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Marsing has been without a post offi ce for:

26 days

Then-Owyhee Initiative chair Fred Kelly Grant addresses the media from the governor’s 
ceremonial offi ce in August 2006 after Sen. Mike Crapo introduced the document into the 
U.S. Senate. Avalanche fi le photo

FRED KELLY GRANT, 1936-2020

Former county consultant 
Grant dead at 83

Fred Kelly Grant, the man who spearheaded 
the government coordination fi ght and helped 
build the coalition that led to the Owyhee 
Initiative law, died Thursday. He was 83.

Grant died in Nampa.
Grant’s wife, Carol Souza Grant, said no 

services are planned at this time because of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus health guidelines 
regarding gatherings of more than 10 
people.

A remembrance may be scheduled later.
Anyone who wants to provide their 

memories or comments about Grant may email 

Compatriots recall Owyhee 
Initiative’s driving force

“He had the respect and 
admiration of 
all public land 
advocates no 
matter which 
viewpoint they 
held. If Owyhee 
County gave out its own 
Nobel Prize, he would be 
a sure winner.”

— Paul Nettleton
rancher, OCA board president

Board of Ed. modifi es 
2020 graduation 

requirements

Schoolchildren in Owyhee County 
and across the state will be out of school 

until April 20 after the Idaho State 
Board of Education issued operation 
guidelines late Monday afternoon.

“In short, it’s a soft close until 
April 20,” Homedale School District 
superintendent Rob Sauer said moments 
after state trustees adjourned.

The April 20 date is subject to review 

later, according to the SBOE’s press 
release following the meeting.

“ … Soft close means no students on 
school grounds, no staff that’s high risk. 
Others follow social distancing and no 
more than 10 people,” Sauer said.

Sauer said standards are subject 
to change as the federal Centers for 

Disease Control updates guidelines.
The Board of Ed.’s “soft closure” 

came when trustees approved the 
COVID-19 School Operation Guidance 
developed by Gov. Brad Little’s K-12 
Emergency Council — of which Sauer 

State trustees close schools through April 20

Many Owyhee County busi-
nesses are providing special ac-
commodations to help citizens 
trying to deal with COVID-19 
precautions. For some, it’s just 
business as usual.

Some businesses will help 
customers with their specifi c 
needs, including the elderly 
or those with compromised 
immune systems. This can in-
clude things such as curbside 
service or specifi c time slots 
during the week that focus on 
those with special needs.

Logan’s Market — A de-
cision has not yet been made 

to make specifi c accommoda-
tions for the elderly or others 
with particular needs at the 
Marsing grocery store. Man-
agement has decided to close 
the store an hour earlier to be 
able to clean and put freight 
away. The store’s hours during 
this time will be from 6 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Call (208) 896-4222.

Albertsons — The Homedale 
grocery store is open from 7 
a.m. to 10 p.m. The new hours 
will give employees time to 
stock shelves each day.

Stores have special 
accommodations 
in wake of virus

The temporary loss of the 
Marsing Post Offi ce has put 
a great deal of pressure on 
the Homedale outpost, which 
has seen a marked increase in 
Marsing foot traffi c.

Temporary P.O. boxes for 
Marsing customers line the 
south wall of the Homedale 
Post Offi ce, creating conges-
tion when Marsing mail is 
delivered and Homedale P.O. 
box owners are trying to re-
trieve their morning mail.

Marsing has been without a 
post offi ce since Feb. 28 when 
a nearby residential fi re re-

sulted in smoke damage and 
the offi ce’s closure.

Shortly after the fi re, the 
U.S. Postal Service decided to 
close the Main Street location 
indefi nitely.

Marsing’s P.O. boxes were 
moved to the Homedale of-
fi ce, which has contributed to 
the increase in business.

A request to the U.S. Postal 
Service Corporate Commu-
nications offi ce garnered no 
updated information concern-
ing repairs or a timeline for 
reopening.

— TK

No word on P.O. repairs
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Is it time for your dental spring cleaning?

Owyhee Family Dental Center
208-337-4383

Cleaning, 
Exam & 
X-Rays

(for uninsured patients, in absence of periodontal disease)

$82
Add Teeth Whitening 

for only $39!
Se Habla Español

www.owyheefamilydental.com

Get the maximum refund you’re entitled to by law with fast 
and thorough tax prep service by experienced professionals!  
Serving the local community for over 40 tax seasons!

Electronic filing for a faster refund
Review of last year’s tax return

t the maximum refund you’re entitled to by law with fast

Happy!
Call today for your appointment!

FREE with your tax prep service:

GET TAX

Homedale, ID 83628

http://www.parker-advisors.com

The Board of Owyhee 
County Commissioners made 
multiple moves in the last 
week in response to the spread 
of COVID-19 and their efforts 
to deal with it.

There is a possibility that 
the 2020 Idaho primary elec-
tion, which is scheduled for 
May 19, may be moved to a 
later date.

“The Secretary (of State) 
is considering the option of 
pushing it back a month or so 
and weighing in with coun-
ties,” County Clerk Angie 
Barkell said.

She said that there should 
be some resolution concern-
ing the primary schedule by 
the end of the week.

Rec travelers wreak 
havoc on Owyhee land

Commissioners also ad-
dressed the overwhelming 
number of out-of-county 
recreational travelers that in-
undated local land recently, 
perhaps in their own unique 

attempt at social distancing.
With the increased off-

highway vehicle traffi c came 
a glut of reports of trespass on 
private lands and numerous 
other complaints from county 
residents.

An Owyhee County press 
release noted activity that 
damaged Bureau of Land 
Management public land, too, 
such camping in inappropriate 
areas and OHV use of trails 
that left extensive damage and 
increased refuse.

According to the county’s 
release, authorized Monday:

“Our message to those who 
traveled to Owyhee County 
last weekend and who may 
be considering it in the fu-
ture: Do the right thing and 
stay home. Don’t endanger 
our citizens and our law en-
forcement, search and res-
cue, and emergency medical 
personnel by your selfi sh 
action. Thank you for do-
ing your part and respecting 
these boundaries.”

BOCC asks public to limit 
county offi ce visits

The commissioners have 
adopted President Trump’s 
Coronavirus Guidelines for 
America, which recommend 
avoiding social gatherings in 
groups of more than 10 peo-
ple.

After the commissioners 
adopted the guidelines in a 
special Friday meeting, the 
county issued a press release 
urging that all non-essential 
visits to the courthouse and 
any county offi ces be post-
poned or rescheduled. Offi -
cials recommend people take 
care of essential business 
online or by telephone when 
possible.

People scheduled to report 
as a juror or participate in any 
criminal court matter should 
call ahead of time to the court 
clerks’ offi ce at (208) 495-
2806 to see if the their appear-
ance has been rescheduled.

The Homedale magistrate 
court offi ce inside City Hall 
is closed to walk-up traffi c, 
but phone calls will still be 
answered.

All Division of Motor Ve-

hicles services throughout the 
county are closed until Mon-
day.

All events at the Owyhee 
County Community Center at 
the fairgrounds in Homedale 
and the Owyhee County His-
torical Museum in Murphy 
have been cancelled.

Clerk, emegency mgr. 
get purchasing authority

During their telephonic 
meeting on Friday, commis-
sioners passed a resolution re-
issuing a purchasing authority 
mechanism for County Clerk 
Angie Barkell and county 
emergency manager Jim Des-
mond to deal with COVID-19 
emergencies.

In reinstating the power fi rst 
granted in 2016, the BOCC 
set the emergency expenditure 
limit at $30,000. The offi cials 
will be able to authorize an 
expenditure only if efforts to 
reach commissioners fail.

“At that time we had learned 
from the Offi ce of Emergency 
Management that if we were 
in an emergency situation and 
we were submitting requests 
for assistance, basically re-

questing to buy things — for 
example, during the Soda Fire 
we had to authorize expendi-
tures to bring in fi re trucks,” 
Desmond said.

The purchasing authority 
will end at the conclusion of 
the current fi scal year (Sept. 
30).

Desmond said that the fi rst 
step would be to contact at 
least two commissioners by 
phone to authorize purchase. If 
it can’t be done within 30 min-
utes, Desmond or Barkell could 
authorize the expenditure.

“We need purchasing author-
ity before we can pull the trig-
ger to get (emergency items),” 
Desmond said. “It might not 
always be possible to get a 
concurrence of two commis-
sioners quickly enough to get 
the materials needed.”

County offi cials decided the 
COVID-19 situation and its 
potential impact on citizens 
warranted reissuing the reso-
lution.

“With what’s going on 
now, we thought it wise to get 
that updated and lodged with 
OEM,” Desmond said.

— TK

County commissioners conduct coronavirus confab
Clerk: Secretary of State 

may postpone May primary

G r a n d  V i e w ’ s  c i t y 
government has made some 
changes as part of COVID-19 
precautions.

City Hall has been closed 
to the public since Monday, 
and although City Clerk and 
Treasurer Kathy Brown will 
be in the offi ce, the City Hall 
building will remain closed 
until at least next Monday.

“Of course, this whole 
situation seems to be changing 
daily, so it may have to be later 
than that,” Brown said.

The closure also affects 
Owyhee County’s Division of 
Motor Vehicles offi ce inside 
City Hall.

Residents will be able to 
reach office staff by phone 
or email during normal offi ce 

hours. 
Water/sewer payments can 

be placed in the drop-box.
You can contact City Hall 

at (208) 834-2700, via fax 
at (208) 803-1449 or via 
email at cityofgrandview@
speedyquick.net.

Water and sewer questions 
should be directed to (208) 
834-2571, which is also the 
after-hour emergency phone 
line for city utilities.

The city council’s public 
hearing on the wastewater 
collection and treatment 
system, which was set for 
today, has been moved to April 
15. It will be held at 6 p.m., at 
the Rimrock Senior Center.

Brown said the hearing was 
rescheduled “over concerns of 
COVID-19 and having a large 
group of people together.”

“Many of the residents of 
Grand View are considered 

at-risk, so we wanted to try 
to protect everyone and just 
postpone the hearing,” Brown 
said.

During the public hearing, 
Sustainable Resource Solutions 
LLC principal Mike Settell — 
the man who has developed 
the city’s draft facility plan 
— will be on hand to explain 
the progress so far and answer 
questions.

— JPB

Virus precautions instituted at Grand View City Hall
Sewer hearing moved to April 15
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WILDER 
204 5TH ST 

(208) 482-7565 
 www.PointSTire.com/Wilder

PAYETTE 
517 S 9TH ST 

(208) 642-3586 
www.PointSTire.com/Payette

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Spring 
Tire Savings!

Up to 

$75 REBATE
on select tires

For a Limited Time!

Business can be 
done over phone, 
email or online

Homedale City Hall remains 
open, but offi cials ask citizens 
to take precautions to limit 
exposure.

Make payments by calling 
City Hall at (208) 337-4641 or 
using the night drop at 31 W. 
Wyoming Ave.

Yard sale permits will be 
completed by phone or email. 
Either call City Hall or email 
cityofhomedale@cableone.net 
or rachaelp@cityofhomedale.
org.

Any forms that do not require 
a fee can be completed online 
at www.cityofhomedale.org.

Gov.  Brad  L i t t l e  has 
suspended the in-person 
meeting requirement in the 
Idaho Open Meeting Law, 
authorizing the city council 
to conduct meetings via 
teleconference, video-calling 
or internet meeting applications 
such as ZOOM as long as the 
public has the ability to listen 
and/or observe.

City Clerk and Treasurer 
Alice Pegram said Homedale 
offi cials are still working out 
the details on how to conduct 
the April 8 city council meeting, 
if necessary.

Homedale City Hall 
closed to public

The Marsing Lions Club will 
move forward with its Easter 
egg hunt.

Club member Herb Churruca 
said the Saturday, April 11 
children’s event at the Marsing 
High School football fi eld will 
be held as planned.

He also said that the Lions 
Club wil l  hold i ts  f inal 
bingo session of the 2019-
20 season beginning at 6:45 
p.m., on Saturday, April 11 at 
the Phipps-Watson Marsing 
American Legion Post 128 
Community Center.

Marsing Lions Club’s 
April events still on tap

Even before the State Board 
of Education suspended school 
until April 20 on Monday, the 
Bruneau-Grand View School 
District took steps to continue 
the school year in an online 
learning mode because of 
COVID-19 concerns.

The board of trustees made 
the decision after hearing from 
parents, students and staff during 
a March 17 special meeting at 
Rimrock Jr.-Sr. High School.

“As a result of these con-
cerns, and to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19 in Ida-
ho, BGV will close its three 
schools to students starting 
(Thursday),” Bruneau-Grand 
View superintendent Ryan 
Cantrell wrote in a dispatch to 
patrons after the meeting.

Students attended a full 
day of classes last Wednes-
day, so staff could test access 
to Google Classroom and 
district-issued student email 
addresses.

At the end of the school day, 
students took home a learning 

device, a charger, headphones 
and log-in information for 
younger students for both 
Classroom and email

The district’s seniors re-
turned to school Thursday to 
complete project presenta-
tions.

The plan is to return to class 
after spring break, and district 
staff deep-cleaned the high 
school and elementary schools 
in Bruneau and Grand View 
with that in mind.

But, in case a return from 
spring break isn’t viable, Cant-
rell is spending time this week 
working with various state 
agencies to develop the dis-
trict’s online learning plan.

Cantrell anticipates an out-
line will be ready for teachers 
by the time spring break was 
to end originally.

With schools now closed 
afer spring break (which had 
been the assumption, Cantrell 
told parents in his message), 
the work to build virtual class-
rooms will intensify Monday 

and Tuesday.
Staff will work on site with 

Cantrell and principals Dale 
Burk (secondary) and Josh 
Noteboom (elementary) to 
develop Google Classrooms 
and outline lesson plans and 
assignments.

Originally, students were 
to log into Google Classroom 
to start their daily work with 
teachers next Wednesday.

But that timeline is up in the 
air with the soft closure.

Under the district’s plan, 
Cantrell says students can be 
expected “roughly” 4.5 hours 
of engagement each day.

Teachers would provide 
daily lesson plans and will 
be available via either video 
conferencing or telephone each 
day from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., and 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Cantrell pledged to provide 
updates as they become avail-
able.

“Although each school dis-
trict is unique, we’ll all be 
working together to fi nd the 
best solutions available to meet 
our student needs,” he said to 
close his note to parents.

— JPB

Public schools still closed; 
Bruneau-GV has a plan for that

Online learning to be developed; 
teachers available by phone, email
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 5-Star Care Facility
MMMAAAASSSSTTTEEERRRSSSS IIINNN TTTHHHEEE AARRTT OOF CARING

Recipient of the 
L. Jean Schoonover 

Excellence in 
Caring Award 

19 years in a row

• Short-Term Rehabilitation
• Long-Term Care
•  Physical, Occupational, 

and Speech Therapy

A&S Lumber 
& Supply

Propane Tanks
Filled Here!

328 Hwy 95 in Homedale

337-5588

Mowers
 in stock

SPRING IS HERE!

IN STOCK!
BUNDLE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE!

RAILROAD TIES

Winter Hours
Open 8 am - 5 pm 
Monday - Saturday

New Stock Arriving Weekly

Storage Units

Call today! (208) 740-4511

Wyntr’s & Sumr’s

√ Stores: Retailers, banks take steps to minimize employees’ exposure

From page 1

The company has reserved 7 
a.m. to 9 a.m., every Tuesday 
and Thursday, to offer special 
assistance to senior citizens 
and other at-risk populations 
(pregnant women or those 
with compromised immune 
systems) until further notice. 
Shoppers are asked to respect 
quantity limits on high-de-
mand items (hand sanitizers, 
household cleaners, toilet pa-
per, and canned goods). Call 
(208) 337-4679.

