
 VOL.  35,  NO. 51 $1 HOMEDALE, OWYHEE COUNTY, IDAHO WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2020

Established 1865

–– See Trustees, page 5A

–– See Lagoons, page 9A

Betty Ackerman Brad McIntyre

COVID-19 aftermath, Pg. 2A: Homedale family recovering
Learning fi nances, Pg. 13A: Local Bible-based class planned
Winning essay, Pg. 10A: VFW honors Three Creek student
Loss avenged, Pg. 1B: Marsing boys take down Payette

Obituary, 7A • Looking Back, 14A • Commentary, 4-5B

Subscribe today
Get the news source of the Owyhees delivered 

directly to you each Wednesday
Only $37.10 (incl. post. & tax) in Owyhee County 

Call 337-4681

Changes on the Marsing 
School District board of trust-
ees have provided an oppor-
tunity for patrons to step into 
leadership roles.

Two trustees stepped down 
last Wednesday, opening up 
positions on the fi ve-person 
school board.

Chair Brad McIntyre had 
to resign because he sold his 
home and moved out of Zone 
5.

Betty Ackerman (Zone 3), 
who has served on the board 
for 20 years, has decided it’s 
time to move on and focus on 
her family.

Both trustees’ terms expire 
in December 2021. The board 
accepted their resignations 
during its regular meeting last 
week.

District superintendent 
Norm Stewart said the district 
is advertising for people liv-
ing in those zones who may 

be interested in serving on the 
board. 

Potential candidates are en-
couraged to submit a resume 
and a letter of interest to the 
district’s offi ce at 205 8th Ave. 
W., inside The HUB.

Two Marsing school trustees resign in one week
Applications being accepted after McIntyre, Ackerman step down

Aging plant 
failing because 

of dying 
cells, lack of 
maintenance

No matter which way 
elected officials decide to 
go, the City of Homedale 
faces a multi-million dollar 
problem.

City council members 
were presented with five 
options to upgrade and outfi t 
the wastewater lagoons 
northwest of town to meet 
the demands of an upcoming 
new discharge permit and 
handle Homedale’s growth 
over the next 40 years.

The current lagoons were 
built in 1985, and the rule 
of thumb is to revisit a 

community’s needs every 
20 years.

Based on “conservative” 
es t ima tes ,  Grea t  Wes t 
Engineering representative 
Andrew Kimmel said the 
project could cost anywhere 
from $8 million to $20 
million depending on what 
mitigation alternative the 

council selects.
“The short answer is, 

they’re old and they can’t keep 
up with (modern treatment) 
standards,” Kimmel said 
about the city’s wastewater 
lagoons.

Kimmel said that the 
estimates could be fi ne-tuned 
to get the costs down more.

“There are some things 
we have not completely 
investigated because we 
have yet to talk to (the Idaho 
Department of Environmental 
Quality),” he said.

The silver lining, though, is 
the city has several avenues 

Homedale council gets low-down on lagoons

Left: Mayor Gheen Christoffersen (center) makes a point during a city council discussion 
of the Homedale wastewater treatment plant. Right: The grayish slime on the aerator is 
remnants of disposable diapers, “fl ushable” wipes and shop rags that do not break down.

The mound in the middle of a City of Homedale sewer lagoon is evidence that the cell is “dying,” and unable to properly 
break down sewage. The failure puts more pressure on other sewer ponds in the complex. A look at the options, Page 8A

Church 
Christmas 
events set

Local special events planned 
leading up to Christmas:

Today
Community Christmas 

dinner — 6 p.m., live music, 
Vision Community Church, 
221 W. Main St., Marsing. 
(208) 779-7926

Sunday
C o u n t r y  C h r i s t m a s 

Cantata — 10 a.m., Church 
in the Dirt children’s Christmas 
program, The Tango, 404 U.S. 
Hwy. 95, Homedale. Christmas 
caroling at night.

Christmas service — 10:30 
a.m., Christmas message, 
children singing, Vision 
Community Church

Thursday, Dec. 24
C a n d l e l i g h t  s e r v i c e 

— 7 p.m., Homedale First 
Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 
6th St. W., Homedale. (208) 
473-9331

Candlelight service — 7 p.m., 
Homedale Friends Community 
Church, 17434 U.S. Hwy. 95, 
Wilder. (208) 337-3464

— If your church has a 
Christmas event that you would 
like added to The Owyhee 
Avalanche’s list, email details 
to jon@owyheeavalanche.com 
or call (208) 337-4681. 
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Wilder - 208-482-9210
Deli &  Convenience Store

Homedale - 208-337-4664
Full Service Auto Care 

Idaho Fish & Game License Vendor
Convenience Store

Fishing Supplies

Ammunition 

Gifts for the Sportsman
Large Selection of Coolers

Insulated Mugs

Call us for fast, convenient service!

Quality 
Auto 

Repair

We now 
carry

Classic 
Ropes

Roping 
Gloves & 
Supplies

LAST MINUTE GIFTS 
STOCKING STUFFERS

Great Wine Section

Coldest Beer in Town

Emotional, 
fi nancial effects 

linger

Although COVID-19 and 
its associated physical, social, 
and fi nancial repercussions 
are affecting dozens of county 
residents, many people don’t 
have a direct, personal experi-
ence with the virus.

One Homedale family’s en-
tire household endured the ef-
fects of the illness to varying 
degrees in parts of October 
and November.

The virus fi rst struck the 
family’s 16-year-old daugh-
ter, “Becky,” who developed 
a severe kidney infection.

Within three days, all fi ve 
family members were affl ict-
ed.

“It hit her fi rst as a horrible 
kidney infection,” Becky’s 
mom “Karen” said. “It was so 
bad that she had bruises on her 
back where her kidneys are.”

The other two children in 
the family, “Hudson,” 14, and 
“Kylie,” 10, showed drasti-
cally different effects from the 
virus. Hudson had a high fe-
ver and very bad body aches, 
headache, and loss of taste 

and smell, while Kylie had a 
fever for two hours but had no 
other adverse symptoms.

Karen started feeling a mi-
graine coming, with dizziness 
and a bad headache, but her 
condition worsened quickly.

“It moved on from there 
— severe body aches, fever, 
chest pain, (diffi culty breath-
ing), kidney pain, exhaustion, 
loss of taste and smell, and 
skin hurting,” she said.

Karen said that 45-year-old 
“Blaine” had it the worst. He 
suffered a severe headache, a 
high fever that hit him quick-
ly, and terrible cough, exhaus-
tion, and body aches.

“He couldn’t even stand to 
have my hand rest on his back 
(because) his skin hurt so 
bad,” she said. “He has never 
been that sick before, and he 
still suffers from low energy.”

Karen and Blaine felt the 
brunt of the illness, while their 
children took it relatively in 
stride.

“We didn’t get out of bed 
for four days,” Karen said. “It 
was too exhausting to do any-
thing but breathe. It took us 
eight days to even stop wish-
ing for death, and the extreme 
exhaustion lasted another 
three weeks.”

The family worried about 
COVID-19 as it began to 
spread. They care for Kar-
en’s elderly parents who are 
high-risk, and she was afraid 
to think that she could be re-
sponsible for giving her par-
ents something that could 
make them ill, or worse.

However, Karen has a prag-
matic view on the subject of 
her parents and the coronavirus. 
She was worried that her par-
ents could also die from depres-
sion and neglect if she didn’t 
continue to care for them.

“The decision to continue 
spending time with my fam-
ily was not made lightly,” she 
said. “We at fi rst stayed away, 
and they suffered a lot with 
our absence.

“My 83-year-old father’s fa-
vorite phrase lately has been, 
‘If I get it, I get it. But I’m not 
going to let the fear of it keep 
me from my family.’ ”

Prior to contracting the ill-
ness, the family followed 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Southwest District 
Health’s guidelines by sani-
tizing, washing hands often 
and wearing masks, as well 
as keeping out of high-traffi c 
areas. Since recovering from 
the virus, the family has con-

ducted themselves in a similar 
fashion.

“According to Southwest 
District Health, there are stud-
ies being done on if someone 
can catch COVID twice,” 
Karen said. “There is just so 
much unknown about this vi-
rus right now.”

Once the family came out 
of quarantine and got the “all 
clear” from SWDH, everyone 
returned to normal — the chil-
dren back to school full-time 
and parents back to work.

Although the health issues 
the family has faced have 
eased up, fi nancial hardships 
have continued. Both Blaine 
and Karen missed 2½ weeks 
of work. Their dishwasher 
went out on the second day 
of quarantine and their micro-
wave on the fourth.

“We still may not be recov-
ered by Christmas, and that is 
so hard to think about,” Karen 
said.

Kylie was especially affect-
ed on an emotional level. De-
spite having recovered faster 
physically than anyone else 
in the family, she remained in 
quarantine and was not able to 
see friends or go to school.

“Not being able to leave the 
house made her a little stir-

crazy,” Karen said.
Although Karen and Blaine 

were allowed to return to 
work, the couple still had 
some concerns. The fatigue, 
shortness of breath, and chest 
pain did not immediately ease 
up, and Blaine continued to 
experience a cough.

Karen is most concerned for 
Becky.

“I worry about her kidneys, 
as they were hit the hardest,” 
she said. “Other than eating 
carefully and drinking lots of 
liquids, there isn’t much else 
we can do for her.”

Karen has suggestions for 
those dealing with the virus.

“Therafl u, zinc, vitamins C, 
D3, K2, and lots of fl uids,” she 
recommends. “(People) will 
crave salt but can’t taste any-
thing so be careful not to hurt 
your kidneys more. Hot baths 
with Epsom salts helps ease 
the body aches for a time.

“The stomach ache will 
cause lack of appetite, but 
keep drinking,” she empha-
sized. “Also, let your friends 
and family know if you are 
sick and how they can help.

“Be willing to ask for help. 
This community is amazing, 
and no one will go without 
care if needed.”            — TK

Homedale family rides out COVID-19 storm
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WILDER 
(208) 482-7565

204 5TH ST
www.PointSTire.com/Wilder

PAYETTE 
(208) 642-3586

517 S 9TH ST 
www.PointSTire.com/Payette

Farm Tires  ·  Car and Truck Tires  ·  AG Tires  ·  Batteries  ·  Mobile Service Truck

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Happy Holidays from our Point S family to yours!

Come to Wilson Point S for  
all of your vehicle needs. There is 
no holiday stress with Point S.

SANTA’S SLEIGH 
SHOULD NEVER 
BE OUT OF 
COMMISSION,  
AND NEITHER 
SHOULD YOUR CAR. 

School district
COVID-19 cases 
tick up slightly

Owyhee County remains in the 
COVID-19 red health alert zone 
although the weekly positivity rate 
is dropping.

The fi rst rounds of vaccinations 
began this week for healthcare 
workers, including staffers at long-
term care facilities. Long-term care 
center residents also are on the in-
tial list of nearly 14,000 doses.

Owyhee Health and Rehabilita-
tion director Melisssa Truesdell 
said Monday afternoon that vac-
cinations for staff and residents are 
expected to be available soon.

Southwest District Health re-
leased its weekly update Friday, put-
ting the daily incidence rate at 10.81 
daily cases per 10,000 people (down 
from 11.66 on Dec. 3) and a positiv-
ity rate of 30.92 percent (up from 
28.21 percent a week earlier).

The number of students and staff 
affected in schools serving Owyhee 
County has dropped, though.

According to Southwest District 
Health data from investigations be-
tween Nov. 29 and Dec. 5 (the last 
available information), confi rmed 
and probable cases included two 
staff members in the Homedale 

School District, one staff member 
and student in the Marsing district 
and one Melba student.

As of Friday, there were 74 school 
staff and students in a 14-day quar-
antine after close contact with a posi-
tive case. A dozen staff and students 
were in isolation of a minimum of 10 
days after testing positive.

During the Dec. 3 report moni-
toring events between Nov. 22 and 

Nov. 28, 63 students and staff were 
in quarantine and eight were in 
isolation.

The Southwest District Health 
COVID-19 call center is available 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Monday 
through Friday at (208) 455-5411.

Information can be found at 
https://phd3.idaho.gov/covid19 and 
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/ for 
statewide information.

Daily incidence falls, vaccine on way

Malheur COVID-19 cases:

2,605
New cases, Dec. 8 to Dec. 14: 51

Deaths: 45 (New: 0)
Source:

 govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19

Overall Owyhee County 
COVID-19 cases:

715
Dec. 8 to Dec. 14 statistics: 
New confi rmed cases, 22

Probable cases, 84 (New: 8)
Deaths: 18 (New: 5)

People who recovered: 469 (New: 38)
Health alert level: Red

Source: coronavirus.idaho.gov
and Southwest District Health

Gypsy Jackson 
library dives 
into Christmas

Christmas is, of course, on the minds of children 
visiting the Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library in 
the next week.

Homedale’s city library already is festive, but 
there will be more cheer, and probably cheering, 
beginning Thursday with the Teens & Tweens 
program.

At 5 p.m., boys and girls ages 10-17 are invited 
to participate in Christmas-themed “Minute to Win 
It” games. The youth also will make a snowman 
ornament for their trees at home and there will be a 
hot chocolate bar with cookies for refreshments.

If more than 10 youth show up for the event, 
there will be twin activities inside the library at 121 
W. Owyhee Ave., and the Homedale Community 
Foodstead next door at 125 W. Owyhee Ave.

Anticipation for the season will be high on 
Monday when the preschool Story Time crowd 
gathers to hear “Is It Christmas Yet?” and “Little 
Blue Truck’s Christmas.”

Story Time has sessions at 10:15 a.m., and 11:15 
a.m., inside the memorial library.

The children will make Christmas trees with 
paper plates, sing songs and play games.

The library is open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., on Thursday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., on Friday, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
on Saturday. It is closed Sundays.

Call (208) 337-4228 for more information on the 
library’s programs.
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Four Owyhee County orga-
nizations will benefi t from the 
latest round of Idaho Commu-
nity Foundation grants.

The ICF handed out grants 
to 71 community organizations 
after the foundation’s Southwest 
Regional Council divvied up 
more than $315,000 from the 
Forever Idaho Southwest Fund.

The $12,500 heading to 
Owyhee County will benefi t:

• Homedale Youth Club 
— The First Presbyterian 
Church-based group will 
receive $3,000 to provide 
meals and enrichment ac-
tivities for Pre-kindergarten 
through sixth-grade children. 
The youth club is held each 
Friday to give schoolchildren a 
place to learn and interact after 
the school district’s four-day 
week is over.

• Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library — Homedale’s city 
library will receive $2,500 to 
purchase Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) items, fund its summer 
reading program and provide 
new and updated materials.

• Eastern Owyhee County 
Library — The Grand View-
based public library will use 
$5,000 to pave its dirt parking 
lot and complete maintenance. 

• National Forest Foun-
dation — A $2,000 grant 
will provide fi rewood to heat 
the homes of elderly and/or 
mobility-limited members of 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes living 
on the Duck Valley Indian Res-
ervation in the south-central 
part of the county.

There are some changes to 
the Forever Idaho grant pro-

gram this year:
• Grantees can use funding 

for any charitable purpose, a 
type of grant-making known 
as community-driven philan-
thropy.

• The regional council, which 
reviews grant applications and 
recommends which organiza-
tions should receive grants, 
is focusing grant-making in 
ICF’s Areas of Impact — fam-
ily homelessness, mental and 
physical health, educational 
opportunities, and access to 
services. Grants in other areas 
will be considered. 

• The council is trying to fully 
fund grant applications. Of the 
71 grantees in this cycle, 65 
received full funding. The re-
gional council is comprised of 
local volunteers who live in the 
counties receiving funding. 

“We want our grantees to be 
successful, and we know that 
fully funding grant requests 
and providing them the fl ex-
ibility to use the grant for 
their greatest needs are two 
great ways to ensure that suc-
cess,” ICF’s vice president of 
philanthropy and impact Cara 
Nielsen said.

The Idaho Community 
Foundation has been empow-
ering local organizations for 
more than 30 years. For more 
information on the foundation, 
visit www.idahocf.org.

ICF grants help Owyhee 
libraries, youth, elderly

314 S. 6th Avenue, Caldwell
(208) 899-1988

OPEN 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Tuesday-Saturday
Appointments Available

NOWOPEN!

Homedale Youth Club gets 
boost for the school year

Families to get 
presents Saturday

The gift-giving deadline has 
come and gone, but Wish Tree 
organizers are confident of 
another joyful Christmas for 
Homedale families.

