three-point goals for the bulk 
of her 15 points, and Madie 
MacMillan scored half of her 12 
points in the fi rst eight minutes.

Moore  domina ted  the 
Pirates’ backboard with 10 of 
her 11 rebounds coming on the 
visitors’ end of the fl oor.

Varela had eight boards and 
four assists, and she joined 
Gomez and MacMillan with 
three steals each.

Jewett dished nine assists.
Annika Bethel paced Notus 

with nine points, and Cierra 
Pugh nailed a three-pointer as 
part of her seven points. All 
six points for Victoria Ortega 
came in the fi rst half.

Raiders unbeaten 
in conference

A Rimrock High School 
player goes up for a shot 
in the Raiders’ 50-16 
victory over Greenleaf 
F r i e n d s  A c a d e m y. 
Rimrock (4-3 overall) 
remained unbeaten after 
three 1A Western Idaho 
Conference games and 
swept the season series 
with the Grizzlies. The 
Raiders won, 46-20, on 
Dec. 7 in Bruneau. No 
details from Saturday’s 
game were provided.

Mustangs bounce 
back vs. NC

Melba  High  Schoo l ’s 
s e a s o n - o p e n i n g  g i r l s ’ 
basketball winning streak 
ended Thursday.

Desi Kingery scored 17 
points to lead Cole Valley 
Christian to a 57-48 victory on 
the Mustangs’ fl oor.

The 2A Western Idaho 
Conference loss snapped 
Melba’s run of 12 consecutive 
victories to start the season.

The Chargers (8-1 overall, 
5 -0  in  2A WIC be fo re 
Tuesday’s game against 
Marsing) took over the top 
spot in the conference and won 
their fourth straight game.

Keylee Wilson and Kendall 
Clark notched 13 points each 
for the Mustangs (13-1, 4-1 at 
week’s end).

Kate Clark scored 11 points 
and grabbed a team-high nine 
rebounds. 

Kendall Clark recorded eight 
boards, and Wilson brought 
down six rebounds.

Anna Veeck helped Cole 
Valley’s cause with 11 points.

The two teams are scheduled 
to meet again on Jan. 29 in 
Meridian to end the regular 
season. 

Saturday:  Melba 51, 
Nampa Christian 24 — 
Owyhee County’s Brooklynn 
Dayley led the way as the 
Mustangs got back on track on 
the Trojans’ fl oor.

Dayley led all players with 
14 points, and she also came 
up with six steals.

Kendall Clark and Wilson 
scored nine points apiece for 
David Lenz’s squad.

Clark also controlled the 
boards with 11 rebounds and 
helped the defense with six 
steals.

Wilson had five rebounds 
and three steals.

Paiton Mills led the Trojans 
with eight points.

Cole Valley concludes 
Melba girls’ win streak

Four players reached double 
fi gures, but an ice-cold fi rst 
half doomed the Homedale 
High School boys’ basketball 
team Saturday.

Facing a 19-point halftime 
defi cit, the Trojans erupted in 
the third quarter but couldn’t 
complete the comeback in a 
60-54 non-conference loss to 
Garden Valley.

The once-beaten Grizzlies 
(7-1 overall) shot 60 percent 
(18-for-30) from the fi eld in 
the fi rst 16 minutes and didn’t 
cool off much after the break. 
Garden Valley, like Homedale, 
a reigning District III champion, 
converted 32 of 55 attempts 
(58.2 percent) in the contest.

Four of Homedale’s six 

players to get into the scoring 
column reached double digits, 
including sophomore Mason 
Strong with 13 points with a 
three-point goal and half of 
the Trojans’ four successful 
free throws. 

Trenton Fisher added 12 
points with a near perfect 
performance (5-for-6 with 
two three-pointers) for the 
home team (3-6 overall before 
Monday’s non-conference game 
against Cole Valley Christian).

With Hayden Kincheloe still 
sidelined, Sigmund Goode 
stepped up with a team-high three 
treys en route to 11 points. 

Jason Dines also had one 
of Homedale’s eight three-
pointers and scored 10 points.