Marsing Hardware & 
Pump — Employees will shop 
for customers if they call in 

advance and will bring prod-
uct to their vehicle. Custom-
ers can pay over the phone by 
credit card and pick up their 
items at the curb. The staff has 
been diligent in keeping things 
clean and sterilized, including 
the credit card machine, door 
handles, countertops, etc. Call 
(208) 896-4162.

NAPA Owyhee Auto 
Parts — Both Marsing and 
Homedale locations will con-
tinue with their current sched-
ule but will provide custom-
ers with curbside assistance 
if needed. Manager Brandon 

DeMond says the staff has 
been careful with keeping the 
store cleaned and sterilized, 
and they have made it a point 
to keep a safe distance from 
customers. Call (208) 337-
4668.

US Bank — The Marsing 
and Homedale branches of 
the bank are open for drive-
up services only until further 
notice. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Call (208) 896-4114 
(Marsing) or (208) 337-3185 
(Homedale).

Family Dollar — It’s busi-
ness as usual for the Mars-

ing and Homedale locations, 
although they’re closing an 
hour earlier. Both stores are 
open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
until further notice.

Matteson’s — Both the 
Homedale and Wilder stores 
are making special efforts to 
keep things extra clean and 
sanitized. The employees will 
bring items, including pizza 
and sandwiches at the Wilder 
location, out to vehicles if the 
folks call ahead. The com-
pany is also willing to help 
folks with pumping gas if re-
quested. These changes stand 

until further notice. Call (208) 
337-3464 in Homedale.

The Dog Spa — Marc Til-
dago has closed the lobby of 
his pet grooming business 
on West Owyhee Avenue on 
Homedale. He will come out 
to the curbside to pick-up 
and drop-off customers’ ani-
mals. He is offering free pick-
up and delivery service for 
Homedale, Marsing, Wilder 
and Greenleaf. All appoint-
ments and arrangements must 
be made in advance by calling 
(208) 789-6104.

— TK

Corrections
The Snake River Water Trail 

kayakers and canoeists will 
camp at Marsing’s Island Park 
on July 1.

Former City of Marsing 
code enforcement officer 
Tina Lemmon never left her 
job with the city’s public 
works department. She was 
working part-time as both 
a code enforcement officer 
and maintenance staff. Now 
she is returning to only the 
maintenance staff.

The Owyhee Avalanche will 
observe a new offi ce protocol 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic:

• Customer traffic at The 
Owyhee Avalanche offi ce will 
be limited to one person inside 
at a time.

• If you’re feeling ill, have a 
cough or are sneezing, please 
refrain from visiting and 

conduct business by phone or 
email.

• Please try to conduct as 
much business by phone and 
email as possible.

• Call (208) 337-4681
• Email office@owyhee.

com
• The Avalanche offi ce fax 

machine is non-operational at 
this time.

Avalanche COVID-19 
institutes precautions
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STARTER & ALTERNATOR REPAIR
REBUILT & NEW

STARTERS
ALTERNATORS

CUSTOM CABLES
INTERSTATE BATTERIES

OPEN: MON-FRI
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

(208) 896-4659
upperedgepro@gmail.com

NEW OWNERSHIP SINCE NOVEMBER 2018

337-5057 

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck, Ray & Bill Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

CARPET CARE & JANI-

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

METAL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

SAND & GRAVEL

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

PAINTING

Residential - Commercial  
Interiors - Exteriors - Restorations 

Remodels - Cabinets - Doors  
"You Name It, We Can Paint It"

Licensed and Insured 
Free Estimates 
208-890-1182

LANDSCAPING

Kelly Landscaping

Cell - (208) 919-3364
Idaho License # RCE-32060

GREG KELLY - OWNER
FREE ESTIMATES

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Sprinkler Systems
Installation, Maintenance, Blowouts. Professional Design: 

Specializing in 1 to 10 acre yard & pasture systems. No Brown Spots Guaranteed
Lawn Mowing

Mowing, Edging, Trimming, Fertilization, Weed Control
Misc Services:

Backhoe Services, Sod, Seeding, Fall & Spring Cleanups. No Job Too Small
Proudly using American Made Products & Equipment

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
Neck & Back Pain  ♦  Athletic Injuries 

Auto Accidents  ♦  Work Injuries 
for more details go to: 

 www.homedalechiropractic.com 

Call 208-337-4900     J. Edward Perkins, Jr, DC, NMD 
No Cost Consultations              111 S. Main, Homedale, ID 

AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION

Modern solutions for your irrigation needs

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Idaho Lic# 10158
Oregon Lic# 208948

PAINTING

RCE #26126

jacdav7673@yahoo.com
19083 Batt Corner Rd. 

Wilder, Id 83676

Serving Owyhee 
County for 25 years

 Jeff Haylett
337-8018

Contractor License# 23189
Electrical Contractor - State of Idaho

ELECTRICIAN

CALL 482-0103
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

www.bauerheatingandcooling.com

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

Live and
Internet 
Auctions

AUCTION SERVICES

CUSTOM MEATS

RISING STAR 
CUSTOM MEATS, llc.

formerly JOHNSTON BROTHER MEATS
Custom Butchering, 

Cutting and Wrapping
Beef—Hogs—Sheep—Wild Game

Unique line of specialty items
including the lost art of 14 day aging

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES DENTAL SERVICES

MEDICAL   
MARSING 
201 Main St. 
896-4159 
 

MEDICAL   
HOMEDALE 
108 E. Idaho Ave. 
337-3189 

DENTAL   
HOMEDALE 
Eight 2nd St. W. 
337-6101 

www.trhs.org            We accept Medicaid, Medicare & Insurance. Reduced fees available for qualified patients. 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GENE'S SMALL 
ENGINE REPAIR, LLC
LAWN EQUIPMENT

ENGINE REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
FREE ESTIMATES

208-850-9146
PLUMBING

“Your true local 
hometown plumber”

Service - Residential & Commercial

Repair & Replacement

ELECTRICIAN

Isert 
Electric

Insured and Licensed
Owyhee County

“Over 35 years experience”

Brian Isert
Master Electrician

 License #005186

WELDING & REPAIR

Serving the Wilder, 
Homedale and Marsing areas

Portable Welding, 

Custom Fabrication, 

Equipment, Irrigation

 Aluminum & Steel 

Trailer Repairs

Eric: (208) 901-5675

LLC.

STARTERS / ALTERNATORS

ESSENTIAL oils for a 
HEALTHY You!

Natural effective, safe & 
affordable health solutions. 

ESSENTIAL OILS DOG GROOMING

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

LAWN CARE

Hedge Trimming &
 Spring Cleanup 

Licensed & Insured 
email: alawncare121@gmail.com

cell. 208.337.1555

20488 Pinto Lane, 
Caldwell, ID 83607

Call us for all your irrigation needs!
Cole Kaiserman (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535

Matt Hansen (208) 989-7013
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216

Cole Kaisermann (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216

FULL SERVICE
DOG GROOMING

BOOKKEEPING / ACCOUNTING
MD HORTON

BOOKKEEPING  
& TAX INC.

Tax Preparation For Individuals & Businesses 
Record Keeping For Business 

& Payroll Calculations. 
Payroll & Financial Reports For Business.

MENTION THIS 

AD FOR $10 OFF

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK
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OREGON-IDAHO 
UTILITIES, INC.

Oregon-Idaho Utilities announces the availability of Lifeline telephone 
and broadband service for qualifying low income Oregon customers.   
Lifeline is a GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM that is non-trans-
ferable.  This program is limited to one discount per household, consist-
ing of either wireline, wireless, or broadband service.  Oregonians who 

-
tion in their monthly bill for local residential telephone service or up to a 

Proof of eligibility may be necessary for enrollment.

The eligibility criteria for Oregon Lifeline includes the following:

You may also qualify if your total income is at or below 135% of 
federal poverty guidelines.

Please contact the Oregon Public Utility Commission at 
1-800-848-4442 to request an application 

or visit www.rspf.org to apply online.

Calendar
Today 
Marsing community pantry 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., The HUB, 
205 8th Ave. W., Marsing. Call school district 
to arrange curbside service, (208) 649-5411 

Thursday 
Circuit Breaker property tax reduction 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Bruneau Valley Library, 
32073 Ruth St., Bruneau. Call (208) 495-2817 
with questions. 

Food bank distribution
1 p.m., to 3 p.m., (weather permitting), Jordan 
Valley Lions Hall parking lot, 902 Bassett St. 
(U.S. Hwy. 95), Jordan Valley. (541) 889-
9206 or (541) 586-2562 

Friday 
Idaho Foodbank drop-off 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., First Presbyterian Church 
of Homedale, 320 N. 6th St. W, Homedale. 
(208) 473-9331 

The Landing teen support group 
6 p.m., Vision Community Church, 221 W. 
Main St., Marsing. (208) 807-0680 

Saturday 
No activities scheduled
 

Sunday
No activities scheduled 

Monday 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 
State Hwy. 78, Murphy. The county requests 

all non-essential visits to Owyhee County 
facilities be postponed. (208) 495-2421 

Tuesday 
No activities scheduled

Wednesday 
Marsing community pantry 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., The HUB, 
205 8th Ave. W., Marsing. Call school district 
to arrange curbside service, (208) 649-5411 

Thursday, April 2 
 No activities scheduled

Friday, April 3 
The Landing teen support group 
6 p.m., Vision Community Church, 221 W. 
Main St., Marsing. (208) 807-0680 

Saturday, April 4
No activities scheduled

Sunday, April 5
No activities scheduled 

Monday, April 6 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 
20381 State Hwy. 78, Murphy. The county 
requests all non-essential visits to Owyhee 
County facilities be postponed. (208) 495-
2421 
 

Tuesday, April 7 
No activities scheduled

All senior 
center activities 

suspended

Rimrock Senior Center is 
still serving meals even though 
all other operations have ceased 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

The center suspended its 
congregate meals program 
on March 17. The plan is 
to resume after about three 
weeks at this point, but fi nal 
policy is still being worked out 
coordinator Ellie Gillett said in 
an email.

The senior center’s bus 
service has been suspended 

for three weeks, too. But if any 
senior citizen in Grand View, 
Bruneau or Oreana needs 
assistance for medical reasons, 
they can call the center at (208) 
834-2922 to possibly arrange 
transportation.

Even though the center’s 
dining hall is closed, Gillett 
said meals are still available 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
via curbside service with a 
grab-and-go lunch.

Call the center between 8 
a.m. and 11 a.m., on Tuesday 
and Thursday to place the 
order.

“Please help the kitchen staff 
by calling in your order in a 
timely fashion,” Gillett said.

The lunches should be ready 

for pick up around noon, she 
added.

All other senior center 
activities — congregate meals, 
foot clinic and games — have 
been cancelled for March.

There are still other events 
that will be held at the senior 
center, though, including:

• AA meetings, although 
Gillett asks that folks contact 
the meeting organizers for the 
schedule.

• The Mennonite Choir 
plans to perform at 7 p.m., on 
Thursday, too.

Gillett also said that the 
senior center’s annual spring 
bake sale and soup lunch is 
still happening on Saturday, 
April 11.

The Homedale Senior Cen-
ter remains closed as staffers 
do their part to protect the 
at-risk population that is the 
organization’s focus.

Although congregate meals 
are no longer available, kitchen 
staff still shows up for work 
Tuesday through Thursday 
to prepare meals for curbside 

pick-up.
Hot, fresh meals will be 

available for those who call 
ahead to (208) 337-3020.

There will be a $1 charge 
to cover the cost of the to-go 
food containers, senior center 
coordinator Sandra Ledford 
said.

The senior center plans to 

return to its normal congregate 
meal schedule on Tuesday, 
April 7.

The senior center’s Meals 
on Wheels program, which 
expanded into parts of Mars-
ing when the Sandbar Res-
taurant with a Cause closed, 
will continue to serve shut-in 
seniors. 

Senior centers and COVID-19

Rimrock provides takeout lunch

Homedale pickup continues through next week

The Homedale Chamber of 
Commerce cancelled Tuesday’s 
monthly business luncheon, 
and next month’s Easter egg 
hunt has been shelved.

Chamber president Gavin 
Parker  sa id  each  event 
was cancelled because of 
g o v e r n m e n t - s u g g e s t e d 
coronavirus precautions.

“We hope to be able to 

resume our monthly meetings 
in April,” Parker wrote in an 
email to the town’s Chamber 
members.

The Easter Egg hunt was 
scheduled for Saturday, April 
11 at Sundance Park.

Next month’s Chamber 
meeting is scheduled for noon 
on Tuesday, April 28 at the 
Bowling Alley.

Homedale Chamber 
cancels Easter egg hunt

High school sports may be 
on hold, but there’s still the 
business of planning to lead 
the teams once athletes are 
in competition and practice 
again.

The Homedale School District 
board of trustees approved 
several coaching moves during 
its March 9 meeting.

As reported earlier, Scott 
Michaelson was hired to lead 
the high school tennis team.

The board also removed 
any interim status for Kortney 
Ford, naming her the girls’ 
basketball varsity coach.

Matt Holtry’s contract as 
football coach was renewed 
for 2020-21.

Raymond Smith was hired 
as a junior varsity baseball 
coach, and baseball volunteers 
approved include Jamey Smith, 
Jose Gonzalez, Bo Jenkins and 
Chad Packer. Jenkins and 
Gonzalez are former players 
for coach Burke Deal.

The eighth-grade football 
coaching staff was solidifi ed 
for the fall, including head 
coach Joe Bullard and assistant 
coach Benji Sorenson.

Three middle school coaches 
resigned their positions including 
head coach Bobby Christensen 
and assistant coach Travis 
Kerbs (eighth-grade football) 
and seventh-grade volleyball 
coach Debby Turner. 

Trustees OK Homedale 
coaching contracts

Submitting calendar items
Submit information on upcoming fundraisers, meetings, 

reunions or community events to The Owyhee Avalanche 
by noon Fridays for inclusion in the calendar. Drop off 
press releases at the Avalanche offi ce at 19 E. Idaho Ave., 
Homedale, mail them to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, ID 83628, 
or e-mail them to jon@owyheeavalanche.com (an e-mail 
link also is available on our Web site). For more information 
on submissions, call (208) 337-4681.



Page 7Wednesday,  March 25, 2020

824 Caldwell Blvd, Nampa, ID
(208) 466-7807  |  GroverElectric.com

ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING  LIGHTING  IRRIGATION

Do It Yourself and Save!

“VERY HELPFUL FRIENDLY SERVICE.
If you need help with a plumbing or electrical project - this is the place to go.”

COME TO GROVER’S AND SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY
WE ARE A FAVORITE OF DO-IT-YOURSELFERS.

Our product knowledge and willingness to take the time to show our customers how best to use our 
products makes all the difference. It’s true that we are popular with a lot of contractors, but you get the 
same quality service even if you just need a light bulb! Our amazing service requires having pleasant, 
well trained, long-term employees.

by William Price, 
April Hulet, Sergio Arispe, 

and Scott Jensen
Managing rangelands for 

livestock production in the 
West can pose a variety of 
difficulties because of the 
presence of  undesirable 
plants. 