“The community has come 
together to help out, as our 
special little town always 
does,” Wish Tree committee 
member Diana Maxwell said.

“ I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d 
organizations in our community 
have sent in donations, and 
taken tags from the trees to fi ll 
to make sure these kids all have 
a Merry Christmas.”

This year, 131 children 
from 39 families within the 
Homedale School District are 
set to receive presents.

The last day for community 
members to fill tags was 
Tuesday. Committee members 
will hit stores this week to buy 
presents (something warm 
and something fun) for each 
child whose tags remain on 
the trees.

“We always do a complete 
inventory of the gifts several 
times to be sure that each child 
will be receiving a least two 
gifts,” Maxwell said.

Homedale first-responders 
from the fire department, 
ambulance service, and police 
department will distribute the 
gifts on Saturday.

The committee funds the 
last-minute gift drive through 
donations and the annual poker 
fundraiser, but this year’s event 
was shelved for public health 
concerns.

Instead, folks sent in checks. 
Donations can be sent to:

Homedale Community Wish 
Tree

3787 Hwy 95
Homedale, ID  83628
Tree locations this year 

included:
• Albertsons
• Homedale Post Offi ce
• Homedale Drug
• Idaho Pizza
• Moxie Java
• The Bowling Alley
• CTI Foods in Wilder

— JPB

Wish Tree committee 
praises community for 
another successful year
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√ Trustees: Jason Sevy now chairman
OREGON-IDAHO 
UTILITIES, INC.

Oregon-Idaho Utilities announces the availability of Lifeline telephone 
and broadband service for qualifying low income Oregon customers.   
Lifeline is a GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM that is non-trans-
ferable.  This program is limited to one discount per household, consist-
ing of either wireline, wireless, or broadband service.  Oregonians who 

-
tion in their monthly bill for local residential telephone service or up to a 

Proof of eligibility may be necessary for enrollment.

The eligibility criteria for Oregon Lifeline includes the following:

You may also qualify if your total income is at or below 135% of 
federal poverty guidelines.

Please contact the Oregon Public Utility Commission at 
1-800-848-4442 to request an application 

or visit www.rspf.org to apply online.

Senior menus
Homedale Senior Center

Congregate meals suspended
Curbside pickup after noon 

Phone ahead (208) 337-3020 to order
Dessert included in curbside lunch

Milk available each day
Roll available each day except Dec. 29

Call the center by Dec. 17 to order a Christmas dinner
Dec. 16: Tuna casserole, Brussels sprouts
Dec. 17: Country-fried steak, mashed potatoes with gravy, 

mixed vegetables
Dec. 22: Christmas ham, mashed potatoes with gravy, sweet 

potatoes, stuffi ng
Dec. 23-24: Closed for Christmas
Dec. 29: Chicken patty on bun, hash brown casserole, peas 

and carrots

Sandbar Community Room, Marsing
Noon inside Marsing City Hall

Milk available each day
Suggested donation: $4 (60 and over), $6 (59 and younger)
Dec. 16: Christmas meal: Ham with Cumberland sauce, 

scalloped potatoes, green bean casserole, dessert, whole wheat 
roll

Dec. 18: Rosemary salmon, wild rice, snap peas, coleslaw, 
wheat bread

Dec. 21: Sausage and rice skillet, broccoli, apples and berries, 
wheat bread

Dec. 23: Crunchy tuna casserole, winter vegetables, stewed 
tomatoes, wheat roll

Dec. 25: Closed for Christmas
Dec. 28: Chicken bacon ranch casserole, country trio 

vegetables, green salad, peach crisp, bread
Dec. 30: Beans and ham, potatoes, Brussels sprouts, juice, 

cornbread

Anyone who wants  to 
enjoy in the Homedale Senior 
Center’s annual Christmas 
dinner must call in an order by 
Thursday.

The ham dinner will be 
available for curbside pick-up 
starting at noon on Tuesday, 
which is also the only day 
meals will be available for the 

week.
The center will be closed 

next Wednesday and Dec. 24 
for the Christmas holiday.

Call (208) 337-3020 to place 
the order for the dinner, which 
will consist of ham, mashed 
potatoes with gravy, sweet 
potatoes, and stuffi ng. A dessert 
will be included, too.

Order Homedale Sr. Ctr. 
holiday dinner by Thursday

For information about ap-
plying, call the district offi ce at 
(208) 649-5411.

The positions will remain 
open until fi lled, and the board 
has 90 days to appoint some-
one living in those zones. If no 
one shows interest within the 
appropriate zones, the board 
can appoint at-large trustees 
from anywhere in the school 
district.

Until the positions are fi lled, 
the Board of Trustees still has 
the minimum number of mem-
bers (three) for a quorum.

The remaining members in-
clude Jason Sevy (Zone 1), 
Chad Showalter (Zone 2), and 
Deb Holzhey (Zone 4). Sevy 
has moved from vice-chair to 
chair with McIntyre’s exit, and 
the vice-chair position will re-
main vacant until the annual 
meeting next month.

The Idaho School Boards 

Association (ISBA) will con-
duct a training specifying the 
difference between governance 
and management of a school 
district on Tuesday, Jan. 12 for 
all candidates who have sub-
mitted documentation to the 
district offi ce.

Interviews with potential 
candidates will occur at 7 p.m., 
on Wednesday, Jan. 13 dur-
ing the school board’s regular 
monthly meeting.

If whomever is chosen wants 
to continue on the board beyon 
2021, they must run for re-
election in November.

According to the ISBA’s 
website, a school board mem-
ber’s most important job is to 
join in setting goals and estab-
lishing policy for the school 
system.

The site also lists qualifi ca-
tions of a good school board 
member, including:

• Have a broad background 
and knowledge — fi nance, 
student-employee-community 
relations, and curriculum — or 
be prepared to learn quickly.

• Be willing to provide to-
day’s education for today’s 
children

• Be tolerant and avoid prej-
udice

• Be able to defend the 
board’s philosophy and goals 
and withstand criticisms from 
people with opposing views.

A prospective member of 
any school board must be a 
citizen and resident of the zone 
they are to represent.

For additional information 
about eligibility and quali-
fi cations, visit www.idsba.
org/member-services/board-
development and click on the 
“So You Want To Be A School 
Board Member” hyperlink.

— TK

Man dies in Sunday morning fi re
A space heater is believed to be the cause of a Sunday morning fi re that killed 67-year-old 

Thomas Bradley Kramer, according to Homedale Police Chief Jeff Eidemiller. Volunteer 
fi refi ghters responded to the call of a motor home and shed on fi re near the rear of a property 
in the fi rst block of West Washington Avenue just before 8 a.m., on Sunday. The offi cial cause 
of the fi re won’t be known until the state fi re marshal completes the investigation. 

With the state remaining in 
Stage 2 of Gov. Brad Little’s 
COVID-19 Stay Healthy order, 
Three Creek School is taking 
advantage of social media.

The school’s Facebook page 
features the students’ recent 
Harvest Festival program and 
the interview of the newly 
hired teacher’s aide.

The school’s Christmas pro-
gram will be presented on Fa-
cebook because Stage 2 limits 
gatherings to 10 people.

Teacher Dena Pollock said 
that because the school only 
has three students this year, 
in-person, student-led parent-
teacher conferences are possi-

ble. The classroom has just fi ve 
people — the students, Pollock, 
and the teacher’s aide.

The online Christmas pro-
gram will include stories and 
facts from 10 countries around 
the world, and information 
about the Star of Bethlehem 
(or Christmas Star), which is 
actually Jupiter and Saturn in 
close proximity of one another. 
The Christmas Star is visible 
now, but viewing will peak on 
Monday just after sunset.

The school’s Christmas 
p rogram wi l l  beg in  on 
Facebook at  7  p.m. ,  on 
Monday. The internet location 
is https://www.facebook.com/

threecreekschool.
The program will feature the 

students’ favorite Christmas 
carols and a fundraiser auction 
conducted on Facebook.

With no Santa visit, the 
schoolchildren will share the 
spirit in a special way.

“Students are hoping to 
put together packages to be 
delivered to the mailboxes 
of those with children in our 
community,” Pollock wrote in 
her monthly newsletter. “These 
packages will include a Christ-
mas card and some goodies.”

The hope is to deliver the 
packages either Friday or 
Monday.

Three Creek takes Christmas online



Page 6A Wednesday, December 16, 2020

Stress is something that 
happens whenever we work 
livestock. Stressed animals 
are more 
likely to 
have health 
issues as 
well as re-
duced per-
formance. 
This can in-
clude poor 
i m m u n e 
response to 
vaccines, poor reproductive 
performance, and reduced 
weight gains. Additionally, 
sometimes even the human 
factor experiences stress. Ar-
ticles in the current issues of 
Bovine Veterinarian and Beef 
Magazine were focused on 
low-stress handling. Follow-
ing are some thoughts and 
tips to reduce stress to both 
animals and humans.

First on the list is your at-
titude. When sorting and han-
dling livestock make the con-
scious decision to stay calm 
and keep your cool. Several 
years ago, I conducted a pro-
gram at Snyder Livestock in 
Yerington, Nev. Feedlot co-
owner Lucy Snyder Rechel 
was adamant about how cattle 
were handled at her facility. If 
you were not willing to work 
cattle slowly and quietly, you 
were not welcome at their 
feedlot! The best way to work 
cattle quickly is to work them 
slowly. Learn to work on cow 
time.

When sorting cattle, make 
sure they know where to go 
and handle them quietly. It 
might be helpful to move 
animals from one pen to an-
other and then back before 
sorting to ensure that they 
know where to go. Be care-
ful to not overfi ll tubs and al-
leyways.

Animal-handling gurus 
Whit Hibbard and Dawn Hna-
tow have identifi ed eight key 
steps for successful squeeze 
chute work:

• Their fi rst recommenda-
tion is to minimize the noise. 
This includes loud conversa-
tion around the chute as well 
as hydraulic pump noise if 
you are fortunate enough to 
have a hydraulic chute.

• Next is to hold the caught 
animal until the next animal in 
line is ready to enter. Normal 
animal behavior is to follow 

the animal in front and this 
will help draw the next animal 
into the chute.

• Additionally, leave the 
headgate open enough for the 
animal to see it and commit.

• If animals are coming too 
fast, you can slow them down 
by closing the headgate slight-
ly or by slightly squeezing the 
animal. Too much speed in 
the chute can lead to shoulder 
bruises.

• When releasing an animal 
from the chute, open the head-
gate fi rst and then the sides. 
This will generally help the 
animal move forward and out 
rather than backing up.

• They also recommend 
holding an animal until it 
is calm. If released before 
calming, that behavior is re-
inforced and will more likely 
be repeated the next time the 
cow is worked.

• Tip No. 7 is related to No. 
2. Don’t release the animal in 
the chute until you have the at-
tention of the next one in line. 
Be sure that next cow is look-
ing forward to take advantage 
of drawing her in as the cow 
in the chute exits.

• Finally, use good stock-
manship techniques to facili-
tate moving livestock quietly. 
The late Bud Williams stated 
“The one thing that we’re re-
ally not doing in the industry 
is taking the stress off of the 
animals that we put on them 
when we work them.” I was 
fortunate recently to observe 
the crew from one of our 
Owyhee County ranches as 
they vaccinated and preg-
checked cows a few weeks 
ago. I joked that I was there 
as the offi cial Beef Quality 
Assurance (BQA) observer to 
see that they used proper tech-
niques. All joking aside, I was 
impressed with their quiet and 
effi cient manner as they pro-
cessed cows. As we better fo-
cus on reducing stress on ani-
mals, they will stay healthier 
and perform better.

— Scott Jensen is the Uni-
versity of Idaho Owyhee Coun-
ty Extension educator. He 
welcomes questions on live-
stock care. The U of I Owyhee 
County Extension office is 
located at 238 8th Ave. W., in 
Marsing and can be reached 
at (208) 896-4104. Contact at 
scottj@uidaho.edu.

Calm, quiet livestock 
handling crucial to  
develop quality beef

Scott Jensen

Calendar
Today 
Christian Life Club 
4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., non-denominational, 
kindergarteners through sixth-graders, First 
Presbyterian Church of Homedale, 320 N. 
6th St. W, Homedale. (208) 880-7070 or (208) 
337-3464 

Community Christmas dinner 
6 p.m., food and live music, Vision Community 
Church, 221 W. Main St., Marsing. (208) 
779-7926
 

Thursday 
Food bank drop off 
1 p.m., to 3 p.m., (weather permitting; holidays 
could change date), Jordan Valley Lions Hall, 
902 Bassett St. (U.S. Hwy. 95), Jordan Valley. 
(541) 889-9206 or (541) 586-2562 

Teens & Tweens 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library, 121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 
(208) 337-4228 

Friday 
Idaho Foodbank drop-off 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., First Presbyterian Church 
of Homedale, 320 N. 6th St. W, Homedale. 
(208) 473-9331 

The Landing teen support group 
6 p.m., Rising Light Farm Ministry, 5189 N. 
Old Bruneau Hwy., Marsing. (208) 807-0680 

Saturday 
Free lunch
11:30 a.m., Homedale First Presbyterian Church, 
320 N. 6th St. W., Homedale. (208) 473-9331
 

Sunday 
Christmas service
10:30 a.m., Vision Community Church, 221 

W. Main St., Marsing. (208) 779-7926

Monday 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Story Time 
10:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 

Tuesday 
Writing group 
9 a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th 
St. W., Homedale. 

Homedale Chamber luncheon 
Noon, The Bowling Alley, 18 N. 1st St. W., 
Homedale.

Thursday, Dec. 24
Candlelight Christmas service 
7 p.m., Homedale First Presbyterian Church, 
320 N. 6th St. W., Homedale. (208) 473-
9331

Candlelight Christmas service 
7 p.m., Homedale Friends Community Church, 
17434 Hwy. 95, Wilder. (208) 337-3464

Saturday, Dec. 26
Free lunch
11:30 a.m., Homedale First Presbyterian 
Church, 320 N. 6th St. W., Homedale. (208) 
473-9331

Monday, Dec. 28 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Story Time 
10:15 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale

Christmas break is on the 
horizon for Owyhee County 
schoolchildren and will run 
through the fi rst weekend of 
January. All students will hit 
the books again on Jan. 4.

All Homedale students 
will be released at 1:50 p.m., 
on Thursday, and Marsing 
children will begin their 
vacation at 1 p.m. Bruneau-
Grand View, Jordan Valley 
and Adrian students will start 
their break after a full day 
of classes Thursday. There 
is a remedial school day, if 
needed, on Friday in Adrian.

All county offi ces will be 
closed on Christmas and New 
Year’s Day.

Homedale City Hall will 
close at noon on Dec. 24 and 
will be closed on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.

The Marsing City Hall 
closes at 3 p.m. on Dec. 24 and 
will be closed on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.

The Grand View government 
offi ce will be shut down next 
Wednesday, Christmas Eve 
and Dec. 25. City Hall also be 
closed on New Year’s Day.

Jordan Valley and Adrian 
city offi ces will be closed on 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Day, too.

Bruneau Valley Library in 
Bruneau and Lizard Butte 
Library in Marsing will be 
closed on Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day.

Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library in Homedale will close 
Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, and New Year’s Day.

Because of COVID-19 
concerns, the Eastern Owyhee 
County Library in Grand View 
has closed until at least the 
next board of trustees meeting 
at 4 p.m., on Jan. 19.

Westowns Disposal Inc.’s 
won’t collect on Christmas 
Day or New Year’s Day.

Albertsons in Homedale 
will be closed on Christmas 
Day and will close at 6 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve. Sav-On 
Pharmacy inside Albertsons 
will be closed on Christmas 
and New Year’s Day.

Homedale Drug, and the 
liquor store inside, are closed 
on Christmas and New Year’s 
Day.

Logan’s Market in Marsing 
hasn’t set holiday hours yet.

The drive-up teller windows 
at US Bank in Marsing and 
Homedale will close at 1 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve and will 
be closed Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day.

The University of Idaho 
Owyhee County Extension 
Offi ce will be closed from 
Christmas Day through New 
Year’s Day.

The Owyhee Avalanche 
offi ce will be closed on 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Days, and will close at noon 
on Christmas Eve.

Classifi ed ad deadlines 
remain the same (noon on 
Monday) for the Dec. 30 and 
Jan. 6 editions. The display 
ad deadlines will be at 5 p.m. 
next Wednesday and noon on 
New Year’s Eve.

Letters to the editor and 
non-breaking news items 
must be received by noon next 
Wednesday and Dec. 30.

Legal notices deadline 
remains noon each Friday.