Foul shots were hard to come 
by: Homedale was 4-for-5 and 
Garden Valley went 2-for-3. 
Only nine fouls were called in 
32 minutes.

G a r d e n  Va l l e y ’s  J o s h 
Gillespie converted 11 of 20 
shots and led all scorers with 
23 points. Covy Kelly (16) 
and Hayden Elmore (14) also 
reached double fi gures for the 
Grizzlies. Gillespie also had 
12 rebounds to spark a 22-7 
ownership of rebounding honors 
of Homedale’s backboard.

Trailing, 39-20, at the break, 
Homedale rallied with 21 
points in the third quarter, but 
the Grizzlies maintained a 
12-point lead heading into the 
fourth quarter.

HHS falls in battle of district champs

Ambrose halts Melba
Melba High School’s six-game boys’ basketball 

winning streak ended with a 71-49 2A Western 
Idaho Conference loss to The Ambrose School 
in Meridian.

Joe Reiber scored 19 points to continue as the 
Mustangs’ leading scorer, but Hudson Hughes 
(23) and Ben Blythe (21) bested the senior for 
the Archers (8-0 overall, 3-0 in conference).

Melba (8-2, 3-1) endured its most lopsided 
loss since a 67-30 setback, also in Meridian, 367 
days ago to Cole Valley Christian.

Jan. 5: Melba 75, Compass Charter 45 
— Reiber scored 26 points and yanked down 10 
rebounds to go along with seven steals and four 
assists in a conference win in Meridian.

Braden Volkers and Tucker Lowber put in 10 
points apiece.

Mustangs wrestle at Lane
Melba High School wrestlers Zane Helm and 

Ben Evans picked up wins at the Rollie Lane 
Invitational in Nampa.

Helm beat Minico’s Paxton Twiss, 12-6, in 
the 152-pound championship bracket.

At 182, Evans pinned Lewiston’s Brenden 
Thill in 1 minute, 27 seconds in the second 
round of championship bracket action.

Grant Svedin (126) pinned Minico’s Xzavier 
Martinez (4:43) in a consolation bout.

Last Wednesday: Melba 48, Garden Valley 
6 — McKoy Richardson (132) pinned Maximus 
Good in 2:35 to highlight the road victory.

Cody Dickard (285) pinned Nathan 
Willoughby at 3:30.

Svedin topped Daniel Martinez (fall, 3:00).
Five Melba victories came via forfeit.
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Classifieds
Reach Thousands of Readers Every Week in the Owyhee Avalanche

Subscribe Today!
The Owyhee Avalanche

208-337-4681

 WINTER FARM & HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT AUCTION

Begins to Close MONDAY 
JANUARY 18, 2021 @ 6pm MST Online

th, 15th & 18th

   

Local financial services and tax preparation company, Parker Advisors, has 
a job opening for a Receptionist position.  Our firm has a rich and proud 
history in the area and is currently experiencing exceptional growth.  We are 
excited to find our next team member as we embrace the future for our 
organization! 

Receptionist Job Responsibilities: 

 Serves visitors by greeting, welcoming, and directing them 
appropriately. 

 Notifies company personnel of visitor arrival. 
 Maintains security and telecommunications system. 
 Informs visitors by answering or referring inquiries. 
 Keeps a safe and clean reception area by 

complying with procedures, rules, and regulations. 
 Supports continuity among work teams by documenting and 

communicating actions, irregularities, and continuing needs.   

Work Hours & Benefits: 

This is currently a full-time, seasonal position effective immediately and 
guaranteed through April 15, 2021. However, there is the potential for 
longer-term employment and advancement after that date depending on 
performance and firm need.  Competitive hourly rate based on experience.  
Benefits would be available if long-term employment offered.  

Receptionist Qualifications / Skills: 

 Telephone Skills 
 Verbal and Written Communication 
 Listening 
 Professionalism 
 Customer Focus 
 Organization 
 Informing Others 
 Handles Pressure 
 Supply Management 

Education, Experience, and Licensing Requirements: 

 University/college degree is an asset 
 Familiarity with phone systems 
 Previous experience with Microsoft Office software preferred 

Applicants should be highly personable, extremely outgoing, and infectiously 
positive! If this sounds like you and you believe you would be an asset to our 
team please submit your resume via email to mike@parker-advisors.com or 
drop off in person at 19 East Wyoming Avenue in Homedale, Idaho.   