These undesirable plants may 
be problematic for multiple 
reasons such as: 

• undesirable to livestock, 
• poisonous, or 
• they increase the risk of 

wildfi re. 
While the use of herbicides 

and mechanical treatments 
can be effective in dealing 
with these plants, they are 
often too costly and diffi cult 
to use because of the large 
size and rough terrain of many 
rangeland pastures. While 
undesirable and toxic plants 
are problematic, over the past 
decade the increased risk of 
fire has become especially 
concerning. Two species 
of particular concern are 
cheatgrass and medusahead. 
Both species are introduced 
annual  grasses  that  dry 
out relatively early in the 
summer,  result ing in an 
increased frequency and size 
of wildfi re.

Cheatgrass and medusahead 
are  both  winter  annual 
grasses, which means they 
often germinate and emerge 
in the fall, grow rapidly in 
early spring, and produce 
seeds in early summer. This 
accelerated growth cycle 
allows winter annuals to use 
the limited resources (e.g., 
soil moisture and nutrients) 
of the sagebrush steppe 
first, making it harder for 
desirable perennial species to 
compete. Both cheatgrass and 
medusahead can be nutritious 
forage while in the early stages 
of growth; however, there is a 
sharp decline in nutrition and 
desirability when they mature. 
This is especially true for 
medusahead, which has a high 
silica content that makes it 
undesirable for livestock.

These difficulties with 
annual grasses create the need 

for a cost-effective method to 
manage plant composition in 
the sagebrush steppe. One tool 
that can fi ll this role is targeted 
grazing. Targeted grazing is 
the carefully controlled use of 
livestock grazing at a certain 
time, frequency, and intensity 
to  achieve a  vegetat ion 
management objective. If used 
correctly, targeted grazing 
can reduce the amount of 
undesirable plants on the range, 
allowing for perennial grasses 
to expand and re-establish.

A current research project 
being conducted by the 
University of Idaho, Oregon 
State University, Boise State 
University, and University of 
Nevada-Reno is studying the 
effectiveness of grazing over 
the winter months to reduce 
invasive annual grass fine 
fuels and thus reduce the risk 
of wildfi re in the allotment. 
The research is taking place 
north of Rockville, Ore., on 
the Three Fingers Allotment 
managed by the Bureau Land 
Management Vale District 
very near the Idaho/Oregon 
border. Frequent wildfires 
have affected a large portion 
of the allotment, resulting in 
the widespread invasion of 
medusahead. This invasion has 
increased the risk of wildfi re, 
increased the variability of 
forage production from year 
to year, and decreased the 
ability of the range to support 
wildlife.

This research aims to take 
advantage of the different 
growth patterns between 
medusahead and perennial 
grasses. During the winter 
months, perennial grasses are 
dormant while medusahead has 
new growth that is especially 
palatable. By grazing in the 
winter, cattle can utilize 
medusahead while it is in the 
vegetative stage with little harm 
to perennial grasses. A nutrient 
supplement is provided during 
the dormant season grazing 
to ensure that the cattle are 
receiving adequate nutrients.  

Our research objectives are 
to measure the impacts of 
livestock grazing on annual 
grasses and fuel continuity 
across four treatments: 

1) no livestock grazing 
(control)

2) traditional grazing, which 
occurs between May and 
September

3) dormant season grazing, 
which is grazed from October 
to February, and 

4) traditional plus dormant 
season graze where livestock 
graze during both seasons.

This study began in 2018 and 

will continue through 2028. A 
long-term study is necessary 
to account for environmental 
fl uctuations and shifts in plant 
community composition. 
For example, May of 2019 
received almost 4.5 inches of 
rain, which is more than half of 
the yearly average total. Along 
with this increase in moisture, 
we measured increases in 
annual and perennial plant 
species on all research plots. 
However, the increase was less 
pronounced in the dormant plus 
traditional grazing plots. These 
fi ndings are not suprising based 

on the timing and amount of 
precipitation, and reiterates the 
need to monitor for more than 
two or three years to determine 
causation for plant community 
change.

For more information on the 
study, contact William Price 
(wjprice@uidaho.edu) or April 
Hulet (aprilh@uidaho.edu) at 
the University of Idaho. 

— Scott Jensen, William 
Price and April Hulet are part 
of the University of Idaho, 
while Sergio Arispe works for 
Oregon State University. 

Dormant season grazing can improve rangeland health
Universities join forces 

on 10-year study near Rockville

Cattle on the Three Fingers Allotment in October 2019 (above) and December 2019 (below). 
Photo by Will Price
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Death notices

17
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Monuments - Benches

Caskets
(Coppertone)

$79500
Standard size

Graveliners
(Required by cemeteries)

$39500
Standard size

Compare our prices when making arrangements.
You don’t need to spend thousands.
Proudly Made in America
Silver Diamond, LLC

208-454-2232
We can also provide the set-up for our caskets at

cemeteries where our graveliners have been approved.
$135.00 for local cemeteries within 20 miles from us.

$89500
(All Colors)

$39500
(Required by cemeteries)

Monuments - Benches - Urns

Our caskets are allowed in all funeral homes and cemeteries
Know your rights - Federal Trade Commission Funeral Rule

www.silverdiamondmonuments.com

+ Tax + Tax

CHURCH OF GOD APOSTOLIC 
 

Looking for a Sabbath keeping 
church that celebrates 

God’s annual Holy Days?

(Matthew 28:1 & Matthew 12:40)

FRED KELLY GRANT, 83, of Nampa, 
died Thursday, March 19, 2020. No services 
are planned at this time. Email memories and 
comments to carolsouzagrant@gmail.com. 
Arrangements: All Valley Cremation, 1538 11th 
Ave. N. Ext., Nampa. (208) 899-9361

KENNETH D. WATSON, 79, of Caldwell, 
who grew up in the local area and worked 
a Marsing dairy for several years, died on 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 at a local care 
center. Arrangements: Flahiff Funeral Chapel, 
Caldwell.

An Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit detachment sets up ropes to remove Caldwell 
resident Logan Case from his predicament. Marsing Ambulance photo

A Caldwell man suffered 
multiple injuries after a 20-
foot fall on Friday afternoon 
at Jump Creek Recreation 
Area southwest of Marsing.

Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Chief Deputy Lynn Bowman 
said that Logan Case, 21, 
broke both wrists, an ankle, 
and suffered facial injuries 
after losing his footing 40 to 
60 feet above the falls on the 
east side.

Members of the Idaho 
Mountain Search and Rescue 
Unit came to the aid of the 
sheriff’s offi ce and Marsing 
Ambulance. A total of 13 

responders took part in the 
rescue.

Sheriff’s Posse members 
used off-highway vehicles 
to transport the search-and-
rescue team to a spot above 
Case, from they rappelled to 
retrieve him.

Before the search-and-
rescue team reached Case, 
patrol supervisor Greg Bishop 
was able to get within about 
20 feet of the fallen hiker 
to determine that he was 
conscious and breathing.

A LifeFlight helicopter 
ultimately airlifted Case to 
Saint Alphonsus Regional 

Medical Center in Boise.
The whole endeavor began 

from Case’s fall at about 2 
p.m. and ended at 1 a.m. on 
Saturday.

Bowman said that the 
presence and work of Idaho 
Mountain Search and Rescue 
team was vital to retrieving 
Case from the remote shelf.

“They did such a great job,” 
Bowman said, noting that 
the team runs completely on 
donations.

For information on how to 
donate to the 501(c)3 non-
profi t, visit www.imsaru.org/.

— TK

Search and rescue unit retrieves 
Jump Creek Rec Area fall victim 

The Northwest Owyhee 
County Weed Management 
Area’s annual Spray Day has 
been postponed until a later 
date.

Offi cials cited coronavirus 
concern for the postpone-
ment.

Although the Spray Day has 
been shelved for now, some 
herbicide will be available for 
distribution after the fi rst of 
April.

The chemical will have 
to be mixed by the person 
who will apply the herbicide. 
No premixed chemical will 
be available directly from 
NOCWMA.

Officials urge applicators 
to read chemical bottle labels 
for the correct mixture for the 

weeds being targeted. Follow-
ing the labels is the law.

Contact any NOCWMA 
board member with any ques-
tions:

• Paddy Doyle, chair, (208) 
337-5331 or pnsdoyle@msn.
com

• Tim Volk, co-chair, (208) 
999-2660

• Kent Curtis, (208) 965-
9568

• Jodie Dickerson admin-
istrative assistant (968) 888-
1664 or jodieray2002@yahoo.
com

For chemical advice, con-
tact the NOCWMA chemical 
and weed consultant, Tammie 
Hedges, at (208) 462-6153 or 
support@newenvironment.
us. 

NW Owyhee CWMA 
postpones Spray Day

T h e  J o r d a n  Va l l e y 
Cooperative Weed Management 
Area’s monthly meeting, set for 
Monday, has been cancelled.

Coordinator Eric Morrison 
said the meeting, which is 
typically held at the Jordan 
Valley Lions Hall, was cancelled 
out of caution because of the 
COVID-19 virus spread.

Morrison continues to work 
out of his office in Jordan 
Valley, and folks with weed 
management questions can call 

(541) 586-3000 or via email at 
jvcwma@qwestoffi ce.net.

“At this point,  we are 
planning to continue the work 
of the CWMA and assist 
landowners in noxious weed 
control,” Morrison wrote in an 
email to stakeholders.

Days af ter  Morrison’s 
unilateral cancellation, Oregon 
Gov. Kate Brown issued an 
executive order suspending 
public gatherings such as 
meetings.

Jordan Valley CWMA 
cancels March meeting

The Southeast  Oregon 
Foodbank delivery will go 
on as planned Thursday in 
Jordan Valley with a couple 
changes.

Local coordinator Bobbi 
Stoddart said commodities 
will be distributed from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m., at the Jordan Valley 
Lions Hall, 902 Bassett St. 
(U.S. Highway 95).

There will be a different 
protocol because of COVID-

19 precautions, though.
The delivery will  take 

place in the parking lot, 
and the Foodbank will have 
prepackaged care packages 
ready to be placed in patrons’ 
vehicles.

There is no need to line up or 
go into the Lions Hall.

For more information call 
the Foodbank in Ontario, Ore., 
at (541) 889-9206 or contact 
Stoddart at (541) 586-2562. 

Jordan’s foodbank goes on
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Ric  & Terri Uria
3435 Industrial Road
Homedale, ID 83628

URIA 
PUMP

208-337-3954

Service & Repair all Brands
AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR 

Licensed in 
Idaho

 & 
Oregon

OWYHEE
SEWER

SEPTIC TANK 
PUMPING

SEPTIC 
SYSTEMS - 

INSTALLED/REPAIRED

Septic Systems
Boom Trucks

Water Systems

208-337-4549

The Mars ing  Disas ter 
Auction’s annual meeting, 
originally set for April 7, has 
been rescheduled.

The annual meeting will take 
place at 8 p.m., on Tuesday, 
May 5 at the Phipps-Watson 

Marsing American Legion Post 
128 Community Center, 126 
W. 2nd St. N.

The meeting was postponed 
because of public gathering 
guidelines issued in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Virus forces change in Marsing 
Disaster Auction annual meeting

Avalanche 
wants to salute 

graduates

Thursday’s decision to can-
cel University of Idaho com-
mencement and other mass 
events hits close to home.

According to prospective 
2020 graduate Nash Johnson, 
several of his fellow Homedale 
High School graduates are 
scheduled to complete their 
degrees in time for spring com-
mencement.

But COVID-19 precautions 
will exclude them from a 
public ceremony to receive 
their diplomas. The Owyhee 
Avalanche would like to hear 
from students or parents of stu-
dents affected by this decision. 
Email information to jon@

owyheeavalanche.com so we 
can give the students proper 
recognition. Send the name of 
your prospective graduate, the 
name of the local high school 
with which they are affi liated, 
the university or college from 
which they are graduating, 
and information such degree 
obtained, and parents’ names. 
Photos are welcome, too.

The Avalanche will compile 
the list and publish a special 
feature saluting the graduates 
in May when the commence-
ment exercises were planned.

The U of I activated remote 
and online learning for the re-
mainder of the semester, too.

Cancellations cover com-
mencement exercises in Mos-
cow, Boise, Coeur d’Alene 
and Idaho Falls and any school 
events with more than 10 peo-
ple. That includes the upcom-

ing Parent and Family Week-
end at the Moscow campus.

The main campus in Mos-
cow and statewide locations 
are open with some modifi ca-
tions. The Student Recreation 
Center is closed. Decisions on 
other closures may be made 
as needed, according to the 
university’s press release.

Residence halls will remain 
open for those students who 
need them. Vandals Dining 
will continue to offer safe op-
tions for meal services, and 
student safety will remain a 
priority, the school said.

More changes may be made 
in the future as U of I gauges 
the spread of the virus.

Regular U of I coronavirus 
updates, frequently asked ques-
tions and other information 
can be found online at www.
uidaho.edu/coronavirus. 

U. of Idaho commencement 
cancellation affects locals

US Ecology Idaho has altered 
its public information meeting 
planned for Tuesday because 
of COVID-19 guidelines.

The meeting, originally 
scheduled for Rimrock Jr.-
Sr. High School in Bruneau, 
has been transformed into 
a “call-in” meeting because 
of concerns over potential 
exposure to COVID-19.

USEI will address permits 
for which it has applied for the 

construction of a stabilization 
building slated to replace a 
similar structure damaged in a 
November 2018 explosion that 
left one employee dead and 
three workers injured.

According to a notice appear-
ing on Page 18 of this week’s 
The Owyhee Avalanche, the 
meeting will run from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m., on Tuesday. The public 
can call (888) 895-6448 and 
enter access code 1358295915 

to participate.
USEI is seeking pre-permit 

construction authorization, 
through which the Idaho 
Department of Environmental 
Quality would allow construction 
to begin before the final air 
quality permit is issued.

State DEQ staff will not 
participate in the call.

Contact Rebecca Hogaboam 
at (208) 834-2275, ext. 2344 
for more information.

USEI public meeting modifi ed
Extra steps for OHR residents’ safety

Owyhee Health and Rehabilitation community liaison 
Lindsey Love (left) gets her temperature checked by 
business offi ce manager Stephenie Thomas on Friday. 
OHR staff is getting screened when entering the facility, 
as a means of avoiding exposing the building’s vulnerable 
residents to the coronavirus. OHR is currently on full 
lockdown, meaning only residents and essential staff are 
allowed in the building. The company is adhering to the 
policies of the Ensign Group, the Centers for Disease 
Control, and Center for Medicare Services.
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From page 1
√ Schools: Senior projects, standardized testing waived for 2019-20 year

√ Force: Grant-spurred Owyhee Initiative collaboration serves as model

is a member.
Sauer was set to send out 

messages with the news and the 
impacts on Tuesday after The 
Owyhee Avalanche’s deadline.

The state’s guidance directs 
districts to provide three essential 
services during the closure:

• Provide food services 
to underserved populations 
and childcare for community 
members who provide critical 

services.
• Develop and implement 

plans for delivering remote or 
distance learning strategies, 
such as online, video or 
teleconference.

• Enact a strategy to provide 
special education-related 
services.

The guidance document is 
available on the SBOE website 
at https://boardofed.idaho.gov/

resources/covid-19-school-
operations-guidance/

In addition to adoption of the 
guidance plan, state trustees 
waived certain high school 
graduation requirements 
including ISAT testing, the 
senior project, and the college 
entrance exam.

SATs have been postponed 
to April 28, Sauer said eariler.

“Today’s Board action is a 

fi rst step towards alleviating 
some of the pressure our 
districts are experiencing,” 
SBOE president  Debbie 
Critchfi eld said.  

“Local administrators and 
boards are working around 
the clock to manage this crisis.  
They are dealing with a lot 
and we don’t want them to 
worry about state rules.  This 
guidance is intended to give 

them more time to focus on 
priority services outlined by 
the Board and the Governor’s 
K-12 Emergency Council.”