— TK

Holiday closures outlined
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School menus ObituaryDeath 
notices
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Monuments - Benches

Caskets
(Coppertone)

$79500
Standard size

Graveliners
(Required by cemeteries)

$39500
Standard size

Compare our prices when making arrangements.
You don’t need to spend thousands.
Proudly Made in America
Silver Diamond, LLC

208-454-2232
We can also provide the set-up for our caskets at

cemeteries where our graveliners have been approved.
$135.00 for local cemeteries within 20 miles from us.

$89500
(All Colors)

$39500
(Required by cemeteries)

Monuments - Benches - Urns

Our caskets are allowed in all funeral homes and cemeteries
Know your rights - Federal Trade Commission Funeral Rule

www.silverdiamondmonuments.com

+ Tax + Tax

Your One Stop 
Western Shop!

www.idahoscowboysupply.com

208-459-1571 415 N. 21st Ave. 
Caldwell, Idaho

COWBOY HATS CLEANED & SHAPED $10

We Carry Coats, Overshoes,
Coveralls, Great selection of Western 

Sport Jackets, Vests for Men & Women.
Horse Blankets & Cold Weather Gear  

for your horse too!

Cold Weather supplies

Gifts for the 
Cowboys & Cowgirls

on your list!

Clothing & More!

Idaho’s Cowboy Supply

Butch Brown
Butch Brown, 79, of Jordan 

Valley, Oregon passed away 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
in a Nampa, Idaho hospital 
with family by his side. 

Butch was born February 10, 
1941 in Klamath Falls, Oregon 
to Dale and Edith Brown. 

The fi rst years of his life were 
spent on the Bittner Ranch in 
Nevada, close to Cedarville, 
California where he started the 
fi rst grade. In 1948, his family 
moved to Rome, Oregon where 
he continued his schooling 
and graduated from the eighth 
grade. He then went on to 
graduate from Jordan Valley 
High School in 1959. 

In the mid ’60s, Butch did 
a tour of duty in Vietnam. He 
worked at various ranches in 
and around Jordan Valley. His 
dream was to be a cattleman 
and own his own place, and 
he always regretted not having 
had the opportunity to do so. 
He worked for a while trapping 
for the government. In 1969, he 
married Sharron Critcher and 
together they raised Tom and 
Jodi, who he dearly loved. 

He later went to work at 
the Delamar Mine in Idaho 
and continued working many 
years for Kinross. His last 
employment ,  before  his 
retirement in 2006, was with 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation as a highway 
maintenance specialist for the 
Jordan Valley district. 

In 1987, he and Linda 
Breyman Acarregui were 
mar r i ed .  They  en joyed 
spending time traveling in 
their RV, camping, fi shing, and 
spending time together with 
their friends and relatives. He 
often later commented that 

these were the happiest times 
of his life, doing what he really 
enjoyed. 

Butch was preceded in 
death by his mother, Edith 
Lovelady Brown and father, 
Dale E. Brown; sister, Danice 
Payne; daughter, Jodi Nelson; 
and granddaughter, Shannon 
Donnelly. He is survived by his 
wife, Linda Brown; son, Tom 
(Monica) Brown; sisters, Patty 
(Terry) Ackerman and Lois 
Murray; four grandchildren: 
Chane Nelson, Shelby Pugsley, 
Nicole Brown, and Gary 
Brown; one great-grandchild; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

A graveside service will be 
held in his honor on Saturday, 
December 19th at the Jordan 
Valley Cemetery, at 2:00 P.M. 
Anyone who wishes to attend 
is welcome and masks are 
encouraged. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations 
can be made to the Jordan 
Valley Lions Building Fund at 
P.O. Box 344, Jordan Valley, 
OR 97910 or the Jordan Valley 
Cemetery at P.O. Box 387, 
Jordan Valley, OR 97910.

Homedale Elementary 
Choice of milk and juice

Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily
Dec. 16: Breakfast: Chocolate chip muffi n Lunch: Baked 

ham, mashed potatoes with gravy, stuffi ng, hot roll, pumpkin 
pie

Dec.17: Breakfast: Bug bite grahams with yogurt Lunch: 
Chicken nuggets, steamed carrots

Dec. 21-31: No school

Homedale Middle
Choice of milk and juice, yogurt or string cheese

Cereal option and PB&J offered daily
Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily

Dec. 16: Breakfast: Cinnamon burst bread or cereal Lunch: 
Chicken patty, potato wedges or PB&J sandwich, string cheese, 
potato wedges

Dec.17: Breakfast: Apple breakfast bites or cereal Lunch: 
Crispito, corn or PB&J sandwich, string cheese, corn

Dec. 21-31: No school

Homedale High
Choice of milk and juice, yogurt, string cheese or hard-boiled 

egg 
Vegetable and Fruit choices will be offered daily

Cereal option, grab ‘n’ go items each day
Dec. 16: Breakfast: Homedale breakfast burrito Lunch: 

Spicy chicken patty sandwich, potato wedges or hamburger or 
cheeseburger, potato wedges

Dec.17: Breakfast: Donut or yogurt parfait or cereal Lunch: 
Chicken nuggets with mozzarella bites or pizza hot pocket

Dec. 21-31: No school

Marsing
Each meal includes choice of milk, fruit juice, 

fresh fruit & vegetables
Elementary School each day: Breakfast: Cereal option 
Middle/High School each day: PB&J sandwich option

Cold Grab-n-go line (variations of each daily): Wrap, sub 
sandwich, salad

Hot Grab-n-go line (daily): Cheeseburger, chicken sandwich 
(regular or spicy) 

Dec. 16: Breakfast: Whole-grain apple breakfast bites. 
Lunch: Holiday ham, holiday potatoes, hot roll, frosted whole-
grain sugar cookie

Dec. 17: Breakfast: Yogurt. Lunch: Assorted sandwiches, 
potato chips

Dec. 21-31: No school

Bruneau/Grand View
All meals: Milk and fruit offered daily 
Jr.-Sr. high school: Pizza offered daily

Dec. 16: Breakfast: Breakfast wrap Lunch: Orange chicken, 
oriental rice, stir-fry veggies

Dec.17: Breakfast: Cereal Lunch: Hamburger on a bun, tater 
tots, baby carrots, chocolate cake

Dec. 21-31: No school

LUIS BERNABE, 75, of 
Homedale, died Saturday, Dec. 
5, 2020 at a local care facility of 
natural causes. Arrangements: 
F lahi ff  Funera l  Chapel , 
Homedale. (208) 337-3252

M A R Y  Z E L L M E R 
LARSEN, 86, who once operated 
a dairy farm in Marsing with her 
husband, died on Thursday, Nov. 
26, 2020. Arrangements: Dakan 
Funeral Chapel, Caldwell. (208) 
459-3629

ORVILLE JOE “PAT” 
THOMPSON, 86, of Boise, 
a 1953 Marsing High School 
graduate, died Wednesday, 
Dec. 9, 2020. A private service 
with military honors will be 
held at the Idaho State Veterans 
Cemetery at a later date.

Marsing 
man dies 
in crash

Icy conditions are being 
blamed for a Sunday crash that 
killed a Marsing man.

Idaho State Police reports 
that 62-year-old Santiago 
Rodriguez Reyna received 
fatal injuries when he lost 
control of a 1995 Ford Ranger 
pickup on Idaho highway 19 
west of Caldwell.

ISP investigated the crash at 
mile marker 17 at 6:36 p.m.

According to ISP, Rodriguez 
R e y n a  w a s  t r a v e l i n g 
westbound on Idaho 19 when 
he lost control on the icy road 
surface and drove off the right 
shoulder. The pickup rolled 
into a drainage.

The man was transported 
by ambulance to West Valley 
Medical Center in Caldwell 
where he died. 
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(208) 337-1484

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

SALE PRICES VALID THROUGH DECEMBER 23, 2020

WINTER SUPPLIES
IN STOCK

STRAW & MORE!

KIDS’ DIRT BIKES
STOCKING
STUFFERS

RED RYDER BB GUN
WITH COUPON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
EXPIRES 12-23-20$10 OFF

10% 
OFF
POWER
TOOLS

WITH COUPON
EXPIRES 12-23-20

WINTER
HATS

& GLOVES
BUY 1, 

GET 1 FREE
WITH COUPON

EXPIRES 12-23-20

2 E Main St, Marsing, ID 83639
(208) 896-4182

Cafe & Lounge

DINE-IN & TAKE OUT!

-

Great West Engineers representative Andrew 
Kimmel presented several mitigation plans during 
Thursday’s Homedale City Council meeting:

Collection system rehab
$2.3 million

Under this plan, the city would replace about 
18,500 feet of sewer pipe throughout the city.

Kimmel said the idea is to replace all concrete pipe 
installed prior to 1967 when the system under Idaho 
Avenue was updated. The industry standard switched 
from concrete to PVC in 1972.

There is still concrete pipe in service under 
Homedale’s streets from the original sewer project in 
1947 and expansions in 1951, 1953 and 1967.

The extent of the project could hinge on results from 
a recent video survey of the city’s sewer system.

Likewise, the council must decide what to do 
with the pipe under Idaho Avenue because the Idaho 
Transportation Department plans a comprehensive 
rehabilitation of the Idaho highway 19 from 4th Street 
West to 4th Street East beginning next summer. ITD 
has asked that an infrastructure work be completed 
before the new roadway is in place.

The $2.3 million cost includes pipe and manholes, 
Kimmel said.

Aerated treatment lagoon
$17.6 million

This alternative would eliminate treatment cells 1 
and 2 and the facility sand fi lter.

The remaining 32-acre lagoon would be split in 
two, and sewage would be treated in preparation for 
land application.

There would be no discharge to the river, eliminating 
the need for a permit, but the city would have to buy 
about 112 acres of agricultural land to handle the land 
application of waste.

Kimmel said the city could buy the land from area 
farmers and then lease it back for them to continue 
their agricultural operations.

“I would not recommend looking at this one as an 
option,” Kimmel said.

Storage and land application
$10.5 million

This option would still incorporate land application, 
but would also utilize river discharge for part of the 
year.

The system would include one aerated cell to treat 
wastewater and a second cell to store the treated 
wastewater during the summer for land application.

Kimmel said wastewater would be stored in the 
summer because the government has a stricter limit 
on phosphorous discharge in the summer.

The city would discharge treated wastewater into 
the river during the winter months, but that would 
bring up the issue of ammonia discharge.

Complete mix lagoon
$8.2 million

One of the least expensive options would require 
something called an advanced lagoon system with 
high-powered aerators.

“There would be so much air going into the lagoon 
it would look like it’s boiling,” Kimmel said.

The banks of the treatment lagoons would have to 
be raised up to ensure a 15-foot depth, but the entire 
system could fi t inside the footprint of one of the 

existing ponds.
A rigid cover would span the entire lagoon, which 

Kimmel said would create a heavier operation-and-
maintenance situation.

Dirt collects on the covers, and that brings weeds 
that must be removed frequently without the use of 
herbicide, Kimmel said.

“You’ll have to pull weeds every other month or 
you’ll get root balls in the lagoon,” he said.

The new aerator system would be submerged 
(something called a “fi ne bubble system”), which 
would treat sewage better and reduce maintenance 
compared to the surface aerators now in place.

The complete mix system will treat for both 
ammonia and phosphorous.

This option would also eliminate the use of chlorine 
and the discharge issues that comes with it. Kimmel 
said a ultra-violet light disinfection system is used, 
providing a more stable treatment process.

Kimmel said the amount of chlorine used now 
would create 13 violations under the upcoming lower 
permitted levels.

Aerated lagoon with SAGR 
$8 million

This option would require raising Lagoons No. 1 
and 2 to accommodate a 10-foot depth of water. 

The system would also include a submerged 
attached growth reactor (SAGR), which would help 
ammonia removal year-round.

If ground water seepage tests call for a high-
density polyethylene (HDPE) liner, the cost would 
be $340,000.

Mechanical wastewater plant
$20 million

The mechanical wastewater plant pre-treats sewage 
to remove insoluble items before biological treatment 
begins.

Kimmel didn’t go into much detail on this option 
because of the price and the fact that the city would need 
a Class 4 wastewater operator to supervise the plant.

— JPB

Options in Homedale’s wastewater facility plan

New regulations lowering the amount of chlorine 
allowed to treat contaminants in wastewater is one 
reason Homedale is looking at upgrades. This building 
is where chlorine is monitored at the sewer lagoons.

A Homedale man has the 
option of community service or 
jail time after his misdemeanor 
conviction for driving under 
the infl uence.

Omar E. Aguilar Perez, 28, 
was sentenced on Dec. 2 in the 
Homedale courtroom of Magis-
trate Judge Shane Darrington.

Darrington ordered Aguilar 
Perez to serve fi ve days in jail 

or perform 40 hours of com-
munity service. The man is 
on supervised probation until 
Dec. 2, 2021 and must pay 
$505 in fi nes and $242.50 in 
court costs.

The balance of a six-month 
jail sentence (175 days) was 
suspended.

Homedale Police cited Agui-
lar Perez for DUI at 1:10 a.m., on 
Aug. 30 on South Main Street.

Aguilar Perez’s blood-al-
cohol concentration was .189 
percent, or more than twice the 
legal limit of .08. 

Homedale man 
sentenced for DUI

Find out
What’s happening 

Read Calendar each week
in the Avalanche
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Brighten up your smile 
for the holidays!

Owyhee Family Dental Center
Dr. Jeppe

208-337-4383
115 S. Main 
 Homedale* cannot be combined with any other discounts. 

www.owyheefamilydental.com

Se Habla Español

Cleaning, 
Exam & 
X-Rays*

(for uninsured patients, in absence of periodontal disease)

$82
Rob Aman, Agent

(208) 965-0968
(208) 459-0070

1117 Cleveland Blvd.

email: rob@idahoaffordable.com

We strive to offer Idaho’s most affordable, 
quality insurance. Click or call me for a 

free insurance review & price quote.

www.idahoaffordable.com

IDAHO INSURANCE, LLC.
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE INC.

LICENSED IN IDAHO & OREGON

to obtain money to help pay 
for the overhaul, including 
the Idaho DEQ, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development, the federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency,  and  the  Idaho 
Department of Commerce.

Kimmel said that public 
infrastructure projects are 
well-received by governmental 
entities, resulting in either 
matching grants or low-interest 
loans. In some cases, there is a 
loan forgiveness aspect as well.

Kimmel laid out the problems 
with the current lagoons and 
the remedies during an open-
air meeting that doubled as 
a tour of the sewer treatment 
facility along the Snake River 
on Thursday afternoon.

The tour and discussion of 
the issues and options were 
the only items on the agenda 
besides the routine paying of 
bills.

Next, the council will work 
on the preferred option so 
Great West can begin filing 
grant applications as early as 
next month.

The work could take place 
in 2022.

One of the most pressing 
problems at the lagoons seems 
to be the influx of foreign 
material that either won’t break 
down or damages the treatment 
cells.

In Lagoon No. 1, for example, 
Kimmel pointed out a degraded 
clump of bleached material on 
top of one of the aerators. He 
said the ashen material was 
actually a conglomeration 
of what’s left after supposed 

“fl ushable” wipes, disposable 
diapers and shop rags are 
fl ushed into the city’s sewer 
system. 

The wipes, diapers and rags 
don’t break down. They can 
damage the 40hp pumps in the 
lift station, and if they make it 
into the delivery system, the 
items reach the lagoon and can 
choke and possibly damage an 
aerator.

The aerators are used to 
pump oxygen into the lagoons 
to help with breaking down 
solids and other elements of 
the sewage. The city has had to 
replace them in the past.

Kimmel pointed out that 
Lagoon No. 1 also has a “dead 
spot” where sewage no longer 
gets treated. The engineer said 
it is a sign that the lagoon itself 
is failing.

He said one thing that can 
cause the death of a lagoon 
is the infi ltration of illicit or 
prescription drugs, especially 
methamphetamine, that may 
be fl ushed down toilets.

“One bottle fl ushed from one 
toilet can kill a cell,” he said.

Another culprit that can kill 

a lagoon is sludge build-up. 
Kimmel said lagoons should 
have no more than two inches 
of sludge, and maintenance 
is required to keep that limit 
in check. The Homedale 
lagoons apparently haven’t 
been cleaned since being put 
into service 35 years ago.

Because Lagoon No. 1 is 
dying, the city now has to rely 
on Lagoon No. 2 for treatment, 
and Kimmel said that cell “is 
struggling” to keep up.