HELP WANTED

Tax Planning

Licensed and Insured

CHIMNEY SWEEP

 208-695-7542
saferchimney.com

CLEANING 
& REPAIR

FOR SAFE 
AND EFFICIENT 

HEATING

Safer 
ChimneyPreseason

SPECIAL!
Only $99

United Family Homes
We Carry the Best Built Manufactured Homes & We Will Show You the Difference!

(208) 442-1605
1-866-279-0389
1413 3rd Ave. N.
Nampa, Idaho

Calvin Berg, Owner

Corwin Berg, Sales

SERVICES
Does your backyard need 
cleaned up? Spring clean-up, 
hedge trimming & pruning. Free 
estimates. Licensed & insured. 
Alspaugh Lawn Care 208-337-
1555.
Rye Shippy Tree Services Topping 
and trimming, removal and stump 
grinding. Also, snow plowing. 
Call for free estimate. Insured and 
experienced. Call or text Rye 208-
989-5843.
JJ Excavation:
all types of gravel, placement or 
delivery, road grading, pipework 
and backhoe work, free estimates. 
Call Jim (208) 573-5700
Steel Buildings & Pole 
Barns. Shops, Airplane Hangers, 
Ag Buildings, Hay Covers, Riding 
Arenas. Visit millwardbuilders.
com 208-941-9502
Affordable Music Lessons: Piano, 
Guitar, Violin, Fiddle & Ukulele 
lessons. Private and Fun. All Ages 
& Levels. 208-283-5750
Technical Computer 
LLC, Repairs, Tune-ups, Backups, 
Upgrades, Networking & more. 
Call Tom or Colette at 208-896-
4676 or 208-899-9419.

FOR SALE
 and 

ponderosa, $225 per cord. Can 
deliver. Call 208-697-0690.
Roll ends: Great for packing 

birdcages or for your kids 
to doodle on. The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Homedale

HELP WANTED
Bookkeeper Wanted. Part time 
or Full time. Will train. Idaho 
Cowboy Supply 415 N. 21st 
Ave., Caldwell, ID 83605. (208) 
459-1571
JOB OPENINGS BRUNEAU-
GRAND VIEW JOINT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #365 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
BRUNEAU ELEMENTARY 
GRAND VIEW ELEMENTARY 
Paraprofessionals 2 part time 
or 1 full time position Physical 
Education Tier III - Reading 
This position can be combined 
with the Elementary P.E./
Tier III position for full-time 
employment, if desired For 
more information Call JayDene 

834-2260 Bruneau-Grand View 
Joint School District #365 

obtained on the School district 
web site at www.sd365.us or at 

of interest or application to 
jaquiso@sd365.us Positions 
Open Until Filled The positions 
shall be considered in all respect 
“Employment at will”
Owyhee County is taking 
applications for an Emergency 

· High School Diploma or 
Equivalent · Minimum 18 
years of age · Type minimum 
of 40 WPM · Must pass a skills 
test including an acceptable 
working knowledge of computer 
operations; data entry with an 
emphasis on accuracy and speed; 
ability to make and carry out 
decisions; ability to competently 
perform under stress when 
confronted with emergency 
and critical situations; ability 
to perform a variety of tasks, 
often changing quickly from 
one task to another without loss 

Must be able to pass a hearing, 
vision, and drug screening. 
· Must be able to obtain the 

Training Academy (POST) 
within 18 months of hire. 
Please see Idaho Administrative 
Code IDAPA 11.11.01 Page 
11, 055. Ineligibility Based 

adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/

your eligibility for hire, which 

background check. · Must be 
able to become ILETS/NCIC, 

must be able to obtain a Notary 

and full job description can 

owyheecounty.net on the 
EMPLOYMENT page.
Beekeeper year-round, good 
driving record, pay DOE, will 
train right person, paid holidays, 
vacation and bonus (208) 899-
2914

 supervisor 
and general labor for research 
farm near Sunnyslope. Call 
208-250-0937 to request further 
information.