Much like the governor’s 
emergency council, the State 
Board of Education plans 
to conduct special meetings 
weekly during the soft closure 
and possibly beyond the target 
April 20 date.

— JPB

his wife at carolsouzagrant@
gmail.com.

The Owyhee Avalanche was 
able to contact a few people 
who worked with Grant on 
public land issues for comment, 
including Owyhee Cattlemen’s 
Association president Paul 
Nettleton, Board of County 
Commissioners chair Jerry 
Hoagland, and retired Idaho 
Rivers United executive 
director Bill Sedivy.

“Fred was a great hero to the 
ranching community of Owyhee 
County,” Nettleton said. “He 
should be considered the father 
of the Owyhee County Land Use 
Plan that forced the (Bureau of 
Land Management) to sit down 
at the table with our elected 
county commissioners in the 
CCC process: consultation, 
coordination, and cooperation. 

“Without his leadership 
many ranchers in Owyhee 
County wouldn’t be in business 
today.”

Anyone who crossed paths 
with Grant  immediately 
r e c o g n i z e d  h i m  a s  a 
champion of strengthening 
local government’s footing 
in dealings with the federal 
government.

In Hoagland, the BOCC has 
a Grant disciple of sorts. The 
Wilson rancher and veteran 
commissioner keeps his eyes 
peeled for policy shifts or 
federal language that Grant 
would have caught.

“Fred taught the importance 
of procedures in meetings, how 

to read law, and to look for 
hidden statements in a decision 
that could destroy a permittee’s 
operation,” Hoagland said.

Grant was instrumental in 
building county government 
comprehensive land use plans 
to trigger coordination with 
federal agencies, such as the 
BLM, through the Federal 
Land Policy Act of 1976 
(FLPMA).

Owyhee County was one 
of the first governments to 
require the BLM to include 
local offi cials in public land 
decisions through coordination 
after the passage of the county’s 
fi rst comprehensive land use 
plan about 25 years ago.

A n d  t h r o u g h  t h a t 
coordination, Owyhee County 
was able to help keep the 
proposed  Boardman- to-
Hemingway 500-kilovolt 
electrical transmission line 
off private property in the 
county.

“He helped the county do 
a detailed comprehensive 

plan for both the county and 
the federal and state lands 
management that guides us 
today,” Hoagland said. “His 
knowledge on planning and 
its contribution to protecting 
our county’s custom, cultural 
and economic stability is his 
lasting contribution.”

The Owyhee Initiative 
was perhaps Grant’s most 
important work for Owyhee 
County residents, ranchers and 
recreationists.

W h e n  l o c a l s  b e c a m e 
concerned about rumblings 
that the Clinton administration 
planned to turn the Owyhee 
Canyonlands of Idaho into a 
national monument, Grant was 
again on the scene, building a 
consensus between livestock 
ranchers, conservationists and 
recreationist groups to work to 
preserve activities and ways of 
life in the Owyhee Wilderness 
b y,  a s  N e t t l e t o n  s a i d , 
hammering out “a compromise 
with environmental groups 
over wilderness and wild and 

scenic rivers.
“He had the respect and 

admiration of all public land 
advocates no matter which 
viewpoint they held,” Nettleton 
said. “If Owyhee County gave 
out its own Nobel Prize, he 
would be a sure winner.”

In part to recognize his role 
with the Owyhee Initiative 
Work Group, Fred and his late 
wife, Lodice, were named OCA 
Honorary Lifetime Members 
in 2006.

A f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f 
collaboration, the Owyhee 
Initiative was signed, and work 
began to turn it into law.

“Fred brought us together 
… He kept us together … He 
kept us all civil … He kept us 
on track,” Sedivy said. “He 
encouraged us to compromise 
without yielding our principles, 
and he wouldn’t let us walk 
away from what was, at times, 
a very trying process.”

Parts of the Initiative became 
law when President Obama 
signed the Omnibus Public 
Lands Act of 2009. 

“When other collaborative 
efforts across the U.S. and 
Idaho failed, the OI succeeded,” 
Sedivy said. “That’s because we 
had Fred Grant at the helm.”

But county offi cials, ranchers 
and others are still fi ghting to 
get other parts of the Initiative 
implemented today.

“For some reason, he took 
me under his wing and kept 
me informed on the issues as 
they arose prior to the Owyhee 

Initiative and all during that 
process,” Hoagland said. “I 
fi gured he needed someone to 
just unload on. 

“He always told those 
cattlemen in planning meetings, 
‘I can only get you a short 
reprieve before the feds take 
over and destroy your outfi t.’ 
Yet, we are still buying time 
because of his planning.”

Beyond his governmental 
savvy, Grant forged friendships 
with the men and women he 
fought alongside.

“On a personal note, he was 
a good friend who shared his 
wisdom with me on several 
occasions when I needed good 
advice,” Nettleton said. “I 
didn’t always agree with him, 
but I always respected his 
opinions and cherished his 
perspective.”

Hoagland had severa l 
meetings, dinners and days 
with Grant as he helped the 
county through various issues 
as a consultant.

“I do miss his phone calls 
over the years and feel pretty 
honored to have been a close 
confi dant for him,” Hoagland 
said.

Said Sedivy:
“Fred Grant was absolutely 

one of the most amazing 
people I’ve ever met, and I’m 
thankful and honored that I had 
an opportunity to work with 
him — and learn from him — 
throughout the whole Owyhee 
Initiative process.”

— JPB

“Fred Grant was absolutely one of the most amazing people I’ve ever met, and I’m thankful and 
honored that I had an opportunity to work with him — and learn from him — throughout the whole 
Owyhee Initiative process.”

— Bill Sedivy
Retired Idaho Rivers United executive director

“Fred taught the importance 
of procedures in meetings, 
how to read law, and to look 
for hidden statements in 
a decision that could destroy 
a permittee’s operation.”

— Jerry Hoagland
BOCC chair, Wilson rancher
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M.S. Spanish teacher 
transferring to HHS

The search is on for the next Homedale 
Elementary School principal.

Terri Vasquez will retire at the end of 
the school year, closing a 31-year career 
in education, district superintendent 
Rob Sauer confi rmed Thursday.

The board of trustees accepted 
Vasquez’s resignation during its March 
9 meeting.

“Her intent is to retire at the end of 
her contract at the end of the 2019-20 
school year,” Sauer said.

In her letter of resignation, the 
Adrian resident said she wanted to 
spend more time with her family, 
Sauer said.

Vasquez came from Fruitland High 
School to succeed Yvonne Ihli as the 
HES principal to start the 2012-13 
school year.

Sauer said the district already has 
posted the job opening, and applications 
will be accepted until April 2.

“We’re planning on interviewing 
the next week with a goal of taking 
a name to our April board meeting,” 
Sauer said.

The next school board meeting is 
Monday, April 13.

Correa moving to H.S.
Another personnel move could 

change the electives offerings at the 
middle school.

Longtime middle school physical 
education and Spanish culture teacher 

David Correa has been reassigned 
to teach Spanish at the high school 
beginning in August.

Correa’s move will fi ll the vacancy 
left by Clayton Hatfi eld’s resignation 
earlier this year.

“The high school is very excited to 
get someone of David Correa’s talents 
and abilities,” Sauer said. “It’s a great 
move for the high school.”

An opening for a middle school P.E. 
instructor has been posted. 

Whether the Spanish offerings 
continue depends on the certifi cations 
that the new hire will possess, Sauer 
said.

“And that becomes one of the 
challenges in the rural schools when 
you lose somebody in a  building or a 
district with multiple endorsements that 

impacts some of your offerings because 
they take those opportunities with 
them,” Sauer said. “Then it becomes 
dependent on what the new person has 
with their endorsements.”

• In another move affecting the high 
school, English teacher Susan King 
also tendered her resignation.

Sauer’s contract extended
Trustees voted to give Sauer a three-

year contract extension that leaves him 
in the superintendent position through 
the 2022-23 school year.

Sauer is completing his eighth 
year leading the district. He made 
$117,000 during the 2019-20 school 
year, according to records found on the 
school district website.

— JPB

Homedale Elementary principal to retire at year’s end

Trustees clear 
that they don’t 

want tax increase

Homedale High School 
is marking its 80th year of 
existence in 2020, even as 
the district board of trustees 
mulls the possibility of a bond 
election.

Spurred by requests from 
some district patrons, trustees 
fi rst discussed a bond election 
in February.

Superintendent Rob Sauer 
said no progress was made 
during the March meeting.

“There are no updates as 
of now,” he said. “We’re still 
waiting on cost estimates 
from (district architectural 
contractor) Design West.”

But the need for a bond may 
be there with offi cials preparing 
to build four classrooms at 
the elementary school and 
the aforementioned high 
school in need of Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
retrofi tting and overall updating 
in the 80-year-old portion of 
the complex. At present, the 
second fl oor of the main high 
school building features three 
classrooms and a computer lab, 
but if special needs students 
are enrolled, accommodations 
have to be made, Sauer said.

Property owners within the 
school district that straddles 
the Snake River and includes 
portions of both Owyhee and 
Canyon counties haven’t had 
to worry about a bond payment 
on their property tax bills since 
2017 when the Homedale 
Middle School bond was 
fulfi lled.

“The board has made it 
very clear that if we go down 

this road, they don’t want an 
increase in property taxes,” 
Sauer said.

Sauer said the board’s 
mandate means the district 
wouldn’t be able to try for its 
full bonding capacity, which is 
about $22 million at present. 
Staying under the bonding 
maximum could mean frugal 
planning if the bond idea 
advances.

But, Sauer said, unlike nearly 
25 years ago when the middle 
school construction bond 
passed, the State Department 
of Education now kicks in 
funding to help districts 
leverage their bond monies.

School trustees recently 
took their annual tour of the 
three schools to hear about 
infrastructure needs and get 
a fi rst-hand look at the state 
of education and the physical 
buildings in the Homedale 
district.

“This was Leslie Parker’s fi rst 
tour as a school board member 
and not as an employee,” Sauer 
said of the retired elementary 
school teacher who is now the 
Zone 2 trustee. 

“It was a great experience 
for her to see all three schools 
through the lens of a board 
member.”

Besides upgrades at both the 
high school and elementary 
school and new elementary 
classrooms, a bond could also 
finance a new all-weather 
athletic track at Deward Bell 
Stadium.

Years of neglect has left 
the running surface possibly 
beyond repair and in need of a 
complete replacement. Sauer 
said the estimated cost of a new 
track surface is $400,000.

School districts still have 
four shots at passing a bond or 

levy each year after the Idaho 
Legislature failed to act on an 
election consolidation proposal 
before sine die adjournment 
last week.

House Bill 393, of which 
District 23 Reps. Megan 
Blanksma and Christy Zito 
voted in favor, would remove 
March and August from the 
election calendar, requiring 
elections only to be held in 
May and/or November.

The bill cleared the House 
of Representatives by a 45-
20-5 vote on Feb. 28, but 
went nowhere in the Senate 
Education Committee after a 
fi rst reading and referral on 
March 3.

Another piece of legislation, 
House Bill 347, would have 
limited the repeat of a failed 
bond election to once every 
11 months. That bill was 
stuck in the Senate State 
Affairs Committee at sine die. 
Blanksma and Zito both voted 
in favor of the bill on Jan. 30, 
but no further action was taken 
after it was reported out of the 
House on Jan. 31.

Other school board news
Dis t r i c t  bu i ld ing  and 

transportation director Danny 
Aberasturi is coordinating the 
purchase of a new lawnmower 
for the middle school.

During its March 9 meeting, 
the board authorized Aberasturi 
to move forward with purchase. 
He had reported an estimated 
cost of between $14,000 and 
$17,000 for a new mower.

— JPB

Aging high school, crowded 
elementary spurs HSD bond talk

For FAST results...
try the

Classifieds!

All have takeout; 
some dining areas 
open — for now

While Boise restaurants have 
been reduced to takeout and/or 
drive-through, Homedale eat-
eries are still working out how 
they would operate.

• The Bowling Alley — The 
restaurant closed its dining room 
Monday and went to a takeout-
only policy in observance of 
health officials’ COVID-19 
social distancing guidelines.

The eatery on North 1st Street 
West offers a 10 percent dis-
count on takeout orders. Call 
(208) 337-3424 to order.

The bowling lanes have been 
closed, too.

• Charros — The Mexican 
restaurant located in the old 
Homedale Drive-in at the cor-
ner of North 3rd Street East and 
East Idaho Avenue is operating 
its drive-through window and 
accepting takeout orders.

Call (208) 919-8526 to place 
an order. The restaurant is open 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., on Saturday. It’s closed 
on Sunday.

• Del Rio — Manuel Ramos, 
the Mexican restaurant on 
North Main Street, still has his 
dining room open. But he said 
most of his business lately has 
been takeout. Order by calling 
(208) 337-4240.

• Frosty Palace — Melani 
Roesberry, the owner of the 
restaurant at the corner of 
East Idaho Avenue and South 
1st Street East, said the dining 
room will be open until further 
notice. Takeout and drive-

through options are available. 
Call (208) 337-3250 to order 
or for more information.

• Golden Ocean — The Chi-
nese restaurant on North Main 
Street still had its dining room 
open last week, but manage-
ment is closing this week for 
the ownership family’s annual 
vacation. Call (208) 337-4157 
for more information and 
updates once the restaurant 
reopens.

• Idaho Pizza Co. — The 
East Idaho restaurant was still 
offering its lunch buffet and 
dine-in opportunities heading 
into the weekend, but assis-
tant manager Ramona Bahem 
said the situation was fluid 
and things could change by 
the start of a new week. Call 
(208) 337-6222 for updates 
and information.

• Café Leku Moxie Java 
Bistro — Located at the cor-
ner of U.S. Highway 95 and 
Industrial Road, the restaurant 
offered all options – dine-in, 
takeout and drive-through – 
heading into the weekend.

“We’re cleaning like crazy,” 
owner Lori Badiola said.

Call (208) 337-5566 to place 
an order or get status updates.

• Subway — Sandwich 
shop owner Virginia Landa 
is encouraging call-in orders, 
although the dine-in option is 
still available. Call the restau-
rant at (208) 337-5777 to place 
an order. The drive-through is 
still open, and that also serves 
as the pick-up window for call-
in orders.

For now, the restaurant is 
keeping its usual hours (8 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.), but Landa said 
that may change if the situation 
warrants.                     — JPB

Social distancing 
alters how Homedale 
restaurants do business
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IMAGINE…
· NO MORE DRY ITCHY SKIN. 
NO DULL HAIR DUE TO HARD 
WATER.
· NO SPOTTING ON FAUCETS, 
FIXTURES, OR GLASS OR 
TILE SHOWERS.
·  CLOTHING – WHITES ARE 
WHITER, COLORS STAY 
BRIGHTER.
· AVERAGE FAMILY SAVES 
75% ON CLEANING BILL PER 
MONTH.

PRIME PLUMBING
FOR ALL OF YOUR PLUMBING 

SERVICE NEEDS!

$4000 Coupon!
Please Show Your Plumber 
Upon Service Date and Your 

Discount Will Be Applied.
(This Offer Is Not To Be Added With 

Any Additional Coupons/ Sales.)

314 S. 6th Avenue, Caldwell
(208) 899-1988

Curbside and home delivery for 
duration of crisis.Give us a call or 

message us on Facebook!
The Rubaiyat LLC - Books Games Art

Available for 
curbside pickup 

Monday-Saturday
10am - 6pm 
or next day 

delivery!