The new permit allowing the 
city to continue discharging 
treated wastewater into the 
Snake River should be in place 
by September. The new permit 
has tougher standards to meet 
as oversight has shifted from 
the EPA to the state DEQ.

The city will have to adhere to 
discharge limits for ammonia, 
phosphorous and chlorine in 
its treated wastewater. Kimmel 
said it’s impossible to treat 
ammonia during the winter.

Kimmel  sa id  the  EPA 
is discouraging the use of 
chemicals to treat E. coli 
in wastewater, so allowed 
chlorine limits are being cut 

in half.
“The new permit will be a lot 

stricter with the change from 
federal to DEQ,” Mayor Gheen 
Christoffersen told the council 
members standing on a bank 
near a treatment lagoon.

“If we don’t do something 
now, we’ll get behind.”

The city will avoid discharge 
penalties because it is in 
the second year of a five-
year compliance agreement 
schedule .  The  schedule 
requires a wastewater facility 
plan and then mitigation of any 
issues uncovered. Homedale 
has until 2024 to complete its 
compliance projects.

The mitigation alternatives 
are costly no matter which way 
you slice it.

Kimmel pointed out that each 
option he shared Thursday had 
a conservative price tag to 
hedge against construction cost 
inflation because the actual 
work won’t occur until summer 
of 2022. An infl ation fi gure of 
three percent was added to 
each project, he said.

Each alternative includes 
the option of a high-effi ciency 

s c r e e n ,  w h i c h  c a n  c o s t 
between $110,000 to $500,000 
depending on the quality and 
includes a building to house it 
at the headworks (initial point 
of treatment) to fi lter out those 
items that do not break down, 
such as “flushable” wipes, 
disposal diapers and shop rags. 

Kimmel said if the city ranks 
high for grants or low-interest 
loans, that will help lessen 
the load on Homedale sewer 
customers. 

Rates usually go up when 
big projects like this are 
undertaken. In Cascade, for 
example, an $8 million project 
saw customers paying $27 per 
month more for their service 
than before the construction.

“My biggest concern is you 
have a lot of folks in town on 
fi xed incomes,” Councilman 
Steve Atkins said. “We’re 
going to catch a lot of fl ak for 
(higher rates), but it has to be 
done.”

Homedale users probably 
won’t see as big of a rate 
increase as Council, relatively 
speaking, because there are 
more connections in town to 
spread the impact out.

Kimmel said the price tags 
for the Homedale options were 
based on handling sewage 
fl ow increases that will rise 
with growth over the next four 
decades.

He said the collection system 
can handle the growth, including 
the possibility of three new 
subdivisions that are apparently 
in the planning stages. 

— JPB

From page 1A
√ Lagoons: Homedale’s history with grants could bode well for funding

Great West Engineering City of Homedale liaison Andrew Kimmel (third from left) fl ips through 
the wastewater master plan as city offi cials follow along during Thursday’s tour.
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Together we’ll discover Biblical principles on how 
to spend wisely, save when it seems impossible, 
track your income and expenses, identify your 
talents, avoid impulse spending and much more!

There is
 Hope!

Call 
Today!

108 West Owyhee Ave., Homedale, ID 83628 • 208-337-3168

 5-Star Care Facility
MMMAAAASSSSTTTEEERRRSSSS IIINNN TTTHHHEEE AARRTT OOF CARING

Recipient of the 
L. Jean Schoonover 

Excellence in 
Caring Award 

19 years in a row

• Short-Term Rehabilitation
• Long-Term Care
•  Physical, Occupational, 

and Speech Therapy

Seventh-grader 
wins Post 3001 

Patriot’s Pen

Members of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Little Wood 
River Post and Auxiliary 3001 
visited Three Creek School on 
Dec. 8 to present a Patriot’s 
Pen award.

S e v e n t h - g r a d e r  B e l l e 
Brackett won the post’s essay 
contest and received a certifi cate 
of merit, a commemorative 
coin, and a $100 check.

On Nov. 22, her entry in the 
annual civics essay contest 
placed fifth in the Dist. 6 
competition.

Belle is the 12-year-old 
daughter of Gus and Kimberly 
Brackett.

D u r i n g  l a s t  w e e k ’s 
presentation, Belle also read 
her essay, which was written to 
the 2020-21 theme of “What is 
Patriotism to Me?”

Little Wood River Post 3001 
is based in Jerome.

On hand for the presentation 
were Post 3001 and Dist. 
6 Cmdr. Eric Bolich, Post 
3001 Quartermaster Gilbert 
Belasquez, Post 3001 Service 
Offi cer Lloyd Young, Auxiliary 
3001 President Amanda Bolich 
and Auxiliary member Diana 
Belasquez.

“Belle will be eligible to 
participate in this program 
again next year and she 
sounded interested in doing 
so,” Bolich said.

— JPB

Patriotism to Me
by Belle Brackett

There are many different opinions on the 
defi nition of “patriotism.” Any dictionary will say 
patriotism is “love or devotion to one’s country.” 
Some believe patriotism is bad. I believe that 
patriotism is devotion to one’s country or an 
aspect of a nation (somebody may love a country’s 
scenery and nothing else). Patriotism is wanting to 
both celebrate the country and make it stronger. As 
John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your 
country can do for you but what you can do for 
your country.”

Patriotism can be helpful and not destructive if 
put in the right way. Even the simplest acts can 
be patriotic, like respecting veterans or waving a 
fl ag. Patriots like nurses, soldiers, and offi cers help 
their country. During the Battle of Baltimore, men 
held up the symbolic fl ag and got killed so that the 
fl ag would not fall. During World War I and World 
War II, people on different sides worked together 
toward a common goal. Soldiers fought, nurses 
saved as many people as possible, women kept the 
economy going, even children helped by collecting 
supplies. When 9/11 struck, fi refi ghters, police 
offi cers and nurses rushed to save people. Ordinary 
people overtook terrorists on Flight 93 for the 
love of their country. The Pledge of Allegiance 
states “for which it stands, one nation, under God, 
indivisible” meaning never divided, always united 
with one thing in common: patriotism.

People like Deborah Sampson, a woman who 
was so devoted to what she believed that she 
disguised herself as a man and fought in the 
American Revolution; Abraham Lincoln, who 
preserved this country in times of confl ict within 
America; Martin Luther King Jr., who faced 
prejudice and assassination to fi ght for what he 
believed, are patriots.

In short, patriotism can unite or divide. It can 
give purpose to some but mean nothing to others. 
It can be good or bad, destructive or helpful. It is 
often in the form of faith, hope or just plain loyalty. 
Patriotism is a way of thinking, a way of acting, 
and for some, a lifestyle. I believe it is helpful and 
can unite many different people towards one cause, 
one purpose. Our purpose.

VFW honors Three Creek essayist

Above: Three Creek seventh-grader Belle Brackett accepts her Patriot Pen certifi cate and coin 
from Veterans of Foreign Wars members, including, from left, Dist. 6 and Little Wood River Post 
1003 Cmdr. Eric Bolich, and Little Wood River Post 1003 members Lloyd Young and Gilbert 
Belasquez. Below: Belle reads her essay. Submitted photos
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FREE BATTERY, 
ALTERNATOR 

& STARTER TESTS

FREE
BATTERY

CHARGING

IN STOCK: HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS

WELDING GASSES & SUPPLIES

Owyhee Auto Supply
LOCALLY OWNED 

Courthouse report
A list of felony and misdemeanor dispositions recently 

completed at courtrooms in Murphy and Homedale. Infractions 
are not included:

Dec. 8
Ruperto Gracia Perez, Boise — Misdemeanor fail to obtain 

commercial, noncommercial or farm vehicle annual registration 
and misdemeanor motor carrier violation, operating without a 
trip permit (plea deal): $422.50 in fi nes, $315 in court costs. 
Dismissed by prosecuting attorney: Misdemeanor special fuel 
permit violation

Dec. 7
Joe R. Buckendahl, Omaha, Neb. — Misdemeanor 

commercial freight violation, improper securement of intermodal 
containers: $43.50 in fi nes, $157.50 in court costs

Dec. 2
Evan D. Adcock, Nampa — Misdemeanor controlled 

substance possession: $300 in fi nes, $197.50 in court costs
Omar E. Aguilar Perez, Homedale — Misdemeanor driving 

under the infl uence: 180 days in jail (5 days to serve, or 40 hours 
community service; 175 days suspended), 1 year supervised 
probation, $505 in fi nes, $242.50 in court costs

Calvin Douglas Black, Homedale — Misdemeanor petit 
theft: 30 days in jail (11 days served, 19 days to serve), $342.50 
in fi nes, $307.50 in court costs. Note: Sentence concurrent with 
previous petit theft conviction

Jeremy Ray Madrid, Marsing — Misdemeanor inattentive 
or careless driving, drug paraphernalia possession, failure to 
appear citation: 15 days in jail (12 days served, 3 days to serve), 
$142.50 in fi nes, $307.50 in court costs

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 20 

10 AM
co

untry christmas Cantata

Come Celebrate this Wonderful Time of Year 
and the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!

AT THE TANGO 
 HOMEDALE, ID

CHURCH IN THE DIRT

an
d Children's christmas program

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
THAT NIGHT TOO!

The monthly food bank drop-
off in Jordan Valley happens 
Thursday.

Local coordinator Bobbi 
Stoddart said the monthly 
commodities availability is 
early because of Christmas.

The commodity drop-off 
will take place from 1 p.m. to 

3 p.m., at the Jordan Valley 
Lions Hall, 902 Bassett St., 
which is U.S. Highway 95.

The drop-off should return 
to its usual fourth Thursday of 
the month in January, weather 
permitting.

For more information, call 
Stoddart at (541) 586-2562 or the 

Oregon Food Bank’s Southeast 
Services location in Ontario, 
Ore., at (541) 889-9206. 

According to the Southeast 
Services website, the Adrian 
Community Food Pantry is 
open from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
each Thursday at the high 
school, 207 Owyhee St.

JV food bank day moved up a week
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ENHANCE YOUR PROFITABILITY. 
Improve your yields, water use and overall productivity with the Trimble® FieldLevel™ II system from Vantage-Northwest. 

This system streamlines land forming projects and ensures optimal water management using 3D topography data to 

analyze the shape of your land to determine prime layouts, no matter the requirements. Once you’re in the tractor, you’ll 

have all the data you need to automatically run the scraper.

GET THE FIELDLEVEL II SYSTEM.

FIELDLEVEL II SYSTEM

WWW.VANTAGE-NORTHWEST.COM  •  877-530-8333

300 Agri-Service Way  •  Kimberly, ID

2020© Trimble Navigation Limited. All rights reserved. Trimble, the Globe and Triangle logo are registered trademarks of Trimble Navigation Limited or its subsidiaries, registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office. FieldLevel and MagGrow are trademarks 
of Trimble Navigation Limited or its subsidiaries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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PRIME PLUMBING
FOR ALL OF YOUR PLUMBING 

SERVICE NEEDS!

$4000 Coupon!
Please Show Your Plumber 
Upon Service Date and Your 

Discount Will Be Applied.
(This Offer Is Not To Be Added With 

Any Additional Coupons/ Sales.)

SEPTIC

SERVICE
-

WATER FILTRATION & 
SOFTENING SPECIALISTS

A former Homedale resident 
has published the second book 
in a series bringing a mother’s 
memories to life.

Rebecca Emery’s “Katie 
Young Lady: Living Every 
Moment,” and its predecessor 
“Katie Girl: A Sweet Family 
Novel” are available on 
Amazon.com.

Emery said the books are 
inspired by the life of her 
mother, Katherine Amanda 
Thomas Young.

The 2018 release “Katie 
Young Lady,” is set in the 1930s 
during the Great Depression 
when Katie was a child.

The new release is set 
during World War II during 
the 1940s and presents Katie 
as a teenager.

The second book introduces 
readers to Katie’s experience 
as a teenage girl living in 
a small Nevada town and 
trying to deal with a changing 
world. The book also analyzes 
how that changing world is 
impacting her, forcing her to 
mature quickly to cope with 
life in a world at war.

A l t h o u g h ,  K a t i e  i s 
surrounded by a loving family, 
the high-schooler worries 
about the men she cares about 
leaving constantly to serve in 
the war, and she wonders if she 
can trust the future and get past 
her fear.

An Idaho native, Emery says 
she plans one more book in 
the series.

“We grew up hearing her 

precious stories and reliving 
family traditions,” Emery 
said in 2018, referring to her 
mother’s infl uence.

“It seemed natural to make 
these into a novel.”

The wife of former Owyhee 
County Prosecuting Attorney 
Douglas D. Emery now lives 
in Twin Falls, but she holds on 
to her roots, which includes an 
ancestor who had a knack for 
writing.

Emery’s great-grandmother 
Irene King was a reporter for 
The Owyhee Avalanche for a 
couple years in the 1920s when 
she and her husband, Alva 
Read, owned a sheep ranch in 
Oreana.

— JPB

Woman with Owyhee ties publishes second book
“Katie Young Lady” follows author’s mother in high school

Right: Author Rebecca Emery shows off the second book in her “Katie” series. Submitted photo

The county opted to trans-
fer the title of a Ford F-350 
to Murphy-Reynolds-Wilson 
Fire District because the emer-
gency response agency has 
primary use of the vehicle.

The county had retained 
ownership of the vehicle after 
its purchase from Meridian 
Ford in 2008. The purchase 
price for the pickup and medi-
cal response equipment was 
$29,839.

The truck was used wholly 

by Central Owyhee Quick 
Response Unit, which was 
subsequently absorbed into 
MRW, for use with medical 
response, including hazard-
ous materials exposure. This 
service was not previously ac-
cessible within a reasonable 
distance.

The transfer of the title 
means that MRW is now re-
sponsible for maintaining and 
licensing the Quick Response 
Unit vehicle.

County makes new hires
The Owyhee County Clerk’s 

Offi ce has a new face.
Audra Yoshikane was 

hired as the new elections 
clerk/administrative assistant 
effective Dec. 7.

She was hired as a full-time 
employee at $14.25 per hour.

Yoshikane will succeed 
deputy clerk Brook Russell, 
whose last day on the job is 
Friday. Russell has worked for 
the county for seven years.

Chelsey Gabica will begin 
her duties as a roll clerk in 
the county assessor’s offi ce 
on Jan. 4. She will begin at 
$13.30 per hour.

OCSO upgrades tech
Owyhee County has entered 

into a contract with Data-
Works Plus to create and ser-
vice a pair of workstations in 
the sheriff’s offi ce.

The Board of County Com-
missioners approved a one-
year contract for which the 
county will pay $5,614.50. 
The contract includes all 
hardware, software, and sup-
port and will run from Jan. 15, 
2021 to Jan. 14, 2022.

DataWorks Plus, LLC will 

provide a Dell Precision T3620 
Workstation, LCD signature 
pad, printer, and a cross-match 
LSCAN for fi ngerprinting. 

The workstation, located in 
the sheriff’s offi ce lobby area, 
handles work for concealed 
weapon permits, sex offender 
registry, and more. 

DataWorks also will provide 
a Dell Precision 3431 Work-
station to be used for booking 
inmates into the county jail.

Support from DataWorks 
includes:

• 24 hours-a-day, seven 
days-a-week telephone sup-
port

• Remote software updates
• Remote dial-in access

— TK

MRW Fire takes ownership of county rig it has used
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TRICIA A. “TRISH” PASCOE
Client Relationship Consultant

tricia.pascoe@raymondjames.com  

We are pleased to announce that  
Tricia Pascoe has joined

Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 
20-BR3JQ-0085 TA 11/20

Miles Family Wealth Advisory of  Raymond James
1109 W. Main Street, Suite 600  //  Boise, ID 83702

C 208.863.0115  //  T 208.908.6142  //  TF 844.545.2261
F 844.206.7655  //  raymondjames.com/milesfamilywealthadvisory

 
The Homedale Community Foodstead is OPEN.  

     What's a foodstead? This is a community gathering place where anything is possible:  
  You can rent a meeting room for up to 70 people  
  Rent the commercial kitchen to prepare foods that need to be    

 prepared in a commercial kitchen setting to sell to the public.   
     Buy fresh, local foods on line from your local farmers.   
   We have meat, dairy, seasonal produce, baked goods, local artisans and more.  

       Use this coupon code and receive 20% off your first order  
           NOVSALE through November 30, 2020 

        GIFT CARDS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

                     SHOP LOCAL FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY DINNERS AND GIFTS 
                             Check out our website   www.homedalefoodstead.com  

   
   We are located in the old Homedale Public Library: 125 W. Owyhee Avenue   Homedale, ID    

Open for pick up and deliveries only!  