FARM & RANCH
Hay For Sale $8 per bale, 
load your own, 12648 Chicken 
Dinner Rd. (208) 899-5407
Balewagons: I sell & buy 
New Holland, self-propelled & 
pull-type models/ parts/ tires/ 
manuals. Financing-trades-
delivery available. Call Jim 
Wilhite (Greenleaf) 208-880-
2889 www.balewagon.com

WANTED
Want to rent farmland in 
Homedale/Marsing/Wilder area. 
Call 208-447-8490.
Complete Vehicles or Parts 
for 73’-80’ Chevy GMC Pickups, 
Blazers, Suburbans, 2 or 4 wheel 
drive Please Call Mark 208-602-
4825

HELP WANTED
The Owyhee County Clerk is 
accepting applications for a 
Court Clerk 1.  This is an entry 
level position with full County 

and health insurance. Must be 
able to pass background check. 

Starting wage $14.00 - $15.50/
hr. DOE. Position will remain 

the Owyhee County Clerk’s 

description. The information can 
also be found online at www.
owyheecounty.net  Owyhee 
County is an equal opportunity 
employer.
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Features - Who’s who in Owyhee
County, Looking Back and coverage of the im-
pacts of events on people here.

advertisements for money-saving value.
Legal Notices for Homedale, Marsing, Bruneau, 
Grand View and Owyhee County
Also - Event calendar, menus, and more!

News - County, city, and school news,

agricultural issues, courts, county 
commissioners and more.

Sports - from Homedale, Marsing,
Rimrock, Jordan Valley and Adrian.

Events - Rodeo and fair coverage, 

In-depth coverage of everything in Owyhee Country

What you get in every issue

This one-time offer allows 
new readers to sample part 
of a history of community 
journalism dating back to 
1865, with the second-old-
est operating newspaper in 
Idaho and news of Owyhee 
County, for Owyhee County, 
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Pandemic parallel, Pg. 8A: HHS grad  nds UI 1918  u history

Return to class, Pg. 4A: Area students start again on Monday
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by Sean Ellis

Idaho Farm Bureau 

Federation

A proposed land swap 

between the Idaho Department 

of Lands and federal Bureau 

of Land Management could 

threaten some Owyhee County 

ranchers’ federal grazing 

preference and related water 

right.
One of the ranchers, Tim 

Lowry, is getting assistance 

from the Idaho Farm Bureau 

Federation in his latest  ght to 

preserve his livelihood.

Lowry has asked the IDL to 

send a letter to other ranchers 

who could be impacted by the 

swap asking for their written 

consent and explaining to 

them clearly what the effects 

of such an exchange would be 

on their existing grazing rights 

so they can make an informed 

decision. 
A land  swap be tween 

BLM and IDL, known as the 

Owyhee Land Exchange, was 

proposed several years ago. 

BLM manages federal land 

in the affected area, and IDL 

Public land swap 

threatens ranchers’ 

grazing, water
State agency’s open lease regulation 

could wipe out grazing, water rights

Money sought 

to buy two 

water-skis, trailer

Law enforcement contacts 

with boating enthusiasts have 

steadily increased in Owyhee 

County, so of  cials think it’s 

time to upgrade equipment.

Deputy Bill Conger of the 

sheriff’s of  ce marine unit is in 

the midst of writing a grant in 

hopes of replacing a 20-year-

old personal watercraft (PWC 

or jet-ski) that marine deputies 

use to contact folks on the 

waterways in the county.

Conger is seeking $25,300 

to purchase two jet-skis and 

a trailer. The county would 

have to match 25 percent or 

$6,325, but Conger said part of 

that amount would come from 

a $2,000 trade allowance for 

the old equipment and the rest 

from the county vessel fund.

Conger plans to submit the 

application in a couple weeks. 

If the grant is awarded, he 

hopes to have the new water-

skis in use by spring.

“The new PWCs would 

also be used for search-and-

rescue operations on (C.J. 