Weather
 H L Prec. 
March 17 59 33 .00  
March 18 58 36 .00 
March 19 51 25 .04  
March 20 60 25 .00  
March 21 62 36 .00 
March 22 64 31 .00 
March 23 62 29 .00  

Sauer also 
planning district, 
regional strategy

Even in the middle of Spring 
Break, Homedale School Dis-
trict superintendent Rob Sauer 
is hard at work planning for 
classes to resume — or not.

Sauer is immersed in for-
mulating the statewide effort 
to devise a contingency plan 
if the COVID-19 virus be-
comes more entrenched across 
Idaho.

Sauer is the president of 
the Region III association of 
school superintendents. Gov. 
Brad Little called last week 
to ask him to serve on the 
Governor’s K-12 Emergency 
Council.

“This group will support and 
advise the governor around 
policy and practice as it relates 
to K-12 and COVID-19,” 
Sauer said.

The task force met with a 
call-in session for the first 
time Thursday, and Sauer said 
online meetings — through 
the app ZOOM — are planned 
daily.

Sauer also led a call-in meet-
ing of the Region III superin-
tendents Thursday morning 
— all while juggling the needs 
on the Homedale homefront.

“There are just so many 
unknowns that maybe over 
the next week we’ll get more 

answers to,” he said.
The fi nal two days of what 

were supposed to be the last 
classroom time before Spring 
Break were still bustling at 
Homedale’s schools — even 
as the students were released 
early with tentative (if uncer-
tain) plans to resume after the 
spring vacation ended.

“The teachers in all three 
schools have spent the two 
days preparing for online 
learning and alternatives for 
those that don’t have access to 
online,” Sauer said.

Parent-teacher conferenc-
es were conducted via tele-
conference at the elementary 
school.

“It’s pretty quiet,” Sauer 
said. “We didn’t have a lot of 
participation in parent-teacher 
conferences this week.”

The superintendent admitted 
the lack of participation was 
expected.

Sauer said the district sent 
out a survey to parents to gauge 
which would need meals from 
the school district’s food ser-
vice program, which children 
needed device for online learn, 
and which families didn’t have 
internet access at home.

Meanwhile, the custodial 
staff was hard at work deep 
cleaning the schools. Bus driv-
ers completed deep cleaning 
on their vehicles last Wednes-
day.

SATs have been moved from 
April 14 to April 28 statewide, 
Sauer said.

“We’re willing to go on a 
week-to-week basis,” Sauer 
said of resuming classes. “If 
we need to revisit this every 
Friday or Thursday or when 
information is even more read-
ily available, we’re willing to 
do that.”

— JPB

HSD chief on Little’s virus panel

District devises meal plan
The Homedale School District plans to implement a 

meal service program similar to summer feeding now that 
students will be home until at least April 20.

Superintendent Rob Sauer said the meals would be 
available on the elementary school playground, 420 W. 
Washington Ave., as during the summer feeding program 
that usually begins in June.

“We’re trying to get a waiver from the state to allow 
for some home deliveries outside the city limits as well,” 
Sauer said. 

A Melba man could spend 
more than a month behind bars 
after his second drunk driving 
offense.

Ryan A. Zuber was sentenced 
on March 16 in the Murphy 
courtroom of Magistrate Shane 
Darrington.

Darrington gave Zuber credit 
for one day served in Owyhee 
County Jail after his Nov. 11 
arrest, but ordered the man to 
39 days confinement before 
suspending the balance of a 
six-month jail term.

Zuber’s driver’s license has 
been suspended for a year, and 
he was placed on supervised 
probation for two years.

The man also must pay 
$397.50 in fi nes and $625 in 

court costs.
Zuber was also sentenced for 

a misdemeanor driving without 
privileges charge levied on 
Nov. 22.

Owyhee County Prosecuting 
Attorney Jeffrey Phillips 
dropped a misdemeanor charge 
of inattentive or careless 
driving.

Zuber was convicted of 
misdemeanor DUI in Canyon 
County last year, three months 
after his arrest.

• A Homedale man was 
sentenced to eight days in jail 
after changing his plea to a 
misdemeanor driving under the 
infl uence charge.

Matthew J. Landa entered his 
plea on March 9, the same day 

Darrington imposed sentencing 
in a Murphy courtroom.

An Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
deputy arrested Landa on 
Dec. 14 on suspicion of drunk 
driving.

Darrington gave the man 
credit for one day he spent 
in jail before posting $500 
bond. 

The judge suspended 170 
days of a six-month jail 
sentence, leaving the balance 
of time to be served.

Landa also must serve two 
years unsupervised probation, 
and he had his driver’s license 
suspended for six months.

Darrington ordered $547.50 
in fi nes and $202.50 in court 
costs. 

Man jailed for second DUI since 2018

Power company works 
at becoming more effi cient

Idaho Power’s John Lewellen reconfi gures the wiring 
while replacing the light bulb on a power pole on East 
Idaho Avenue across from Homeale High School on 
Monday. Idaho Power will be replacing the existing bulbs 
with LED bulbs in Homedale, Marsing, and throughout 
the Treasure Valley.
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westvalleymedicalgroup.com

Karen Bean
FNP

David Sjostrand
FNP

Daniel Allen, DO
Supervising Physician

Wilder & Parma

Kristine Kingery
PA-C

Same-Day Appointments 
Health & Wellness Exams 

Flu Shots

THE RIGHT CARE
AT THE RIGHT TIME

The Clinic
at Parma 
(208) 722-5147
307 Grove Street

Monday through Friday 8AM to 5 PM

The Clinic 
at Wilder 
(208) 482-7430
124 5th Street

Monday through Friday 8 AM to 5 PM

Assisted living care for a loved one…
peace of mind for their family.

 
401 N 8th Street

Parma Idaho  83660
208-722-5496

 
Melissa Truesdell

Residential Care Administrator
Georgia Nelson, RN

Resident Care Manager

2 E Main St, Marsing, ID 83639
(208) 896-4182

Cafe & Lounge

Lunch & 
Dinner Daily

Prime Rib 
Friday

& Sat Nights

Breakfast Served 7 am 
Saturdays & Sundays

Food Delivery & Pick Up
Available - Give us a Call!

Courthouse report
March 16

Ryan A. Zuber, Melba — Misdemeanor driving under the 
infl uence, second offense (plea deal), misdemeanor driving 
without privileges: 180 days in jail (39 days to serve, 1 day 
served, 140 days suspended), 1 year driver’s license suspension, 
2 years supervised probation, $397.50 in fi nes, $625 in court 
costs. Dismissed by prosecuting attorney: Misdemeanor 
inattentive or careless driving

March 9
Matthew J. Landa, Homedale — Misdemeanor DUI: 180 

days in jail (2 days served, 8 days to serve, 170 days suspended), 
180 days driver’s license suspension, 2 years unsupervised 
probation, $547.50 in fi nes, $202.50 in court costs

March 8
Mark Allen Jestice, Mountain Mesa, Calif. — Misdemeanor 

motor carrier violation, false logbook, serious violation: $263.50 
in fi nes, $157.50 in court costs

March 6
Thomas Eugene Finch, Inglewood, Calif. — Misdemeanor 

motor carrier violation, false logbook, serious violation: $263.50 
in fi nes, $160.50 in court costs

March 4
David Chavez Jr., Homedale — Misdemeanor drug 

paraphernalia possession 2x (plea deal): 30 days in jail (13 days 
served, 17 days to serve), $695 in court costs. Dismissed by 
prosecuting attorney: Misdemeanor driving without privileges, 
drug paraphernalia possession

Yaroslav Driya, Sacramento, Calif. — Misdemeanor motor 
carrier violation, fail to stop at checking station or submit to 
inspection, grading or weighting: $118.50 in fi nes, $160.50 in 
court costs

Roy W. Taylor, Homedale — Misdemeanor trespassing on 
cultivated property (amended from misdemeanor unlawful 
entry): 90 days in jail (1 day served, 89 days suspended), 1 year 
unsupervised probation, $307.50 in court costs

In case anyone was wondering why there was 
a hot air balloon peeking up above rooftops 
Saturday, Homedale hot air balloon pilots Ron 
and Sue Cassidy are a couple steps closer to 
fi nding new heights with “Owyhee Heights.”

“The design of the balloon was Sue’s idea,” 
Ron said. “She used Adobe Capture (computer 
software) to determine the primary colors of 
the Owyhee Mountains. We are pleased with 
the results.”

Sue’s balloon, which Ron built in his 
Homedale workshop, underwent test infl ation 
Saturday in the Homedale area. It did not leave 
the ground.

Ron built the balloon, and obtained the 
basket, burner and fuel tanks from a hot air 
balloon manufacturer.

Ron says the balloon has a volume of 75,000 
cubic feet. Each of the 16 vertical panels or 
“gores” is 80 feet high.

The balloon consists of 256 individual pieces 
of fabric and took about 200 hours to build 
and sew.

— JPB

Sue Cassidy (left) and Ron Cassidy place Donna 
Fowler’s grandchildren in the basket of their 
balloon Saturday. The children include Charley 
Moser (left), Jonny Moser (obscured) and Mylo 
Moser, whom Ron is helping into the basket.

Balloon builder Ron Cassidy stands inside the balloon near the aircraft’s crown. Photos by 
Donna Fowler

Couple ground tests newest balloon
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While so many of people in 
Owyhee County, and beyond, 
are huddling close to home, 
local churches continue to 
reach out to parishioners. The 
environment may change, 
but the messages remain the 
same.

Available worship service 
includes:

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints — On 
March 12, church leadership 
ordered the cancellation of all 
services and church-related 
public gatherings. Call (208) 
337-3924 (Homedale) and 
(208) 896-4333 (Marsing).

Vision Community Cha-
pel — The church, located 
at 221 Main St., in Marsing, 
is still conducting services at 
10:30 a.m., each Sunday. Call 
(208) 989-3885.

Mountain View Church of 
the Nazarene — No services 
will be held in the church’s 
sanctuary at 26515 Ustick 
Rd.; however, worship can 
be viewed on its Facebook 
page at 10:30 a.m., each Sun-
day. Call (208) 337-3151. All 
classes and activities at the 
church are cancelled until fur-
ther notice.

Homedale Assembly of 
God — Like the Church of 
the Nazarene, Assembly of 
God will offer livestreaming 
of its services. You can fi nd 
the services online by search-
ing “Homedale AG” on You-
Tube. This livestream is avail-

able at 10:45 a.m., each Sun-
day. Church leadership will 
decide if that service needs 
to be extended. The church 
is located at 15 W. Montana, 
in Homedale. Call (208) 412-
2946.

 Homedale Calvary Fel-
lowship — The church will 
continue to hold its regular 
services, but offi cials request 
that anyone who is not feel-
ing well, or is around others 
who are sick to remain home 
and follow services online on 
its Facebook page. Worship is 
at 10 a.m., each Sunday. The 
church is located at 711 W. 
Idaho Ave., in Homedale and 
can be reached at (208) 266-
3500.

Homedale Friends Com-
munity Church — Worship 
will be available via Facebook 
Live at 10:45 a.m. on Sundays 
until further notice. To par-
ticipate, folks must ask to join 
the HFCC Facebook group. 
All group meetings will be 
unavailable during this time. 
The church is located at 17434 
U.S. Highway 95 and can be 
reached at (208) 337-3464.

First Presbyterian Church 
of Homedale — All services 
are cancelled until further no-
tice. Sermons can be viewed 
on the church’s YouTube 
channel. The church is lo-
cated at 320 N. 6th St. W., in 
Homedale and can be reached 
at (208) 473-9331.

— TK

Churches adapt 
to social distancing

Online worship takes root 
on YouTube, Facebook

Marsing’s food service es-
tablishments are doing what 
they can to accommodate lo-
cal customers as they adapt to 
changes with public gathering 
policies.

Alejandra’s — The Mexi-
can food restaurant’s dining 
room remains open, and to-go 
orders are being taken. The 
restaurant is located at 208 
W. Main St. Call (208) 896-
5339.

OC Coffee — The coffee 
shop’s dining room remains 
open and has a seating ca-
pacity of 10. There is also a 
drive-through window avail-
able. Hours remain the same: 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m., on Saturday.

Pair-A-Dice Café & 
Lounge — The Marsing es-
tablishment’s dining room re-
mains open and the restaurant 
also offers delivery. Curbside 

service is also being offered 
for those who call ahead. Pair-
A-Dice is located at 2 E. Main 
St., in Marsing. Call (208) 
896-4182.

The Spot — Staff at the 
Marsing restaurant will deliv-
er food out to customers’ ve-
hicles if they call ahead. The 
dining room is staying open. 
Call (208) 896-5055.

Subway — Employees at 
the sandwich shop in Mars-
ing will provide curbside de-
livery if patrons call ahead 
with their orders. There is no 
drive-through at the restau-
rant located at the corner of 8th 
Avenue West and Main Street. 
Call (208) 896-5525.

The Whitehouse Drive Inn 
— The longtime Main Street 
eatery is still open for dine-in 
options, but owner Janie Niel-
son said customers can call 
ahead and pick up their orders 
at the drive-through window.

Nielson said employees 
are sanitizing and using Lys-
ol more than in the past, but 
sanitization has always been a 
priority.

“We try and spray down the 
tables and chairs each time 
and wipe them clean,” Niel-
son said. “Our rags always sit 
in sanitizer.”

The restaurant is also offer-
ing delivery to local customers 
considered at a higher risk to 
be affected by the virus (folks 
over 60 and those with com-
promised immune systems).

Call the restaurant at (208) 
896-4130 to place an order.

Nielson added that the res-
taurant will be closed from 
April 1 to April 4 as new 
Owyhee County-area owners 
take over. On April 5-6, only 
the drive-through window 
will be open as the dining 
room gets a new paint job.

— TK and JPB

Differing dining policies in Marsing

Only about half 
of students have 
internet at home

Marsing School District is 
joining districts everywhere 
as they race to try to accom-
modate the needs of its stu-
dents and the community as a 
whole.

Now that timetable to plan 
for meeting needs has extend-
ed to at least April 20.

Prior to Monday’s State 
Board of Education’s soft clo-
sure order, Marsing district staff 
had met and put together edu-
cational packets for students to 
cover a period up to two weeks 
beyond spring break.

Now, it appears a longer 
plan is necessary. And Mars-
ing staff will meet again to 
discuss composing additional 
materials, likely in two-week 
increments of instruction.

Now that spring break has 
stretched into a soft closure, 
staff will be required to keep 
offi ce hours. They will need to 
be available by phone, email, 
and online, through services 
like Google Classroom or 
Zoom, to meet students’ edu-
cational needs.

Parents and students will 
have access to staff virtually. 
No actual face-to-face inter-

action will be allowed.
“We’re looking into being 

able to provide other means 
to deliver services,” Stewart 
said. “I know other school 
districts are using online de-
livery, but only about half of 
our students have internet ac-
cess at home.

“People think, ‘Why not 
just go to the library?’ The li-
braries are closed. You can’t 
go there.”

Stewart also noted that In-
dividualized Education Pro-
gram (IEP) or English as a 
Second Language (ESL) re-
quirements must still be met. 
Marsing staffers have been 
asked to provide enrolled stu-
dents with those services in 
their educational packets. 

The school district is also 
doing what it can to continue 
to feed students and families 
during the closure.

The HUB, 205 8th Ave. W., 
in Marsing, has expanded its 
availability by two hours and 
is now open form 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., each Wednesday to give 
families more time to take ad-
vantage of the food pantry.

Cones are set up outside the 
building for families to park, 
and food boxes will be deliv-
ered to their vehicles.