At 29, “Luis” is comfortable 
in his job, his life, his fi nances, 
and his future.

But it wasn’t always that 
way for the lifelong Homedale 
resident.

Growing up in a family led 
by hard-working parents with 
grade-school educations, Luis 
never got the in-home training 
on how to handle money and 
break the cycle of paycheck-
to-paycheck living.

Even after becoming the 
fi rst person from his family to 
graduate college and moving 
on to get a good-paying job, 
he found himself wondering 
where his money was going.

“I wasn’t in a hole, but I 
wasn’t making any progress 
to better myself fi nancially,” 
he said. “I was repeating that 
process.”

The cycle was frustrating.
“I was living on ‘x’ amounts 

of dollars prior to getting out of 
college,” he said. “Then I get a 
job and I’m making money, but 
I’m still not saving anything. 
I’m spending more and I’m 
making more.

“My whole life I’m living on 
‘x’ and now I get ‘y’ and it’s 
still not enough.”

Luis said he lacked the ma-
turity to know how to get 
ahead with money, but that was 
osmosis. Both his parents had 
been working since they were 
children after their fathers 
died, and that’s all Luis knew.

“I had to work from a young 
age, too,” he said. “I didn’t do 
school activities because I had 
to work.”

But work meant taking quick 
lunches and eating pre-pack-

aged meals from local stores 
instead of cooking at home. 
There wasn’t time.

“(Paul’s Market) took care of 
me for a long time,” he said of 
his steady diet of food from the 
Homedale grocery’s deli. “I’d 
stop by there for breakfast and 
lunch and then (after work).

“I never thought how (buy-
ing) all those things could have 
fed a family.”

About two years ago, though, 
Luis decided to break the cycle 
and listened to a co-worker 
about the Salt & Light fi nan-
cial course, which was be-
ing presented at a church in 
Caldwell.

That same program will be 
available each Tuesday from 
Jan. 5 to March 30 inside 
the Homedale Community 
Foodstead building at 125 W. 
Owyhee Ave.

Organizer Anthony Hess 
said the course costs $20, but 
arrangements can be made if 

an individual can’t afford that. 
Call him at (208) 559-1651 
or facilitators Scott Quigley 
at (208) 761-5910 or Jeremy 
Alspaugh at (208) 337-1555.

The program utilizes Bibli-
cal principles to help people 
help themselves on the road 
to learning management skills, 
how to manage money and 
even starting small business-
es.

Group participation is en-
couraged when using a work-
book and holding discussions. 
According to program lit-
erature the end goal is to show 
people they are capable of sav-
ing money and making wise 
decisions.

“In the course of a month, 
they have you keep every 
receipt and keep track of food 
and fuel and bills,” Luis said.

Luis says he’ll probably go 
through the course again to 
help folks, and he knows how 
difficult retraining yourself 

is. Several family members 
dropped out of the program 
when he brought them.

“Midway through the course, 
it clicked,” he said.

After his epiphany, Luis 
settled in, but his past habits 
still nagged him.

“I remember being mad at 
myself for the next year,” he 
said. “I worked like a dog, and 
I had nothing to show for it.”

Now, the diesel mechanic at 
a Homedale implement deal-
ership has no debt, and he’s 
working on building a house 
and a shop on four acres that 
he bought with cash. He cash-
flowed the septic and well 
system, too.

“I’m aware of what I’m do-
ing,” he said. “I budgeted the 
fi rst year.

“I’m living the same, but 
now I feel like I have more 
stuff.”

— JPB

Homedale man breaks fi nancial cycle with Salt & Light
Bible-based money matter class 

starts in January

Marsing High School cheer 
has formulated a creative plan 
to help fund the team’s com-
petition season, which can get 
quite spendy.

The squad has teamed with 
Costco to print picture cutouts 
of the school’s athletes and 
sell them to fans and family as 
a fundraiser. The cheerleaders 
will hang the cutouts in the 
gymnasium bleachers before 
games and remove them af-
terward.

The 12-inch-by-18-inch 
head costs $10, 16x20 costs 
$15, and 20x30 is $20. For an 
additional $5, fans can have 
a message posted next to the 
head.

Fans have not been allowed 
inside the gym to support the 
players and neither have the 
cheerleaders and band. And 
the COVID-19 restrictions 
have hampered the cheer 
squad in other ways.

“We have not been able 
to do our big money-maker 
fundraisers like cheer camps 

for elementary students,” 
cheer coach Alicia Ponce said. 
“We have had to run a pretty 
lean season when it comes to 
cost.”

Competitions cost the team 
approximately $250 per entry, 
and the price tag of the music 
for rourtines is similar, Ponce 
said.

“Basically, the cost is high, 
we are tight on funds, and we 
only have competition season 
at this point,” the coach said.

There is no deadline to or-
der the cutouts. The plan is to 
print on Mondays and Thurs-
days, after payment and photo 
is received.

Cheer uniforms were or-
dered in October, markedly 
later than normal, Ponce said.

Competition season be-
gins in mid-January with the 
Upper Valley Classic Dance 
and Cheer at Madison High 
School in Rexburg.

State qualifying competi-
tion is in late February, and 
the Idaho State Cheer Cham-

pionships are on March 19 
at the Ford Idaho Center in 

Nampa.
For more information, con-

tact Ponce at (208) 649-5411, 
ext. 297.                       — TK 

Marsing cheerleaders look for help with program costs
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Looking back...
from the fi les of The Owyhee Avalanche and Owyhee Chronicle

50 years ago25 years ago 145 years ago

December 20, 1995

Christmas generosity
SSI employees Ed Leavitt and Diana Maxwell 

unloaded a total of 67 turkeys from the SSI truck 
Monday. Sorority members Norma Pegram and Judy 
Tolmie, along with several other Beta Sigma Phi 
women passed out the festive fowl with the Wishing 
Tree toys. SSI donates a substantial contribution every 
year to the community’s underprivileged families. 
Last year, the meat packing plant donated $500.

Ecosystem mgmt. to be implemented in Owyhee
The Owyhee County Land Use Planning 

Committee voted last week to oppose a Bureau of 
Land Management decision to amend Resource 
Management Plans in Owyhee County and across 
the state to include ecosystem management principles 
and new standards and guidelines.

The group said ecosystem principles and standards 
and guidelines are unneeded, and the process was not 
begun in accordance with a law that requires the BLM 
to “consult, cooperate, and coordinate” planning 
efforts with the county.

The Owyhee RMP has been in the process of revision 
for the past four years, during which time the Land 
Use Committee has been very involved in the planning 
process, even creating a separate alternative to be 
considered for adoption. Just when the Owyhee RMP was 
nearing completion and publication for public comment, 
the BLM decided to do a huge state-wide revision 
of 24 RMPs to implement “ecosystem management 
principles” and new standards and guidelines.

A motion was passed by the committee last week 
to protest the proposal to the BLM and Idaho’s 
Congressional delegation on the grounds that the 
county received no notice of the decisions except 
in the Federal Register, and only a short comment 
period was provided.

“We don’t have a full-time person to read that 
thing,” Land Use Committee member Chad Gibson 
said about the Federal Register, and he added that 
it was lucky that a friend had brought it to the 
committee’s attention or the county would not have 
known at all.

Superintendent submits resignation
The Homedale School Board “reluctantly” 

accepted the resignation of Homedale School Distrit 
superintendent Richard Peters during the school board 
meeting executive session last Monday.

Peters will offi cially retire July 1, 1996, at the end 
of the fi scal year.

Last year, Peters signed a two-year contract with 
the district, but he has decided to retire in 1996 rather 
than execute the full term of the contract.

July 1 will mark Peters’ fourth year as Homedale 
School District superintendent and 23rd year working 
as a school superintendent in Idaho.

December 18, 1875

At the organization of the House of Representatives 
sixty-one of the Southern members were unable to 
take the “iron-clad oath” which had been subscribed 
by all the Northern members, and were necessarily 
compelled to take the “modifi ed” oath specially 
accorded them by the generous, legislation of these 
same Northern Representatives.  These sixty-one 
iron-clad statesmen all voted for Kerr as Speaker 
against James G. Blaine.  Tempora mutantur, e; nos 
mutamur in illis-with a vengeance!

SILVER CITY, I.T., Dec 18, 1875
To Frank Moorhead, Bedrock Democrat, Sheriff 

Boyd, J. W. Virtue, and the good people of Baker 
City in general:

Silver City returns greetings and congratulations 
to her sister, Baker City, on this auspicious occasion, 
the completion of the electric telegraph which 
places you in direct communication with the great 
whispering gallery of the world, by which events 
are syllabled in all latitudes at the same moment.  
Some fi fty years ago a poet wished that “words 
were lightning”-and lo! They are.  Franklin was the 
fi rst who successfully tackled the electric fl uid, but 
it was dumb till Morse took the speechless slave in 
hand and made it voluble.  It now speaks all modern 
languages with perfect fl uency.  The subject affords a 
fi ne fi eld for illustration, but as it is somewhat erratic 
and slippery, we shall not pursue it further to-day.  
Here is our sentiment:  Electric Chirography-the best 
running hand for the dispatch of business.  May the 
advent of the lightning among you provide the dawn 
of a brighter era to your beautiful city and the lovely 
valleys around it.  

[Signed:]  W. H. POPE, Supt. N. & N. T. Co., W. J. 
HILL, Editor Avalanche, E. G. THOMAS, Manager 
N. & N. T. Co.

UNION, Oregon, Dec. 18th, 1875.
To W. H. Pope, Supt. N. & N. T. Co., W. J. Hill, 

Editor Avalanche, and E. G. Thomas, Manager N. 
& N. T. Co., Silver City:

The telegraph awoke to life in our town about 
10:30 A.M., on Wednesday, December 15th, Walla 
Walla greeting us with the fi rst “good morning,” 
and the next day we exchanged good evening with 
Baker City.  Our citizens are inexpressibly glad 
that we are now joined to the rest of the world by 
this mysterious tie, and that Grand Ronde Valley 
although “away up in Oregon” is in speaking 
distance with the whole civilized world.  We have 
only one more wish and that is, may the railroad 
soon follow the telegraph.

[Signed:]  F. GLOVER, Operator, SAMUEL 
HANNAH and others.
SILVER CITY, I.T., Dec. 18th, 1875

To F. Glover, operator, Samuel Hannah, merchant, 
and others at Union Oregon:

Silver City sends greeting and extends the right 
hand of fellowship to her neighbor, Union, on the 
completion of the electric telegraph, and hopes it 
will soon be followed by the railroad which we all 
so much desire.  We are not surprised that it is away 
up in the nineties with joy.  Instead of striking you 
dumb, may the lightning awaken you to a new life 
of enterprise and business, and render you happy and 
contented forever.  Amen.

W. H. POPE, Supt. N. & N. T. Co., W. J. HILL, 
Editor Avalanche, E. G. THOMAS, Manager N. & 
N. T. Co.

December 17, 1970

FRESHMAN CLASS OFFICERS at Homedale High 
School, from left, front row, Cheryl Lootens, president; 
Les Auker, vice president; Mike Blessing, secretary; 
Mackie Tolmie, treasurer and Martha Wood, seargent 
at arms; back row, Doug Takasugi and Steve George, 
student council representatives. Photo by Bette Uda.

Santa Claus to visit Homedale Saturday
Santa Claus will arrive in Homedale Saturday at 

1:30 o’clock on the fi re truck and distribute treats to 
the children at the intersection of Main Street and 
Idaho Avenue, according to Harold Tolmie, president 
of the Homedale Chamber of Commerce.

Homedale merchants are also hoping to have Santa 
visit individual stores during the fi rst part of next 
week prior to Christmas, Tolmie said.

Christmas lights brightened downtown Homedale 
streets beginning last week end.

The city Christmas tree was secured from the 
Owyhee mountains Friday by a group of volunteers, 
including City Supt. Warren Stimmel, Kenny 
Downing, Weiser, Larry Stansell, Rich Roland and 
Tony Tolsma.

Roland, and Glen Burman helped erect the tree 
and Vernon Sandy assisted in lighting.  Paul Simon 
and Bob Logan of the city crew also assisted Warren 
Stimmel in the project.

School board accepts bid for 15 bus tires
 A bid by Texaco Service to supply 15 new 

Firestone bus tires at a cost of $406.35, was accepted 
by the Homedale School Board at its regular 
monthly meeting Monday night at the Washington 
school.

Present were Tom Arima, chairman; Paul Zatica, 
Harold Wilson, Les Auker and Chuck Yost, trustees, 
and Jim Duncan, clerk.

Principal Herb Fritzley reported on a proposed new 
non-graded system for the elementary schools. The 
proposal calls for teacher-parent conferences over 
each child’s progress.

Nolan Taggart, teacher representative, scheduled 
a salary negotiation meeting with the board for the 
February meeting.

Cattlemen ask funding of Owyhee range project
Idaho Cattlemen’s Association members have called 

for funding of the Owyhee Project in Southwestern 
Idaho in order to be able to improve and rejuvenate 
the range and wildlife habitat.  

A resolution adopted at the association’s annual 
convention last week in Boise called attention to the 
present imbalance of resources in the state’s second 
largest county.
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NEW OWNERSHIP SINCE NOVEMBER 2018
REBUILDING IS RECYCLING

337-5057 

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

CARPET CARE & JANI-

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

METAL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

SAND & GRAVEL

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

PAINTING

Residential - Commercial  
Interiors - Exteriors - Restorations 

Remodels - Cabinets - Doors  
"You Name It, We Can Paint It"

Licensed and Insured 
Free Estimates 

LANDSCAPING

Kelly Landscaping

Cell - (208) 919-3364
Idaho License # RCE-32060

GREG KELLY - OWNER
FREE ESTIMATES

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Sprinkler Systems
Installation, Maintenance, Blowouts. Professional Design: 

Specializing in 1 to 10 acre yard & pasture systems. No Brown Spots Guaranteed
Lawn Mowing

Mowing, Edging, Trimming, Fertilization, Weed Control
Misc Services:

Backhoe Services, Sod, Seeding, Fall & Spring Cleanups. No Job Too Small
Proudly using American Made Products & Equipment

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
Neck & Back Pain  ♦  Athletic Injuries 

Auto Accidents  ♦  Work Injuries 
for more details go to: 

 www.homedalechiropractic.com 

Call 208-337-4900     J. Edward Perkins, Jr, DC, NMD 
No Cost Consultations              111 S. Main, Homedale, ID 

AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION

Modern solutions for your irrigation needs

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Idaho Lic# 10158
Oregon Lic# 208948

PAINTING

RCE #26126

jacdav7673@yahoo.com
19083 Batt Corner Rd. 

Wilder, Id 83676

CALL 482-0103
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

www.bauerheatingandcooling.com

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

Live and
Internet 
Auctions

AUCTION SERVICES

CUSTOM MEATS

RISING STAR 
CUSTOM MEATS, llc.

formerly JOHNSTON BROTHER MEATS
Custom Butchering, 

Cutting and Wrapping
Beef—Hogs—Sheep—Wild Game

Unique line of specialty items
including the lost art of 14 day aging

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES DENTAL SERVICES

MEDICAL   
MARSING 
201 Main St. 
896-4159 
 

MEDICAL   
HOMEDALE 
108 E. Idaho Ave. 
337-3189 

DENTAL   
HOMEDALE 
Eight 2nd St. W. 
337-6101 

www.trhs.org            We accept Medicaid, Medicare & Insurance. Reduced fees available for qualified patients. 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GENE'S SMALL 
ENGINE REPAIR, LLC
LAWN EQUIPMENT

ENGINE REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
FREE ESTIMATES

208-850-9146
PLUMBING

“Your true local 
hometown plumber”

Service - Residential & Commercial

Repair & Replacement

ELECTRICIAN

Isert 
Electric

Insured and Licensed
Owyhee County

“Over 35 years experience”

Brian Isert
Master Electrician

WELDING & REPAIR

Serving the Wilder, 
Homedale and Marsing areas

Portable Welding, 

Custom Fabrication, 

Equipment, Irrigation

 Aluminum & Steel 

Trailer Repairs

Eric: (208) 901-5675

LLC.

STARTERS / ALTERNATORS

ESSENTIAL oils for a 
HEALTHY You!

Natural effective, safe & 
affordable health solutions. 