Strike Reservoir and the Snake 

River) because of their ability 

to maneuver through narrow 

channels and small inlets, and 

operate in swallower water than 

most of our other watercraft,” 

Conger said.
The grant money comes from 

the Idaho Department of Parks 

and Recreation Waterway 

State grant would 

help upgrade OCSO 

marine equipment

ANOTHER SEASON OF GIVING

A volunteer shows her jubilation about another successful Hands Around Homedale food 

drive for some of the families in the school district. This year’s distribution included hygiene 

car packages (sacked in paper bags) to cap another drive by Homedale High School graduate 

Megan Harper. Submitted photo. For news on the OHR gift drive, see Page 3A

Community’s response 

delights collection effort’s 

founder once again

The community got behind Megan Harp-

er’s latest hygiene collection drive, and she 

won’t forget it.
“We have the best community, and I am so 

lucky to know so many giving individuals,” 

the Homedale High School graduate said 

after wrapping up her third biennial bene  t.

“During this time, I was able to meet 

Hygiene drive helps hundreds 

of people in several towns

–– See Drive, page 5A

A long-standing holiday 
community project continued 
last month in the eastern part 
of Owyhee County.

The 19th annual Giving Tree 
and a food drive, benefi tted 
dozens of families in Grand 
View, Bruneau and Oreana.

Several community mem-
bers contributed to both the gift 
drive and the food drive.

Grand View resident Mitzi 

Appodaca has been involved in 
the Giving Tree since the start. 
Judy McBride coordinates the 
Bruneau portion of the effort.

Layth Jenkins coordinated 
a door-to-door food drive 
among his Rimrock Jr.-Sr. 
High School classmates.

High school students now con-
duct a food drive formerly car-
ried out by local Boy Scouts.

Other items for the food 

drive are also collected as the 
admission price for the annual 
Bruneau Cowboy Christmas 
holiday arts and crafts sale 
staged by Bruneau native 
Becky Tester each November.

“I cannot say enough good 
about Becky Tester,” McBride 
said. “She is a hometown girl 
and loves her roots. She is 
the most inspirational, giving 
person I know.”

But that’s not all.
“Sometimes there are ran-

dom personal donations in 
addition to the food drive,” 
Appodaca said, referring to a 
man who called her up to ar-
range donation of fi ve turkeys 
this year.

Community volunteers get 
together and organize the gifts 
and food care packages.

“We just make sure that any-
one in the valley that has asked 
for food that we put a box or 
two together for every family,” 
Appodaca said.

Last month, 40 families, 
encompassing 156 people, 
received food and gifts.

“It just went really, really 
well,” Appodaca said.

While Appodaca has been 
a steady presence for nearly 
two decades, other coordina-
tors change. McBride has 
been involvedin the Bruneau 
portion of the effort for about 
eight years. McBride said she 
stepped in when Cindy Bach-
man no longer had time.

“It’s such a blessing to me 
that I got to work with some 
many different people,” Ap-
podaca said.

Organizers are grateful for 
community members who take 
names off the Giving Tree and 
provide for their neighbors.

Appodaca said children in 
the community began as the 

focus, but the elderly also get 
Christmas cheer.

The biennial hygiene drive 
by Homedale High School 
graduate Megan Harper also 
touched the eastern county.

Megan brought one bag for 
every family in the area,” Ap-
podaca said. “We were able to 
take her generosity and add that 
right into our generosity.”

Others who help include 
the Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Posse, Bruneau Ladies Aid, 
and a young man named Sam 
O’Donnell, who buys a slew of 
gifts for the drive on his own. 
McBride’s husband, Bill, and 
Harold Simper and others help 
organize the food from the 
Cowboy Christmas effort.

“We live in a very giving 
community and the families 
are always so grateful,” Judy 
McBride said.

Tags go up at Giving Tree 
locations before and after 
Thanksgiving usually. Appo-
daca said once the tags are out 
in the community, individuals 
and corporations kick into ac-
tion and the generosity begins. 
Employees from businesses 
such as Simplot Land and Live-
stock and U.S. Ecology Idaho 
always get involved, too.

“It just always works out,” 
Appodaca said of fulfilling 
every tag. “It’s always in God’s 
hands.”                        — JPB

E. Owyhee community provides another bright Christmas
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