“This will minimize ex-
posure between community 
members and from commu-

nity members to volunteers,” 
Stewart said. “Until further 
notice, it is the only option.”

Normally, the food pantry 
would not open while school 
is on break, but it will be open 
today to accommodate fami-
lies’ needs.

Marsing is transitioning 
to a program in which meals 
are delivered to school-aged 
children at multiple locations. 
The meals are being deliv-
ered to Marsing City Park, 
the Marsing Labor Camp, the 
junior/senior high school, and 
an area outside the Marsing-
Homedale Cemetery, near 
Cemetery and Hogg roads.

Stewart said that families in 
the school district were called 
individually to check if there 
was a need beyond spring 
break for meals.

The school district will be 
using a school bus route deliv-
ery system to bring two meals 
a day for all school-aged chil-
dren. A two-day supply will 
be provided for every school-
aged child, and deliveries will 
be made on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.

The Husky Pups Preschool, 
inside The HUB, is also closed 
until at least April 20.

Western Idaho Community 
Action Partnership (WICAP) 
Head Start is closed until no 
sooner than April 3.     — TK

Marsing schools’ connectivity gap

We’re proud of our
Heritage!

1st
Owyhee County is the first county 
to be established in the State of 
Idaho.

1st
The Owyhee Avalanche was the 
first newspaper in the Idaho Ter-
ritory to have access to telegraph 
service.

1st
The Owyhee Avalanche was the 
first daily newspaper in the Idaho 
Territory.

P.O. Box 97 • Homedale, Idaho 83628

Established 1865
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Looking back...
from the fi les of The Owyhee Avalanche and Owyhee Chronicle

50 years ago25 years ago 145 years ago

March 29, 1995

Silver City road offers opportunity to get stuck
Despite a large sign clearly reading ‘Road Closed’ 

at least three different cars went past the signs and 
got stuck on the road to Silver City.

One car was driven by a young couple with two 
small children in ballet slippers and tutus. Their car 
will remain on the mountain until spring.

Another family was driving a compact car.
The third car was driven by two individuals and a 

child in shorts with no shoes.
None of the people had proper vehicles, tire chains, 

shovels, tow ropes, jacks, proper clothing, food, or 
any emergency equipment at all.

It’s lucky they didn’t freeze to death, said Owyhee 
County Sheriff Tim Nettleton. While it might seem 
bizarre that people that are underdressed and without 
the proper equipment or vehicle would deliberately 
pass a ‘Road Closed’ sign in the cold and snowy 
mountains.

Marsing still waiting for permit to drill
Marsing city councilman Harvey Grimme said the 

town is still waiting for a permit to drill another well 
to bolster the town’s water supply.

Currently, the town is crippling along with the 
system it has, and hoping to receive the permit from 
the Department of Environmental Quality as soon as 
possible to drill another well.

The city’s engineering fi rm — Holladay Engineers — 
said the permit was fi led for at DEQ under emergency 
application status at least three weeks ago, yet a permit 
or a response has not yet been received by the city.

Marsing city clerk Janice Bicandi said she doesn’t 
know when they will receive the permit.

Until DEQ acts the town will have to manage on 
the water system they have.

4-H Gems give demonstrations
Demonstrations by Erin Fromm and Amy 

VanWassenhove highlighted the last meeting of the 
Owyhee Gems 4-H Club, which was attended by 27 
members March 20 at the Owyhee County Extension 
Offi ce in Marsing.

Fromm’s demonstration was on the many types 
of lamb breeds, and VanWassenhove’s was on hog 
by-products.

Members also elected VanWassenhove as the new 
treasurer and discussed the club’s upcoming activities 
and projects, which include building hog and lamb 
waterers at the fairgrounds and making fi eld trips to 
local lamb and hog producers.

Caleb Showalter led the American pledge, and Ben 
Ineck led the 4-H pledge.

Homedale Trojans take swing at golf
Homedale High School offers a new sport this 

spring: Golf.
Although the sport isn’t offi cially sanctioned or 

funded by the school, four students have nevertheless 
formed a team and found themselves a volunteer 
coach, Kris Hopkins.

The team had its fi rst tournament in Weiser Tuesday, 
March 21, a very cold, very wet afternoon.

Gavin Parker was the lone Homedale golfer to 
register for varsity play, and he came out with a 
45 — right in the middle of the pack, according 
to Hopkins. John Cook, Seth Uhlenkott and Adam 
Duckett all competed at the junior-varsity level, but 
that may soon change.

March 26, 1970

ALAN ECHEVERRIA plays the role of Huckleber-
ry Finn and Craig Curtis as Tom Sawyer in the “Tom 
Sawyer” play production to be presented April 4.

Ministerial Association plans Good Friday service
A Good Friday worship service will be held at 8 

p.m. Friday evening in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Homedale.

This service is being sponsored by the Homedale 
Ministerial Association. It will consist of appropriate 
scripture reading and the presentation of sacred 
music.

Laymen reading the scripture will be Bill Watson, 
Orie Bassett, Edwin Stansell and Everett Van Slyke.

The combined choir representing fi ve churches are: 
Kathy Parrill, Margie Parrill, Mary Lou Kellum, Ralph 
Matteson, Bryce Peterson, Doran Parkins, Kay Parkins, 
Lois Cole, Dave Phelps, Donna Tolmie, Rob Troxel, 
Sally Cantrall, Ellen Van Slyke, Gerald Little, Debra 
McPherson, Noreen Kellum and Virginia Phelps.

Mrs. Bonnie Jemmett is the choir director, and Mrs. 
Judy Phelps is the accompanist.

Participating ministers will be the Revs. Sam Cooper, 
Clare Willcuts, Wayne Cutshall and Ed Alora.

Monday meeting set to chart cleanup effort
Representatives of various groups participating in 

the clean-up campaign will meet Monday, March 23, 
at the city hall, according to Mrs. Joyce Blackman, 
city clerk.

Andy Warfi eld is chairman, and others include 
Father Francis A. Peterson, churches; Ronnie Roland, 
Chamber of Commerce; Dick Davies, Kiwanis club; 
and Mrs. Blackman, sororities.

The group plans to map out areas needing attention 
and asks for help and suggestions from everyone to 
make the forthcoming campaign a success.

Homedale Locals
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Breshears, who have been 

living in Texas, returned to Idaho Saturday night and 
will visit their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Lee 
until they fi nd a new location.

Mrs. Gladys Matteson entertained the Wi-Ho 
supper club at her home Saturday evening. Guests 
were from Wilder and Homedale. Mr. and Mrs. 
Clare Willcuts drove to Richland, Wash., to get 
their three granddaughters, children of their son, 
Arnold Willcuts, who will spend this week here and 
at Nampa.

March 27, 1875

(From Monday’s Daily)
Some of our young folks in Silver City have hit 

upon a new way of courting. When the houses are in 
sight of each other, the young lady goes to the window 
and, breathing on the glass, indites epistles which are 
read and responded to in a similar manner from over 
the way by her lover. This is courting on homeopathic 
principles. We are stupid enough to agree with the 
veteran dame who liked the “old way the best.”

PASSENGERS COMING.—
Jno. Woodward and Jno. O’Neil left Winnemucca 

for Silver City by Saturday’s stage, and A.H. Robie 
and Mr. Cook were the passengers by Sunday’s stage. 
No passengers left Winnemucca for Silver City this 
morning.

MERCHANTS and business men will remember 
that we execute all kinds of job-printing, circulars, 
bill-heads etc. at the AVALANCHE offi ce. Be sure 
and give us a call if you need anything in this line.

It is said that a big dose of strychnine is an antidote 
for alcohol and will make a drunken man sober in 
a few minutes. We wouldn’t advise topers to try 
it, however, unless they are in a hurry to hustle 
themselves into eternity.

(From Thursday’s Daily)
A Hunting Expedition

This morning a set of as jolly looking pirates as 
ever banded themselves together left town on a 
hunting expedition to the Cow Creek Lakes, with the 
intention of being absent about two weeks. The party 
consisted of Ben. Davis, Dick Pucket, Jack Stuker, 
Rus. Carter, Frank Hunt and Bill Gabriel who drove 
the team. Arrayed in their hunting rigs, with double-
barreled shot guns on their shoulders and pistols and 
Bowie knives in their belts, they forcibly reminded 
us of the old Italian brigands that we read about. If 
the Winnemucca stage doesn’t arrive tonight, people 
will know what the matter is. Russ Carter took along 
10 pounds of powder and 150 pounds of shot. Their 
commissary is reported to consist of the following 
articles: Five gallons whisky; 3lbs crackers; 5 gals. 
whisky; 1 can lard; 3 gals. whisky; 1 kit mackerel; 
2 gals. whisky; 15 lbs. tobacco; 1000 cigars and one 
gross of matches. We hope they will succeed in having 
a good time rusticating, bag plenty of game and all 
get back home “right side up with care.”

SOME odd and curious things are sometimes sent 
through the mails. Not long ago a package containing 
six rattlesnakes found its way to the dead letter offi ce 
at Washington. And now comes a box of Sour-Krout 
which an up-town young man received from his lady 
love through the post offi ce here last night. It will most 
likely be followed by a dose of Limburger cheese.

A GOOD photographer would be kept busy and 
make plenty of money in Silver City the year round. 
The conditions of the atmosphere etc. are of the most 
favorable character and we have often wondered why 
a fi rst-class artist did not locate here. According to its 
population, this camp would patronize a photograph 
gallery more than any other community in the 
world. People here not only want pictures to keep 
themselves, but they also want them in large numbers 
to send to friends abroad.
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Commentary

On the 
edge of 
common sense

Baxter Black, DVM

— See Transportation, Page 17

From Washington

U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo
Republican (term expires 2022)

Local offi ce
251 E. Front St., Ste. 205
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1776
Fax — (208) 334-9044
Washington, D.C., offi ce
239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-6142 
Fax — (202) 228-1375
E-mail — http://crapo.senate.
gov/contact/email.cfm
Committee assignments — Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs (chair); Finance; and Budget
Chief deputy whip

From the Statehouse
Gov. Brad Little

Butch 
and Chope

Butch has a theory about hardcore born-to-rope 
ropers; as soon as they build a loop and take one 
swing, it kicks their brain out of gear.

To demonstrate how this theory works he told me 
about a friend of his. We’ll call him “Chope,” for 
short.

Butch was runnin’ a ranch in the wilds of New 
Mexico east of Las Vegas. He’d bought a set of 
braymer bulls to put on his braymer cross cows and 
one of the bulls had turned out to be a bad actor. He’d 
shornuf do some damage if you cornered him.

It came time to pull the bulls. They gathered ’em 
in a corral along with whatever cows came along. 
As they were workin’ the cows out the gate, one of 
the bulls kept tryin’ to escape. It was that shornuf 
bad bull. 

Chope was horseback watchin’ the gate. The third 
time the bull tried to slip out, Chope, who was tied 
hard and fast, slapped a loop on him.

The bull turned and thundered back across the 
corral. Chope pitched the slack and was tryin’ to 
square his horse around when the bull hit the end of 
the line. All 1,400 pounds of him.

Chope’s horse had only got halfway around and was 
sideways to the bull when the slack ran out. He was 
slammed to the ground! Butch said he could see that 
nylon rope stretch an extra fi ve feet as the bull was 
lifted off his front quarters till he looked like Trigger. 
At that same moment, he heard a sound like Mickey 
Mantle drivin’ one over the centerfi eld fence. The 
saddle horn had broken off!

The rope with saddle horn attached cracked like a 
whip and lashed straight for a horse tied to the fence. 
It just missed a dismounted cowboy and coiled around 
the horse’s pommel and saddle horn. The tail with 
Chope’s horn still attached whopped the horse’s butt. 
The horse bucked loose, breakin’ his reins, and the 
bull galloped off draggin’ the line.

Butch looked back to see Chope madly tyin’ another 
rope to his saddle through the gullet.

“Whattya doin’?” Butch asked.
“I’m gonna rope him and get my rope back,” Chope 

answered.
Butch stared at him. His broken saddle sat cockeyed, 

his hat was gone. His poor horse was shakin’ like a 
front-row spectator at a rock and roll concert. You 
could almost hear his ears ringin’. It was like Chope 
was lashing him to a harpoon.

Butch placed his hand over Chope’s and said, “Let’s 
think about this a minute ... nobody’s dead yet.”

— Visit Baxter’s Web site at www.baxterblack.com 
for more features and to purchase Baxter Black books, 
CDs and DVDs. His latest book is “A Commotion 
in Rhyme.” When you order the new book, be sure 
to tell them you learned about it in The Owyhee 
Avalanche. 

I’ve been talking to many Idahoans about the 2019 
novel coronavirus. Everyone has an opinion, and 
most people are doing their best to stay healthy and 
prevent others from getting sick.

The situation with coronavirus is changing hourly, 
and history will remember our reaction to it. I want 
history to remember that Idahoans were there for 
each other during this very challenging and uncertain 
time.

Let’s be mindful of our neighbors and thoughtful 
of our actions. If your neighbor is in the vulnerable 
population — the elderly or health-compromised — 
ask them how you can help. If you know a healthcare 
or public safety worker who needs childcare or help 
taking care of things at home, reach out to them. We 
absolutely need to maintain a strong healthcare and 
public safety workforce right now.

Individuals should not hoard groceries and 
household products. America’s supply chain is the 
strongest in the world. Grocery stores will stay open 
and will be continually restocked. Shop for your 
needs and no more. You are potentially harming your 
neighbors when you take more than you need.

I applaud Idaho businesses, which are being as 
fl exible as possible with their workers at this time. 
State and federal emergency funds are available to 
help businesses deal with unexpected losses. I want 
businesses to communicate their challenges to my 
offi ce so we can work through it together.

Most people will not contract coronavirus, and 
the majority of those who do will experience mild 

symptoms. Our focus is two-fold: to prevent spread 
of coronavirus to the elderly and health-compromised 
— who can get seriously ill from coronavirus — 
and to preserve capacity in our healthcare facilities. 
If we don’t all do our part to control the spread of 
coronavirus to the vulnerable population, then our 
healthcare facilities will be overrun with too many 
patients in a short period of time. That’s precisely 
what we’re trying to avoid through all these 
preventative steps.

Idaho and public health officials have been 
preparing for coronavirus since January when the fi rst 
case was confi rmed in the United States. Our public 
health system and healthcare system is strong. It is 
not perfect, and every day we are improving access 
to coronavirus testing and getting closer to a vaccine. 
But we are far better off here than elsewhere in the 
world, and we need to be grateful for that.

My fellow Idahoans, let’s keep everything in 
perspective and take a deep breath. Keep doing your 
part — listen to our public health experts about what 
to do and, most of all, “love thy neighbor.”

History will remember how we dealt with 
coronavirus. Let’s make sure future generations use 
it as a model for calm and compassion in a time of 
uncertainty.

 — Brad Little (R-Emmett) is in his fi rst term as 
Idaho governor. He previously served 10 years as 
lieutenant governor and was a state senator for 
nearly eight years.

Conduct now will infl uence 
our reaction to future crises

The Senate Banking Committee recently held a 
hearing on the reauthorization of the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, which expires 
at the end of September. The FAST Act provides 
long-term funding certainty for public transportation 
agencies across the country; funding that goes toward 
capital purchases and operations of the systems, and 
ultimately promotes safety, mobility and economic 
opportunity. 