ESSENTIAL OILS DOG GROOMING

20488 Pinto Lane, 
Caldwell, ID 83607

Call us for all your irrigation needs!
Cole Kaiserman (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535

Matt Hansen (208) 989-7013
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216

Cole Kaisermann (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216
Garth Frederick (208) 899-0197

FULL SERVICE
DOG GROOMING

FLOORING SALES & INSTALL

TOOLS & SUPPLIES - Call for appointment

bfcinc@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

REBUILT & NEW OPEN: MON-FRI
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

upperedgepro@gmail.com

STARTER & ALTERNATOR REPAIR

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK
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Homedale, Melba 
wrestlers nab medals

Melba girls 
stay unbeaten

WE TAKE THE TIME TO SHOW YOU HOW OUR PRODUCTS WORK AND HOW YOU CAN INSTALL THEM YOURSELF

A big THANK YOU comes to mind as we think of all of you, DO IT YOURSELFERS and 
CONTRACTORS, that have trusted us with your home improvement or repair projects during 
this year. We see through your reviews the gratitude and satisfaction of having had a positive 
experience at Grover and consequently a successful project. Let our knowledgeable and 
friendly staff make your next visit to Grover a DIY Workshop Experience. 

YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR SUCCESS

824 Caldwell Blvd, Nampa, ID
(208) 466-7807  |  GroverElectric.com

ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING  LIGHTING  IRRIGATION

DO IT YOURSELF
AND SAVE!

Wrestlers quarantined; 
injury bug hits girls’ 

basketball team

Marsing High School’s gymnasiums 
were awfully quiet last week.

COVID-19 and a scheduling snafu 
led to the cancellation or postponement 
of every home date the Huskies had 
planned except for Thursday’s non-
conference boys’ basketball game 
against Payette.

On Thursday, athletic director Brian 
Marshall announced the postponement 
of back-to-back girls’ basketball games 
on Friday (The Ambrose School 
for a 2A Western Idaho Conference 
game) and Saturday (a non-conference 
matinee against Homedale).

First-year wrestling coach Juan 
Garcia had to cancel last Wednesday’s 
quad meet against Homedale, Melba 
and Payette and pulled his squad out of 
Saturday’s R. D. Brown Invitational in 
New Plymouth.

Garcia said the inactivity was 

triggered when his wrestlers were 
quarantined because of COVID-19.

The girls’ basketball home game 
against conference foe Compass 
Charter, scheduled for Dec. 8, was 
postponed because the Huskies didn’t 
have enough players to suit up. Marshall 
said it was a combination of injuries 
and COVID-19 quarantine.

A boys’ basketball conference game 
against Compass Charter had to be 
rescheduled to this week when it was 
discovered that Marsing had the wrong 
date on its schedule.

Marshall said the Huskies had planned 
to play the game last Wednesday, but 
Compass Charter alerted Marsing 
offi cials that the wrong date was on 
the schedule.

The two programs will get together 
for a junior varsity A game (6 p.m.) and 
a varsity game (7:30 p.m.) on Friday 
inside the new Marsing gymnasium. 
The Huskies’ JV B squad will meet 
Rimrock in a non-conference game at 
4:30 p.m.

— JPB

Several factors, including COVID-19, disrupt Marsing athletics

A dominant second quar-
ter fl ipped the script for the 
Marsing High School boys’ 
basketball team against Pay-
ette in a non-conference home 
game Thursday.

The Huskies rallied from 
the Pirates’ early barrage for a 
55-41 victory.

After knocking down fi ve 
three-point shots in the fi rst 
quarter to take a 17-14 lead, 
Payette went dry.

The Huskies (2-1 at week’s 
end) took it to the 3A Snake 
River Valley conference Pi-
rates (1-2) with a blistering 
second period, outscoring the 
visiting team 18-0 to take a 
15-point lead into the half.

The Huskies avenged a 
season-opening 35-33 loss to 
Payette in which Marsing’s 

shooters struggled mightily.
In the rematch, the Huskies 

benefi tted from Alejandro 
Barrera’s career-best game. 
The sophomore guard scored 
16 points, including a 7-of-8 
performance at the free-throw 
line and pulled down three re-
bounds.

“Barrera had a breakout 
game for us, doing it on both 
ends of the fl oor,” coach Tim 
Little said.

The Huskies played with-
out junior starting guard Noel 
Quebrado, who was out with 
an undisclosed illness.

Notable, and likely diffi -
cult for the Pirates to game 
plan for, was a pair of sec-
ond-quarter treys from Jacob 

Huskies’ boys avenge 
season-opening loss

Dominic Enrico 
cuts around Payette 
junior Max Walters on 
his way to the basket. 
The Huskies’ guard 
showed no ill effects 
after his one game 
stay on the injured 
list with an ingrown 
toenail. 

Melba High School built enough equity 
in the second quarter Saturday to withstand 
Homedale’s push in non-conference boys’ 
basketball.

The Mustangs scored 25 of the fi nal 27 
points in the fi rst half to fuel a 60-44 victory 
on the Trojans’ fl oor.

Homedale missed 19 of its fi rst 22 shots, 
and Melba took advantage by scoring 14 
consecutive points before Mason Strong’s 
fl oating jump shot with 2 minutes, 27 seconds 
left in the fi rst half pulled the Trojans to 
within 10 points, 18-8.

During its spurt, Melba received fi ve points 
from Braden Volkers, who had a co-game-
high 14 points. Teammate Josh Leavitt also 
scored 14 points, while Strong led Homedale 
with the same output.

The Trojans (1-3 overall) went 9 minutes, 
11 seconds in game time without a fi eld 
goal in the fi rst half. Strong’s fl oater ended 
a cold streak that had begun after Jaxon 
Dines hit back-to-back three-point goals to 
give Homedale a 6-4 lead with 3:38 left in 
the fi rst quarter.

Dines hit two more treys in the contest to 
complete his 12-point afternoon.

Bryce Cornwall led Homedale with eight 
rebounds, and Hayden Kincheloe had four 
steals and three assists.

Freshman Tucker Lowber added 11 points 
— including three treys — as Melba (5-1 at 
week’s end) got its third straight win after a 
42-40 loss to Homedale on Dec. 5.

Thursday: Cole Valley Christian 45, 
Homedale 42 — The Trojans saw its fourth-
quarter push fall short in a non-conference 
game in Meridian.

The Chargers (2-1 at week’s end) built a 
10-point lead with a 20-5 run through the 
second quarter then held on as Homedale 

went on a 14-7 spurt to end the game.
Dines hit four three-pointers for the bulk 

of his 16 points, while Kincheloe dropped 
in eight points. The junior also snagged nine 
rebounds.

Lakota Steele scored 15 points for Cole 
Valley, and teammate Garrett Smith added 11 
points. Hunter Gill collected 10 rebounds.

Melba, CVC push past Trojans

Melba’s Braden Volkers shoots a pull-up 
jumper over Homedale’s Trenton Fisher late 
in the fi rst half Saturday.
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HOMEDALE TROJANS

WILSON

OWYHEE AUTO SUPPLY

337-4668

337-4664

HOMEDALE 
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

337-4900J. Edward Perkins, Jr. D.C.

337-4681

482-0103

(208) 482-7565GO TROJANS!

337-3271

Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company
337-4041

Athlete Spotlight

Girls’ basketball
Varsity

Nampa Christmas Tournament
(Status TBD)

Thursday, Dec. 17 at Nampa, 6 p.m. (tentative)
Friday, Dec. 18 at Columbia, 6 p.m. (tentative)

Saturday, Dec. 19 at Caldwell, 3 p.m.
Junior varsity

Nampa Christmas Tournament
(Status TBD)

Thursday, Dec. 17 at Nampa, 3 p.m. (tentative)
Friday, Dec. 18 at Columbia, 3 p.m. (tentative)

Saturday, Dec. 19 at Caldwell, noon
Frosh soph

Tuesday, Jan. 5 at Parma, 4:30 p.m.

 

Boys’ basketball
Varsity

Nampa Christmas Tournament
(Status TBD)

Thursday, Dec. 17 at Nampa, 7:30 p.m. (tentative)
Friday, Dec. 18 at Columbia, 7:30 p.m. (tentative)

Saturday, Dec. 19 at Caldwell, 4:30 p.m.
Junior varsity

Nampa Christmas Tournament
(Status TBD)

Thursday, Dec. 17 at Nampa, 4:30 p.m. (tentative)
Friday, Dec. 18 at Columbia, 4:30 p.m. (tentative)

Saturday, Dec. 19 at Caldwell, 1:30 p.m.
Frosh soph

Tuesday, Dec. 29, home vs. Marsing, 4:30 p.m.
 

Wrestling
Coed

Friday, Dec. 18 at Wiley Dobbs tournament, Twin Falls
Saturday, Dec. 19 at Wiley Dobbs tournament, Twin Falls

Boys’ basketball
Hayden Kincheloe, jr., G

7 points, 6 rebounds, 3 assists per 
game

 

Girls’ basketball
Olivia Asumendi, fr., G, W, P

Key defensive rebounds vs. Fruitland
 

Wrestling
Willie White, jr., 170

Third place at R. D. Brown Invitational

Note: No spectators allowed in HHS gym (Stage 2, COVID-19)
Games are available on www.nfhsnetwork.com. There is a fee.

Schedules are subject to change

Homedale Middle School 
used defense to win the sev-
enth-grade girls’ basketball 
conference tournament cham-
pionship last week.

After Fruitland’s fast start, 
the top-seeded Trojans limited 
the Grizzlies to just 10 points 
over the fi nal three quarters to 
clinch a 29-23 victory in the 3A 
Snake River Valley conference 
tournament fi nal on Dec. 8 in-
side the HMS gymnasium.

Homedale (9-1 overall) won 
the rubber match against Fruit-
land after the teams split their 
regular-season encounters.

The Trojans were led by A 
team coach Benji Sorenson 
with the assistance of B team 
skipper Mike Frank.

Homedale trailed, 10-7, after 
the opening quarter, but tough 
defense soon emerged.

Sorenson asked Kierstley 
Roseborough to defend Fruit-
land’s top scorer. After averag-
ing 22.5 points in the teams’ 
regular-season tilts, the Griz-
zlies’ best offensive player 
managed just 11 points in the 
championship game.

Stella Heck caused key turn-
overs and wound up with 10 
steals in the fi nal.

Roseborough led the team 
with 10 points.

Belen Asumendi hit a couple 

of quick baskets in the fourth 
quarter, giving the Trojans 
some breathing room down the 
stretch and accounting for more 
than half of her seven points.

Karl ie Kildow led the 
Homedale rebounding ef-
fort against the bigger Fruit-
land squad, taking down nine 
boards.

During the regular sea-
son, Fruitland won the first 
matchup, 35-19, but Homedale 
earned the top seed and home-
court advantage for the tourna-
ment with a 47-35 victory in 
the second half of the season.

Dec. 7: HMS 38, McCain 
7 — The Trojans started slug-
gish, but were invigorated 
enough to build a 15-0 fi rst-
quarter lead against the visitors 
from Payette.

Three players — Rosebor-
ough, Kildow, and Stephanie 
Quezeda — scored eight points 
apiece to pace Homedale’s bal-
anced offense.

Asumendi added six points.
Quezeda had five of her 

team-high six rebounds on the 
offensive glass.

Homedale’s defensive effort 
against the Pirates was high-
lighted by 31 steals, including 
seven from Kildow and six 
apiece from Quezeda and Ti-
ana Sorenson. 

Defensive-minded HMS wins 7th-grade girls’ title

Homedale Middle School’s seventh-grade girls’ basketball team won the 3A Snake River Valley 
conference tournament championship on Dec. 8. Front row, from left: Coach Benji Sorenson, 
Tiana Sorenson, Belen Asumendi, Karlie Kildow, Kierstley Roseborough, Stella Heck, Stephanie 
Quezeda, Kynna Soland-Pfeil, Bailey Hymas, Mila Binford, and Breydyn Ford. Back row: Coach 
Mike Frank. Not pictured: Ava Wilson, Addison Truesdell. Submitted photo

Second straight win 
over Fruitland seals deal at home

HMS wrestlers show off their hardware
The Homedale Middle School wrestlers who won medals during the 3A Snake River Valley 

conference championships on Dec. 5 include: From left: Alex Sanchez, fourth place (160 
pounds); Marcus White, third place (285); Andres Macias, fourth place (285); Wyatt Ingram, 
fourth place (82); Chance Martell, fourth place (89); Trey McFarlane, champion (82); 
Trell McFarlane, runner-up (75); Sebastian Larzelier, third place (117); Nathan Marston, 
runner-up (89); and Tayson McKay, third place (152). Not pictured: Ryker Lane, fourth 
place (75); and Timmothy Whitfi eld, fourth place (117). Submitted photo
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√ Huskies: Ankeny takes a 
couple steps behind the line

Marsing Huskies
 

482-0103

896-4331

Showalter Construction
Can you dig it?

896-4162

896-4815

Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company
337-4041

Athlete Spotlight

Schedules are subject to change 

Girls’ basketball
Varsity

Wednesday, Dec. 16 at Melba, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 17 at Vision Charter, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19 at Liberty Charter, 4:30 p.m.

Junior varsity
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at Melba, 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 17 at Vision Charter, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19 at Liberty Charter, 3 p.m.

 
Wrestling

Wednesday, Dec. 16 at Garden Valley, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19 at Justin Wolfe Invitational, Glenns Ferry, 

10 a.m.

Boys’ basketball
Varsity

Friday, Dec. 18, home vs. Compass Charter, 7:30 p.m.
Truckstop.com Tournament

(At New Plymouth H.S.)
Monday, Dec. 21 vs. Declo, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 22 vs. either Garden Valley or Soda Springs at 
either 2:30 p.m. or 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 23, opponent TBA, 10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 
4:30 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.

Junior varsity A
Friday, Dec. 18, home vs. Compass Charter, 6 p.m.

Junior varsity B
Friday, Dec. 18, home vs. Rimrock, 4:30 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 21 at Fruitland, 3:30 p.m.
 

Boys’ basketball
Jacob Ankeny, sr., P

17 points, 10 rebounds vs. Payette (3rd straight 
double-double)

Girls’ basketball
Mazzi Roper, sr., W

Third-year varsity

 Wrestling

Second-year varsity

Note: No spectators allowed in MHS gym (Stage 2, COVID-19)
Games are streamed for free on

 Marsing Booster Club’s Facebook page

Ankeny, the defending 2A 
Western Idaho Conference 
player of the year. The 6-foot, 
8-inch senior post accounted 
for half of Marsing’s long-
range output.

Senior guard Roger Vala-
dez scored 14 points, while 
pulling down fi ve boards and 
dishing out four assists. Va-
ladez has averaged 17 points 
through the Huskies’ fi rst 
three games.

Barrera added three re-
bounds.

Junior Dominic Enrico re-

turned after missing the Dec. 
3 Homedale game with a toe 
injury. Enrico scored just three 
points on 1-of-4 shooting but 
looked unhindered by the in-
jury. He led the team with six 
assists.

Senior Nacho Montes and 
freshman Nacho Margarito 
rounded out the scoring with 
two and three points, respec-
tively.                           — TK

Melba, Reiber on a roll
Joe Reiber continued his big 

week Thursday with 17 points 
to send Melba High School 
to another boys’ basketball 
victory.

Reiber added fi ve rebounds 
and three steals as the Mustangs 
blew out visiting Weiser, 69-39, 
in a non-conference game.

Tucker Lowber chimed in 
with seven points and eight 
rebounds. 

Scoring nine points apiece 
for Melba (5-1 at week’s end) 
were Braden Volkers, Josh 
Leavitt and Dillon Stosich.

Brett Spencer paced the 
Wolverines (0-3) with 11 
points. Braydon Walker added 
nine points.

Weiser has lost its three 
games this season by an 
average margin of 34 points. 

Dec. 8: Melba 65, Liberty 
Charter 53 — Reiber had one 
of his best nights as a prep 
player in the Mustangs’ non-
conference victory in Nampa.

The senior poured in 27 
points  and col lected 10 
rebounds, matching teammate 
Cache Beus’ 10 boards.

Beus added nine points.
Volkers scored 11 points, and 

Josh Leavitt chipped in 10.
Dallin Criddle (18 points) 

and Connor Gardner (17 
points) had the bulk of the 
offense for the Class 1A, Div. 
I Patriots (1-4 overall).

Find out
What’s happening 

Read Calendar each week
in the Avalanche

Melba’s Ben Evans was 
runner-up in his weight class 
Saturday to lead nine local high 
school wrestling medalists in 
New Plymouth.

Evans lost the championship 
bout at 195 pounds, 4-0, to 
Kuna’s Xander Floth in the 
R. D. Brown Invitational.

Five Homedale athletes had 
shots at bronze medals with 
freshman Isaiah Stebly (126B) 
and junior Willie White (170) 
coming away with third-place 
showings.

Stebly went 2-2 in a round 
robin division, pinning Parma 
freshman Lucas Berros in 

1 minute, 13 seconds, and 
taking down Payette sophomore 
Jordan Barrett in 4:29.

White crushed Centennial 
junior Joe Watson with a 14-2 
major decision in the 170-
pound third-place match.

Senior Joseph Egusquiza 
(160) lost the third-place match 
in a 15-7 major decision to 
Meridian junior Caden Frix.

Caldwell’s Vincent Claudio 
pinned Trojans freshman 
Brodie White at the 3:00 mark 
of their 220-pound third-place 
match.

Owen Houser lost the third-
place match at 285 to New 

Plymouth sophomore Hunter 
Williams, who came away with 
a pin in 2:08.

Junior Willy Haun pinned 
Middleton freshman Cash 
Weeks in 1:56 for fi fth place 
at 195.

Two other Melba wrestlers 
reached the medal round.

Zane Helm (152) pinned 
fellow senior Dylon Fehrs 
of Ridgevue in 2:46 for third 
place.

Sophomore Grant Svedin 
lost the 132-pound fi fth-place 
match after Centennial’s 
Aiden Wichmann got the pin 
at 3:23.

Local wrestlers medal in N.P.

Homedale High School’s 
fast start melted away under 
a speedy Fruitland attack 
Friday in the conference girls’ 
basketball opener for both.

The visiting Grizzlies used a 
15-0 run to erase the Trojans’ 
early lead and rolled to a 48-
27 3A Snake River Valley 
conference victory.

Homedale led, 7-0, on Laney 
Swallow’s three-point goal and 
free throws from Mayci Cline 
and Amaia Aberasturi.

But the Grizzlies awoke 
from an 0-for-7 shooting slump 
and began forcing turnovers. 

Homedale (1-5 overall, 
0-1 in conference) missed 
10 consecutive shots, giving 

Fruit land (2-5,  1-0)  the 
momentum to end a season-
opening fi ve-game skid.

Aberasturi led the Trojans 
with eight points, while Jacy 

Parker added six and Swallow 
chipped in fi ve.

Homedale lost its fourth 
consecutive game.

Last Wednesday: Rimrock 
57, Homedale 38 — Led 
by Sintia Varela’s 20 points, 
the Raiders rolled to a non-
conference victory on their 
fl oor in Bruneau.

Madie MacMillan added 13 
points for Rimrock (5-1, 1-0 
1A Western Idaho Conference), 
which ended the week on a 
four-game winning streak.

Parker scored 16 points 
for Homedale with Zayne 
Hall adding six and Olivia 
Asumendi and Téa Uranga 
scoring fi ve apiece.

HHS loses to Fruitland, Rimrock

Jacy Parker hooks a shot 
over two Fruitland defenders.
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As participants in the decisions made in Congress, 
Idahoans contact me with valuable input about the 
issues our country faces. Realizing that many may 
not have the chance to contact me, I post information 
about various issues of importance on my website, 
http://crapo.senate.gov. One of the issues Idahoans 
have contacted me about is the management and 
ownership of our public lands. The following is my 
response: 

Put simply, public lands should remain public. 
Their values should be preserved and enhanced, 
and all Idahoans should be able to use and enjoy 
reasonable access to them. However, in too many 
cases, the federal government is not doing a good 
job in managing lands under its ownership, and 
many Idahoans can point to specifi c examples 
they have personally experienced or witnessed. 

State and federal lands management laws 
and processes too often drive us to confl ict and 
litigation, and should be reformed to allow more 
participation in and infl uence over management 
decisions by those closest to the land. State 
government, local offi cials and private stake-
holders should be empowered to more meaning-
fully participate in the decision-making processes 
pertaining to our public lands. Outcomes from 
this collaborative, consensus building approach 
will be better for both the environment and the 
natural resource-based economies of Idaho. These 
outcomes can result in administrative and/or 
legislative action on the public land in question. 
The Owyhee Initiative is an example of the kind of 
collaborative approach that respects the needs of 
all affected stakeholders by building on the knowl-

edge that local communities have about the public 
lands that literally comprise their backyards.

The land management challenges facing Idaho 
and western states did not happen overnight. As 
such, it will take time, dedicated efforts and robust 
public participation to achieve the outcomes we 
all seek. That is why I support the various collab-
orative groups and efforts across Idaho’s National 
Forests and Bureau of Land Management lands, 
including the Governor’s Shared Stewardship 
Task Force. I look forward to working with my 
colleagues in Congress to enact federal land 
management policies that maintain public access 
and ensure resilient, self-sustaining economies for 

Commentary

On the 
edge of 
common sense

Baxter Black, DVM

Letters to the editor
All letters to the editor submitted to The 

Owyhee Avalanche must be no longer than 300 
words, signed and include the writer’s address 
and daytime phone number.

The deadline for submitting letters is noon on 
Friday. Letters can be submitted in these ways:

• Emailed to jon@owyheeavalanche.com
• Faxed to (208) 337-4687
• Mailed to P.O. Box 97, Homedale ID, 

83628 
• Dropped off at the Avalanche offi ce at 19 E. 

Idaho Ave., in Homedale
For more information, call (208) 337-4681.

U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo
Republican (term expires 2022)

Local offi ce
251 E. Front St., Ste. 205
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1776
Fax — (208) 334-9044
Washington, D.C., offi ce
239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-6142 
Fax — (202) 228-1375
E-mail — http://crapo.senate.
gov/contact/email.cfm
Committee assignments — Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs (chair); Finance; and Budget
Chief deputy whip

Federal representatives
Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho)

Local offi ce
251 E. Front St., Ste. 205
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1776
Fax — (208) 334-9044
Washington, D.C., offi ce
239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-6142 
Fax — (202) 228-1375
E-mail — http://crapo.senate.gov/contact/
email.cfm
Committees
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs (chair)
Finance
Budget
Chief deputy whip
Term expires 2022

Sen. Jim Risch (R-Idaho)
Local offi ce
350 N. 9th St., Ste. 302
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 342-7985
Fax — (208) 343-2458
Washington, D.C., offi ce
483 Russell Senate Offi ce Bldg.

Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-2752 
Fax — (202) 224-2573
E-mail — http://risch.senate.gov/public/
index.cfm?p=Email
Committees
Foreign Relations (chair)
Energy and Natural Resources
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Select Committee on Ethics
Select Committee on Intelligence
Caucus membership
International Narcotics Control
Term expires 2026

Rep. Russ Fulcher (R-Idaho)
Local offi ce
33 E. Broadway Ave., Ste. 251
Meridian, ID 83642
Phone — (208) 888-3188
Washington, D.C., offi ce
1520 Longworth House Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C.  20510
Phone — (202) 225-6611
E-mail — Link at www.fulcher.house.gov
Committees
Natural Resources
Education and Labor
Term expires 2022

Contacting elected offi cials

— See Public lands, Page 5B

From Washington
Public lands policy reforms 
help resource-based economies

The cowman’s 
Christmas list

1. New baler twine to tie up last year’s fi ve-buckle 
overshoes.

2. Something that will kill Canadian thistle.
3. A hot shot that works for more than a morning.
4. A dog that does more good out of the pickup 

than in it.
5. A cattle buyer who admits that he likes your 

calves.
6. A feedlot customer with a bottomless wallet.
7. A molasses salesman who thinks your hay will 

be adequate without his $200-a-ton supplement.
8. A vet who suggests that you buy your vaccine 

at the co-op.
9. A teenage daughter who thinks her allowance 

is too high.
10. A son-in-law with a steady job.
11. A Christmas Day freak snowfall that blankets 

the mountains and your front yard but leaves 
the cow lot dry as a bone.

12.  An implement dealer who insists on being paid 
in bales of hay.

13.  A banker who inadvertently has gotten your 
fi nancial statement mixed up with Jeff Bezos’.

14.  A son who can rope and ride, loves to work 
and doesn’t plan on going to vet school.

15.  A wife who rubs your back.
16.  The time, occasionally, to enjoy what you do 

for a livin’.
17.  And a loving God who doesn’t look down at 

you every time and say, “Oh, well, I can’t win ’em 
all!”

— Visit Baxter’s Web site at www.baxterblack.com 
for more features and to purchase Baxter Black books, 
CDs and DVDs. His latest release is a collection of 
three audio books taking his usual humorous look at 
rodeo. Be sure to mention The Owyhee Avalanche 
when ordering.
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√ Public lands: Governor’s task force, Congress continue important work
From Page 4B

our rural counties for years to come. 

For more information about the issues before the 
U.S. Senate as well as news releases, photos, and 
other items of interest, please visit my Senate website, 
http://crapo.senate.gov. The website also provides 
information about how to contact me to share your 

views via email, phone and mailing addresses. News 
about recent activities and information about accessing 
my Facebook and YouTube pages and following me 
on Twitter can also be found on the website. Links to 
legislation and other resources to assist Idahoans who 
need help with federal agencies can also be accessed on 
the website. The messages you send me help to shape 
my approach on a number of important matters. 

Please continue to contact me and share your 
thoughts and ideas.

— Republican Mike Crapo is Idaho’s senior mem-
ber of the U. S. Senate. He is in his fourth six-year 
term and has served in the Senate since 1999. Prior 
to that, he was a three-term Idaho Second District 
congressman

Americans for Limited Government
Fair congressional representation at stake in SCOTUS Census case

by Rick Manning
Illegal aliens in the United States should not be 

counted for purposes of determining the apportion-
ment of congressional representation.

It seems absurd that states and localities that ac-
tively break immigration laws and directly encourage 
people to unlawfully enter and reside in their jurisdic-
tions should benefi t through having additional power 
in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Yet that is exactly what the Trump administration 
had to argue against in front of the Supreme Court in 
a hearing last week. Yes, you read it right, currently a 
state that encourages illegal immigrants to reside in 
it benefi ts by receiving more congressional represen-
tation over a state that follows federal immigration 
law, and the Trump administration has been fi ghting 
to change this for the past 2½ years.

The Constitution requires that the U.S. government 
conduct a census of the population every 10 years. 
The 2020 Census was just completed. In modern 
times, this census is, in some instances, used to 
determine federal apportionment of funding that is 
distributed back to the states through block grants 
and other means, chart the demographic make-up of 
the nation for determining unemployment amongst 
different ethnic groups, and to determine the need to 
build new schools because of a growing or shrinking 
population of children and people of child-bearing 
age, among other things. It is also used to determine 
how many congressional representatives and Elec-
toral College votes each state will have.

Currently, the number of elected representatives 
for each state is determined by a simple raw count of 

people residing in the nation by state: Divide the total 
population by the number of members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives (435) to determine how 
many people should be in the average congressional 
district and then apportion the numbers of representa-
tives by state based upon their population.

Seems simple, except for the fact that states with 
illegal alien sanctuary policies disproportionately 
benefi t from this system, as their raw number of resi-
dents is skewed higher because of these policies.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, citing a 
2018 Yale-MIT study, estimated that there are 22.1 mil-
lion illegal aliens living in the United States in 2020. With 
the current U.S. population estimated at 332 million, the 
average U.S. congressional district in 2022 would have a 
population of just over 763,000. However, if those who 
are in the country against the law were excluded from 
the total population, then each congressional district’s 
population would drop to about 713,000.

While a 6.6 percent difference might not seem like 
much, for a state like Montana, it very well might be 
the difference between having one representative in 
the House and two. A July 2020 memorandum from 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross points out, “Cur-
rent estimates suggest that one state is home to more 
than 2.2 million illegal aliens, constituting more than 
six percent of the state’s entire population. Includ-
ing these illegal aliens in the population of the state 
for the purpose of apportionment could result in the 
allocation of two or three more congressional seats 
than would otherwise be allocated.”

The memo further asserts that, “Excluding these 
illegal aliens from the apportionment base is more 

consonant with the principles of representative de-
mocracy underpinning our system of government. 
Affording congressional representation, and therefore 
formal political infl uence, to states on account of the 
presence within their borders of aliens who have not 
followed the steps to secure a lawful immigration 
status under our laws undermines those principles.”

Ross is exactly right. No one can argue that the 
impact of the current inclusion of illegal residents 
into the census for purposes of congressional rep-
resentation effectively dilutes the representation of 
those legally residing in those states that have a higher 
percentage of legal residents.

It is plainly wrong for citizens in states that follow the 
federal immigration law to be penalized politically in fa-
vor of those who fl aunt it. Yet, that is what happens when 
our nation apportions our elected representatives without 
excluding those who are in the country illegally.

As strange as it may seem, in America 2020 it takes 
guts to make this obvious point in a court of law, as 
standing up for equal protection under the law for 
citizens and those who actually follow the law is 
ridiculed as racist and worse.

The truth is that no nation can stand when breaking 
the law is rewarded and following it punished. It is 
time for the Supreme Court to have the guts to stand 
fi rmly for this basic principle and fi nd that only those 
who are in the United States legally should be counted 
for purposes of apportioning members of the House 
of Representatives.

— Rick Manning is president of Americans for 
Limited Government.

DAVE Says

Dear Dave,
I lost my job a few days ago. 

We had an idea cuts were com-
ing, but I thought it wouldn’t 
happen until well into the new 
year. My wife works, so that’s 
a good thing, and we’re both in 
our 30s. Do you have any ad-
vice for how we should handle 
things during the Christmas 
season and until I’m working 
again?

— Brandon

Dear Brandon,
I’m really sorry to hear this. 

Losing your job around the holi-
days can feel like a nightmare.

But before you despair, re-
member this is also the season 
of hope. And hope can’t be 
taken from you. It can only be 

surrendered. Keep your head 
held high, and focus on what’s 
still in your control.

First, cut back on your spend-
ing. When your income changes 
for the worse, eliminating all un-
necessary spending is key. This 
is not the time to put Christmas 
on a credit card, or dip into 
retirement to cover holiday ex-
penses. The last thing you should 
do right now is steal from your 
future to buy more stuff. Find 
some kind of seasonal work. 
Even if you’re packing boxes or 
stocking shelves, you’re contrib-
uting to your household and eas-
ing the stress. This side income 
will be a real blessing as you 
continue your career search.

Be open with your family, 
and what this change means. 

If there are kids in the picture, 
you and your wife should 
be in agreement on how you 
handle things where they’re 
concerned. Explain to them in 
an honest, loving way what has 

happened, and that Christmas 
will look a little different this 
year. A couple of inexpen-
sive gifts may not be out of 
the question, but as harsh as 
it sounds, presents are not a 
priority right now. It may be 
uncomfortable or disappoint-
ing for everyone, but it can also 
offer a bonding opportunity 
and a valuable life lesson. 

Keep a positive outlook, and 
stick to your normal routine as 
much as possible in the days 
ahead. Wake up early every 
morning, and make a list of 
things you will accomplish 
that day. Update your résumé, 
start networking, and begin 
submitting applications like 
that’s your new job. Work hard, 
stay hopeful, and focus on the 

goals ahead of you. 
Refuse to give up, Brandon, 

and you will succeed. May God 
bless you and your family!

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is a seven-
time No. 1 national best-selling 
author, personal fi nance ex-
pert, and host of The Dave 
Ramsey Show, heard by more 
than 16 million listeners each 
week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, CBS 
This Morning, Today Show, 
Fox News, CNN, Fox Busi-
ness, and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped people 
regain control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance their 
lives. He also serves as CEO 
for Ramsey Solutions.

Determination, hope of holidays can help get you back on your feet
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Public notices
CALL FOR BID FOR 

SCHOOL BUS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that sealed bids will be received 
by Homedale Jt. School District 
No. 370, Homedale, Idaho for 
the purchase of one (1) 2022 71-
passenger school bus (complete 
- body and chassis).

Bid documents and detailed 
specifications are available at 
the Homedale School District 
Offi ce, 116 East Owyhee Ave., 
Homedale, Idaho between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday until 
day of bid opening.

Bids must be submitted on or 
before 9:00 a.m. on February 2, 
2021 to the Homedale School 
District Offi ce, 116 East Owyhee 
Ave., Homedale, Idaho. Bids 
received after the stated time and 
date will not be considered. At the 
stated time and place, bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.

The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to accept or reject or 
to select any portion thereof 
of any or all bids and to waive 
any technicality. No bidder may 
withdraw his bid after the opening 
of such bids unless the awarding 
of the bid is delayed for a period 
exceeding thirty days.