Public transportation plays a key role in our nation’s 
economy. There are more than 430,000 workers 
employed in public transportation in the United States, 
and transit provides approximately 33 million trips 
every workday, taking many Americans to and from 
work, school and medical appointments. Although 
people typically think of public transportation as 
large, urban transportation systems, such as subways, 
transit is a critical lifeline to many rural communities 
as well. For example, in Idaho, where fi xed-route bus 
service plays an important role in the more urban areas 
like Boise, non-emergency medical transportation is 
critical to the health and well-being of many elderly 
and disabled Idahoans, and tribal transit provides 
connectivity opportunities for the Coeur d’Alene, 
Nez Perce and Shoshone-Bannock tribes. 

During this public hearing, there was an appropriately 

large emphasis on the fact that we are facing yet 
another surface transportation reauthorization where 
the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund is the most 
signifi cant issue that needs to be addressed in order to 
advance a comprehensive, long-term reauthorization 
bill. The Highway Trust Fund was originally intended 

Banking Committee works to move 
public transportation systems forward
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Dear Dave,
Should you still pay debts 

that are in collections, even if 
they have been dropped from 
your credit report? The one in 
question is from 2011, and I 
assume it isn’t showing on the 
credit report anymore because 
it’s nine years old. 

— Sam

Dear Sam,
There are two good reasons to 

go back and deal with this debt. 
One, even if it’s off your credit 
report, you may still legally owe 
the money. Even if the statute of 
limitations has run its course, 
things like this have a habit of 
popping up and causing prob-
lems at the worst possible times. 
About the time you decide to 
buy a home, this is liable to raise 

its head again and mess things 
up. So, the fact that something 
doesn’t appear on a credit report 
doesn’t mean you’re not legally 
liable, or that they won’t bother 
you about it later.

The second thing to think 
about is a simple matter of fact 
— you owe the money. Regard-
less of what the legal system or 
credit report says, you morally 
owe the money. I’d contact the 
creditor, and begin negotiations 
to settle the debt. You might 
be able to reach an agreement 
where they’d accept less than 
the original amount owed. Re-
gardless, get any type of settle-
ment offer in writing. That way, 
you’re truly cleaning up your life 
and getting rid of any fi nancial 
skeletons in your closet!

— Dave    

Dear Dave,
I recently found out my for-

mer employer never stopped 
contributing to my health sav-
ings account (HSA). Apparent-

ly, this has been going on for 
about nine months, and they 
just sent me a form to sign so 
they can get the overpayment 
back. The amount totals a little 
over $1,000, so should I sign 
the papers or is there another 
way to handle this?

— Ellie

Dear Ellie,
You know, if I were as in-

competent as your former em-
ployer, I’d be too embarrassed 
to ask for the money back. But 
hey, the point is it’s not your 
money. Sign the forms, and 
let them take the money out. 
Keep an eye on your HSA 
balance, though, and make 
sure they take out only amount 
they overpaid — not one penny 
more or less.

Keep it simple, Ellie. You 
didn’t earn this money, and 
it wasn’t expected or agreed 
upon. It was a mistake, so just 
do the right thing. 

Control the scenario, and 
stay on top of this situation 
until everything is resolved 
correctly. 

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is CEO 
of Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by more 
than 16 million listeners each 
week on 600 radio stations 
and multiple digital platforms. 
Follow Dave on the web at 
daveramsey.com and on Twit-
ter at @DaveRamsey. 

Commentary
Financial management

√ Transportation: Questions include mobility for aging rural population
From Page 16

District 23 legislators
Terms expire 2020

Sen. Bert Brackett (R-Rogerson)
48331 Three Creek Highway
Rogerson, ID 83302
Phone — (208) 857-2217
E-mail — bbrackett@senate.idaho.gov

Seat A Rep. Christy Zito (R-Hammett)
P.O. Box 61
Hammett, ID 83627
Phone — (208) 590-4633
E-mail — czito@house.idaho.gov

Seat B Rep. Megan Blanksma
(R-Hammett)
House majority caucus chair

595 W. Thacker Road
Hammett, ID 83627
Phone — (208) 366-7976
E-mail — mblanksma@house.idaho.gov

County commissioners
Jerry Hoagland, District 1 (R-Wilson)

Chairman
Phone — (208) 318-8308
Term expires 2020

Kelly Aberasturi, District 2 (R-Homedale)
Phone — (208) 249-4405
E-mail — kraberasturi@yahoo.com
Term expires 2020

Joe Merrick, District 3 (R-Grand View)
Phone — (208) 834-2641
E-mail —jvmerrick@hotmail.com
Term expires 2022

Mailing address
P.O. Box 128, Murphy, ID 83650

Municipalities
Homedale City Hall

31 W. Wyoming Ave.
(208) 337-4641
Mayor — Gheen Christoffersen

City council — Mike Aebischer, Jerry 
Anderson, Steve Atkins, and Aaron Tines
Meetings — 6 p.m., on second Wednesday

Marsing City Hall
425 Main St.
(208) 896-4122
Mayor — Chad Sevy
City council — Chris Even, Marie Herman, 
Tony Malmberg, and Rachael Percifi eld
Meetings — 7 p.m., on second Wednesday

Grand View City Hall
425 Boise Ave.
(208) 834-2700 
Open noon to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
Mayor — Danny Martinez
City council — John Morrison, Tom Payne, 
Jon Pennington and Opal Ward
Meetings — 6 p.m., on second Wednesday

Contacting elected offi cials

DAVE Says

Old debt is still there even if it’s not on credit report

to be funded with federal gas and diesel taxes. 
However, since 1993, Congress has chosen to transfer 
general fund money into the Highway Trust Fund to 
pay for reauthorization bills. The highway account 
required a $52.8 billion general fund transfer to pay 
for the FAST Act, and the transit portion of the FAST 
Act required an $18.1 billion general fund infusion; 
these numbers will only continue to grow if we do 
not address the underlying solvency. 

There have also been many changes to the mobility 
landscape since the last reauthorization, such as the 
rise of on-demand service, transitions to electric 
vehicles and deployment of autonomous technologies 
that should be addressed in a comprehensive long-
term bill. 

Traditional fixed-route transit service is an 
essential backbone for comprehensive transportation 
networks. However, there have been numerous 

technological advances that can enable a higher 
quality of service at a lower cost that agencies should 
consider. Transit agencies should incorporate these 
technologies to complement fixed-route service 
outside of service hours, to provide non-emergency 
medical transportation, to bring riders to or from 
fi xed-route service to their fi nal destinations, and 
to modernize fare payment collection, just to name 
a few.

Federal policies should provide more certainty to 
transit agencies by addressing statutory and regulatory 
burdens in order to invite more innovation into the 
transit industry. Federal policies should encourage 
business-like operations of transit systems. This 
includes streamlining effi ciencies, assessing current 
service with needs, maintaining assets in a state of 
good repair, leveraging resources for procurements, 
and seeking out partnerships with the private sector 
where appropriate.

Public transportation is an area of our Committee 
which is historically known for having overwhelming 
bipartisan support. I intend to continue this bipartisan 
tradition as we seek to balance the needs of bus and 
rail, urban and rural systems across the country. A 
long-term reauthorization bill is critical to providing 
the certainty and stability that transit agencies, 
cities and states across the country need to make 
responsible transportation planning decisions. While 
there are many challenges ahead, it is possible for the 
Banking Committee to produce a long-term, fi scally 
responsible reauthorization bill that can garner broad 
bipartisan support.

— Republican Mike Crapo is Idaho’s senior 
member of the U. S. Senate. He is in his fourth six-
year term and has served in the Senate since 1999. 
Prior to that, he was a three-term Idaho Second 
District congressman.
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Public notices
NOTICE OF PENDING 
ISSUE OF TAX DEED

Y O U  A R E  H E R E B Y 
NOTIFIED, AS FOLLOWS:  That 
a delinquent entry was entered as 
of January 1, 2015, in the records 
of the County Treasurer as Tax 
Collector of Owyhee County, 
State of Idaho, for the following 
properties:

Parcel RPB0020013009A
Citi Mortgage INC
220 1ST ST.
Marsing, ID 83639
Property known as LOTS 

9-12 BLOCK 13,  or  more 
commonly known as, 220 1st St, 
City of Marsing, Owyhee County, 
Idaho

Tax:     $411.35
Late Charge:  $    8.22
Interest:     $208.70
Costs:     $225.0**
TOTAL     $853.31
Parcel RPB02600020010
Tim & Camelia Renz
924 Franklin St
Marsing, ID 83639
Property known LOT 1 

BLOCK 2 Bosma Sub 2 33 3N 
4W,City of Marsing or more 
commonly known as, 924 Franklin 
St, City

of Marsing, Owyhee County, 
Idaho

Tax:      $389.64
Late Charge:  $    7.79
Interest:      $197.69
Costs:      $224.67**
TOTAL      $819.79

**Pursuant to Idaho Code §63-
1005 (3), amounts will increase as 
additional cost and fees in the tax 
deed process are added.

Y O U  A R E  F U RT H E R 
NOTIFIED, that if said delinquent 
entry is not redeemed on or before 
April 27, 2020, by payment 
of said unpaid taxes together 
with late charge, interest and all 
unpaid costs and expenses up to 
the date of said payment at my 
offi ce as Tax Collector, Owyhee 
County Courthouse, Murphy, 
ID, I shall thereupon, as required 
by law, make application to the 
Board of County Commissioners 
of Owyhee County, State of 
Idaho, for a hearing to be held 
on April 27, 2020, or as soon 
thereafter as said application 
can be heard at the Owyhee 
County Courthouse, Murphy, 
Idaho, for tax deed conveying 
the above described property to 
OWYHEE COUNTY, State 
of Idaho , absolute title, free of 
all encumbrances, except any 
lien for taxes which may have 
attached subsequently to the 
assessment hereinafter referred 
to.  YOU ARE FURTHER 
NOTIFIED, that the record 
owner or owners or any party of 
interest as defi ned by §63-1005, 
Idaho Code, may appear in person 
or by counsel, and if appearing, 
shall have adequate opportunity 
to be heard for the purpose of 
protesting the procedures used 
in taking this tax deed.  NO 
OTHER TYPE OF PROTEST 
WILL BE HEARD.  YOU 
ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED, 
that inquiries and objections 
concerning this notice of the 
information contained therein 
shall be directed to the OWYHEE 
COUNTY TREASURER at 
20381 State Highway 78, Murphy, 
ID 83650; or by calling (208) 495-
1158 no later than fi ve (5) working 
days before the hearing date. 

Dated this 28th day of February, 
2020.

Annette Dygert
COUNTY TREASURER 

a n d  E X - O F F I C I O  TA X 
COLLECTOR FOR OWYHEE 
COUNTY, IDAHO

3/4,11,18,25/2020

CITY OF HOMEDALE
NOTICE UNDER THE 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT

Following the requirements 
of Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
the City of Homedale will not 
discriminate against qualifi ed 
individuals with disabilities 
based on disability in its services, 
programs, or activities.

Employment: The City of 
Homedale does not discriminate 
based on disability in its hiring or 
employment practices and complies 
with all regulations promulgated 
by the U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission under 
Title I of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA).

Effective Communication: The 
City of Homedale will generally, 
upon request, provide appropriate 
aids and services leading to 
effective communication for 
qualifi ed persons with disabilities 
so they can participate equally 
in its programs, services, and 
activities, including qualified 
sign language interpreters, 
documents in Braille, and other 
ways of making information and 
communications accessible to 
people who have speech, hearing, 
or vision impairments.

Modifications to Policies 
and Procedures: The City of 
Homedale will make all reasonable 
modifications to policies and 
programs to ensure that people 
with disabilities have an equal 
opportunity to enjoy all its 
programs, services, and activities.  
For example, individuals with 
service animals are welcomed 
in City of Homedale offices, 
even where pets are generally 
prohibited.

Anyone who requires an 
auxiliary aid or service for 
effective communication, or 
a modification of policies or 
procedures to participate in a City 
of Homedale program, service, or 
activity, should contact the offi ce 
of Alice Pegram, Homedale’s 
ADA Coordinator as soon as 
possible but no later than 48 hours 
before the scheduled event.

The ADA does not require the 
City of Homedale to take any 
action that would fundamentally 
alter the nature of its programs 
or services or impose an undue 
financial or administrative 
burden.

If  you believe a City of 
Homedale program, service, 
or activity is not accessible to 
persons with disabilities, please 
direct your concerns to Alice 
Pegram at (208) 337-4671 or 
TDD

The City of Homedale will not 
place a surcharge on a particular 
individual with a disability or 
any group of individuals with 
disabilities to cover the cost of 
providing auxiliary aids/services 
or reasonable modifications of 
policy, such as retrieving items 
from locations that are open to 
the public but are not accessible to 
persons who use wheelchairs.

Se le puede proveer esta 
notificación en un formato 
accesible para las personas 
discapacidades y/o personas 
con conocimientos limitados del 
inglés a pedido.

03/25/2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
FIREHOUSE LAWN CARE 

MAINTENANCE
The Grand View Rural Fire 

District will receive written bids 
for lawn care maintenance to 
the Grand View firehouse in 
accordance with the following 

specifi cations:
1. Provide all equipment and 

labor required to keep the fi rehouse 
grounds I well-manicured at least 
once a week and no more than 
every 10 days:

a. Remove trash and debris on 
fi rehouse grounds

b. Mow all grass and string trim 
all edges

c. Trim all hedges and planting 
beds as needed 

d. Pull weeds in beds and pull/
spray weeds around firehouse 
pavement to the satisfaction of the 
fi re district and as directed by the 
Fire Chief or Commissioners.

2. Minimum proposal for one 
year, April 1- Oct 30th longer 
proposals will be considered.

Wri t ten  proposals  to  be 
submitted to PO Box 54 Grand 
View, ID 83624 no later than April 
1, 2020.

03/18,25/2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
(I.C. 15-3-801)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND 

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
OWYHEE

CASE NO. CV37-20-00060
In the Matter of the Estate 

of:  JULIA JEAN BURHAM, 
Deceased.  NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN tha t  DARRYL N. 
BURHAM has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the 
above-named Decedent. All 
persons having claims against 
the Decedent or the estate are 
required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this Notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.

Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated, and fi led with the Clerk 
of the Court.

DATED this 5th day of March, 
2020.

s:/ Heather L. Conder
Heather L. Conder
C.K. QUADE LAW, PLLC
600 E. Riverpark Ln, Ste. 215
Boise, Idaho 83706
Telephone:  208-367-0723
Facsimile: 208-639-6400
E s e r v i c e :  e f i l e i d a h o @

charquadelaw.com
A t t o r n e y s  f o r  P e r s o n a l 

Representative
03/11,18,25/2020

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
NAME CHANGE (Minor)

CASE NO. CV 37-20-63
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT FOR THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR 
THE COUNTY OF OWYHEE

IN RE:  RENA ANNIE IRENE 
PERRY Legal name of child.  
A petition to change the name 
of Rena Annie Irene Perry, a 
minor, now residing in the city 
of Homedale, State of Idaho, has 
been fi led in the District Court 
in Owyhee County, Idaho.  The 
name will change to Rena Annie 
Irene Radcliffe.  The reason for 
the change in name is:  Rena 
wants the same last name as her 
family.

A hearing on the petition is 
scheduled for 10:00 o’clock a.m. 
on April 15, 2020 at the Owyhee 
County Magistrate Court, 31 W. 
Wyoming, Homedale, Id 83628.  
Objections may be fi led by any 
person who can show the court 
a good reason against the name 
change.