Fai th K.  Olsen,  Finance 
Specialist/Board Clerk

12/09,16/2020

NOTICE 
OF ASSESSMENT DUE

N O T I C E  [ S  H E R E B Y 
GIVEN THAT ACCORDING 
TO SECTION 43-707, IDAHO 
CODE, assessments for the 
Grand View Irrigation District 
2020 Irrigation season are due 
and payable and will become 
delinquent at fi ve o’clock p.m. on 
the twenty-fi rst day of December 
2020. Payment must be made 
in lawful money of the United 
States, negotiable bank draft or 
cashier’s check. Payment may be 
made in person at the Irrigation 
District Offi ce or mailed to the 
District.

Dixie McDaniel
Secretary
PO Box 9
Grand View, Idaho 83624
12/09,16/2020

NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

CHANGE OF WATER 
RIGHT

TRANSFER NO. 84541
LANCE D GENNETTE 

and ALICE GENNETTE, 
29685 HOT SPRINGS RD, 
BRUNEAU, ID 83604  has 
filed Application No. 84541 
for changes to the following 
water rights within OWYHEE 
County(s): Right No(s). 51-25A; 
to see a full description of these 
rights and the proposed transfer, 
please see https://research.idwr.
idaho.gov/apps/waterrights/
querynewtransfers. The purpose 
of the transfer is to change a 
portion of the above rights as 
follows: The purpose of the 
transfer is to change the POU 
and reduce irrigation acres from 
25 acres to 7.5 acres. Water will be 
used adjacent to the current place 
of use near Bruneau Idaho.

TRANSFER NO. 84551
L U RANCHING CO INC, C/O 

TIMOTHY C LOWRY PO BOX 
132, JORDAN VALLEY, OR 
97910-0132 has fi led Application 
No. 84551 for changes to the 
following water rights within 
OWYHEE County(s): Right 
No(s). 55-10292A, 55-13846; 
to see a full description of these 
rights and the proposed transfer, 
please see https://research.idwr.
idaho.gov/apps/waterrights/
querynewtransfers. The purpose 
of the transfer is to change a 
portion of the above rights as 
follows: Transfer proposed adding 
PODs to water right 55-1029A to 
indicate the beginning and ending 
points of the stock water diversion 
areas. Transfer also proposes 
shifting the POUs for water 
rights 55-1029A and 55-13846. 
Transfer proposes stockwater 
use near the current places of use 
within sections 35, 26, 25, and 23 
of T08S, R05W and section 1 of 
T09S, R05W

TRANSFER NO. 84552
L U RANCHING CO INC, 

C/O TIMOTHY C LOWRY PO 
BOX 132, JORDAN VALLEY, 
OR 97910-0132  has  f i led 
Application No. 84552 for changes 
to the following water rights 
within OWYHEE County(s): 
Right No(s). 55-10303A; to 
see a full description of these 

rights and the proposed transfer, 
please see https://research.idwr.
idaho.gov/apps/waterrights/
querynewtransfers. The purpose 
of the transfer is to change a 
portion of the above rights as 
follows: Transfer proposes adding 
two PODs to water right 55-
10303A marking the beginning 
and ending points of the stock 
water diversion areas. Transfer 
also proposes shifting the POU of 
water right 55-10303A. Transfer 
proposes stockwater use near 
the current place of use within 
sections 12 and 36 of T09S, R05W,

TRANSFER NO. 84553
L U RANCHING CO INC, 

C/O TIMOTHY C LOWRY 
P O  B O X  1 3 2 ,  J O R D A N 
VALLEY, OR 97910-0132 has 
filed Application No. 84553 
for changes to the following 
water rights within OWYHEE 
County(s): Right No(s). 55-
10288A; to see a full description 
of these rights and the proposed 
transfer, please see https://
research.idwr.idaho.gov/apps/
waterrights/querynewtransfers. 
The purpose of the transfer 
is to change a portion of the 
above rights as follows: Transfer 
proposes changing the PODs of 
water right 55-10288A indicating 
the beginning and ending points 
of the proposed stock water 
diversion areas. Transfer also 
proposes removing part of the 
POU of water right 55-10288A.  
Transfer proposes stockwater use 
on a portion of the current place 
of use within section 36 of T07S, 
R06W,

For additional information 
concerning the property location, 
contact Western Region offi ce at 
(208)334-2190. Protests may be 
submitted based on the criteria 
of Idaho Code Sec. 42-222. Any 
protest against the proposed change 
must be fi led with the Department 
of Water Resources, Western 
Region, 2735 W AIRPORT WAY, 
BOISE ID 83705-5082 together 
with a protest fee of $25.00 for 
each application on or before 
1/4/2021. The protestant must 
also send a copy of the protest to 
the applicant.

GARY SPACKMAN, Director
12/16,23/2020

CASPER J. RANKIN (SBN 9107)
SYDNEY K. LEAVITT (SBN 8933)
ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP
13125 W. PERSIMMON LANE
SUITE 150
BOISE, ID 83713
Telephone: (208) 908-0709
Facsimile:  (858) 726-6254
E-mail: sleavitt@aldridgepite.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF OWYHEE

Case No. CV37-20-00327

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION 
ON COMPLAINT FOR JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE 

AND DECLARATORY RELIEF

SUN WEST MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC.,
Plaintiff,

v.

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, ASSIGNS AND DEVISEES OF GORDEN 
J. MAXWELL; THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, ASSIGNS AND 
DEVISEES OF BONNIE J. MAXWELL; RODGER MAXWELL; 
KENNETH MAXWELL; SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT; AND DOES 1 THROUGH 20, et al.,
Defendants.

TO: DEFENDANTS THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, ASSIGNS AND 
DEVISEES OF GORDEN J. MAXWELL; THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, ASSIGNS AND DEVISEES OF BONNIE J. 
MAXWELL; and DOES 1 through 20, inclusive, including 
all parties with an interest in and/or residing in real property 
commonly known as 1674 RIVER ROAD, HOMEDALE, ID 
83628:

You have been sued by Sun West Mortgage Company, Inc., the 
Plaintiff, in the District Court in and for the County of Owyhee, 
Idaho, Case No. CV37-20-00327.

The nature of the claim against you is an action for declaratory relief 
and judicial foreclosure of the real property currently known as 1674 
RIVER ROAD, HOMEDALE, ID 83628 and legally described 
as 

A TRACT OF LAND SITUATED IN A PART OF 
GOVERNMENT LOT 5, SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 4 
NORTH, RANGE 6 WEST, BOISE MERIDIAN, OWYHEE 
COUNTY, IDAHO MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID GOVERNMENT LOT 5, SAID CORNER 
MONUMENTED WITH A 5/8 INCH DIAMETER IRON 
PIN; THENCE SOUTH 89°55’46” WEST A DISTANCE OF 
198.00 FEET ALONG THE SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY 
OF SAID GOVERNMENT LOT 5 TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, SAID POINT MONUMENTED WITH A 1/2 
INCH DIAMETER IRON PIN; THENCE CONTINUING 
SOUTH 89°55’46” WEST, A DISTANCE OF 428.00 FEET 
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID 
GOVERNMENT LOT 5 TO A 1/2 INCH DIAMETER IRON 
PIN; THENCE NORTH 1°14’56” WEST, A DISTANCE 
OF 253.26 FEET PARALLEL WITH THE WESTERLY 
BOUNDARY OF SAID GOVERNMENT LOT 5 TO A 1/2 
INCH DIAMETER IRON PIN; THENCE NORTH 89°55’46” 
EAST, A DISTANCE OF 205.97 FEET, PARALLEL WITH 
THE SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID GOVERNMENT 
LOT 5 TO A 1/2 INCH DIAMETER PIN; THENCE NORTH 
89°55’46” EAST, 15.17 FEET TO A 1/2 INCH DIAMETER 
IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH 77°32’50” EAST, A DISTANCE 
OF 136.75 FEET TO 1/2 INCH DIAMETER IRON PIN; 
THENCE SOUTH 19°26’06” EAST, A DISTANCE OF 236.96 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

Any time after 21 days following the last publication of this summons, 
the court may enter a judgment against you without further notice, 
unless prior to that time you fi led a written response in the proper 
form, including the Case Number and paid any required fi ling fee to 
the Clerk of the Court at P.O. Box 128, 20381 State Hwy 78, Murphy, 
ID 83650, (208) 495-2421, and serve a copy of your response on the 
Plaintiff’s attorney, Sydney K. Leavitt, at ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP, 
13125 W. Persimmon Lane, Ste. 150, Boise, ID 83713.

A copy of the Summons and Complaint can be obtained by contacting 
either the Clerk of the Court or the attorney for Plaintiff.  If you wish 
for legal assistance, you should immediately retain an attorney to 
advise you in this matter. 

Dated: 12/4/2020 
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT
By: s/ R Fahey 
DEPUTY
12/16,23,30/2020,01/06/2021

Mustangs 
thrash Parma 
for 9-0 start

Owyhee County resident 
Brooklynn Dayley’s solid 
all-around game helped end 
New Plymouth High School’s 
season-opening win streak.

The freshman guard led the 
Melba girls’ basketball team’s 
defense with nine steals in a 
44-41 home-court victory on 
Dec. 8 in 2A Western Idaho 
Conference action.

By the end of the week, the 
Mustangs (2-0 in conference) 
had built a season-opening 
nine-game win streak. The 

Pilgrims lost for the fi rst time 
in eight games and slipped 
behind Melba in the early 
conference standings.

Dayley added six points and 
four assists to her stat line.

Teammate Kate Clark led all 
scorers with 19 points, and she 
snagged fi ve rebounds.

Kendall Clark added nine 
points and four rebounds, and 
fellow Melba player Hallie 
Arnold logged seven points.

Eboni Shaw led New Plym-
outh with 18 points.

Thursday: Melba 64, Par-
ma 39 — Kendall Clark’s 
double-double of 18 points and 
10 rebounds helped the Mus-
tangs emphatically complete a 
season sweep of the reigning 

3A District III champions.
Dayley poured in 16 points 

and added six steals and four 
assists.

Kate Clark was active with 
15 points and nine rebounds 
while dishing fi ve assists.

Keylee Wilson had eight 
points and seven rebounds.

The 3A Snake River Valley 
conference Panthers (1-4 at 
week’s end) received 19 points 
from Grace Jackson.

Melba girls win battle of unbeatens

Sports

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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Classifieds
Reach Thousands of Readers Every Week in the Owyhee Avalanche

WHAT DO 
YOU HAVE 

TO 
ADVERTISE 
THIS WEEK?

 WINTER FARM & HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT AUCTION

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: 208-455-1419

PICKETT AUCTION SERVICE LLC

FOR CURRENT INFORMATION, PICTURES & 
DESCRIPTIONS & BIDDING GO TO:

www.pickettauctions.com

Begins to Close MONDAY 
JANUARY 18, 2021 @ 6pm MST Online

Accepting Consignments Now 
Monday thru Friday – 9am to 5pm

Bring in consignments while the weather is still nice. 
20217 HWY 95, Wilder, ID 83676

Partial Listing: *Long 445 Tractor with Loader *Ford 9N Tractor *’52 JD A Tractor *’50 
JD B Tractor *Ez-Mix Feed Mixer Bed * Brillion Cultipacker *Snapper 522 Snow Blower 
*Sellick 8000 Forklift *Unused Universal Skid Steer Attachments – Fabric Storage 
Buildings – Shop Cabinets - Workbenches *’85 Lufkin 48’ Box Van Trailer 
*Items Are Rolling In … Adding Daily 
*More Vehicles *Utility & Stock Trailers *Many Farm Implements & Primitive 
Implements *Irrigation Equipment & Supplies *Saddles & Horse Tack *Sporting Goods 
*Landscaping Stone *Lawn & Garden Supplies *Unused Plumbing Parts & Supplies 
*Shop Equipment *Something For Everyone!  ~ KEEP WATCHING OUR WEBSITE

RV PARKING AVAILABLE

(208) 740-4511

 CDL DRIVER/MECHANIC 
POSITION AVAILABLE  

An established local agricultural company 
is seeking a full-time commercial truck driv-
er and experienced mechanic.  Candidate 
must hold a current Class A CDL drivers 
license and current medical card. Must be 
insurable on our company policy. All local 
driving. Experience in gas pick-up and die-
sel mechanics required. Farm equipment 
maintenance is a plus. Forklift experience 
is required. This is a FT position available 
immediately. We offer a competitive ben-

-

to soobrandresume@gmail.com
web page www.soobrand.com for an ap-

Licensed and Insured

CHIMNEY SWEEP

 208-695-7542
saferchimney.com

CLEANING 
& REPAIR

FOR SAFE 
AND EFFICIENT 

HEATING

Safer 
ChimneyPreseason

SPECIAL!
Only $99

United Family Homes
We Carry the Best Built Manufactured Homes & We Will Show You the Difference!

(208) 442-1605
1-866-279-0389
1413 3rd Ave. N.
Nampa, Idaho

Calvin Berg, Owner

Corwin Berg, Sales

SERVICES
Rye Shippy Tree Services 
Topping and trimming, removal 
and stump grinding. Also, snow 
plowing. Call for free estimate. 
Insured and experienced. Call or 
text Rye 208-989-5843.
JJ Excavation:
all types of gravel, placement or 
delivery, road grading, pipework 
and backhoe work, free estimates. 
Call Jim (208) 573-5700
Heartwood Tree Care 
LLC Trees Getting Out of 
Hand? We can Help! Pruning, 
removals (Any Size) & More! 
Free Estimates. 208-965-6174
Valley Powersports 
Repair Formerly Tim’s Small 
Engine Repair Specializing 
in ATV, UTV & Motorcycle 
servicing and repair. Tires, Tune-
Ups, Repairs & EFI Diagnostics. 
Complete service and repair on 
all makes and models. 30916 
Peckham Rd. Wilder 482-7461 
www.valleypowersport.com
Affordable Music 
Lessons: Piano, Guitar, Violin, 
Fiddle & Ukulele lessons. 
Private and Fun. All Ages & 
Levels. 208-283-5750
Technical Computer 
LLC, Repairs, Tune-ups, 
Backups, Upgrades, Networking 
& more. Call Tom or Colette at 
208-896-4676 or 208-899-9419.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 39 sacks pellets 
for $163.80. Must take all, cash 
only. Call 208-880-2306
Just in time for the holidays! 
Trestle style farmhouse table, 
delivery available. 208-337-1555
Roll ends: Great for packing 

birdcages or for your kids 
to doodle on. The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Homedale

HELP WANTED
The Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library is seeking a part-
time library clerk. Applicant 
must have good people skills, 
detail oriented, and be able to 
multi-task. Hours may vary. 
Applications will be accepted at 
the library until the position is 

questions. This position pays 
$11/hr.

 supervisor 
and general labor for research 
farm near Sunnyslope. Call 
208-250-0937 to request further 
information.

FARM AND 
RANCH

Hay For Sale $8 per bale, load 
your own, 12648 Chicken Dinner 
Rd. (208) 899-5407
Balewagons: I sell & buy 
New Holland, self-propelled & 
pull-type models/ parts/ tires/ 
manuals. Financing-trades-
delivery available. Call Jim 
Wilhite (Greenleaf) 208-880-
2889 www.balewagon.com

FOR RENT
Commercial building, excellent 
location, downtown Homedale. 
(208) 989-0551, leave message

WANTED
Complete Vehicles or Parts 
for 73’-80’ Chevy GMC Pickups, 
Blazers, Suburbans, 2 or 4 wheel 
drive Please Call Mark 208-602-
4825
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Annual 
Owyhee Avalanche 

Christmas Gift Project for 
Residents of 

Owyhee Health and 
Rehabilitation Center

Gift Drive Ends December 17

Residents have included several gifts on their wish lists, 
but local “Santas” need only to select one item. Gifts may be gift 

wrapped and tagged with the number and item selected

Male #1
Female #1

Female #3
Female #4
Female #5
Female #6

Male #3
Male #4
Female #7
Female #8
Female #9

Male #5
Male #6
Male #7
Male #8
Male #9
Female #11

Female #13
Female #14
Female #15
Female #16
Female #17
Female #18

Female #19

Male #11

Male #13
Male #14
Male #15

Male #16

Miscellaneous Items:  Adult coloring books, colored pencils, playing cards, pillows, socks,  electric razors, compression socks, large print word 
search puzzles, 2021 Calendars, body pillows, neck pillows,  lap tables