Date:  February 26, 2020
s:/Cindy Chaves, Deputy 

Clerk
Angela Barkell, Clerk of the 

District Court
03/4,11,18,25/2020

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON NAME CHANGE 

CASE NO. CV37-20-90
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT FOR THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR 
THE COUNTY OF OWYHEE

IN RE:  BRENNA FERRON 
INECK Legal name.  A petition to 
change the name of Brenna Ferron 
Ineck, an adult, now residing in the 
city of Homedale, State of Idaho, 
has been fi led in the District Court 
in Owyhee County, Idaho.  The 
name will change to Brenna Nora 
Ineck.  The reason for the change 
in name is:  Middle name family 
name, family disowned, chose 
family name on father’s side.

A hearing on the petition is 
scheduled for 10:30 o’clock a.m. 
on April 20, 2020 at the Owyhee 
County Courthouse, 20381 ID-78, 
Murphy, Id 83650.  Objections 
may be fi led by any person who 
can show the court a good reason 
against the name change.

Date:  March 09, 2020
s:/Lena Johnson, Deputy 

Clerk
Angela Barkell, Clerk of the 

District Court
03/18,25,04/01,08/2020

NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
CHANGE OF WATER 

RIGHT
TRANSFER NO. 83899

ACE BLACK RANCHES, 
28892 HOT SPRINGS RD, 
BRUNEAU, ID 83604-5007 
has fi led Application No. 83899 
for changes to the following 
water rights within OWYHEE 
County(s): Right No(s). 51-10252, 
51-27B, 51-28B, 51-29B, 51-30; 
to see a full description of these 
rights and the proposed transfer, 
please see https://research.idwr.

idaho.gov/apps/waterrights/
querynewtransfers. The purpose 
of the transfer is to change a 
portion of the above rights as 
follows: The transfer proposes 
to change the place of use for 
water rights 51-27B, 51-28B, 
51-29B, 51-30, and 51-10252 
to accompany pivot irrigation 
systems developed directly off 
the Bruneau River in Owyhee 
County.

TRANSFER NO. 83900
ACE BLACK RANCHES, 

28892 HOT SPRINGS RD, 
BRUNEAU, ID 83604-5007 
has fi led Application No. 83900 
for changes to the following 
water rights within OWYHEE 
County(s): Right No(s). 51-
13127, 51-7318, 51-7319; to 
see a full description of these 
rights and the proposed transfer, 
please see https://research.idwr.
idaho.gov/apps/waterrights/
querynewtransfers. The purpose 
of the transfer is to change a 
portion of the above rights as 
follows: The transfer proposes to 
change the place of use for water 
rights 51-7318, 51-7319, and 
51-13127 to accommodate pivot 
irrigation systems directly off the 
Bruneau River in Owyhee County.
For additional information 
concerning the property location, 
contact Western Region offi ce at 
(208) 334-2190. Protests may be 
submitted based on the criteria 
of Idaho Code Sec. 42-222. Any 
protest against the proposed change 
must be fi led with the Department 
of Water Resources, Western 
Region, 2735 W AIRPORT WAY, 
BOISE ID 83705-5082 together 
with a protest fee of $25.00 for 
each application on or before 
4/6/2020. The protestant must 
also send a copy of the protest to 
the applicant.

GARY SPACKMAN, Director
03/18,25/2020
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Classifieds
Reach Thousands of Readers Every Week in the Owyhee Avalanche

Owyhee County’s Only 
Source for Local News

Call today to advertise or subscribe
208-337-4681

www.theowyheeavalanche.com
Subscribe & View the Avalanche online!

Subscribe Today!

Licensed and Insured

CHIMNEY SWEEP

 208-695-7542
saferchimney.com

CLEANING 
& REPAIR

FOR SAFE 
AND EFFICIENT 

HEATING

Safer 
Chimney

United Family Homes
We Carry the Best Built Manufactured Homes & We Will Show You the Difference!

(208) 442-1605
1-866-279-0389
1413 3rd Ave. N.
Nampa, Idaho

Calvin Berg, Owner

Corwin Berg, Sales

THANK YOU
The family of Robert Grant 
wishes to thank all the wonderful 
people for the thoughtful 

food, comforting hugs, and 
heartwarming conversations 
during his time in the hospital 
and ultimate passing. We are so 
thankful for this community of 
wonderful caring people. Debby 
Grant, Angie (Jeremy) Waters, 
Perry Grant, and their families

FOR SALE
Roll ends: Great for packing 

birdcages or for your kids 
to doodle on. The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Homedale

HELP WANTED
Marsing Labor and Housing is 
now hiring for the position of 
Maintenance Manager. Apply 
at 5758 Highway 78, Marsing, 
ID 83639, or send cover letter, 
resume, and references to luke@
malsc.org. We are looking for 
a jack-of-all trades to lead our 
maintenance department. Duties 
include building and property 
maintenance, equipment upkeep, 
irrigation and lawn care. Must 
be organized, self-starter, able 
to learn new skills, dependable, 
and team player. Preferred skills: 
bi-lingual (English-Spanish), 
handy man, plumbing, electrical, 
and mechanical. Will train the 
right person. Health insurance, 
dental discount plan, vacation 
and personal days, and company 
vehicle for work. 40-50 hours per 
week. Starting pay is negotiable, 
depending on experience. 
Marsing Labor and Housing is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Lifeguard / Attendant at Givens 
Hot Springs. Contact Nadine 
Givens (208) 495-2500
Small cow/calf 
operation looking for someone 
to help feed, calve cows, general 
all-around ranch work. (208) 
741-6850

REAL ESTATE
Country Oasis Home Small 
Acreage and Shop Idaho Real 
Estate Co. 208-250-4409

FARM AND 
RANCH

Bulls for Sale: yearlings and 2 
year old Angus. All virgin Bulls. 
Semen and trich tested and 
delivered. All top Angus calving 
ease Bulls. Reasonable Prices. 
208-741-6850
Balewagons: I sell & buy 
New Holland, self-propelled & 
pull-type models/ parts/ tires/ 
manuals. Financing/ trades/ 
delivery available. Call Jim 
Wilhite (Greenleaf) 208-880-
2889 www.balewagon.com

WANTED
Parts for 73’-80’ Chevy GMC 
Pickups, Blazers, Suburbans, 2 
or 4 wheel drive Please Call 208-
602-4825

SERVICES
Heartwood Tree Care 
LLC Trees Getting Out of 
Hand? We can Help! Pruning, 
removals (Any Size) & More! 
Free Estimates. 208-965-6174
Chad’s Lawn Care Mowing, 
trimming, and all your lawn care 
needs. Free estimates. 208-695-
9950
Tractor For Hire Small acreage 
custom farming, disking, 
mowing, spraying, ripping, 6 ft. 
backhoe & loader work, pasture 
seeding. Free-estimates Call 
Dave 208-249-1295
Carpet Cleaning 
Specials BOOK NOW www.
carpetcleaningnampacaldwell.
com 208-400-3354
Shippy’s Tree Service tree 
trimming and removals, stump 
grinding. Licensed and Insured. 
Free estimates. Call Slade at 
208-695-5048
Trees and shrubs trimmed 
and removed, stump grinding, 
complete cleanup, or save money 
and clean up, fast experience, 
service and free estimates. (208) 
941-5134
Old Fashioned Service is still 
available. Hedge trimming, lawn 
mowing and fertilizing. Licensed 
and Insured. Call Jeremy for free 
estimate 208-337-1555
Steel Buildings & Pole 
Barns. Shops, Airplane 
Hangers, Ag Buildings, Hay 
Covers, Riding Arenas. Visit 
millwardbuilders.com 208-941-
9502
Valley Powersports 
Repair Formerly Tim’s Small 
Engine Repair Specializing 
in ATV, UTV & Motorcycle 
servicing and repair. Tires, Tune-
Ups, Repairs & EFI Diagnostics. 
Complete service and repair on 
all makes and models. 30916 
Peckham Rd. Wilder 482-7461 
www.valleypowersport.com
E x c a v a t i o n 
Services Driveways, Ditches 
& Piping. Free Estimates - 
Licensed & Insured. Davco 
Services - Dave 208-631-4581.
Technical Computer 
LLC, Repairs, Tune-ups, 
Backups, Upgrades, Networking 
& more. Call Tom or Colette at 
208-896-4676 or 208-899-9419.
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Features - Who’s who in Owyhee
County, Looking Back and coverage of the im-
pacts of events on people here.

advertisements for money-saving value.
Legal Notices for Homedale, Marsing, Bruneau, 
Grand View and Owyhee County
Also - Event calendar, menus, and more!

News - County, city, and school news,

agricultural issues, courts, county 
commissioners and more.

Sports - from Homedale, Marsing,
Rimrock, Jordan Valley and Adrian.

Events - Rodeo and fair coverage, 

In-depth coverage of everything in Owyhee Country

What you get in every issue

This one-time offer allows 
new readers to sample part 
of a history of community 
journalism dating back to 
1865, with the second-old-
est operating newspaper in 
Idaho and news of Owyhee 
County, for Owyhee County, 
every week.

No obligation to sub-
scribe. Subscriptions are 
$37.10 a year for in-county 
subscribers.

DIGITAL EDITION FOR SUBSCRIBERS!
www.theowyheeavalanche.com

*limited to Owyhee, Malheur and Canyon county residents.
Offer Expires July 31, 2020

NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY!
4 EDITION TRIAL OF 

The Owyhee Avalanche 

  FREE!*

Thi ti ff ll

 VOL.  35,  NO. 11 $1 
HOMEDALE, OWYHEE COUNTY, IDAHO 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020

–– See Airport, page 4A

–– See Thrills, page 5A

–– See Irrigation, page 9A

Open Saturday, Pg. 3A: Marsing mayor has of  ce hours

Music for a cause, Pg. 8A: Shadow of Owyhees show returns

Spring sports begin, Pg. 1B: Get the coaches’ outlooks

Coronavirus, Pg. 8B: State, local of  cials get to work
11B

Subscribe today
Get the news source of the Owyhees delivered 

directly to you each Wednesday

South Canal 

water will  ow 

as planned

Irrigation water will flow 

in the Five-Mile Tunnel on 

the South Canal this year, 

but South Board of Control 

of  cials may have a big repair 

project ahead.
South  Board  manager 

John Eells told The Owyhee 

Avalanche on Monday morning 

that the nearly 90-year-old 

tunnel will be operated for the 

2020 growing season.

Water will be sent into the 

system on April 1, Eells said. 

Allotment for South Canal 

irrigators will be 4 acre-feet.

The pipe decision was made 

after a Friday tour of the 

damaged area about halfway 

into the underground tunnel 

— essentially a large-diameter 

concrete pipe.

irrigation tunnel 

are “super  cial”

Behind the cracked concrete in the Five Mile Tunnel is a steel 

liner that experts say can support the pipe until repairs can be 

made in the fall. Bureau of Reclamation photo

Even with Daylight Saving Time kicking 

in, some Homedale resident awoke early 

Sunday morning to  nd a hot air balloon 

 oating across town.

Up in the sky, it was Homedale area 

resident Ron Cassidy at the controls of his 

balloon “Break Time.”

Several Homedale residents noticed 

the balloon gliding through the sky, and 

they took to Facebook to post photos and 

HOT AIR OVER H

Local pilot thrills residents
Ron Cassidy piloted his balloon “Break Time” over downtown Homedale — he’s further 

away from the water tower than he seems — during a Sunday morning  ight. Photo by 

Karen Jereb

Year-round tennis 

clinic, cleanup 

also on agenda

The Homedale City Council 

is scheduled to revisit municipal 

airport lease rates and tiedown 

fees tonight.
Elected of  cials will meet 

at 6 p.m., today inside the 

magistrate courtroom on the 

east side of the City Hall 

building, 31 W. Wyoming 

Ave.
Last month, councilmembers 

discussed raising the amount 

airport tenants pay to lease 

ground for their hangars. 

Homedale’s airport lease rates 

are among the cheapest in a 

Airport leases anchor 

Idaho Power parks and 
campgrounds at C.J. Strike 
Reservoir near Bruneau have 
been closed in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The closure will run through 
April 16. Campgrounds at 
Hells Canyon also have been 
locked up.

However, day-use parks 
and boat ramps remain open, 
and catchable-size trout were 
recently stocked into the lake.

The permanent restrooms are 
closed, but portable restrooms 
have been made available for 
the day-users.

Campground reservations 
for dates prior to April 16 will 
be fully refunded, according to 
Idaho Power communications 
special is t  Brad Bowlin. 
Campers don’t have to cancel 

reservations, and they will 
receive an email from Idaho 
Power staff confirming the 
refund.

“We are taking a wait-and-
see approach to potential 
closures beyond April 16,” 
Bowlin said. “Campers can 
make reservations for dates 
after April 16. If the closure 
is extended beyond that date, 
those reservations will be 
refunded in full.”

Bowlin said the utility took 
the action based on guidance 
from Idaho Power’s medical 
director and internal emergency 
management team as well 
as federal and state health 
authorities.

“It is designed to protect our 
employees, customers and the 
communities we serve while 

keeping energy reliable and 
safe,” he said.

Anyone planning to visit 
one of Idaho Power’s parks are 
encouraged to follow the latest 
guidance from the federal 
Centers for Disease Control at 
CDC.gov on limiting the size 
of gatherings and taking other 
precautions to limit the spread 
of infectious disease.

For more information, visit 
idahopower.com.

Meanwhile, Idaho Power 
stocked 50,000 rainbow trout 
in two popular fi shing spots 
last week.

The fi sh were raised in the 
Hagerman Valley and average 
10 to 12 inches long. Fish 
that aren’t caught right away 
can grow several inches per 
year, especially in C.J. Strike, 
which provides excellent food 
and habitat for trout and other 
game species.

Some previously released 

fish have jaw tags. Anglers 
who report catching one of 
these tagged fish will have 
their names entered in an 
annual drawing for $1,000.

Reporting tags helps the 
company evaluate the success 
of its annual stocking effort, 
which also includes a fall 
release at several Middle 
Snake River locations. Idaho 
Power’s federal licenses to 
operate hydroelectric facilities 
on the Snake River require the 
company to provide recreational 
opportunities for the public.

Anglers who catch a jaw-
tagged fish should note the 
tag number, the date the fi sh 
was caught, the location and 
whether the fi sh was released. 
Call (800) 388-6011 to be 
eligible for the drawing. 

For  more  informat ion 
about tagged trout or Idaho 
Power’s fi sh programs, visit 
idahopower.com/fi sh

Idaho Power suspends camping at C.J.
Day use, boat ramps still available; 

trout recently stocked

Idaho State Parks visitor 
centers, such as the one at 
Bruneau Sand Dunes, have 
been closed to curb the spread 
of COVID-19. But the parks 
remain open.

Rangers and other staff will 
be on duty to assist visitors 
and can be contacted by tele-
phone.

Parks continue to offer day 
use and most camping op-
tions, but hands-on activities 
and large group events are 
discontinued. 

Premium cabins and picnic 
shelters also have been closed 
to reduce infection potential.

The visitor centers will stay 
closed through April, and pos-
sibly longer, depending on the 
progression of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

Idaho Department Parks and 
Recreation offi cials encourage 
the public to visit Idaho’s spa-
cious parks to experience the 
outdoors and fresh air as an 
alternative to staying sheltered 
indoors. 

Hiking, biking and snow 
sports provide healthy alterna-
tives that allow for the social 
distancing (at least six feet of 
space between individuals) 
recommended by experts, an 
IDPR press release said.

Bruneau dunes, 
other state 
parks still open

Trout are jettisoned from a 
fish transport tanker-trailer 
into C.J. Strike Reservoir 
during an Idaho Power 
planting operation last week 
near Cottonwood Park. Idaho 
Power photo


